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a o r THE | 
PROCEEDINGS and DEBATESs 

F | Of the THIRD SESSION of the + | 
wn OUSE of COMMONS 


' Fourteenth Parliament of Great. Britain. 


Appointed to meet at Weffminffer, on Thurſday, the ziſt Day 


of Oclober, 1776. 3 
| Tu King opened he ſeſſion with the following ſpeech. 
| N Lords and Gentlemen, + | 


<= Nothipg could have afforded me ſo much ſatisfaction as to 
have been able to inform you, at the opening of this ſeſſion, 
that the troubles, which have ſo long dittrasded my colonies 
in North America, were at an end; and that my unhappy 
people, recovered from their deluſion, had delivered them- 
ſelves from the oppreſſion of their leaders, and returned to 
their duty: but ſo daring and deſperate is the ſpirit of thoſe 
leaders, whoſe object has always been dominion and power, 
that they have now openly renounced all allegiance to the 
crown, and all political connection with this country ; they 
have rejected, with circumſtances of indignity and inſult, 
the means of conciliation held out to them under the autho- 
rity of our commiſion; and have preſumed to ſet up their 
rebellious. confederacies- for independent ſtates. If their 
treafon be ſuffered to take root, much miſchief muſh grow 
from it, to the ſafety of: my loyal colonies, to the commerce 
of my kingdoms, and indeed to the preſent ſyſtem of all Eu- 
rope. One great advantage, however, will he derived from 
the object of the rebels being openly avowed, and clearly 
underſtood; we ſhall have unanimity at home, founded in 


— general conviction of the juſtice and neceffity of our mea- 
| Tyres, big 5 1 


Iam 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1176, 
I am happy to inform you, that, by the blefling of Divine 
Providence on the good conduct and valour of my officers 
and forces by ſea and land, and on the zeal and bravery of 
the auxiliary troops in my ſervice, Canada is recovered ; and il 
although, from unavoidable delays, the operations at New 
York could not begin before the month of Auguſt, the ſuc. 
ceſs in that province has been ſo important as to give the 
ſtrongeſt hopes of the moſt deciſive good conſequences: but, Wl 
notwithſtanding this fair proſpe&, we muſt, at all events, 
prepare for another campaign, | = = 
I continue to receive aſſurances of amity from the ſeveral 
courts of Europe; and am uſing my utmoſt endeavours to 
conciliate unhappy differences between two neighbouring 
powers; and I ftill hope, that all miſunderſtandings may be 
removed, and Europe continue to enjoy the ineſtimable bleſ- 
fings of peace: I think nevertheleſs that, in the preſent fitua- 
tion of affairs, it is expedient that we ſhould be in a reſpecta- 
ble Kate of defence at home. 3 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | | 
J will order the eſtimates for the enſuing year to be laid be. 
fore you. It is matter of real concefn to me, that the impor- 
tant conſiderations which I have ſtated to you muſt neceſſa- | 
rily be followed by great expence: I doubt not, however, 
but that my faithful Commons will readily and chearfully 
orant me ſuch ſupplies, as the maintenance of the honour of | 
my crown, the vindication of the juſt rights of Parliament, 
and the public welfare, ſhall be found to require. i 
Lords and Gentlemen, : 24 
In this arduous conteſt I can have no other object but to 
YTomote the true intereſt of all my ſubjects. No people ever 
enjoyed more happineſs, or lived under a milder government, 
than thoſe now revolted provinces: the improvements in eve- 
ry art, of which they boaſt, declare it; their numbers, their 
wealth, their ſtrength by ſea and land, which they think 
ſufficient to enable them to make head againſt the whole po- 
wer of the mother- country, are irrefragable proofs of it. 
My defire is to reſtore to them the bleſſings of law and liber- 
ty, equally enjoyed by every Britiſh fabject, which they 
have fatally and deſperately exchanged for all the calamities 
of war, and try" tyranny of their chiefs. 
Mr. Neil. Mr. Neville moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented 
to his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the thanks of this 
"Houſe for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne 
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To aſſure his Majeſty, that, while we lament the continu- 


in North America, and of the calamities and oppreſſions 
which our unhappy fellow ſubjects are ſtill ſuffering, under 


ae abitra ry tyranny of their leaders, we cannot forbear to 


expreſs our deteſtation and abhorrence of the audacious and 


WE deſperate ſpirit of ambition, which has at laſt carried thoſe 
leaders fo far, as 'openly to renounce all allegiance to the 
crown, and all political connexion with this country; and, 
in dire& terms, to preſume to ſet up their rebellious confede- 
racies for independent ftates : ; 


That we conſider their rejection of the gracious and conde- 


ſcending means of reconciliation, held out to them under the 
authority of his Majeſty's commiſſion, as a freſh and con- 
vincing proof that the object of theſe men has always been 
power and dominion ; but we can impute the circumſtances 
of indignity and inſult accompanying e „to no 
other motive than a reſentment. of his 


Majeſty's firm and 
conſtant adherence to the maintenance of the conſtitutional 


rights of Parliament, diveſted of every poſſible view of any 
ſeparate intereſts of the crown: and to aſſure his Majeſty, 
that the ſame attachment of his Majeſty to the Parliamen- 


tary authority of Great Britain, which hath provoked the 


inſolence of the chiefs of this rebellion, cannot but operate, 
as it ought to do, in fixing his Majeſty ſtill deeper, if poſſi- 
ble, in the affections of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons 


4 


With reverence, and gratitude to Divine Providence, to 


expreſs our unfeigned joy, and to offer our ſincere congratu- 
ZE lations to his Majeſty, on the ſucceſs which has attended the 
good conduct and valour of his Majeſty's officers and forces, 

both by ſea and land, and the zeal and bravery of the auxi- 
liary troops in his ſervice, in the recovery of Ga 


x th f Canada, and in 
the important operations in the province of New York, which 


give the ſtrongeſt hopes of the moſt deciſive good conſe- 


quences : | | 1 
To aſſure his Majeſty, that we learn, with much ſatisfac- 


| tion, that his Majeſty continues to receive aſſurances of ami- 
ty from the ſeveral courts of Europe; and that we thank- 


fully acknowledge his Majeſty's goodneſs and paternal.concern 


| for the happineſs of his people, in his conſtant attention to 


preſerve the general tranquility ; and that it is our moſt ear- 
neſt wiſh that, by his E interpoſition, all miſunder- 
erences between two neighbouring powers 

i WJ Ee may 


3 


Mr. . Mr. Hatton ſeconded the motion. 
John Lord Fohbn Cavendiſh diſapproved of the propofed addreſs, 
%. and moved the following amendment. To affure his Ma- 


temper and diſpoſition of his Majeſty's American ſubjeds, 
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| Fuat e conſider it as a duty we owe to his Majeſty, and 
to thoſe we repreſent, to grant his Majeſty fueh ſupplies «MM 
the weighty conſiderations, which his Majeſty has been 


pleaſed to ftate to us, ſhall be found to require; and we haye Y 
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a well grounded confidence, that, at this time, when the ob. 4 
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ect of che rebels is openly avowed, and clearly underſtood, i 
the general conyition of the juſtice and neceffity of his Ma. 
jeſty*s meaſutes muſt unite all rariks of his faithful ſubjects in- 
ſupporting his Majeſty with one mind and heart in che great 

national cauſe in which he is engagec. 


jeſty, chat animated with the 'moft earneſt and fincere ze 
for his true intereſt, and tlie real glory of his reign, we be- 
hold with ihexpreſfible concern, the minds of a very large, 
and lately loyal and affectidnate part of his people entire) 
alienated from his government; nor can we conceive that 
ſuch am event, as the diſaffection and fevolt of a whole peo- 
le, could have taken place, without ſome conſiderable errors lp 
the conduct obſerved towards then 4 
Theſe erroneous meaſures, we conceive, are to be im- 
to a want of ſufficient information being laid before 
arliament, and to the too large a degree of confidence being 
repoſed iti thoſe miniſters, who from their duty were obliged, 
and from their official fituation were beſt enabled to know the WS. 


and were therefore preſumed molt capable of pointing out Wl 
ſuch meaſures as might produce the moſt ſalutary effects. 
Hence the ſchemes which were formed for the reduction and 
chaſtiſement of a fuppoſed inconſiderable party of faction 
men, has driven thirteen large provinces to deſpair. Every 
act which has been propoſed as a means of procuring peace 
and” fubmiſnon, has become a new cauſe of war and revolt; 
and we now find ourſelves almoſt inextricably involved in : 
and expenfive civil war; which, beſides exhauſting 

at preſent the*ftrength of all his Majeſty's dominions, expo- 
our allies to the deſigns of their and our enemies, and 


in its Hue, the moſt deplorable calamities to the whole Bri- 
tiſh race. 8 b 4 © .£2 & ts 2 ; '; 2 2 2 
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we cannot avoid lamenting, that in conſequence of the 
redit given to the repreſentation of miniſters, no Sone, 
as been given to the reiterated complaints and petitions 0 
ze colonies, neither has any ground been laid for removing 
he original cauſe of theſe unhappy differences, which took 
cir riſe from queſtions relative to parliamentary proceed- 
Irngs, and can be ſettled only by parliamentary authority. 
Buy this fatal omiſſion, the commiſſioneers nominated for 
Mae apparent purpoſe of making peace, were furniſhed with 
in do legal powers, but that of giving or with-holding pardons 
t their pleaſure; and that for relaxing the ſeverities of a 
igle penal act of Parliament; leaving the whole foundation 
f this unhappy controverſy juſt as it ſtood in the beginning. 
= To repreſent to his Majeſty, that in addition to this neg- 
ea, when, in the beginning of the laſt ſeſſion, his Majeſty, 
In bis gracious ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament, de- 


lared his reſolution of ſending out commiſſioners for the 
| r poſes therein expreſſed, “as ſpeedily as poſſible, no ſuch 
ly onmiſſioners were ſent until ſeven months afterwards, and 
i "til the nation was alarmed by the evacuation of the only 
own then held for his Majeſty in the thirteen colonies. By 


this delay, acts of the moſt critical nature, the effects of 
hich muſt as much depend on the power of immediately re- 
ring them on ſubmiſſion, as in enforcing them upon diſobe- 
ience, had only an operation to inflame and exaſperate. 
Nut if any colony, town or place, had been induced to ſub- 
it by the terrors of theſe acts, there were none on the place 
f power to reftore the people ſo ſubmitting to the common 
coghts of ſubjection. The inhabitants of the colonies, ap- 
rized that they were put out of the protection of government, 
nd ſeeing no means provided for their entering into it, were 


7 Irrniſhed with reaſons but too colourable for breaking off 
heir dependency on the crown of this kingdom. 8 
wo To aſſure his Majeſty, that removing our confidence from 
: oſe who in ſo many inſtances have groflly abuſed it, we 


)all andeayour to reſtore to Parliament the confidence of all 
os people. To this end, it may be adviſable to make a more 
minute enquiry into the grievances of the colonies, as well as 

to the conduct of miniſters, with regard to them. We 
pay think it proper particularly to enquire how it has hap- 
dened, that the commerce of this kingdom has been left ex- 
doſed to the repriſals of the colonics, at the very time when 
heir ſeamen and fiſhermen, being indiſcriminately prohi- 
ited from the peaceful exerciſe of their occupations, and 
eclared open enemies, muſt be expected with a certain aſſu- 
Vor. VL = | Trance, 
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be made of this advantage, it is not improbable that happy 


ples of liberty and terms of mutual advantage. | 


1 arquis of Granby ſeconded the motion. . 

; Governor Johnſtone in very ſevere terms arraigned the con- 

duct of adminiſtration, in commencing the war with Ame- 
8 e 4 — L . : rica. 


That whilſt we lament this effuſion of Engliſh blood, 
1 we hope has not been greater, or other than neceſ- 
ty 4 


congratulate his Majeſty on any event leading to the great 
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jeſty's Britiſh and foreign mercenary forces, in the province 
of New York. That if a wiſe, moderate and provident uſe 


effects may reſult from that uſe. And we aſfute his Majeſty, Blk 
that nothing ſhall be wanting on our part, to enable his Ma- 
jeſty to take full advantage of any diſpoſitions to reconcilia- 
tion which may be the conſequence of the miſeries of war, 
by laying down, on our part, real permanent grounds of con- 
nection between Great Britain and her colonies, on princi- Wil 


en . 1775. D E B A T E 8. 
lica. He ſaid the affair of Long-iſland was by no means a 


nd natter worthy of triumph. That iſland, he ſaid, was a 
ny nere out-poſt to New York, as New York was an out- poſt 
la- Wo America, and it would have been folly and raſhneſs in the 


ce extreme, had the provincials attempted to maintain it, He 
aid General Howe and his brother very great compliments 
n their manceuvres in the capture of the iſland, and inferred 
bat from the whole of General Howe's conduct in taking it, 
is caution in not forcing any of the provincials ſtrong-holds, 
is opening trenches at fix hundred yards diſtance from their 
ar, edoubts, with his general orders to his officers to act with 
u poſſible circumſpection, that moſt evidently the General 
thought highly of the provincials, and had therefore treated 
hem with the ſuitable reſpect, due to fo powerful and formi- 
able an enemy. He complained. of the defenceleſs ſtate of 
1 the kingdom, and urged the danger of a war with France 


nd Spain. The miniſter's ſpeech he declared to be an en- 
at tire compound of hypocriſy. It made his Majeſty talk of 
t, Peace, at the very moment when not only all Europe, but 
ly this kingdom, gave the moſt evident appearances of prepara- 
- tion for war. In ſhort, it was like a deceptious mirror, re- 
0 WWi<Sting a falſe image of truth. That part of it which talked 


f giving the Americans law and liberty, he conceived to be 
mere turn of wit and humour, which would not bear a ſe- 
oous interpretation. It was an inſidious hypocritical ſpeech, 
hat held out law and liberty at the point of the ſword. He 
„poke ſtrongly of the falſhood of France, and the little re- 
iance that was to he put on her profeſſions, inſtancing a 
ircumſtance which happened while Cardinal Mazarine was 
Wnnfter, when the Portugueſe and Spaniards were at war 
Wtogether, and the latter had received repeated aſſurances of 
che pacific intentions of France, although that kingdom had 
actually lent Portugal troops, cloathed them, paid them, and 
dfficered them. He ſaid he did not entirely approve of the 
American declaration of independence,/ but affirmed. that the 
Americans were driven to that meaſure by our rigorous per- 
ſecution of them. We had hired foreign troops to fight 
againft them, and they had no other way of putting them- 
icives on a footing with us, than by throwing off the yoke, 
declaring themſelves independent, and inviting foreign aid 


means to avoid ſuch a meaſure ;- they had ſent a moſt hum- 
le petition to government, praying relief, and couched 
cir prayer in the ſtrongeſt terms of duty and allegiance ; 
C 2 goVEerne 


to defend them. They had, he ſaid, taken every poſſible 


well. the preſent. He approved of the motion for an addreſs as 


government had, with the moſt provoking harſhneſs, reje&- i 
ed their petition, refuſing to give any anſwer to it, or offcr- i 
ing in any manner to hear them. The mode of their decla- 
ring for independency was to be ſure in ſome meaſure inde- 


ed that of the Pennſylvanians. He cenſured the late iſſuing WI 
of preſs-warrants, and declared that he was not only con- 
vinced a better mode of manning the navy might be found 


out, but that he was well informed the late preſs was carried Y | 


| on with great irregularity and cruelty, abt; 
Mr. Wamb- . Mr. YY/ombwell ſaid, no preſs was better conducted than | 


exceedingly proper, and diſapproved of the amendment. He 


cenſured the Americans as a bragging, cowardly banditti, &c, 
Mr. Wil. Mr. Wilkes. The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt Wn 
7 endeavours to miſlead the Houſe. It is certain that no preſ- 
ſing has at this time been carried on in the city of London, 


er its liberties. No preſs-gangs have dared to make their 1 


appearance in that juriſdiction. Thoſe lawleſs bands of cruel "2 
banditti very prudently choſe other ſcenes of horror and 
bloodihed of leſs danger to themſelves. The city has hi- 


therto remained in perfect ſafety and tranquility, in a moſt 
happy ſtate of ſecurity, by the vigilance, intrepidity, and 
noble love of liberty, Vc are conſpicuous in its preſent 
worthy chief magiſtrate. | | 

The conduct of adminiſtration, Sir, in the late iſſuing of 
preſs-warrants, before they had tried the operation of the 
high bounty, is totally unjuſtifiable. The ſpeech now in your 
hand, Sir, is ſo very pacific, that the large bounty of five 
pounds for every able, and fifty ſhillings for every ordinary, 
ſeaman, promiſed in laſt Saturday's Gazette, might ſafely, 
for a ſhort time at leaſt, have been truſted to, the emer- 
gency not being thought very critical. From the miniſter's 
own ſtate of public affairs there was no danger in the expe- 
riment. Much cruelty and bloodſhed had been avoided, 
many valuable lives preſeryed, * 
E 8 The 
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fenfble; The declaration of the New England government 
was exceedingly rude and ill- written; the language was more 
unmannerly and abuſive than even worle treatment than a 
what they had received would have juſtified ; but then it Wo 
muſt be conſidered as written merely to captivate the com- 
mon people, and therefore a poliſhed ſtile, and very ſerupu- 
lous decency, were probably but trifling: objects with the WF- 
writer, He however as much condemned it, as he applaud- 


. 1776. Dr 
K The affair of Long Iſland has been miſrepreſented, and 
greatly magnified, The on oor”, of numbers was 
Every conſiderable.” General Howe lande : 
Wprovincials. had only 6000 effective men on that iſland. 
ey were ordered to retreat, and 4000 did accordingly, 
: without being attacked, embark for the iſland of New- 
| EYork, There was a real miſtake of orders as to the other 
| 000, but they acted as brave men always will act un- 
- cr a miſtake of orders; they fought. They ſaw the ene- 
Iny, left their entrenchments, and attacked with ſpirit. 
From the ſuperiority of numbers, and their flanks being 
Neglected and unguarded, they were totally defeated. They 
id not however remain inactive, like cowards, on an im- 
ortant day of battle. No fuch imputation can be fixed on 
hem. Nothin deciſive can follow from the late ſucceſsful 
ffair on Long Iſland, no more than from the defeat at Sul- 


ivan's Iſland. New York will probably fall into your | 


ands, but your fituation will in that caſe be ſcarcely mend- 
ed ſince the laſt year, for you then poſſeſſed. the capital of 
North America, Boſton. A that great and important town 
Hee 3 exchanged for New York? . I forgot that 
ee ſtill poſſeſs the fiſhing hamlet of Halifax. But, Sir, 
arc ought to take a much larger and more comprehenſive 
iewof this intereſting ſcene, which is now fully diſcloſed. 

The important diſpute of Great Britain with her colo- 


4 © © CBD Oo =» 
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of this nation, but of almoſt all Europe. The moſt eſ- 
ential intereſts of this country, and indeed of the greater 
art of the powers on the continent, are deeply intereſted 


bo = 1 Foo m—<_ = 
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co every ſtate an object of the higheſt importance, to us, 
hoſe empire ſeems mouldering away, of the neareſt con- 


— 


>» 


Hifficulties to the very verge of deſtruction. ey 
WF vince. our laſt meeting, Sir, the ſcene, with reſpe& to 
America, has totally changed. Inſtead of negociations with 
olonies, or provincial aſſemblies, we have a war to carry 
pn againſt the free and independent ſtates of America; a 
vicked war, which has been occaſioned ſolely by a ſpirit of 
iolence, injuſtice, and obſtinacy in our -miniſters, unpara- 
elled in hiſtory. In the beginning of September, in the laſt 
year, a very humble and dutiful petition was ſent from the 
ongreſs to his Majeſty, in which his Majeſty was ſupplicated 
to direct ſome mode, by which the united applications of 
| | his 


T 


d 22000 men. The 


ies has for a conſiderable time fixed the attention, not on- 


In che event. The ſacrifice of ſo much blood and treaſure 


ern, and I much fear we are now brought by inextricable 


13 
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his faithful coloniſts to the throne, in purſuance of their 
common counails, may be improved into à happy and per- 
manent reconciliation.” There was not a word in the pe- 
tition but what breathed ſubmiſſion and loyalty, and yet 
the official anſwer of Lord Dartmouth, the ſeeretary for ⁵⁶ 
the American department, after long deliberation, was to 
the laſt degree irritating. It was, “ that no anſwer would be 
given,” that is, we will not treat, we ſcorn to negociate 
with you, we exact unconditienal ſubmiſſion. This an- 
and inſult. It drove the Americens to deſpair, and with 
the violation of the perfidious promiſes in Lord Hil{borough's 8 
famous official circular letter, laid the real foundation of 
their declaration of independency. Much has been ſaid, 
Sir, of the praphecy of miniſters, that the Americans 
would in the end declare themſelves independent. I give 
the miniſters no credit for ſuch a prophecy. They went on 
the fureſt grounds. They might very ſafely promulgate 
ſuch a prediction, when they knew that the unjuſt and ſan- 
guinary meaſures, which they intended to purſue, muſt bring 
about the event. They drove the Americans into their pre- 
ſent ftate of indepency. The Jeſuits in France riſqued 
nothing when they propheſied in 1610 the death of the beſt 
rince that ever reigned in Europe, within that year. 
heir's was the ſure word of prophecy. They employed 
Ravillac to aſſaſſinate their ſovereign. | — = 
An hondourable gentleman near me attacks the American 
declaration of independency, in a very peculiar manner, as 
2 wretched compofition, very ill written, drawn up with 
the yiew to captivate the people. That, Sir, is the very 
reaſon why I approve it moſt as a compoſition, as well as a 
wiſe, political meaſure, for the people are to decide this 
great controverſy, If they are captivated by it, the end 1s 
attained. The poliſhed periods, the harmonious, happy ex- 
preſfions, with all the grace, caſe, and elegance of a beauti- 
ful diction, which we chiefly admire, captivate the people of 
America very little; but manly, nervous ſenſe they reliſh, 
eren in the moſt awkward and uncouth dreſs of language. 
Whatever compoſition produces the effect you intend in the 
moſt forcible manner, is, in my opinion, the beſt, and that 
mode ſhould always be purſued. It has the moſt merit, as 
well as fuccefs, on the _ theatre of the world, no leis 
than on the ftage, whether you mean to inſpire pity, terror, 
or any other paſſion. 2 . 1 A 
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rue honourable gentleman, Sir, who ſeconded the addreſs, 
= ſays, the Americans declaration of independericy was no 


| | 
ſurprize to him---nor I believe, Sir, to any man of commoi 
reflection, after the frantic and extravagant career, whic 
TE 2dminiftration purſued, with a full chorus 6f approbation 
from the majority of this Houſe. „ 
„ The ſpeech in your hand, Sir, which an honourable gen- 
. ES tleman near me has well called a ſpeech of hypocriſy, men- 
tions the © affurancesof amity, which his Majeſty continues 
ces receive from the ſeveral courts of Europe.“ At the be- 
einning of the laſt ſeſſion, the miniſter gave us in the King's 
| FF ipecch more explicit aſſurances. It was ſaid, © I am happy 
to add, as well from the afſurances I have received, as 
from the general appearance of affairs in Europe, I ſee no 
„ E that the meaſures, which you may adopt, will 
be interrupted by diſputes with any foreign power.” We 
have no ſuch e held out to us this year, that our 
| WE meaſures will not be interrupted by diſputes with any other 
foreign power; but we have ſtill aſſurances of amity, which 
; are daily contradicted by the immenſe preparations of the 
, neighbouring foreign powers of France and Spain, and in- 
deed of the whole houſe of Bourbon. The accounts from 
Naples contain little but the vaſt preparations making by the 
king of the two Sicilies. Are we indeed fimiple and credu- 
bus enough to truſt to general vague expreſſions of polite- 
ness againft the clear evidence of facts } Our miniftry 
now very well, that an American privateer being - lately 
; {topped at Bilboa in Biſcay, an expreſs was immediately diſ. 
; patched to Madrid, which returned with the fulleſt direc- 
tions for the releaſe of the privateer, and permiſſion to fur- 
1 niſfi him with proviſions, ſtores, ammunition, in ſhort, what- 
ever he wanted. This fact will not be denied. Is Spain 
cken one of the foreign powers, which again ſoothes us 
Lich theſe honied affurances of àamity? Has fate ordained, 
hat we are neither to poſſeſs capacity enough to profit by 
| the example of others, nor even by our own experience? In 
che very firſt year of the preſent reign, in September 1761, 
„che Gazette told us, that “the Catholic king had, at no 
„time, been more intent upon cultivating a good correſpon- 
e ence with England, than in the preſent conſunkture; “ a de- 
t claration received ſerioufly here, held . out as part of the 
court creed, and laughed at by all the reſt of Europe. In 
be beginning of the following January, without any new 
„(eee baving occurred of any moment, War was declared by 
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England againſt Spain. Will the plauſible; ſmooth-tongued Bl 
French likewiſe be able to lull us into a fatal ſecurity - againſt 
the evidence of all hiſtory ? Can we expect to be treated by | 
them in any other manner than the Spaniards were at the 
time of the famous revolt of Portugal ? The French ſent 
whole regiments, completely officered, into the ſervice of 
the houte of Braganza. They paid them underhand the 
ſame as their national troops, yet all the while declared their 
abhorrence of rebellions and of rebels, iſſuing proclamation Wi 
after proclamation, and recalling their deſerters under the 
moſt ſevere penalties. Sir, there is not a power in Europe, . 
unſubſidized by Great-Britain, which does not wiſh ſucceſs:» 
the Americans; and we are conſidered almoſt every where 
on the continent, in the odious light of tyrants and op- 
prefſors. © | | 

The ſpeech, Sir, ſtates, that “ if treaſon be fuffered to 
take root, much miſchief muſt grow from it to the ſafety 
of my loyal colonies.” Alas! Sir, what we call treaſon 
and rebellion, and they juſt reſiſtance and a glorious reſolu- 
tion, has taken root, a very deep root indeed, and has ſpread 
over almoſt all the American colonies. In this very ſpeech 
we are told of their numbers, their wealth, their ſtrength by 
ſea and land. The loyal colonies are three, the free pro- 
vinces thirteen. In laying on the embargo, the exception 
to the rule is ridiculous enough. It is as thirteen to three, 
The Gazette ſays, any of my colonies in North Amec- 
rica, except the colonies of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſet's- 
Bay, Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, New-Y ork, 1 
Pennſylvania, the three low countries on Delaware, Mary- ml 
land, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Geor- 
gia. Of what other colonies was his Majeſty in poſſeſſion 
at his acceſſion to the throne ; I think the permiſſion ex- 
tends only to the provinces, which we have not yet loſt, to 
the two Kori Catholic provinces of Canada and Florida, 
and to Nova Scotia. = OO | 

We have now been carrying on for two years a ſavage and 
piratical, as well as an unjuſt, war, Every demand of go- 
vernment has been complied with, and yet the grezt force 
employed both by fea and land has not hitherto recovered a 
fingle province of all the confederated colonies, On the 
contrary, tlie evil grows more deſperate, The laſt year 
only twelve colonies humbly petitioned ' the thrpne, This 
year, by the acceſſion of Georgia, we haye ſeen a foederal 
union of thirteen free and powerful provinces aſſerting their 
| . | independency 
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"A ade pendency as high and mighty ftates, and ſetting our 
ower at defiance. This was done with circumſtances of 
irit and courage, to which poſterity will do juſtice. It 
Was directly after the ſafe landing of your whole force. In 


: turn we have barbarouſly. plundered their coaſts, and fet 
9 e to their open towns and defenceleſs villages, in a manner 
Which diſgraces the Engliſh name. In the midſt of all the 


ovelties, terrors, and devaſtations, which follow your arms, 
We ſpirit of the Americans is ſtill unſubdued, and I hope, 
ad believe, you never will conquer the free ſpirit of the 
eendants of Engliſhmen, exerted.in an honeft cauſe, They 
nour and value the bleflings. of liberty. They are de- 
rmined to live and die freemen, notwithſtand the vain ef- 
Wrts of every arbitrary power in Europe. It is a fooliſh 
Wtcmpt to think of Ens 20d holding the immenſe 
Wrritory of North America, when the whole country is 
Witcd againſt us. We argue in a trifling manner on the 
Wcifive good conſequences for events only in the province 
= New York. They do not prove that we ſhall ſubdue 
Wirginia, or either of the Carolinas, Succeſs. in two or 
Wrce battles or fieges, argues little for the final ſucceſs of a 
War, ſo extenſive already, and fo greatly complicated. 

As to our unanimity at home, Sir, the very idea is abs 


e and oppreſſion continues in its full rigour, The Ame 
an war is unjuſt, and unconſtitutional in its firſt principle, 
, if perſiſted in, muſt end in our ruin, We have neither 
ce to conquer, nor ſtrength to maintain, ſuch extenſive 
queſts, if we could ſucceed. Our fituation is become 
ly critical. The conſtitution of this country is at home 
ped by bribery and corruption. On the other fide of 
Atlantic it is aſſailed by violence and force of arms. 
e too fatal ſucceſs in this devoted nation is very evident, 
cin the new world, I truſt, as a friend of mankind, that 
che deſpotic meaſures of a tyrannical adminiſtration will 


1 22 ineffectual. It is impoſſible for this iſland to conquer 
7 d hold America. They are determined and united. Your 
; ets may indeed every year carry horror through all their 
: aſts. Your armies may poſſeſs ſome ſea- port towns, but 


numerous and greatly increaſing people pf the provinces 
ill retire into the interior parts, of which you have already 
d ſome experience. Peaceful towns and villages will cover 
eir fruitful plains, liberty will fix her bleſt abode among 
Vor. 4 5 | them, 


Wd, becauſe impoſhble, while the preſent ſyſtem of injuſ- 
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' alive---were a ſimilar example to prevail within theſe wal 


lantic, for the deareſt rights of mankind ; and who, limitif : 
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them, the unmoleſted, happy inhabitants rejoicing that they 3 
are procul a Fove, proc tl a fulmine. 4 
I heartly agree, Sir, with the noble Lord in the amend- 
ment propoſed ; but I go farther, and my opinion is, that 
if we expect to ſave the empire, to preſerve, even for a We 3 
period, Canada or the Weſt India 1{lands, or to recover an 
part of the immenſe territory we have lately loſt, we mui 
recall our fleets and armies, repeal all the acts injurious u 
the Americans paſſed fince 1763, and reftore their charter 
We may then, if they will forgive, and can «ruſt us, tre 
with them on Juſt, fair, and equal terms, without the 14 Y 3 
of compulſion, and a foundation be laid for the reſtoration 4 | 
of peace, internal tranquility, and unity to this convul e | 
and diſmembered empire. 


Hon. Temple Luttrell. He ſaid that, he ſo very n 


if 
Y 
1 
br 
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other fide of the Houſe, who moved the miniſterial addreſ 
m commendation of his "Majeſty? s ſpeech delivered from lf 
throne, that he ſhould feel himſelf highly culpable, were i 
to fit ftill till the cloſe of the debate, and content himſ{c!' 
to be numbered with the ſilent votes in its disfavour ; then 
was, however, no doubt of its being carried by a large ma 
jority; for thoſe court-retainers and dependants on goven . 
ment, who had this campaign reaped a golden harveſt fro | dc 
the calamities of their country, would fee in the ſpeech un 
der conſideration, the beſt earneſt that could poſſibly bull 
iven of a no leſs plentiful harveſt of the ſame fort. the en 
Ping ſummer. As to his part, he conſtrued this ſpeech; 

an infamous groundleſs libel, fabricated by a tyrannical fac 4 
tion, againſt ſome of the moſt valuable members of the Br. 
tiſh community, who, actuated by principles of juſtice nl 


honour, were nobly contending.on the other fide of the At 


their reſiſtance to a redreſs of real and eſſential grievance, 
were falſely accuſed of having, from the beginning of thy 
unhappy conteft, had no other object 1 in view than anarchy 
and independence. ; 
It was a cuſtom among the antient Perſians (in later time re 
adopted in the kingdom of Naples) to cover their tribunal 
of juſtice with the ſkins of corrupt lawyers, whom they flaye 


and the ſeats around us to be cloathed with the ſkins of cor 
t ſtateſmen, I fear, Sir, there are not. a few gentlemen 01 
your right-hand would catch their deaths of cold before the 
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rader to bring up an addreſs to their ſovereign, beſeeching 


on 2 at he will perſevere to plunder and aſſaſſinate his ſubjects, 


1 nd totally to extinguiſh the vital ſpirit of that free conſtitu- 
on, on the maintenance of which alone, reſts his claim to 
ie throne of theſe realms. 


as juſtly obſerved, that “ the addreſs moved for by govern- 
dei ent is an echo of the ſpeech” impoſed on their royal maſter ; 
= occurs to me, Sir, that the ſpeech itſelf is, in many of its 
oft ſtriking paſſages, an echo to the continental remon- 


cl 7 hey have rejected, with inſult and indignity, every offer of ac 
Wo bmmodation ;”” this is verbatim the charge brought againft the 


other-country. by the oppreſſed coloniſts. They likewiſe 


4 Wn other language, without perverting the ſenſe, and it will 
tand thus---Y ou are ambitions to maintain the rights of free- 
Porn Britons, and 'tis neceſſary we ſhould have an army of 
WWorcign aſſaſſins, and uſe every barbarity to render them 


ie other. | _— 

When news was brought to Ageſilaus, king of Sparta, 

uring a civil war in Greece, that a bloody fight had happen- 
d near the city of Corinth, but that the Spartans were vic- 

drious, and the number of their troops killed was but in- 

onſiderable, compared with the loſs of the enemy, inſtead 


deep figh, cried out, Oh, unhappy Greece! to have ſlain 
d many of thy beſt warriors with thine own hand, who, had 
hey lived, might have proved a match for all the barbarians 
the world!“ I am credibly informed, Sir, that when our 
Noſt gracious ſovereign received news of the unhappy con- 


Britain ſhould deftroy ſo many of her brave men with her 
dyn hand, who had they lived in mutual concord and amity, 

ight have ſet at defiance the united force of our natural 
ncmics, the Bourbon ſtates, at this hour threatening us 


a of the approaching winter: I ſhould tremble this night 
or a long group of penſioners, contractors, pay-maſters, 
reaſurers, &c. &c. who will walk forth into that lobby, in 


ne honourable member near me [Governor Johnſtone] 


rances, and declarations of independency---for. inſtance--- 


h:Weclare, that © it would be rafh to put an end to their plan, 

hen they have every reaſon to purſue it;“---that © it is 4 
onteſt of the laſt importance” “ a war, not of ambition, but 
ceſuy Good God, Sir! ſtate this argument, on our part, 


Waves. Omnipotence on one fide, Sir, muſt imply ſlavery. on 
f cxultations of joy, that wiſe and humane monarch, . with 


lict at Long-iſland, he broke forth in an exclamation of a 
xe philoſophic and generous nature, lamenting, that Great 
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an invaſive war. Confident as I was, that ſuch ideas per- 


foRtly coincided with his Majefty's known humanity of heart, 


and tenderneſs towards all his people, I did not conceive it poſ- 


ſible that the moſt flagitious miniſter of the bloody junto 1 
would dare to adviſe a continuanee of theſe diſgraceful and 
rainous meaſures, and propoſe a ſpeech from the throne, evi- 


dently diftated by. defpotifm, hypocriſy, and infatuation, WW 
J, Sir, entertained hopes of healing propoſitions, and a timely W- 
direliction, on the part of this country, of its unjuſtitiable Wl 
and empty claim of taxation; that efficient cauſe of the civil 
war, and which, if made an rrrefragable ultimatum of your nn 


terms of peace, connot fail to accelerate the downfall of your 
empire. For the Commons of Great Britain to ſupport ſo Il 
deſperate a purpoſe at the point of the fword ; at the preſent 
atarming criſis too; the French and 'Spaniards preparing for 


„ 


a rupture, and the nation ſinking under an enormous debt of 4 7 
1 50, ooo, ooo, argues folly in us beneath the unlettered Par- 


hament, madneſs beyond the inſane Parliament, and a blood- Wh 


thirſty ſpirit of enterprize above any of the proſeribing, chi- 


valrous Parliaments, under the worſt of the Plantagenet-ty- 
rants, I may, perhaps, be told, as I was laſt year, when I 

took the liberty to move an addreſs to the King, to inftrat Bl 
the commiſſioners in America to treat for peace with the 
13 conventions, or general continental congreſs, that, le 
dies of men under denominations not formally legallized, 
can in no poſſible ſituation of things, expect a public recog- 
nition of their authority; nor can you treat with” rebels 
Froth what. knowledge 


While they have arms in their hands. 


of men or books is this ſtate-maxim derived ? I defy any of the $ 


learned gentlemen over the way to inſtance any inteftine com- 


motion, from the beginning of the world to this moment, of 


equal magnitude and maturity with that of America, where 
ſuch wild doctrines have been maintained. In fupport of 
directiy oppofite meaſures and policy, without recurring to 
#ras very remote, or troubling the Houſe with ftale pedantic 
reſearches, I fhall beg leave to remind you of one or two 


remarkable precedents from modern hiſtory, where the 4 


1 and moſt perverſe potentates in Chfiſtendom have 
been taught an humbler and more rational leſſon; and ! 
mean to hold up in terrorem, their obſtinate tyranny, and the 
calamities reſulting from it, to themſelves and their domi- 
nions, that theſe alienu 85 may ſerve for beacons to pre- 
ferve TEETER oo OOO | 


| Les COAT About W' 


About the year 1617, the Bohemians having ſuffered ex- 
treme oppreſſion, met in convention, and tet forth their 
grievances to the Emperor (Matthias) ; anſwer was made, 


| that nothing had been done on the part of the court of 
vienna, chat was contrary to the Imperial edicts and reſo- 


autions of the ſtates of the empire; certain judges were com- 
nimoned by the Emperor, (as King of Bohemia) to grant 
Meeneral, or particitlar-pardons ; but theſe perſons having treated 
e temonſtrants with much harſhneſs and indignity, were 
Fhrown headlons from a two pair of ftairs window on the 
r tone pavement of the caſtle-yard. The Bohemians then 
onſtituted thirty directors of their nation, and took up arms, 
publiſhing a manifeſto to the ſeveral powers of Europe, in 
t Which they maintained the equity of their cauſe. An army 
f 30,000 men took the field, under a great hero of that day, 
che name, Sir, will probably carry with it a ſtriking 
und to your ear, as a champion for the liberties of tlic 
reeple) Count Mandisſelt. Soon after this civil war broke 
ut, the Emperor gave authority to the Duke of Bavaria, 
Nie Eleftor of Saxony, the Elector of Metz, and feveral 
tber illuſtrious perſonages, to negociate a, peace with the 
R nalcontents: thus much for the punctilious idea of not con- 
c feſcending to treat with rebels. The difficulty of the times 
„ nerecaſed to ſuch a degree the diſtraction of the Emperor's 
„ind, already agrtated with the pangs of a recent domeſtic 
- is fortune, that he reſigned altogether the regal dignity, 
I ad foon after died; leaving to his ſuceeſſor a war of twenty- 
'c Pisht years, one of the moſt rancorous and bloody on the re- 
1c Fords of hiſtory. The Bohemians offered their crown to the 
- WE !cftor Palatine, (Frederick V.) anceſtor in a female line 
of WPF our moſt gracious ſovereign George the Third, the chief of 


e hoſe electoral houſe, the Duke of Brunſwick, hazardethis 
affe and dominions, and actually loſt an arm in upholding the 
to ppreſſed Bohemians. The Parliament of England chear- 


x ully voted ſupplies to maintain their revolt, upon a princi- 


'0 pe worthy the repreſentatives of: a free and generous na- 
1c on; chat tyrannical niandates, a violation of charter rights, 
re d unconſtitutional impoſts, had diſſolved the bands of ſub- 
Iifſion from the ſubject towards the ſovereign, and left them 
ic r liberty to create a new government. A regiment of 2000 
i-ritiſh foldiers, among which were many volunteers of the 


igheſt birth and character, embarked on this popular ſer- 
ce, under one of the Vere family; while the Archbiſhop 
f Canterbury, convinced of the Gedlineſs of their battle, 

N — » 
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the expediency of treating with inſurgents, though embo- 


of the people. In 1678 an ineffectual congreſs was held for 1 


and the revolters, but that diet being compoſed of the Em- 


. niſter in form to the rebel army, (as it was called) to nego- 
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them his ſolemn and ſacred benediftion. Another precedent, 
in my humble opinion, is well worth obſervance, to eſtabliſn 


died in the field and bearing arms, may. be found in reading 
the civil wars of Hungary, begun about a century ago, by 
a violation in the Emperor Leopold, of the laws and privi- 
leges of that ſpirited nation, and the inhuman butchery of 
thoſe truly patriotic leaders, Counts Serini and Nadaſti. 
The firſt notable achievements on the fide of the Emperor, in 
the field of battle, were performed by a Colonel Heiſter, fol- 
lowed by endeavours to eſtabliſh military dominion through- 
out Hungary ; this brought on an almoſt unanimous revolt 


pacification between the Hungarians and their ſovereign.---- iſ 
Conferences---propoſals---ſuipenſion of hoſtilities, without 
avail, till the Emperor making certain conceſſtons, a truce was 
agreed to in 1681. The war, however, was revived the ycar WW” 
after, with a printed declaration that Leopold having vio- 
lated the fundamental laws of the conſtitution, was fallen 
from his throne and authority, and Emeric, count Sekeli, 
elected king of Hungary, to whom, in a few campaigns, 
Heiſter (now become a general) abandonned the whole prin- i 

cipality of Tranſylvania, Upon the death of Leopold, the 
Emperor Joſeph made propoſals to the enemy, which were 
rejected. In 1709, ſeveral priſoners were maſſacred in cool WP” 
blood, by both parties; in which year, a diet aſſembled at 
Preſburg, to accommodate matters between the Emperor 


peror's partiſans only, Ragozzi (commander of the malcon- 
tents) though invited by a ſafe conduct, refuſed to come, 
and forbade any Hungarians to repair thither, under pain of 
being conſidered as enemies to their country. The envoys Wl 
from the courts of Great Britain and the United-Provinces, e! 
made ſeveral fruitlefs atteinpts to mediate a reconciliation--- M 
The Imperial miniſters (ſay the writers of theſe tranſactions) M 
were, in fact, averſe from treaty, hoping to. aggrandize Wh* 
themſelves by the conteſt, and grow rich from à confiſcation Hen 
of the eſtates of the Hungarians; however, in 1711 the 
court of Vienna found it expedient to diſpatch a public mi- 


ciate a peace, which was at length accompliſhed, after the 
civil-war had raged, with ſhort intermiſſions, for near half 
2 century, with the deſtruction of about half a million of 
ſubjects; the Emperor ſtipulating to preſerve inviolate iy 7 
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me future, the rights, immunities, and liberties of Hun- 
gary. I would obſerve, * a view of theſe tragic ſcenes, 
that mankind in the maſs of ſociety are in all ages and coun- 
tries, actuated by nearly the ſame paſſions ; and the ſame ra- 
dical evils in the body-politic caufe ſimilar convulſions and 
= riſk of diſſolution. Without conſulting falſe pretenders to 
WT 2vgury---without. preternatural divination, you may, Sir, 
WE perceive a gloomy ſeries of misfortunes hanging over theſe 
RX realms, from the progreſs of our inteſtine warfare, equal to 
XX what befel either of thoſe unhappy nations I have juſt ſpoken 
"XX of---For my part, Sir, I own I thould be glad to compound 
for an iſſue to our quarrel with the coloniſts, as little deſtruc- 
tive to the human ſpecies, and as little deciſive of the gene- 
ral deſtiny of the kingdom, as thoſe civil broils in Hungary 
or Bohemia; but, I fear, a ſtill more awful doom awaits us. 
= The force and proſperity of _ nation depends, in great 
ME meaſure, on its populouſneſs. + © The Romans (fays a learn- 
ed author) deſtroying others, were at length themſelves 
& deſtroyed ; continually in action, and embarked on the moſt 
3 0 attempts, they wore out, like a weapon kept con- 
ſtantly in uſe.“ Whoever will duly reflect on the ſtate and 
tranſactions of this our nation, within the laſt twenty years, 
ill find her much reduced in number of inhabitants; not 
only from the efforts of the late war, but from her extenſive 
maritime and commercial emigrations---her garriſons and 
ſettlements in the remoteſt and moſt infane corners of the 


s 
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aglobe- her enterpriſes (not to ſay errantry) in the Eaſt-In- 
ies, and many debilitating home-manufaCtories that admi- 
niſter to the luxuries of the great, unthought of in antient 
imes; neither are we (I believe) at all behind the heathen- 
world for the waſte of debauchery and intemperance.  In-the' 
midſt of theſe various drains, is our little choleric iſland en- 
rering upon a war of the moſt inveterate nature, and for an 

unattainable object--a war, that were you peopled like the 
ominions of China, and diſciplined by the prolific morality 
of the primitive diſciples of Lycurgus, muſt ere long totally 
annihilate your empire. Nature (fays Monteſquieu) 
having made men equal, reaſon can never make them depen- 
ent, unleſs where it is neceflary to their happineſs.” I 
all add, that an appeal muſt ever hold, in equity, to the 


. ommon ſenſe of living ſocieties, from the compatts or inſti- 
f tions of the dead, 2 55 5 
f Thus much may of a truth be advanced in favour of the 


Americans: partners with you in the triumphs of a moſt 
3 . glorious 
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glorious foreign war, and in all thoſe national benefits ac. 
quired by your joint exertions and proweſs, they flood firm. 
cemented to you by affection, as well as confanguinity, | 
33 Sir, there are deep- founded civilians, whole rules 
might have held them juſtified long ago, in ſaving their ri- 
ſing fortunes from your ſinking fate, and in an abſolute ſe- 
paration from your dominion, were it only upon that funda. 
mental principle which ought to govern human ſocieties, as 
well as individuals---the law of ſelf-preſervation. They 
might, indeed, have urged a plea of inſanity againft the pa- 
rent-country, whoſe ' folly, ambition, and rapaciouſneſs, 
were proceeding with gigantic ftrides, year after year, and 
day after day, for a long time paſt, to deſtroy one common WP" 
ſtock of happineſs, the joint property of all the members of 
this diſtracted empire : neither was ſuch abundant happineſs 
to be found, | believe, in the lot of any mortal ſociety fince 
the beginning of the univerſe. A faction of deſpots preſi. 
ding over your. oftenſible goverment, fitter for the cells of 
9 Ha he nent eee, a limited monarch, whoſe 
ſale right to his diadem, is a right of election from the peo- 
ple---and the end of that election, to gvard inviolate the 


, * 


liberties and properties of all his ſubjefs---though the colo- BF 
niſts beheld ſuch alarming evils, and another dependent W"* 


country ( Ireland) ſhamefully trampled upon, ſuffering inju- 
ries and indignities too numerous and glaring to need a recital i 
and which country {by the way) never deſerved a like WE 
treatment at your hands, unleſs. to bear it be to deſerve it. = 
1 ſay, Sir, though the Americans clearly ſaw theſe things, 
it was with an eye of affliction, and rather with the fear of 
pity given to your public degeneracy and faſcination, than 
the leaſt ſpark of anger: but when you followed thoſe diſ- 
tant enormities, by bringing home to their own threſholds, 
the hand of rapine and tyranny---when you with a remorſe- 
leſs violence were preparing to wreſt from them every bleſſing 
to which they were unalienably entitled, as Britiſh ſubjects 
and freemen, ſupſtituting inſtead, a conſtitution never at- 
tempted to be impoſed on any ſpot of chriſtian earth, but by 
a banditti of highwaymen on the heaths of Bagſhot or Houn- 
flow---< Give me your money, or I'll blow out your brains; 
then, Sir, it was ſurely high time, if they felt like men, and, 
like Britons, to act with a ſpirit of fortitude becoming men, 
and becoming Britons. Amidſt the refuſe of every nume- 
rous community, we of courſe find ſome characters marvel- , 
louſly fluggiſh and abject; from a few of theſe did 55 15 V 
FE 8 | ardy 


. 1516; D „ „ 
ordly and fallaciouſly judge of the majority of the injured 
oloniſts, till the meaſure of our oppreſſion being full, in a 
ring of diabolical acts, againft their charters, their trade, 
and very exiſtence, ſcarce one advocate remained to us 
roughout thirteen large provinces---** There is a time, 
ays Thomſon, (not the provincial colonel of that nation 
aken in Canada, but the flower of the Scottiſh poets, Jem-- 
my Thomſon) when &en the ſlave at heart will ſpurn his 
hains, nor know ſubmiſſion more.“ That time you have 
with prodigious pains brought to maturity. From what ac- 
urſed examples our prevailing ſyſtem of politics is drawn, I 

at a loſs to diſcover ; I can conceive there is nothing of a 
imilar complexion, midſt all the voluptuous annals of man- 
ind, unleſs it be met with in the memoirs of Dionyſus, 
yrant of Syracuſe ; Sir, that monſter being determined upon 
the ruin of a free people of Reggio, impoſed on them certain 
xactions, with which he was perſuaded they had not the 
bility to comply---hence he founded a pretext to inveſt 
heir territories with a formidable army; after a gallant and 
eſperate defence, they were reduced to an unconditional 
rrender ; Dionyſus then laid their city in aſhes; con- 
emned many of the principal inhabitants to cruel tortures, 
Ind ſold the reſt for ſlaves by beat of drum, to the higheſt 
idder in a public market- place. How happy, Sir, would it 
Wake that mirror of all good qualities, our firſt lord commiſ- 
dner of the admiralty, were he appointed drummer at the 
Wty of New-York on a like occaſion! 3 
To invocate the ſpecial interpoſition of Providence in ſuch. 
Infernal undertaking as the preſent, is, to my mind, the 
jolt profligate exceſs of blaſphemy---but, however the mer- 
praries of government may this day act, I hope the indepen- 
ent country-gentlemen will join with me to implore the 
pod of Clemency, that he will exorciſe this demon of diſ- 
rd and violence, which has too long inſpired our delibera- 
ons, and preſided over the public councils of every branch 
the Britiſh legiſlature---May that God at length open our 
yes, and open our hearts, to the true intereſts of our country 
It is a very unfair argument to alledge, that the Ameri- 
ins fight for independency---Y ou muſt be ſenſible, Sir, that 
e only way to ſtraighten a bow, is to wreſt it with vigour 
an oppoſite curve: the acts of this legiſlature affecting 
> coloniſts were ſo warped from rectitude, that their only 
ance to recover a right line of juſtice was by proceeding to 
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trary extremities, to announce difunion and abſolute free- 
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dom. I approve of the addreſs to his Majeſty, recommend. 
ed by the right honourable member near me, | Lord John 
Cavendiſh] becauſe I think it bids fair to ſave both countries 
from deſtruction, and to reſtore perfect concord to the con- 
tending parts of this diſtracted empire. If you empower the 
commifſioners in America to propoſe peace on equitable WM 
conditions, offer to reſtore their charters, and relinquiſh the 
unſuſtainable claim of taxation with a good grace even 
now while your armies * in the field, under hitherto 
triumphant generals- and I make no doubt, but by fo lauda Wl 
ble a ſtep, you will obtain from your colonies, through the 
Howe's, as fair and magnanimous an anſwer, as that which 
was ſent from the Faleri to the Roman ſenate, by the great 
Camillus---<* The Romans in having preferred juſtice toſfi 
conqueſt, have taught us to be ſatisfied with ſubmiſſion in- 

ſtead of liberty.“ Ne. 

Sir fl. Maci- Sir Herbert Mackworth profeſſed himſelf to be one of thei 

wortb. independent country gentlemen, and declared, he fearclii 
that matters were much miſrepreſented ; that he did not like 
to hear gentlemen ſo ready to find a plea for the American; 
on every occaſion, and even when they were beat, to hun 
after a reaſon to ſhew that they could not avoid it, and tha 
ſome particular circumſtances occaſioned it. He ſaid, hi 
was ever moſt clearly againſt that Houſe attempting to ta 
America, as America was not repreſented in that Houſe; 
but he thought it highly neceſſary to maintain the right; and 
that it was but reaſonable America ſhould contribute ſome- 
thing in return for the millions ſhe had coft this country. H= 
ſpoke highly in favour of ſome of the gentlemen in oppoſ 
tion, but applauded the miniſtry ; finally declaring, that al 

an antient Briton, he felt for the honour of his country, and 
therefore wiſhed her ſucceſs; not but he would be glad thi 

a proper treaty for reconciliation was on foot, and, he own 

he cared not whether it was with rebels in arms or withoulile / 

them. He was againſt the amendment. 4 

R. H. 7. The right honourable T. Townſhend. I do not riſe, Sir, . 
Tewnſoerd: ꝗiſcuſs, or indeed to take much notice of that humoro 
paragraph, which the miniſters have thought proper to inſeſ 

Pate nt”: ee 

in his Majeſty's ſpeech ; calling for the unanimity of th 

Houſe, and of the nation at large. I ſay, his miniſters ban 
Inſerted, becauſe I hope it will ſtill be deemed parliamentaſ 

to conſider the King's ſpeech as the ſpeech of the minifte 

and to hold, that the miniſter or miniſters are anſwerable "ll p 

every part of it, I call it humorous, becauſe it 3 * 

1culon 


bn MW iculous in any one to conſider it as ſerious. We have, thank 
ice od, a 9 miniſter, and he has thought proper at 
5 nis time, when the generality of the world think this coun- 


ou tremble, to treat us with a joke. | 
It would be doing the compoſer of the ſpeech great injuſ- 
Wtice to ſuppoſe, that he meant in earneſt to aſſume, that we 
nuſt now be unanimous. If he were, what muſt be his lo- 
ic ? Muſt he not reaſon thus? Gentlemen, you and all the 
World forctold laſt year, that the meaſures of adminiſtration 
ould bring the affairs of America into the unhappy ſtate in 
which we now ſec them; that they would force the Ameri- 
ans to a declaration of independence ; and you urged thoſe 
natural conſequences as reaſons for oppoſing ſuch meaſures, 
he conſequence: you foretold has happened; come then, 
give us now your confidence, and be unanimous in your ſup- 
port of the ſame men, in the proſecution of the ſame ſyſtem, 
o ſay that the meaſures of laſt year did not tend to this 
end, ſeems to me abſurd to the laſt degree. What did you 
Po by your language in every debate, and by the proviſions 
pf every act that you paſſed? Did you not declare them out 
df your protection? Did you not put them in the ſituation, 
ot only of ſeparated ſtates, of France and Spain for exam- 
ple, but of diſtin ſtates, of France and Spain, at open 
war with you? Did you, even in your acts of Parliament, 
8 woes as affect to diſtinguiſh between the innocent and the 
_g_uty | SEE 
In this ſituation, miniſters think proper to trifle and to 
oke with the Houſe. I never ſaw ſuch a ſcene on the firſt 
ay of a ſeſſion, in a moſt important hour, as I have ſeen 
to-day. Miniſters do not think themſelves bound to attend, 
or to give anſwers to the queſtions that have been put to them 
y many reſpectable gentlemen to-day ; nay, they do not 
ven preſerve the leaſt appearance of attention; they do not 
Keep their ſeats, they walk about the Houſe, or out of the 
Wlouic, I rcally thought ſome time ago, that the miniſter in 
the blue ribbon had left the Houſe entirely, and meant to 
epute the care of the diviſion to his clerks and ſecretaries, 
ho might afterwards report the numbers to him at his own 
Houſe. Such a treatment, I believe, a Houſe of Parliament 


period ; a period, when we may poſſibly have reaſon to ex- 
cd, that before many months are over our heads, this coun- 
may be in as melancholy a ſituation, in a Rate. of as much 

| „ | _ confuſion 


ry in a ſituation, that ought to make the boldeſt man among 


ever experienced at any time, at leaft not at ſo important a a 
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| honourable gentlemen, who have as good a right to expect 


 - marching, or under orders to march to Breſt? Has ſhe not 
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confuſion and deſolation as now prevails in America, in con- 
ſequence of our paſt meaſures. | 
"F will now venture to put a few queſtions to the adminiſtra. 
tion, though I do nat very well know why J ſhould, as they 
have not thought proper to anſwer queſtions, perhaps, much 
more pertinent; I am ſure, much better ſtated from other 


-ot« 


anſwers as any men who ever ſat here. I believe it never 
happened, that on the firſt day of the ſeſhon, after a long re- 
ceſs, and at a moſt alarming crifis, a debate had laſted ſo long 
a time, and reached this hour of the evening, without a word 
having fallen from any one officially qualified to give ſatis- 
factory anſwers upon the fituation of public affairs. | 
I muft afk then, what means that part of the ſpeech, which 
tells us, that all the powers of Europe arè in amity with us, 
but that we muſt put our forces in a reſpectable ſtate ? Is not 
France arming ? Is not Spain armed? Has not the former 
called for the "regiſtered ſeamen ? Has ſhe not ſwept her 
coaſts by a preſs? Does there remain even a fiſherman on 
the coaft oppoſite to us, fit for the king's ſervice, who is not 


an equipment at Breſt ready to ſail ? Have we nat preſſed; 
and are we not putting a fleet of men of war into commiſ- 
fion 5 T have been told that the court of France have been 
aſked the reaſon of their arming, and that the anſwer our 
court received was, that we were armed ourſelves, and in ſa 
formidable a ſtate, that we ſhould immediately ſubdue Ame- 
rica, and that they were jealous, that in che career of our glo- 
ry we Thould fall upon them. If that is true, I muft ſuppoſe Wl 
the miniſter of France to have been in as facetious a humour 
when he ſent that anſwer, as our minifter was, when he com- 
poſed that part of his Majeſty's ſpeech, which aſſumes, that 
we mult be unanimous in this day's debate. I muſt confeſs, iſ 
that till I receive a little ſatisfaction upon theſe points, I ſhall 
continue to think this country in the moſt perilous ſituation 
it ever experienced. When I confider our army in England, 
our army in Ireland, what are the numbers, and of what 
raw men they are compoſed, I own, I tremble. Surely our 
Militia alone, in its preſent condition, is not to be truſted as 
the only defence of this country. It is not like what is wat 
during the laſt war, The militia marched out from their 
counties, regiment by regiment, according to the ftate of 
their diſcipline, and their fitneſs to take the field, They 
þad had the affiſtance of two or three officets from the army, 

4 | to 
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o aſſiſt in the training each ſeparate battalion. Now they 
vill be called out all at once, and without theſe aſſiſtances. 
dd to this, that without any reflection upon the preſent 
Wentlemen who bear commiſſions in the militia; they have 
Pot a third or a fourth part of the weight and property amon 
em, that they had during the war. Now, Sir, as chote 
ſential qualities in officering a militia are not counterbal- 
anced by the leaſt ſuperiority in military ſkill, that body of 
Nen are, in my opinion, not by any means ſo much to be 
epended upon. | 
Ac to the tate of the navy, we have heard much upon it 

om gentlemen much better qualified to ſpeak upon it than 
Wh yſclf But there are one or two very ſtriking features in it, 
hat differ much from what we ſaw laſt war. We had twelve 
r thirteen thouſand Americans in our navy. It is unneceſ- 
ry to ſay where they are now. They are making repriſals 
don our defenceleſs trade. I hope they have made more 
izes than the French and Spaniards did in all the laſt war 
thoſe ſeas. We have beſides, I underftand, about 15,000 
Four ſeamen in our fleet in America. What a draught 
om the general naval force of this country! We have, as 
ou are told, a very fine fleet of ſhips of the line: but can 
« wy the line protect your trade, or alone prevent an in- 
aſton? Where are your frigates and ſloops? Almoſt all in 
America, I have been told, and from the beſt authority, 
men who ſat many years at the board of admiralty, with, 
rrhaps, the greateſt officer this country ever ſaw at the head 
f its navy, that in times of an apprehended invaſion, fifty, 
Wxty, ſeventy of theſe frigates and {loops were conſtantly and 
eceſſarily employed. What proportion of them can you 
ow command ? 7 T2: | 
In the laſt war, the Freneh had other obje&s to think of, 
des an invaſion of theſe iſlands. You had an army in 
germany, that held at bay, and found ample work for 
$0,000 of the beſt troops in France. What chance have 
ve now of ſuch a diverſion of their force? They ſeem to me 
have before them, the full choice of every circumſtance 
at a nation can wiſh for, that have a conſtant rival, and 
imoſt as conſtant an enemy to deal with. They may chuſe the 
ene, the mode, and, if I may uſe the expreſſion, the de- 
free of war they pleaſdG. 


of The fleet of Spain may ſail to America, while the troops 
ad fleet of France may either threaten or attack this coun- 
„. if they march their troops down to the coaſt, which 


they 
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they may do without the leaſt inconvenience to themſelves, 
if their men of war only ride at anchor in the road of 
Breſt, it will be ſufficient to ſtrike almoſt a fatal blow to 
the credit of this country, at the ſame time that jou 3 
fleet in America will be at the mercy of the Spaniards. For, 
as it has been already ſaid, what can my Lord Howe's fri. 

tes do againſt ten or twelve men of war of the line ? * 
The diſputes and hoſtilities between Spain and Portugal 
are hinted at in the ſpeech. If that difference proceeds to 
an open rupture, if France and Spain jointly, or either of 
them ſeparately, attack that country, we are bound by trea- 
ty to affiſt Portugal with conſiderable ſuccours by ſea and 
land. The commerce of this country with Portugal ha 
been always looked upon as an object of importance; it 
may be ſomething leſs beneficial now, than it uſed to be, 
but ſtill it is of great moment to us. Can you in your 
preſent ſituation protect it? Can you perform your en- 
gagements, and attempt to prevent that country from be- 
coming a province of Spain ? What a figure will this coun- 
try make, if it is obliged to declare in the face of all Eu- 
rope, that it is not in a condition to fulfil its treaties 
(a diſgrace which never before ftained the annals of this 
country !) and to ſuffer Portugal, once the ſource of a trade 
extremely beneficial to us, to be over-run by the princes of 
* houſe of Bourbon and perhaps to become a province of 
pain. | . 
Sir, this picture is too diſagreeable for me to with to 
dwell upon it. I am afraid it is not over charged. If it is, 1 
mall be glad to be convinced of it. | 
Before I fit down, I muſt beg leave, Sir, to take notice 
of a few words, that fell from the worthy member who 
ipoke laſt. He ſpoke long and well. I have not equal 
pretenfion or inclination to take up as much of your time, 
He uſed much argument, and certainly no declamation, 2 
he proſcribed and forbid it in others. He threw out a ſort 
of a challenge. Do not declame, but ſhew me, when this 
Houſe has inflicted any hardſhip upon America, I mul 
recommend to the gentleman to take one or two of the vo- 
lumes of ſtatutes of the two laſt years, and peruſe them, 
He will find them full of ſuch laws as never made a pat 
of any ſtatute-book before. He will find, that we have 
put the colonies totally out of our protection: that we have 
forbid them the exerciſe of any trade but that of arms, i 


and haye by thoſe means forced them to take up thoſe w 
an 
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nnd uſe them againſt ourſelves: that we profeſſed to involve 
the innocent ſubjects of America with the guilty : that our 
eſtrictions did not only deprive them of trade but even of 
food. In this ſituation we are to wonder at their declaring 
themſelves OR COP : 1 
Sir, the worthy member, has likewiſe accuſed ſomebody 
-f taking every opportunity of extolling the bravery and 
onduct of the American troops and officers, and at the 


Wrviour of our own officers and troops. I do not know at 
ho he means to point. I do not feel myſelf liable to this 
charge. As to the affair of Long-Ifland, as the action hap- 
Wpencd, I am glad to find it attended with fo little loſs on the 
Hide of General Howe. I own I am wicked enough to with 
at fewer Americans had fallen. There are diſagreeable 
reports upon that ſubject. I do not know enough of the 
ſubject to ſpeak with certainty, but I hope the miniſters 
will be able to convince us, that it is not true, that four- 
teen or fifteen hundred of them were killed in cold blood. 
When I came to town the day the news came, I heard that 


W wards, I heard it upon a little cooler reflection, paliated and 
accounted and apoligized for: I underſtand that to-day it 


fact, I will not even hint at the body of troops, by which it 
2s ſuppoſed to have been committed, | 

I have never been diſpoſed to make free with the charac- 
ters of officers abſent and upon ſervice. 1 am ſure, I am 
not one of. thoſe who have caſt thoſe reflections, alluded 
to by an honovurable gentleman behind me, upon the con- 
duct of Sir Peter Parker. I have always heard him rec- 
koned an able officer; he has undoubtedly, in the affair of 
Sullivan's Iſland, ſhewn himſelf a brave man. It is impoſ- 
ſible for one ſo ignorant of naval affairs as J am, to judge 
of the propriety of the attack. But where is the character 
of General Clinton? as amiable and reſpectable a man, and as 
gallant and enterpriſing an officer as any in the ſervice. And 
Jet, judgment formed by mankind from the accounts pub- 
liſhed by government is not in his favour, He appears, 
by their accounts, to have been nineteen days on Long- 
Iſland, before he found out the channel was ſeven feet deep 
Inſtead of eigfteen inches. General Clinton in the laſt war 
attached bimſelf to the hereditary Prince of Brunſwick, a 
{rvice, that would not have been choſen by a man, that had 
nor 


2 a  wwea go COÞ 


s ＋ „ „ 


ame time of ae, and injuriouſly cenſuring the beha- 


fact aſſerted with exultation, avowed and juſtified. After- 


will be denied. As I do not pretend to be certain of the 
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ſent officers, but let him remember the quarter from whence i 


tions a diſcovery of the original defigns of the leaders of the 


of man, One Gazette announced no leſs than two and fifty 
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not the ſpirit of enterprize. In ſuch a ſchool he was not 
likely to learn to hefitate or to decline any fatigue or dan- 
ger, by which the ſervice, upon which he was ordered, 
might be advanced. Nor did he deviate from his former 
conduct upon this occaſion. Thaugh the accounts that 
have been publiſhed and the reports ſpread by every mew. 
ber of government =—_ have drawn upon him} the cenſure 
of unthinking men. Sir, I have ſeen ſuch accounts, as au- 
thorize me to ſay, that he examined the channel or ford, a; 
it has been erroneouſly called, the day he landed, and that 
he ſent an account of it to the Commodore. He ſounded it 
with his own perſon as far as he could. If I advance what 
is ill founded, let me be contradicted. But I am confident ff 
no man can contradit me. If I am right, how injuriouſ- 
ly he has been treated! The worthy member exclaims with 
propriety againſt liberties taken with the characters of ab- 


the injury comes, and direct his cenſure accordingly. 
There is, I think, one part of the ſpeech which men- 


Americans. In God's name, who made them leaders? Ho 
came they to be ſo? If you force men together by oppreſſion, 
they will form into bodies, and chuſe leaders. Mr. Han- 
cock was a merchant of credit and opulence when this un- 
happy buſineſs firft broke out. Men in that kind of ſitua - 
tion are not very prone to a change of government. I think 
I have ſometimes heard a few old women ſay, that the ci- 
vil war of the laſt century was originally contrived by il 
Cromwell ;—that the firſt oppofition to Charles I. was begun 
in order to advance Cromwell to the protectorſnip. It is 2 
ſagacity and penetration of the ſame kind that has now hap- 
pily diſcovered the original views of thoſe who now are 
the leaders of the Americans. —_ 

Some gentlemen have been jocular upon the ribbands a 
other honours conferred by the Congreſs. They have, 
however, hardly diftributed honours with a leſs ſparing hand 
than the miniſters have done. I believe, ſince the good 
days of King James I. there never was fo great a profuſion 
of honours, as within this half year. I beg pardon for the ex- WW! 
preffion of profufion, it conveys an improper idea, and I wil 
to recal it. It is not a profuſion, it is a happy encreaſe of me- 
rit in theſe times, which called for certainly a much larger 
diſtribution of honours than has been known in the memory 


honours 
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nd Ireland have been fer to fix and forty patents of peerage 
vithin theſe few months. Some of them, I believe, ſup- 
poſed not to be quite confiſtent with the Act of Union. I 


f favour ſhewn to the Peers of Scotland; I do not enter 
Into that queſtion; it is matter for the deciſion of another 
fſſembly. I wiſh the Scotch peerage upon a much better 
Poting. I ſhould fee with pleaſure five and twenty or thirty 
ritiſn pecrages conferred upon the Peers of that kingdom, 
rovided we could get rid of the election of the fixteen. I 
eſpect many of the preſent fixteen, and ſhould willingly ſee 
hem included in ſuch a promotion. But their preſent con- 

Fition is not a defirable one. I believe there is not a man in 
mat part of the united kingdom, who does not agree with 
ne in this opinion. kn ß re, 
But, Sir, I am deviating from the queſtion before us; 
ough I believe I may Real precedent for it, the firſt day of 
ſeffion being uſually looked upon as a day of general con- 


* 


Wor their indulgence to me. 


have ventured to ſubmit to thoſe, who in other times 


ueſtions treated as thoſe offered by other gentlemen have 
en. However, if I can procure a ſaticta ler anſwer to 
em, I ſhall think myſelf amply repaid for the trouble J have 
en to ſtate them 3 


xrly, becauſe ſhould I defer my intention for only half an 


Pour longer, the Houſe may probably TR one of 'my prime 
Wducements for riſing to trouble you, It is, Sir, to meet 


d e charge made againſt me by the right honourable gentle- 
an over the way, [Mr. Townſhend] leſt it may go forth, 
d at 1 neglected my duty in this Houſe, as a member or a 
d miſter ; left, Sir, an abſence of ten minutes, on a preſfi 


dntinue fourteen hours, ſhould be repreſented as an open 


2 

certion of my poſt, in the moment of danger and difficulty. 
3 may, Sir, be deficient in many reſpects, but of all wants L 
rf ver imagined that a want of reſpe&, diligence as a mem- 


Er, or attention to this Houſe, would have ſwelled the long 


Vol., VI. „ | ber, 


onours conferred in Ireland. The great ſeals of England 


would not be ſuppoſed to look with an evil eye at any marks 


erfation, T have now only to return thanks to the Houſe 
I roſe for ti purpoſe of aſking the few queſtions which 


yould have been thought under ſome degree of necefſity of 
ſwering them. I ſhall not be much ſurpriſed to find my 


W Lord North. I think proper to deliver my ſentiments thus Ld. Ml. 


of buſineſs in, the courſe of a debate, which will probably 


talogue, I am yet to learn, that the behaviour of a mem- 
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ber, relative to theſe perſonal minutiæ, was ever eſteemed a. 


fit object of parliamentary animadverſion, or matter ſuffi. 
ciently important to incur public reprehenſion. I have, it 
is true, been abſent about ten minutes, upon a preſhng call 
of buſineſs, and am now returned to my ſeat. This, Sir, is 
the attrocious crime I have committed, This it is that has 
furniſhed the right honourable gentleman who 88 laſt 
with ſo happy an opportunity of diſplaying his talents. I 
truſt, however, that I ſhall have the juſtice done me, to allow 
that there is no member in this Houſe longer keeps his place, 
T mean my place in Parliament, or attends with greater pa- 
tience and reſignation, the whole length of a tedious debate, 
„„ | | > OW = 
It has been more than once objected this night, that I have, 
fince the commencement of the preſent-troubles, held back 
ſuch information as became neceflary far you ta know, in or- 
der the better to be able to decide upon meaſures proper to be 
purſued, relative to America, Nothing can be more unjuſt 
and ill founded than this charge. I have been ready at all 
times ta communicate to this Houſe every paſſible informa: 
tion that could be given with ſafety. I repeat with ſafety, 
becauſe the very bad and miſchteyous canſequences of diſ- 
cloſing the full contents of letters, with the writers' names, 
has been already ſeverely proved, and would, in the preſent 
fituation of affairs, not only be impolitic, but might be to 
the laſt degree dangerous, if not fatal, to the perſons imme: 
diately concerned. | at”. 
Several honourable gentlemen on the other ſide, have pro- 
poſed queſtions, which I think an attentive peruſal of the 
ſpeech. would have prevented them from putting to me. His 
Majeſty ſays, he has received aſſurances of amity from the 
ſeveral cqurts of Europe; yet he has thought it neceſſary ta 
prepare himſelf againſt any ſauden attack. The aſſertion is 
I contend, ſtrictly true; I am anſwerable for its veracity ; 
for I adviſed, in concert with the reſt of his Majeſty ſervants, 
the paſſage how objected to. His Majeſty has received thoſe 
aſſurances ; but he has not thought it prudent entirely to truſ 
and rely on their contents. 2 | 
It is well known that Spain and Portugal have been for the 
laſt year on the point of differing about the frontiers of the 
Brazils. It is equelly true, that his Majeſty has interpoſed 
his good offices as a mediator, and endeavoured to accommo- 
date the diſpute. This interpoſition, at preſent, promiſes to 
terminate happily, and to the ſatisfaction of both parties; i 
| — | | 55 
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3s, however, impoſſible to tell what turn the affair may take, 


or venture at all to be reſþon/ible for the event of ſuch a nego-* 


tiation. 3 | > „ | 
From the preſent aſſurances of the court of France, and 


ſtronger cannot be deſired, we have every reaſon to be ſatis- 


fied of their pacific intentions; ſhould it nevertheleſs prove 
otherwiſe, I can venture to affirm, and from my own know- 
ledge to aſſure this Houſe, that we are prepared for the 
worſt, and that our preparations have been ſuch as to enable 
us to cope with any enemy who may be inclined to moleſt 
us. It has been ſaid, that we are ſtripped of our home naval 
defence; that Hough we ſhould procure ſeamen, and have a 
ſufficient number of line of battle ſhips ready for ſea, the ab- 
ſence of our frigates would prevent us, for ſome time, at leaſt, 
carrying on any effectual naval operations. To this; a very 
ſhort anſwer will ſuffice 5 we have ſeveral frigates at home, 
there are ſome building; and if it were not ſo, we could pro- 
cure a ſufficient number to anſwer every purpoſe we wan, 
or wiſh at preſent to effect. 


The armament going on in France, -which has been this 


 &@o oO £x©w •»„4 


of law and liberty.“ Now I ſee no wit or humour in either 
of the paſſages alluded to, but the plaineſt deduttions of plain 


reaſoning and common ſenſe ; by unanimity, it cannot be ſup- 


poſed was meant a total union of ſentiment, -on every fide of 
the Houſe ; it could hardly be imagined or expected; it meant 
great and decifive majorities, minorities conſiſting, perhaps, 
of thirty or forty members. As to the ee charged 
on that other paſſage, wherein his Majeſty expre lis d 

ire to reſtore his ſubjects to law and liberty, that J think is, 
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es his de- 
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if poſſible, worſe founded; inſtead of being abſurd or hypo- 
critical, I am of opinion, it 1s ſupported by fact, and as 
ſound logic as the Engliſh language 1s capable of conveying, | 
Is not law and liberty fled from America? Can it be faid {6 
of this country? The debate of this day has fully proved it 
cannot; and | beg leave to remind the gentlemen, whahave 
in the courſe of the preſent evening thrown io many reflex: 
ions upon adminiſtration, that they would ſoon find the dif- 
ference of the two countries, had they dared to make ſo free 
with the congreſs. I cannot, however, but applaud, the ſpi- 
Tit which has diftated thoſe ſeverities : I am pleated with 
that ſpirit of enquiry which has manifeſted, though it be a 
licentious ſpirit ; and I wiſh it to continue, though I am deſ- 
tined to be the object of attack. LEES... 
I beg pardon of the Houſe for taking up fo much of their 
time, but I wiſh them to recolle&, , that much the greater 
part of it was taken up in replying to queſtions and explana- 
tions. I though it my duty to anſwer and give. I cannot 
agree with the amendment now propoſed, becauſe it defires 
his Majeſty to ſet on foot a tedious enquiry to no purpoſe, to 
procraſtinate events which in all probability will ſoon be 
produced, and render fruitleſs every favourable operation 
which hath already taken place. It has always been my 
with, and that of every other ſervant of the King, to bring 
matters to as early an iſſue, and with as little bloodſhed, as 
poſſible ; to uſe the preſent ſucceiles and victory, if it were 
gained, with prudence and moderation, and rather as a 
means of cementing a laſting unity and amity, than as ob- 
jects of triumph, or inſtruments for forging the chains of ſla- 


. 


8 or excuſes for tyranny or oppreſſion. 5 | 
e appealed to his own conciliatory motion, that recon- i 
ciliation had conſtantly been his object. He aſſerted, that 

that motion held out to the colonies, a propoſal, or propoſi- 

tion, that they ſhould raiſe among themſelves, a certain, or 

ſuch a proportionate ſum, as ſhould be, ſettled and agreed 

upon between Great Britain and them; and that in future, 

they ſhould never be further taxed but when we were. 

Col. Barre, Col. Barr obſerved, that, the right honourable gentleman, 
- who ſpoke laſt but one, was wrong in ſtating, that the noble 

: Lord did not pay ſufficient attention to the Houle; that the 
"noble Lord certainly did very regularly attend, and was in 

general ready to anſwer the queſtions put to him; that he 
anſwered them ſatisfactorily, he would not ſay, but he 
generally anſwered them; there was one queſtion, homer 
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hich had been put in the courſe of the debate; a queſtion 
the firſt conſequence, of the moſt ſerious importance, to 
hich the noble Lord had wholly neglected to ſpeak. In 
der to give him an opportunity of ſpeaking to it, he would 
erefore then put it, and ſit down, without proceeding fur- 
er, that the noble Lord might give the Houſe that ſatisfac- 
on which he doubted not, many of them wiſhed to receive. 
he queſtion was, What powers were General and Lord 
Jowe inveſted with, as his Majeſty's Commiſhoners, to treat 
ith America?“ | 


tely been publiſhed in the Gazette, and that nothing rela- 
ve to the buſineſs had been concealed. His Lordſhip read 
art of the commiſſion, and ſaid, he knew of nothing more, 
leſs indeed ſome direction relative to priſoners, 
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pcket, declared, he had in his hand an account of what 
aſſed at a conference between Lieutenant Colonel Patter- 
In and General Waſhington, when Colonel Patterſon was 
iſpatched with General and Lord Howe's letter; that the 
count was printed in America, but that it bore evident 
arks of authenticity, although indeed it did not come di- 
ectly to his hands; for he could poſitively ſay, that no let- 
er directed to him, and ſent from America, ever reached 
im. He commented on the account in his hand, declari 

is high eſteem for Colonel Patterſon, with whom he had the 
appineſs to be acquainted, and aſſerting, that he was a man 
f the firſt honour in the ſervice. He ſaid, the account he 
Fas going to read did Colonel Patterſon infinite credit. 

He then read the following paper, from the New-York 
azette of the fifth of Auguſt, os | | 
The following is an exact ſtate of what paſſed at the in- 
rview between his Excellency General Waſhington, and 
olonel Patterfon, Adjutant General of the army under, Ge- 
era] Howe, July FI. | 

“After uſu 

e whole converſation, Colonel Patterſon addreſſed General 
aſhington by the title of Excellency, Colonel Patterſon en- 
red upon the buſineſs by ſaying, that ten Howe much 
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retted the difficulties which had ari en reſpecting the addreſs 
the letters to Gen. Waſhington; that it was deemed conſiſtent 
th propriety, and founded upon precedents of the like nature 


y Ambaſſadors and Plenipotentiaries, where diſputes or diffi- 
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al compliments, in which, as well as through 
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Lord North immediately ſaid, that their commiſſion had Lord Nees. 


Col. Barre again roſe, and pulling a paper out of his Col. Bort. 
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- culties of rank had ariſen ; that General Waſhington mige 


did not directly offer to General Waſhington, but obſerved 


che rights of humanity. Colonel Patterſon then took a pa or 


a7; ra To which Colonel Patterſon replied, he didn 
doubt 


the characteriſtic of the Britiſh nation. Colonel Patterl 


fatal conſequences might be apprehended, 
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recollect he had, laſt ſummer, addreſſed à letter to Gene: 
Howe, to the honourable William Howe, Eſq;“ that Log 
Howe, and General Howe, did not mean to an fro 
the reſpect or rank of General Waſhington ; that they hu 
his perſon and character in the higheſt eſteem ; that the d 
rection, with the addition, &c. &c. &c. implied every thin 
that ought to follow. He then produced a letter which k 


that it was the ſame letter which had been ſent, and laid! 
on the table, with the ſuperſcription to George Waſhingta 
&c. &c. &. The General declined the letter, and tall 
that a letter directed to a perſon in a public character, ſhoul 
have ſome deſcription or indication of it, otherwiſe it wo 
appear a mere private letter; that it was true the c. &c. & 
implied every thing, and they alſo implied any thing; th 
the letter to General Howe alluded to, was an anſwer to on 
received under a like addreſs from him, which the officer « 
duty having taken, he did not think proper to return, but a 
ſwered it in the fame mode of addref; ; that he ſhould abi 
lutely decline any letter directed to him as a private perſor 
when it related to his public ſtation. Colonel Patterſon the 
Kid, that General Howe would not urge his delicacy 2 
further, and repeated his aſſertions, that no failure of reſpet 
was intended. He then ſaid, that he would endeayour, a 
well as he could, to recolte& General Howe's ſentiments 0 
the letter, and reſolves of Congreſs, ſent him a few days Hor 
fore, reſpecting the treatment of our priſoners in Cana er 
and that the affairs of Canada were in another departme 
not ſubje& to the controul of General Howe, but that! 
and Lord Howe utterly diſapproved of every infringement 


out of his pocket, and, after looking it over, ſaid, he Ho 
expreſſed nearly the words. General Waſhington then fai 
that he had alſo forwarded a copy of the reſolves to Gene m 


bt a proper attention would be paid to them, and that! 
(General Waſhington) was ſenſible, that cruelty was n 


then proceeded. to ſay, he had it in charge to mention pe 
caſe. of General Preſcot, who, they were informed,  * 


treated with ſuch rigour, that, under his age and infirmitiWon 
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« General Waſhington replied, that General Preſcot's 
atment had not fallen under his notice; that the perſons 
der his particular direction, he had treated with kindneſs, 
d made their fituation as 20 and comfortable as poſſible; 
at he did not know where General Preſcot was, but be- 
ved his treatment was different from their information. 
eneral Waſhington then mentioned the caſe of Colonel 
| len, and the officexs who had been confined in Boſton 
ol. As to the firſt, Colonel Patterſon anſwered, that Ge- 
tal Howe had no knowledge of it, but by information 
om General Waſhington, and that the Canada department 
as not under his direction or controul ; that as to the other 
iſoners at Boſton, whenever the ſtate of the army at Boſton 
Imitted it, they were treated with hamanity. and even in- 
gence z chat he aſſerted this upon his honour, and ſhould 
happy in an Feen it 8 
e General Waſhington then obſerved, that the conduct 
ſeveral of the officers would well have warranted a different 
eatment from what they had received; ſome having refuſed 
give any parole, and others having broke it, when given, 
eſcaping, or endeavouring ſo to do. Colonel Patterſon 
aſwered, that as to the firſt, they miſunderſtood the mat- 


3 4 


en were to be found in every claſs and yoo © and ſuch 
ritiſh army. 
olonel Patterſon then proceeded to ſay, that the goodneſs 
d begevalence of the King had induced him to appoint 
ord 5 9 Howe his commiſſioners. to accom- 
odate this unha iſpute; that they had great powers, 
d would FRG eee pleaſure — ing — ac- 
dmmodatian ; and that he (Colonel Patterſon) wiſhed to 
ave this viſit conſidered as making the firſt advances to this 
irable object. General Waſhington replied, he was not 
ited with any powers on this ſubje&, by thoſe from whom 
derived his authority and power. But from what had 
peared and tranſpired. on this head, Lord Howe and Ge- 
ral Howe were only to grant pardons ; that thoſe who had 
pmmitted no fault, wanted no pardon; that we were only 


defending 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 119%, 
defending what we deemed our indiſputable right. Colorid 
Patterſon faid, that would open a very wide field for argy. 
ment. He then ex expreſſed his apprehenſions that an adhe. 
Fence to forms was tkely to ies wn buſineſs of the greatek | 
moment and concern. 

He then 6bſerved, that a Taiop6fit had been formerly 
mode of exchanging Governor Skene for Mr. Lovell; tha 
he now had authority to accede to that propoſal. Gened ni 
Waſhington replied, that the propoſition had been made hy 
Se direction of Congreſs, and having been then rejected, he 
e6uld not now renew the bufineſs, or give any me, ti 
R@had previouſly communicated it to them. 

1 Colonel Patterſon behaved: with- the ' greateſt attention 
and politeneſs during the whole bufineſs, expreſſed ſtrong at- 
knowledgments that the uſual ceremony of - blinding his eya 
had been diſpenſed with. At the breaking up of the conte. 
rence, General Waſhington ſtrongly invited him to partik 
of a fmall collation provided for him, which he politely ds. 
clined, alledging his late breakfaſt; and an impatience to re 
torn to General Howe, though he had not executed hi 
commiffion ſo amply as he wiſhed. Finding he did not pro- 
ſtaying; he was introduced to the general officers, afte 
which he took his leave, and was ſafely conducted to his om 
boat, which waited for him, ek four miles ee fron 


e . * 
ade blic by order of Co "I 
K 2 eb order of Congroty, 
Colonel Barr6 pe of the miniſters, why ſome 2c- 
count of this matter had not been given the public through 
the channel of the London Gazette? He ſaid it was tht 
feardalous concealment of intelligence from the public, which 
rouſed his warmth ; that from the account he had juſt rea 
it was plain, the miniſters had been bold enough to break 
through an act of Parliament, for that in that very Houle 
the act had paſſed but laſt ſeſſion, limiting the powers of the 
commiſſioners ſent to America, and rendering their commit” 
Hon altogether ineffectual. That he ſhould have applauded pok 
them for their ſpirit in daring to violate the law, had the vio- 
lation produced a ſalutary effect. That he had laſt year 
told them what would be the conſequence of their ſending 
ſuch commiſfioners, under ſuch an act of Parliament; that 
he had adviſed them, to ſend a trumpet from camp to cam}, 
previous to any action; that the Houſe, he was proud ufer 
oy, al approved of that adyice, and that he was fure + 
wo 


a treaty, overlaid by abſurd forms and idle punctilio. He 
Nurned from this, to what he called another important ſub- 

&, the tremendous appearance of a war in Europe, and 
old the Houſe in a moſt peremptory tone, that a war of the 


nited powers of France and Spain. That the attack would 
ortly be made, and made within the hearing of thoſe who 
en fat in the Houſe. A laugh ariſing from the oppoſite 
2nches, the Colonel obſerved with ſome warmth, Gen- 
emen may laugh, but I dare aver, that thoſe who laugh 
ow, will, in the moment of danger, be: lying, in tears, 


rance was full two months before-hand with us in pre- 
aration, that we were, in fact, defenceleſs, unable to make 
y refiſtance ſhould ſhe ſoon begin; that the noble Lord 
Wifted his ground ſo often, that there was no dependence on 
is information; that even now he had ſaid, he relied on 


ut that he did not know how ſoon ſhe might alter her in- 
ntion. 


erſailles: but as he was uo prophet, he would not anſwer 
dr events fix months hence. He complained of having his 
rords watched, and thrown perpetually in his teeth. 


was extraordinary, indeed, if the noble Lord high in office, 
nd the oſtenſible miniſter, expected his words would not 
watched ; he proteſted he would continue to watch him, 
d report his words on every fit occaſion. The miniſter of 
us country, he ſaid, ought always to have information ſuf- 
tent of what the French were about to undertake, . to 
romiſe for fix months; if he could not, his neck ought to 
> brought to the block. The ſituation of the affairs of this 
ountry, he ſaid, was awful, alarming, and tremendous : he 
poke it, he ſaid, with fear and. trembling, but this country 
emed to be near the criis of her fate; he adviſed the trea- 
ry-bench, therefore, to look about them, and as there was 
ne queſtion which demanded an immediate anſwer, he would 
hen put it: Had the King's miniſters information of a par- 
cular ſpecies of armament preparing by the French in thoſe 
orts of France which were immediately oppoſite, and neareſt 
o this kingdom? The queſtion, he truſted, was clear and 
omprehenfive, He put it roundly, and it required imme- 
Vor. VI. f diats 


ould have been more effectual, than a ridiculous attempt 


Hoſt ſerious kind threatened this country, a war from the 


their backs, like cowards, He then declared, that 


he preſent aſſurances of the pacific intentions of France, 


4 


Lord North declared, that he firmly believed the court of Ld. Nerth. 


Col. Barr# declared he ever would watch the miniſter ; that Col. Barre, 


* 


declared, he thought profeſſed courtiers had been better bred, 


Ad. Keppel, Admiral Keppel ſaid, that things had an extreme difagret 
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diate explanation. If it was not anſwered, the ſilence of 
the miniſtry would operate in his mind as fully as any anſwer 
they could give; if they had not the neceſſary information, 
they were not fit for their poſts, and ought. to hold them n9 
longer. He entered into the ſtate of our naval power, ſum- 
ming up the number of men of war in our ports, and the 
guard-ſhips, which he declared had none of them their com- 
pliment of men on board, although the noble Lord had ſaid, 
they were nearly manned. Here he was 33 interrupted, 
Lord North having ſaid partly manned. ] He aſſerted, that 
we were by no means a match for the united force of F tance 
and Spain. He recommended to the miniſtry, at any rate 
to make up matters with America; he obſerved we had in 
the laſt war 12,000 ſeamen from America, who would now, 
ſhould France attack us, be fighting againſt us; that all the 
uſeful part of our navy was on the coaſts of America; in 
fact, that matters were fo bad, that unavoidable ruin hover: 
ed over this devoted country. Recall, therefore, he faid, 

ur fleets and armies from America, and leave the brave 
colomiſts to the enjoyment of their liberty. This created a 
louder laugh than the former among the occupiers of the ſe- 
veral official-benches ; which irritated the Colonel ſo much, 
that he reprehended the treaſury-bench in terms of great 
aſperity; he arraigned them with a want of manners, and 


He then again denounced vengeance, and after a thouſand i. 
repetitions of the danger of our preſent fituation, he bid the 
miniſtry appoint proper officers ;: the fleet, he ſaid, ought to 
be commanded by.a brave man then in the Houſe, an Ad- 
miral who had once already faved his country; the Admiril 
he meant was his honourable friend near him, Admiral Kep- 
pel; he ſaid, he knew he was out of order in naming ? 
member, but on ſuch an occaſion he thought himſelf jufti- 
fied in mentioning ſo brave an officer. = | 

At length having held up a moſt tremendous picture af 
impending miſchief to his country, he repeated his queſtion 
to the treaſury-bench, and ſat down, deploring the infi- 
tuation of government, and aſſerting, that a majority ore 
votes in that Houſe would never conquer France and Spain 
however they might procure the miniſter a momentary tn 
umph, and make him a welcome gueſt at St. James's. 


able appearance. He aſſerted, from the moſt authentic infor as 
mation, that Spain had twenty - five ſhips of the line, but believel 
s Ww 8 a * them 


„ & ® 


A ar * 


them to be ill- manned with marines. In reſpe& to France, 
it was otherwiſe. Their regiſters commanded ſeamen, and 
their military force was known to be ſufficient to furnith any 
number of men, they might want, to ſerve on board their 
ſhips of war. He concluded with lamenting, in cafe of a 
rupture with France or Spain, the abſence of that uſeful 
and neceſſary part of our nayal force, our trigates and tloops 
of war. | ; 
Lord George Germaine, I riſe to explain a few circum- LA. George 
ances which have been demanded for information; I fhall Ce. 
give all the ſatisfaction in my power, not ſpeaking from 
notes. Relative to the ſtate of our armament, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman is much miſtaken in ſaying the twenty - 
three {hips are not half manned. They want, Sir, only 
1500 men of their full complement, and twelve are fully 
manned : fo that there are no 12aions for thole numerous and 
great apprehenſions, which the right honourable. Gentleman 
has ſtated to largely. . As to the propoſitions which General 
Howe made to General Waſhington, they prove clearly, as 
he Americans themſelves ſtate the matter, that General 
Howe was eager for the means of peace and conciliation 3 . - 
ut Waſhington againſt them. However, General Howe 
will doubtleſs be able to put New-Y ork at the mercy of the 
King; after which, the legiſlature will be reſtored, and an 
opportunity will thereby be given for the well affected to de- 
lare themſelves, who are ready to make proper ſubmiſſion, 
dir Peter Parker's expedition failed, from arriving too late; 
am not antwerable for its ſucceſs, for it was planned before 
came into the office, I had affurances from Lord Corn- 
vallis and General Clinton of this, that had not unavoidable 
elays happened, the force would have proved ſufficient, 
he conduct of the war in Canada alſo has been reprobateg 
or want of boats; all poſhble expedition has been uſed in 
uilding them, but it has taken longer time than I expected, 
and the embarking upon the lake has neceſſarily been delayed 
deyond the time intended. I am farther aiked, what are 
he numbers of the armies in America? Sir, the number of 
hat under General Howe is 25,000, and he will be reins 
orced by 5000 more, which are near the American coaſt | 
dy this time. He has beſides about 2090 provincials, and 
vill probably have more. The army in Canada is 11, 0a, 
and perhaps three or four hundred, which is the full com- 
plement for that department, if not a little more. There 
aas been no cartel ſettled. There can be none; but the 

| G 2 | ; __ com- 


priſoners, man for man. Another queſtion is, whether ad. 


the blue ribband put upon his conciliatory motion. 
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commanders in chief have agreed upon an exchange of ſome 


miniftration knows any thing of particular preparations on 
the coaſt of France ? — aſked the noble Lord by me, 
[Lord North] and he knows nothing of any fuch---nothing 
farther than what is neceſſary for conducting the regiſteredi 
ſeamen to Breſt- nor have I any intelligence of that fort, 
And now, Sir, having replied to theſe queries, permit me 
to make one -remark on the Honſe of Bourbon's ſuppoſed 
deſign of aſſiſting the Americans, by going to war with us 
T can give no credit to this idea, and my reaſon is, becauſe 
it would be manifeſtly againſt their intereſt. How well do 
you ſuppoſe would thoſe countries like to have the ſpirit d 
independence croſs the Atlantic > Would they not fear that 
their own coloniſts would catch fire at the unlimited night 
of mankind,---would they not like that language better than 
digging gold ? And would not there ariſe great danger fron 
powerful independent ſtates being ſo near them, freed fron 
all controul from Europe.---I cannot believe, Sir, that they 
would be ſo blind to their own intereſts, 8 in 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that every circumſtance that had fallen 
out in America, was one aggregate proof, that oppoſition 
had been right laſt ſeſſion in every one of their prophecies, 
and in every motive they had laid down as the cauſe of theit u 
conduct: -that nothing could be fo farcical as calling for 
unanimity, in approving meaſures, becauſe thoſe meaſures had 
been uniformly attended with the m:/chiefs that had been pre- 
dicted :---that inftead of applauſe and approbation, admint 
Mration deſerved nothing but reproach---for having brought 
the Americans into ſuch a fituation, that it was impofhble 
for them to purſue any other conduct than what they ha 
purſued. | 
He went into the independence declared by America 
The Americans had done no more than the Engliſh had done 
inſt James the Second. When James went out of tit 
kingdom, the Engliſh declared the throne to be abdicatcy, 
and choſe another king. When the late ſevere laws wer ho 
paſſed againſt the Americans, they were thrown into anar- Wop 
chy ; they declared we had abdicated the government, and 
therefore they were at liberty to chuſe a government fo up; 
themſelves. EE 1 
He was aſtoniſhed at the ſenſe which the noble Lord 1 


affirmed, that the motion contained no ſuch propoſition 8 Wore 
that now aſſerted by the noble Lord, nor could ſuch a — 
ſtruction 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776 


there till the abominable doctrine of gaining money by taxg 
infatuated the heads of our ſtateſmen. Why did you deſtroy 
the fair work of ſo. many ages, in order to re-eſtabliſh that 
by the ſword, which prudence, and the good government of 
the country, had ſeemed to fix for ever? Do 4 
But, Sir, how is this bleſſed ſyſtem of law and liberty ty 
be eſtabliſhed ?---By the bayonets of diſciplined German, 
The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, ſeemed to pride himſelf upon 
the Americans of Long Iſland making a precipitate retreat. 
They were out-generalled.---Diſcipline triumphed over the 
enthuſiaſm which liberty inſpires.---Did the noble Lord tri- 
umph * I pity his 7eelings. 5 
Sir, ſomething has been ſaid on the cafe of General Clin. 
ton: I wiſh that matter had been more explained; as i 1 
ſtands at preſent, the Gazette account is an znfameors {bel on 
the character of that gallant officer.---Let adminiftration 
ſtand forth, and avow that repreſentation ;---they will not 
do it--they dare not do it--they ul from an oper and 
a fair repreſentation, | | 
We have been told, that it is not for the intereſt of Spain 
and France to have America independent.--Sir, I deny it; 
---and ſay, it is contrary to every principle of common 
ſenſe. Is not the diviſion of the enemy's power adyantage- 
ous ? Is not a free country engaged in trade leſs forms 
dable than the ambition of an old corrupted government, 
their only formidable rival in Europe? The noble Lord who 
moved the amendment, ſaid, that we were in the dikemma 
of conquering, or abandoning America; if we are reduced 
to that, I am for abandoning America, What have been 
the advantages of America to this kingdom? Extent of trade; 
increaſe of commercial advantages, and a numerous people 
growing up in the ſame ideas and ſentiments as ourſelves.— 
Now, Sir, how would thoſe advantages accrue to us, if Ame- 
rica was conquered ? Not one of them. Such a poſſeſſion 
of America muſt be ſecured by a ſtanding army; and that, le 
me obſerve, muſt be a very conſiderable army. Conſider, Sit 
that that army muſt be cut off from the intercourſe of focial 
liberty here, and accuſtomed, in every inſtance, to bow dow 
and break the ſpirits of men, to trample on the rights, and 
to live on the ſpoils cruelly wrung from the ſweat and labour 
of their fellow ſubjects ;---ſuch an army, employed for ſuch 
purpoſes, and paid by ſuch means, for ſupporting ſuch prit- 
ciples, would be a very proper inſtrument to effect points 0 
a greater, or at leaſt more favourite importance nearer —_ 
| points, 


. 1776. E 
jnts, perhaps, very unfavourable to the liberties of this 
lat ountry, : 


oF General Conway ſaid, he ſhould be _ ſorry any part of Gen. Con- 


s conduct were conſtrued as diſreſpect 
vo perſon bore his Majeſty higher reſpect; but the addreſs 
6. as ſo entirely againſt his ſentiments, ſo often declared in 
bat Honſe, he muſt vote againſt it. 
-The Houſe divided upon the amendment; 87 for it, and. 
he 42 againſt it. Rae — 

i of 12 8  - November 1. 
The addreſs reported, No debate, 
17 November 2. 
i The addreſs preſented. 8 
n De humble Adareſs of the Houſe of Commons to the King. 

Maſt Gracious Sovereign, * | 
WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
ommons' of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, beg 
ave to return your Majeſty the humble thanks of this 
puſe, for your moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 

While we lament the continuance of the troubles which 
are ſo long diſtracted your Majeſty's colonics in North 
\merica, and of the calamities and oppreffions which our 
happy fellow ſubjects are ſtill ſuffering under the arbi- 
rary tyranny of their leaders; we cannot forbear to expreſs 
ur deteſtation and abhorrence of the audacious and deſpe- 
ate ſpirit of ambition, which has at laſt carried thoſe leaders 
far, as to make them openly renounce all allegiance to 

e Crown, and all political connexion with this country, 
nd in direct terms to preſume to ſet up their rebellious con- 
deractes- for independent ſtates. A | 

We confider the rejection of the gracious and condeſcend-- 
bs means of regonciliation, held out to them, under the 
uthority of your Majeſty's commiſſion, as a freſh and con- 
neing proof, that tlie object of theſe men has always been 
over and dominion; but we can impute the circumſtances 
{indignity and inſult accompanying this proceeding to no 
tr motive than a reſentment of your Majeſty's firm and 
onſtant adherence to the maintenance of the conſtitutional 
cts of Parliament, diveſted of every poſſible view of any 
perate intereſts-of the Crown: And we beg leave to aſſure 
our Majeſty, that the ſame attachment of your Majeſty 
o the parliamentary authority of Great Britain, which 
ath provoked the inſolence of the-chiefs of this rebellion, 
not but operate, as it ought to do, in fixing your Ma- 


ul to his Majeſty ; way. 
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jeſty ſtill deeper, if poſſible, in the affections of a Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons. Hh | D 

With reverence and gratitude to Divine Providence, 
permit us to expreſs our . er joy, and to offer our 
ſincere congratulations to your Majeſty, on the ſucceſs which 
has attended the good conduct and valour of your Majeſty'; 
officers and forces both by ſea and land, and the zeal and 
bravery of the auxiliary troops in your ſervice, in the re. 
covery of Canada, and in the important operations 1n the 
province of New York, which give the ſtrongeſt hopes of 
the moſt decifive good conſequences. 

It is with much ſatisfaction we learn, that your Majeſty Wiſh, 

2 continues to receive aſſurances of amity from the ſeven 
courts of Europe: And we thankfully acknowledge your 
Majeſty's goodneſs and paternal concern for the happineſ Wi / 
of your people, in your conſtant attention to preſerve then 
general tranquility z and it is our moſt earneſt wiſh, that, & 
by your Majeſty's interpoſition, all miſunderſtandings and 
differences between two neighbouring powers may be happily BF 4 
reconciled, and Europe ſtill enjoy the bleſſings of peace. 

Your faithful Commons conſider it as a duty which they 
owe to your Majeſty, and to thoſe they repreſent, to grant 
your Majeſty ſuch ſupplies as the weighty conſiderations, 
which your Majeſty has been pleaſed to ſtate to us, ſhall 
be found to require; and we have a well-grounded conf- 
dence, that, at this time, when the gbje& of the rebel i 


a 
openly avowed, and clearly underſtood, the general convic : m 
tion of the juſtice and neceſſity of your Majeſty's meaſum pi. 
muſt unite all ranks of your faithful ſubjects in ſupporting 16 
your Majeſty with one mind and heart in the great nationaWlay 
cauſe in which you are engaged. y 0 
| | . - The King's Anſwer. w] 
This very loyal addreſs deſerves my particular thanks. Mi r: 


receive with the higheſt ſatisfaction your affectionate ac 

knowledgment of my conſtant regard for the conſtitution 

rights of parliament, and your zealous aſſurances of coni-iſÞpir 

dence and ſupport-in this en conteſt, in which the intereh pr 
e 


of all my ſubjeQts are ſo eſſentially concerned. Wthci 
fig Fi a November 2. ed! 
, - Addreſs preſented, Adjourned to Nov. 4. 
4, FF . iu. 
No debate. Adjourned to Nov. 6. | | 
November 6. 


Thin Houſe. Nothing expected, en 
. g | | 


* 
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Mr. Fox begged the Houſe would not adjourn ; an honou- Mr. Fox, | 
able friend of his was coming down to move ſomething of the 
| conſequence; and ſeeing none of the miniſters 1n the 
Toute, he deſired they might be ſent for; he thought them 
xcecdingly blameable in being abſent; whether buſineſs was 
xpected or not, they ought conſtantly to attend their duty 
Parliament. ¶ Meſſengers were ſent to Lord North and Lord 
zeorge Germaine. In a few minutes Lord John Cavendiſh 
ame, and as did alſo the miniſters. | N ; 
Lord John Cavendiſh ſaid, that he had ſeen in the public Lord Fobn 
ints of this day, a moſt extraordinary declaration, which, Cavendiſh. 
genuine, required the attention and conſideration of the 
ouſe. Heread it. ü ; 
y Richard Viſcount Howe of the kingdom of Ireland, and 
William Howe, Eſq. General of his Majeſty's Forees in 
America, the King's commiſſioners for reſtoring peace in 
his Majeſty's colonies and plantations in North America, 
&c. | . 
D * 1 AR 4A 1 W. 
Although the Congreſs, whom the miſguided Americans 
ffer to direct their oppoſition to a re-eſtabliſnment of the 
nſtitutional government of theſe provinces, have diſavowed 
ry purpoſe of reconciliation not conſonant with their extra- 
gant inadmiſſible claim of independency ; the King's com- 
ſfhoners think fit to declare, that they are equally defirous 
confer with his Majeſty's well- affected ſubjects upon the 
ans of reſtoring the public tranquility, ' and eſtabliſhing a 
manent union with every colony as a part of the Britiſh 
pire. The King being moſt graciouſly pleaſed to direct a 
1100 of ſuch of his royal inſtructions as may be conſtrued 
lay an improper reſtraint upon the freedom of legiſlation in 
y of his colonies, and to concur in the reviſal of all his acts 
which bis ſubjects there may think themſelves aggrieved, 
recommended to the inhabitants at large to reflect ſeri- 
y upon their preſent! condition, and to judge for them- 
es, whether it be more conſiſtent with their honour and 
ppineſs to offer up their lives as a ſacrifice to the unjuſt 
precarious cauſe in which they are engaged, or to return 
their allegiance, accept the bleſſings of peace, and be ſe- 
ed in a free enjoyment of their liberty and properties, up- 
the true principles of the conſtitut ion. 
wen at New- Vork, the 19th day of September, 1776. 


How. 
Jef 1 REY W. Hows, © 
mand of their Eæcellencies, H. Strachey. | 
Mor. VI. | H : 5 On 
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On this extraordinary declaration, he ſaid, he had ſome ob- 


ſervations to make, There was no man more zealous for pre. 
ſerving the liberty of the preſs than he was. It was always 


with grief and indignation he beheld it abuſed, or employed 


to improper purpoſes. It was with reluctance he ſhould com. 


plain of the abuſe of it in the preſent inſtance, if the authen. 
ticity of the paper now alluded to were diſavowed, which he 
muſt continue to think it would; becauſe if ſuch a paper 
really exiſted, it might be well expected its firſt public appear. 
ance would be either in the Gazette or the journals of the 
Houſe. If the paper was a forgery, or was ſpurious, it was 

moſt daring attempt to impoſe on the public ; before he pro- 
ceeded therefore any further, he thought proper to call on th 


noble Lord in the blue ribbon [Lord North] or his noble col 


Lord N. orth. 


Lord George 


Lord Jobn 
Cavendiſp. 


% 


league in office, who fat next him | Lord George Germaine] v 
tell the Houſe whether the paper was genuine. 

Lord North ſaid, he believed it was; that he heard the con- 
tents read, and believed it correſponded pretty faithfully. with 
that which appeared in the public papers. It was not properly 
in his department ; he therefore referred the noble mover and 
the Houſe, to the noble Lord who fat next him, and to whok 
office it was tranſmitted, for further information. | 

Lord George Germaine confeſſed the authenticity of the pa 

per in queſtion; ſaid he had ſeen it 1n print the precedin 
evening, and believed it to be a faithful copy of that itlued a 
New-York by Lord Howe, 13 
Lord ohn Cavendiſh then congratulated the Houſe op th 
gleam of peace and conciliation, though he could not but « 
preſs his aſtoniſhment at both the contents of the declaration, and 
the extraordinary manner it became firſt communicated to tit 
public. He obſerved, that Parliament had been uſed all along 
by adminiſtration with the moſt mortifying contempt 
commiſſioners are ſent ont with an intention of carrying 
certain act of parliament into execution, armed at the fan 
time with certain parliamentary powers for reſtoring peact 
theſe extend no farther than granting pardons, and recelviti 
ſubmiffions; yet, wonderful to relate, the i account Pail 
ment hear, and that through the channel of a news-pape?, | 
that thoſe commiſſioners are authoriied to anſwer directij i 
the Sovereign; and obliquely for the two other branches 
the legiſlature, that he will concur in the reviſal of all acts, 
which his American ſubjects are aggrieved. — He ſaid, Parli 
ment were rendered cyphers in the whole conduct of the bi 
ſineſe from its commencement ; when their name is — 
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render them abhorred by their fellow- ſubjects in every part of 
the empire; when the leaſt appearance of lenient meatures is 


his miniſters, It is to originate from them alone. Notwith- 
fanding all this, he felt a dawn of joy break in on his mind. 
If miniſters were ſerious, he ſhould not ſtand upon mere 
punctilios; yet, he thought to give the negotiation the greater 
weight and eſficacy, that Houſe ſhould, as the fr/? proof of 
their di{ps11z0u to peace, co-operate with adminiſtration, in ſo 
deſirable a work. It would beſides reſtore miniſters to confi- 
dence, their profeſſions were diſbelieved in America; the mo- 
tion, therefore, he was about to make, would be the means of 
removing the almoſt univerſal opinion that prevailed in Ame- 
rica, that every miniſterial promiſe was given with ſome 1/:- 
dious intention of treachery, deceit, impoſition, or to divide them, 


them, To remove ſo ſtrong an impediment to peace and con- 
ciliation; to ſhew we were in earneſt, and wiſhed /ncerely for 
both; his Lordſhip moved, that this Houſe will reſolve 
ſelf into a committee, to conſider of the reviſal of all acts of 
parliament, by which his Majeſty's ſubjects in America think 
themſelves aggrieved,” | | WILD 

Mr. Burke ſeconded the motion. He begged to know from 
the noble Lord over the way [Lord North] whether the in- 
ſtructions to the commiſſioners went the length of the offer of 
reviſal held out in the declaration; for without intrenching on 


that part of the prerogative which promiſes a revi/ion of ſuch 


proper reſtraint, &c. it was in his apprehenſion pretty evident, 
that the latter part of the ſentence on which the motion was 
framed, held out a promiſe of concurrence on the part of the 
crowa, to reviſe all acts by which his Majeſty's tubje&s in A- 
merica think themſclyes aggrieved. This he looked upon to 
be leading Parliament, not following it; he ſhould, however, 
ſuſpend any deciſive opinion on the paſſage, till the noble 
Lord had explained it. The text was before us ; he wiſhed 
that the noble Lord would riſe and give us the comment; for 
certainly, either the idea held out in the declaration, meant 
that Great- Britain intended to reviſe and concede, or defired 


to ſtate their grievances, and we will remedy them, if we 
think proper. 3 > a 
H 2 Lord 


— 


in order the more 2 to break their ſtrength, and ſubdue 
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they are called on, by way of requi/ition, to ſanction acts which 


to be held out, the merit is all to be attributed to the King and 


Mr. Burle. 


of the ay a inſtructions as may be conſtrued to lay an im- 


the people of America to lay down their arms, and ſubmit 
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Lord North, Lord North ſaid, he ſhould not enter into a critical, litera, 


or philological interpretation of the 8 in the declaration 
which gave riſe to the preſent motion. He would, however, 
aſſure the honourable Gentleman, that adminiftration neyet 
meant to relax in purſuing the claims of this country, ſo long 
as its legiſlative authority was d;/p4ted. He referred the ho- 
nourable member to the commiſſion under which thc cem. 
miſſioners acted, to their firſt proclamation, and deſired him tg 
compare them with the preſent, and ſee if they did not al 
ſubſtantially correſpond ; whether they did not all tend to the 
ſame point, to the reftoration of peace to America. Thus de 
claration invited the people of America to that reſtoration; 
and as a motive of encouragement, as well as with 2 view of 
eſtabliſhing a laſting union to be rendered permanent, and 
cemented by mutual advantage, a reviſal of ail a&s, by which 
his Majeſty's ſubjects in that country think themſelves ag. 
grieved, was held out. His Majefty has prom+1< to concur 
in thoſe acts or royal inſtructions that depend immvdiately of 
himſelf; he is more explicit; he has engaged that they ſhal 
de reviſed, and tells his colonies that he has already Uirefted 
his commiſſioners to that effect. As to the mation ma le by 
the noble Lord, he muſt be obliged to diſſent from ir for level 
ral reaſons. Before, however, he proceeded. to ſtate thot 
reaſons, he would take the liberty to fet his Lordihip-right, 
he ſuppoſed the error he meant to allude to, led him to mak 
the motion, and ſupport it throughout, in his opinion, on e- 
ry wrong nds. The noble Lord's miſtake was this'; that 
e promife contained in the declaration was the firſt of thi 
kind; nothing could be more erroneous. It was the great 
Principle that pervaded the conduct of adminiſtration from 
the eng; It was the language of Parliament at the ve 
ry outſet. In the addreſs of both Houſes early in the mond 
of February, 1775, the conduct fince ſo faithfully purſued 
was-ftrongly preſſed, and warmly recommended. One gres 
object, nay the leading one, was, to hear grievances, to tra. 
mit an account of them home; and to engage, on the part df 
the legiſlature, that redreſs would be granted, wherever a jult 


cauſe for redreſs exiſted, That this was the firſt r 
the commiſſioners had to diſcharge that part of their duty, w. 

any proſpect of ſucceſs; and why any communication of i 
plan already ſanctioned by Parliament, or more proper 
Tpeaking, originating from it, ſhould be infiſted on till ſome 
of the fruits of the meaſure, thus recommended, became ne- 


erflary, was more, he confeſſed, than he could poſſibly per- 
| | | ceive. 


—— 
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ceive. ---His reaſons for giving a negative to the motion, on 
this ſtate of the hole queſtion, would, he preſumed, be 
obvious to every member preſent. America have declared 
themſelves independent; why enter into deliberation about 
what you are willing to concede, till we know firſt that they 
acknowledge our autkortty; and after they have returned to 
us, as ſubjects, till we know what would reaſonably content 
hem. How is it poſſible to treat, while they avow their ſo- 
ereignty and independency ? much leſs, to form legiſlative 
egulations for thoſe, who both as ſubjects and independent 
tes, have all along diſputed our power and right of legifla- 
ion. Let them acknowledge the right once; let them fairly 
pint out the conſtitutional abuſe of it, and the grievances 
lowing from that abuſe, and I ſhall be ready to go into the 
ropoſed committee: or to adopt the moſt efficacious and 
peedy meaſures, not only to remedy real grievances, but 
ven to bend to their prejudices in ſome inſtances. In ſucha 


andour; but for petitions to be repeatedly prefented to this 
ouſe, denying expreſsly the legiſlative authority of Great 
Britain, was to the laſt degree nugatory and abſurd, and 
uſt continue to be ever rejected or unanſwered, for though 
he purport of the generality of thoſe petitions, ſubſtantially, 


heir contents taken in another light, compoſed partly of flat 
femals of the ſuperiority of this country, of aſſumed facts, 


nder ſach appeals ridiculous and inadmiſſible, till they ac- 


a empany them with a clear, explicit, inequivocal acknow- 
e eagment of the right. His Lordſhip added beſides, that the 
great motion, if agreed to, inſtead of producing any good 


onſequence, might produce the very worſt. The affair was 
t preſent in the hands of his Majeſty's miniſters, by the ex- 


hat he entertained any great hopes of its ſucceſs. Still Par- 
ament had adviſed it; his Majeſty was willing to co-operate 

effecting the ſame purpole, upon every parliamentary, ra- 
lonal and confiſtent rule of conduct. n the vole, there- 


ſith the motion could anfwer, but he ſaw many inconve- 
encies, and much poſſible miſchief it might be productive 


Mr. f 9 


afe, they would be heard with complaiſance, and treated with 


t leaſt by implication, recognize the authority of Parliament, 


nd a ſpecies of argumentative reaſoning, controverting the 
ery power, which they are at the inſtant appealing to, will 


refs advice of Parliament; the motion might retard it, not | 


re, he could not poſfibly diſcover what ſervice the agreeing 
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parliament, they had been 2 uniform and conſiſt ent. 


of war, it is true, were communicated with all poſſible oſten- 


had virtual, and, he would add, audacioufly, engaged fo 
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Mr. Fox obſerved, howſoever abſurd and inconſiſtent admi. 
niſtration had ſhewed themſelves in other reſpects, in their 
meaſures relative to America, and their profeſſed contempt fo 


They had all along manifeſted the moft contemptuous. treat. 
ment of that Houſe: He was always with the majority 0 
the Houſe in one point, though not upon other occaſions, in 
ſupporting its dignity, privileges, and conſequence. with the 
people, which, in ea meaſure relative to America 1n par. 
ticular, had been moſt ſhamefully violated ;. every informs 
tion was denied, or purpoſely held back. The operation 


tation and parade; but the only proper objects of parliamen. Mu 
tary attention were totally neglected, and left to be collect 
from chance, vague reports, or a news- paper, while the ne. 
gotiations for peace, in which parliament and the nation 
were much more deeply intereſted, as the welfare of thi 
country more immediately depended upon them, were ke 
in a ſtate of concealment, as if miniſters were aſhamed to own 
as well they might, that after all the blood and treaſure whe 
had been ſpent in the unhappy conteſt, they are obliged in tl 
end to offer thoſe very conditions which they had ſome yean 
ſince rejected, with every mark of diſpleaſure and difap 
probation. The account from New-York, he obſerve 
was received late. on Saturday night ; an extraordinary 
zette, announcing the retreat of the Provincials from that 
eity, was publiſhed early on Monday morning; another 
Gazette followed it the ſucceeding evening; and yet no 
ſyllable of the declaration never tranſpired. He firſt he 
nt at the Opera the preceding evening, and read it tub; 
morning in a news-paper ; ſtill doubting its being genuin im 
till he heard it authenticated by the two noble Lords on tt 
oppoſite bench. He begged to be underſtood, that he dr 
not make a charge of intentional concealment ; but he cot 
tended, that miniſters were no leſs culpable than if they coi 
cealed it from deſign ; particularly, when the omiſſion include 
in it the moſt manifeſt and mortifying inattention to Pa 
liament, whole ſentiments the penner of the above declarati 


there being but little or no eſſential difference, according 
the preſent well known pliable diſpoſition of that Houle, | 
tween a royal promiſe to concur in the reviſal of certain el 
of the Britiſh legiſlature, and an actual folemn engagem*"We;i 
of the whole legiſlature, for its due and faithful pertorma! 
= 


j 
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n America, he ſaid, all was peace, conciliation, and pa- 
ntal-tenderneſs ;-in England, nothing but ſubjugation, un- 
onditional ſubmiſſion, and a war of conqueſt. With that 


ent to America, where thouſands of them were diſtributed 
atis ; while in England the title was not ſo much as known, 
ill after the publication on the other fide the Atlantic. 
Publications of a very different tendency are encouraged 
dere. America is to be ſubdued ; taxes are to be obtained; 
harters are to be modified or annihilated at pleaſure, Theſe 
Joftrines ſecure a party, and the bulk of the people on this 
de of the water, while the moſt moderate meaſures and faſ- 
inating promiſes are held out on the other, in order to jnfidu- 
buſly trapan and deceive. He returned to what he called the 
ameful inattention and negle& which miniſters had ſhewn in 
eir conduct towards parliament ; and as government had 
aken ſo much pains to conceal the proclamation. alluded to, 
ze had ſtrong reaſons to ſuſpect, that other matters of a ſimi- 
ar nature were ſuppreſſed, and never permitted to ſee the 
ight ; if there have been any ſuch, why have not Parliament 
deen made acquainted with them? Is it not reaſonable, that 
is Houſe ſhould know them? He then addreſſed and aſked 
e treaſury-bench if every ſupply they demanded had 


nſtance, keep back information, or, which was the ſame 
hing, negle& to give it to Parliament, which had acted fo 
ppenly, and put ſuch confidence in Miniſters ? What was 


noſt groſs nonſenſe. What do the Commiſſioners promiſe in 
e King's name? That being inoſt graciouſly pleaſed to con- 
ur in the reviſal of all acts, &c. s his Majeſty, at any 
ime, or upon any occaſion, concur in the reviſal of any 
Qs of any kind? He may concur in the repeal of an act, 
br in any amendment made in an act which comes in the 
ape of a bill, waiting for the royal aſſent; but for pro- 
miſing to concur in the reviſal of a law which implies exa- 
ination and amendment, in ſtages that he can poſſibly take 
o part, it is rank ignorance or groſs deceit. Beſides, tho? 
liniſters were ſerious, the promiſe could not be. fulfilled, 
Fithout ſuppoſing, that the opinion of Parliament was juſt 
hat Miniſters pleaſed to dictate; for what ſignifies what his 
geſty's good diſpoſitions may be, ſince Parliament, it is 
vell known, thinks differently? If, therefore, reviſion or 
"1a, he faid, meant any thing, it meant a repeal, which 
1 | It 


iew adminiftration procured a pamphlet to be written and 


ot been granted? Why then, in this, as well as every other 


he return? either a downright, deſigned impoſition, or the 
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it was impoſſible to expect from the; preſent Parliament, 23 
they had ſo frequently refuſed any motion, overture, or pro- 
poſuion, tending even that way. He finiſhed with obſery. 
ing, that the commiſſioners, eſpecially Lord Howe, were 
known to be friends to conciliation; and for that, reaſon, 
. Were not ſent out till ſo late in the ſeaſon, that government 
knew the Americans muſt have declared for independency, 
befare they arrived. He declared it, as his firm opinion, 
that there could be ns peace in America, without a complete 
relinquiſhing on our part of the claim of taxation; that the 
Congreſs might well call the propoſitions of the court of 
Great Britain inficuous, / the Houſe of Commons refuſed 
to ſupport the declaration of the commiſſioners, That the 
expreſſions in the declaration were complained of as not be- n 
ing clear; but that whenever an expreſſion was repreſented 
as not clear, the act accompanying it muſt be taken as its 
commentary. If then, the declaration in queſtion is not 
clear, how. muſt America underſtand it, when by the vote of 
this Houſe, this day, ſhould the noble Lord's motion be 
negatived, om Hal plainly perceive, that the Commons of N 
Great Britain had peremptorily refuſed to concur in rendering 
his Majeſty's gracious diſpoſitions effective. 4 
Mr. Neaderburne. The reaſons which have been given, 
Mr. Speaker, for agreeing to the preſent motion, are, 1 muſt Nou 
confeſs, ſuch as by no means convince me. I have not ae, 
doubt but the noble Lord who made it, wiſhes for nothing 
ſo much, as to accelerate the means of peace; and my rea- 
ſon for oppoſing it is, that I think it would effectually mar 
the whole deſign, It is at preſent in the hands of the com- 
miſſioners, regularly in the common and natural, courſe of 
bufineſs ; but to comply with this motion would be at once 
to take it out of their hands, and to raiſe. jealouſies in the Why 
Americans, at the defigns or powers of thoſe commiſſioners. Wot 
Such a conduct here, might be productive of the worſt con- m. 
ſequences.---It might, in the firſt inſtance, be deemed an 
act of ſubmiſſian on our part, not of favour in condeſcenſio ut: 
to thole, who look upon themſelves as a ſovereign ſtate, and Nor 
actually deny our authority. It would diſcredit the com- hay 
miſſioners, and throw difficulties in the way of the negotia- 
tion, now probably begun; becauſe, by giving them the ol 
preſent propoſed ſanction, it would point out that they were on! 
not before armed with parliamentary powers, adequate to the 
profeſſed objects of their commiſſion. On the other hand, Whe(e: 
it may be productiye of evil, as it compels us to give the 7 
; | | Pro. Vo 
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opoſition a negative, which is far from being the diſpo- 
tion of the Houſe, when America ſhall acknowledge the 
preme legiſlative right of this country, and by ſuch ac- 
nowledgment, lay a juſt conſtitutional claim to our favour 
d protection. Let it be conſidered what is the preſent ſitu- 
tion of the Colonies? They are in a ſtate of declared inde- 


„ {Wendency :- Would you admit that independency, e 
0, With them as independent ſtates ?--- Or could you conſiſtently 
» ith common ſenſe and prudence, reviſe acts by way of 
. 


bliging thoſe, whoſe principal object at preſent is not ſuch 
© tg but to render themſelves free from all connection 
ith you as their ſuperiors ? It has been obſerved, that the 
ing has anſwered too much for the legiſlature of this king- 
om in the expreſſions of the proclamation in queſtion.--It 


ply as the head and mouth of the nation, and the legiſlature, 


8 2 them, that the legiſlative power is ready and 
of lling to hear their grievances, and reviſe any of their acts 
. hich may prove grievances. To think the words of the 
0 


oclamation mean any thing elſe, is to torture them ſtrange- 
Relative to theſe grievances, what are they which we 


entioned to-day, are, taxation and their charters :--- And 
ould you enter upon the queſtion of taxation by way of a 
eans of reconciliation ?---Impoſlible !--- There is at preſent 
t one point which muſt be ſettled as a preliminary; it is 


ey will to that, there can be no diſcuſſion of other points; 
is in vain to think of it. And as to their charters, they 
not at all the queſtion at preſent, for reſtore their charter 
King William, will they be ſatisfied ? No. They are as 
willing to ſubmit to the terms of thoſe charters, as to the 
ſton aQs,---they openly declare this. Hence, therefore, 
may fairly and reaſonably aſſert, that till the ſpirit of 
dependency is ſubdued, it is idle to come to any re- 
lutions or reviſions, as means of conciliation. Take the 
ford out of the hand of the governing part of America, and 
have not a doubt but a very conſiderable part of that coun- 
will return to its obedience with as much rapidity as it 


he rolted. Is it poſſible, that gentlemen can give their atten- 
n © much to one fide of the queſtiqn, and read one fide 
r ly, fo as to imagine the Americans are ſo free under their 
Us, 


eſent government, as to have any reaſon to with for a con- 
buance of it? The very contrary is the. fact; the Congreſs 


ppears to me very different, Sir.---His Majeſty there ſpeaks 


m enter into a reviſion of? The principal that have been 


jat of independency ; if they adhere, as I have no doubt 


Vol. VI. 1 daes 


57 


* 
2 
98 7 


Mr. Burke.. Mr. Burke. Rejoiced I am, that the learned gentlema 
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does not govern America it tyranizes over it; the powef 
and puniſhment of impriſonment as practiſed there, are ty. 
rannical to the higheſt degree, and utterly inconſiſtent with 
every idea of freedom. The liberty of the preſs is annihi. 
lated ; a printer that dared to print any thing contrary 9 
their ſyſtem and intereſts, would be inſtantly ruined---ngy 
is even the freedom of private letters, or private conver- 
fation, permitted; deftruQtion hangs over the man who ver- 
tures to write, or expreſs a ſentiment in oppoſition to they 
opinions. This horrid tyranny is what we may rationalhſf 
hope to be fo far diſſolved, from the difference of the trooy 
on both fides, as to enable the oppreffed tyrannized Amer; 
cans, ſafely to avow their real opinions, and to return with- 
out danger to their dyty,---As to a point which the honow:- 
able gentleman much inſiſts on, - the deſign in adminiſtn 
tion of keeping the proclamation ſecret,---it appears ſtrang 
to me that any perſon ſhould think of ſuch a thing, une 
from the mode of reaſoning which he 1s ſo ready to adopt 
that having fo much folly in it, it is the more likely to be .. 
work of this miniftry.---Folly indeed to make that a ſeere 
which was poſted upon the walls of New Vork; and this! 
think is reaſon enough why it was not inſerted in the 
zette---there was no call for it. I ſhould aſk the Hou 
pardon, for having troubled them ſo long upon matters whid 
appear to me of little conſequence ; but before I fit down, 
ſhould remark, that it appears a very ſudden and unexpeci 
way of bringing in a debate, after it was ſo generally und 

Rood that no buſineſs of any conſequence was to come on 
the Houſe before the receſs ;---but-as I was not at the Open 
laſt night, where this manceuvre was planned, I muſt be ex 
cuſed if I have not treated it in all its parts in the mannd 
ſome might expect. | 


has regained, if not his talent, at leaſt his voice; that as! 
would not, or could not reply the other night, to my hone! 
rable friend, charmed as he muſt have been with the powerll 
reaſoning of that eloquent ſpeech, he had the grace to be filent 
On that memorable occaſion he lay proſtrate on the oh 
pool, confounded and aſtouned, though called upon by 
whole ſatanic hoſt : he lay proſtrate, dumb-founded and un 
ble to utter a fingle ſyllable, and ſuffered the goads of the ti 
noble Lords to prick him till he ſcarcely betrayed a fingle by 
of animal or mental ſenſibility. Why, Sir, would he not 
filent now, ---inſtead of attempting to anſwer, what in tri 
"ow q Wa 
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ras unanſwerable? But the karned gentleman has nowcalled 
o bis aſſiſtance, the hayonets of 12,000 Heſſians; and as he 
hinks it abſurd to reaſon at preſent with the Americans, he 
1s us, that by the, healing, ſoothing, merciful meaſures of 
reign ſwords, at the breaſts of thoſe unhappy people, their 
inderſtandings would be enlightened, and they would be ena- 
led to comprehend the ſubtilties of his logic. It was well 
id, on another occaſion, that your ſpeech demands an army! 
-and I may ſay, that the learned gentleman demands blood; 
2aſoning he ſays is vain j---the ſword muſt convince America, 
nd clear up their clouded apprehenſions. The learned gen- 
leman's abilities ſurely deſert him, if he is obliged to call ſuch 
coarſe argument as an army to his aſſiſtance not that I 
dean any thing reflefting on his parts-..-I always eſteem, 
ad ſometimes dread, his talents, But has he told you why 
pminifſioners were not ſent ſooner to America? Has he ex- 
lained that eſſential point? Not a jot. Why, after the act 
aſs d for them, why were they delayed full ſeven months, 
Wd not permitted to fail till Ma ; and why was the com- 
ion appointiag them delayed till the 6th of that month? 
-- Anſwer this. The blood and devaſtation that followed, 
yas Owing to this delay; upon your conſcience it ought to 
ya heayy load. If the meaſure was right, and neceſſary 
x order for conciliation, as the King declared in his ſpeech at 
he opening of that. ſeſſion, why was it not executed at a 
me, in which it could be effectual; inftead of being purpy/c:y 
eferred to one, When it could not poſſibly anſwer any end but 
at of adding hypocriſy to treachery, and inſult and mockery 
deruelty and oppreſſion. By this delay you drove them into 
ae declaration of independeney ; 2 as a matter of choice, but 
teſfty ;---and now they have declared it, you bring it as an 
rgument to prove, that there can be no other reaſoning. uſed 
ih them, but the ſword : what is this but declaring, that 
ou were originally determined not to prevent, but to puniſh 
bellion ; not to uſe conciliation, but an army: rt to con- 
unce, but to deſtroy !---Such were the effects of thoſe {even 
onths cruelly loſt, to which every miſchief that has happencd 
Ince, muſt be attributed. 

But ſtill the learned gentleman perſiſts, that nothing but the 
ommiſſioners can give peace to America ---1t is beyond the 
power of this Houſe, What was the reſult of the conference 
1th the delegates, from the Congreſs * Why, we are told, 
at they met in order to be convinced, that taxation is bo 
SICYANCe 3 no tyranny * to be the phraſe; but that is out 
Bet; ; 2 of 
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of faſhion now. Then, Sir, what an inſult to all Americ 
was it to ſend as commiſſioners, none but the commanders 
the fleet and army to negociate peace.---Did it not ſhew bo 
much you were determined, that the only arguments 0 
meant to uſe, were your broad-ſwords and broad- ſides. 
me aſſert, Sir, that the doctrines to be laid down in Ameri: 
would not have been too trivial an occaſion, even for the rei 
ſoning abilities of the learned gentleman himſelf.---But, $i 
ou may think to carry theſe doctrines into execution, andh 
miſtaken too ;---the battle is not yet fought ; but if it w 
fought, and the wreath of victory ad your brow, till i 
not that continent conquered ; witneſs the behaviour of on 
miſerable woman, who with her fingle arm, did that, whid 
an army of a hundred thouſand men could not do---arreſt 
your progreſs, in the moment of your ſucceſs, This miſen 
le being was found in a cellar, with her viſage beſmeared au 
ſmutted over, with every mark of rage, deſpair, reſolutio 
and the moſt exalted heroi/m, buried in combuſtibles, in order 
fire New-York, and periſh in its a/hes ;---ſhe was brough 
forth, and knowing that ſhe would be condemned to die, u 
on being aſked her purpoſe, ſaid, 10 fire the city / and was de 
termined to omit no opportunity of. doing what her coun 
called for. Her train was laidand fired ; and it is worthy a 
your attention, how Providence was pleaſed to make uſe d 
thoſe humble means to ſerve the American cauſe, when ope 
force was uſed in vain.---In order to bring things to this u 
happy fituation, did not you pave the way, by a ſucceſſion 
acts of tyranny ;---for this, you ſhut up their ports; cut a 
their fiſhery ;---annihalated their charters ;---and govern 
them by an army. Sir, the recollection of theſe things, bein 
the evident cauſes of what we have ſeen, is more than whit 
ought to be endured. This it is, that has burnt the noble lt 
of New-York; that has planted the bayonet in the boſoms d 
my principals ;---in the boſom of the city, where alone you 
wretched government once boaſted the 'only friends ſhe coull 
number in America,---If this was not the only ſuccefhion ( 
events you determined, and therefore looked for, why was 4 
merica left without any power in it, to give ſecurity to Ub 
perſons and property of thoſe who were and wiſhed to be loyal 
---this was eſſential to government; you did not, and migil 
© therefore be well ſaid to have abdicated the government. 
I have been reading a work given us by a My that! 
; perpetually employed in productions of merit.---I believe® 
js not publiſhed yet ;---the Hiſtory of Philip the Second, a 
, \ f : : e 
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| there find, that that tyrannical monarch never dreamt of the 
tyranny exerted by this -adminiſtration.---Gods! Sir, ſhall 
e be told, that you cannot annalize grievances ?---that you 
an have no communication with rebels, becauſe they have 
Wdcclared for r !---Shall you be told this, when 
che tyrant Philip did it after the ſame circumſtance in the Ne- 
therlands.---By edi& he allowed their ſhips to enter their 
ports, and ſuffered them to depart in peace ;---he treated with 
hem;---made them propoſitions ;---and poſitively declared 
hat he would redreſs all their grievances.---And James IT. 
hen he was failing from France, at the head of a formidable 
orce, affiſted like you by foreign troops, and having a great 
arty in the kingdom, ſtill offered ſpecific terms ;---while his 
xceptions of pardon were few, among the reft my honoura- 
dle friend's anceſtor, Sir Stephen Fox :---But you will offer 
one ;---you fimply tell them to lay down their arms, and 
hen you will do juſt as you pleaſe, Could the moſt cruel 
onqueror ſay leſs? Had you conquered the Devil himſelf in 
tell, could you be leſs liberal? No! Sir, you would offer 
0 terms; you meant to drive them to the declaration of 
ndependency: - and even after it was iſſued, ought by your 
offers to have reverſed the effect. You would not receive the 
zmonſtrance which I brought you from New-York, becauſe 
denied your rights to certain powers;---yet the late King 
f France received the remonſtrances from his parliaments, 
hat expreſsly denied his right to the powers he was in the 
onſtant exerciſe of---anſwered them, and even redreſſed ſome 
ff the grievances, which thoſe very remonſtrances complained 
, though he refuſed to grant, what he thought more pecu- 
arly entrenched upon his own authority. | 

In this ſituation, Sir,ſhocking to ſay, are we called upon by 
nother proclamation to go to the altar of the Almighty, with 
ar and vengeance in our hearts, inſtead of the peace of 
ur bleſſed Saviour z---he ſaid, My peace I give you” 
but we are on this faſt, to have war only in our hearts 
d mouths ; war againſt our brethren.--- Till our churches 
re purified from this abominable ſervice, I ſhall conſider 
hem, not as the temples of the Almighty, but the ſyna- 
ogues of Satan. An act not more injamors, reſpecting its 
Uitical purpoſes, than biaſphemous and profanc as a pretended 
Ct of national devotion, when the people are called upon, in 
he moſt ſolemn and awful manner, to repair to church, to 


ut lacrilege, to per ure themſelves publicly by charging 
4 2 2 their 


take of a ſacrament, and at the foot of the altar, to com- 


Gn - 


Mr. Raus. 


Mir. Byng. 


pleaſed to ſee Britain dying of the wounds ſhe might recei 


Fiftance, to endeavour to ſubdue or extirpate them. This! 
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their American bretheren with the horrid crime of rebellioq, 
with propagating ** pech fa//hoods,” When either the charg 
muſt be netorzouſly faife,” or thote who make it, not knowing 
it to be true, call Almighty God to witneſs to not a /pecicys 
but a moſt atdacrous and hlaſphemaus falſhood. — ' 

Mr. Rous entered into an ab/iraf? diſcourſe on the nam 
of civil government, and applied his reaſoning on the ſub 
jec to the grounds of the preſent diſpute ſubſiſting betweer 
Great Britain and her colonies. From thence he proceede 
to ſtate the various difficulties which preſented themſelves on 
either hand on the ſubject of taxation, whether the rig 
was ſuſpended or concealed on our part, or acknowledge 
or exerciſed on the other, it would be liable to ſtrong objec 
tions. However, there was one point, as' a — prelimi 
nary, which muſt be the hs of every concihatory ſtep ae 
either ſide; that was a clear inequivocal acknowledgment Mar 
the legiſlative ſupremacy. of the Britiſh Parliament. If tha 
was nat to be obtained, but by the force of arms, he con re 
feſſed, that he was moſt eagerly deſirous that arms ſhoul 
be. reiorted to; that probably the advantages we had lateh 
obtained at Long Ifland; and in the neighbourhood of Nef er 
York, might give us an opportunity of eſtabliſhing a cinſhq 
government in that province, the example and influence ii: 
which, when accompanied with a promiſe of a:redre/s of refer] 
grievances, might be productive of the moſt happy and k 
lutary conſequences.---After making a great many ebſcria 
tions, he concluded thus: That he would be bet 


zn this unnatural conflict given by her rebellious ungrateftefer 
children, than conſent to one condeſcending: ſtep that mig th 
tend to tarniſh her former glories. ö 

Mr. Byng obſerved, that adminiſtration had all along ade ſar 
upon ſyſtem, and however miſtaken they might be as Lor 
ſome of the effects of their meaſures, they never loſt fight Mear v 


the great object they had in contemplation from the begiadet 


ning; that was, to compel America to conſent to unconditiomation 
ſubmiſſion, which was, in other words, to conſent to Whit or 
flaves ; or, in the event of their refuſal and contequent With ot 


contended was the great pervading principle which goverl 
the American ſyſtem, and ſuch was the intention of thi * fort 
to whom carrying it into execution was committed. ally 


oppoſition given to the motion made by the noble Lord 1 Not 
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„im, [Lord J. Cavendiſh] was of a piece with the whole of 
he miniſterial conduct, ſince the commencement of this bu- 

neſs, --- Miniſters in private, and their runners in public, 
ere conſtantly known to load the officers entruſted with the 
rior commands with reproaches, or to flatly charge them 
1th diſobedience of orders, and with the commiſſion of acts 
which they were not authorized.- Such, he preſumed, 
35 the true purport of what was now urged againſt the mo- 
jon, The declaration imports one thing, the obvious con- 
nts another; however, if a different interpretation ſhould 
e put on it by the Americans, we ſtill have two ways to get 
N of it, and ſtill keep up a ſemblance of good faith; for we 
tain the right of explaining our own meaning, or of diſ- 
yning the declaration as exceeding the powers granted by 
he commiſſion, and if more cloſely preſſed, of exceed: 

e powers granted by Parliament; ſo that whatever the de- 
ration promiſes, can be of no avail, but to miſead America 
y fale lights. Our aim is unconditional ſubmiſſion; every 
en beyond that, we can explain away, and difayow.--- 
finally obſerved, that this underhand conduct on the part of 
Imin{firation, anſwered more purpoſes than one; it an- 
rered in a military, as well as a civil capacity, to ſkreen 
id varniſh over, as well as to miſlead and betray. Thus 
dey had the addreſs and effrontery to ſhift the cenſure they 
ould have ſo defervedly incurred off their own ſhoulders. 
hs he inſtanced in the perſons of Carleton, Howe, Chn- 
n, and ſeveral others, who were repreſented by their 
rs about town, and even by ſome of the principals, as 
ud, ignorant, raſh, or inactive, according as it ſuited the 
tent moment. He ſhould not have particularly adverted 
thoſe circumſtances, he ſaid, if it had not called to his 
ollection the fate of a near relation, who fell a ſacrifice to 
e fame treacherous motives of ſelf acquittal. 
Lord George Germaine next ſpoke, and faid, he aroſe to Lord George. 
ar up ſome matters of fact. That the noble Lord, who Vine. 
ade the motion, had -ſuppofed that he received the procla- 

ton with the diſpatch from General and Lord Howe; 

at on the contrary, the proclamation was left at Falmouth 

h other matters, and coming up to town in the ordinary 

u, did not reach his hands till Monday morning, when 

e extraordinary Gazette was already publiſhed. That 

 forbore to inſert it in Tueſday's Gazette, becauſe he 

aly did not think it of importance enough; that, it 

not concealed, many copies having been paſted againſt 
| | the 
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the walls of New York, and many ſent all over America. 
That as it was only part of a treaty, he thought it improper 
to publiſh it, and he conceived it was altogether unuſual, 2 
he remembered the converſations between. Lord Chathan 
(when Mr. Pitt) and Monſieur de. Buſſy, previous to the 
finiſhing the treaty of peace with France, were never pub- 
Ithed. With regard to the great American queſtion, he ſaid, iſo! 
it was endleſs to argue upon it. Every gentleman preſent, WW 
he doubted not, had formed his opinion, and that the Hou 
might debate to eternity without altering the different ideat 
of different men. That he, from his opinion, called the 
Americans rebels, and approved of the meaſures 'purſue 
inſt them by government; that he was averſe to the pre- 
ſeat motion, as it would deprive General and Lord Howe of 
the honour of making peace with America, an honour which? 
he flattered himſelf the gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of iu 
Houſe withed them to have. As to the proclamation fore 
faſt, he had before this day only heard it read once in coun- 
cil, and therefore from what the honourable gentleman hae 
faid, he had been induced to imagine, that the Archbiſhꝗ 
who drew it up might have made ſome miſtake ; but that he 
had now read it, and thought it a very good and a very pro- 
per proclamation, His Lordſhip then read it at the table, 
and having finiſhed, declared the words, ** ſpecious fall. 
hoods,” were properly introduced; he bid the gentlemen re 
collect the American declaration for independency, and then 
aſk, if the rebels had not publiſhed “ ſpecious falſhoods !” 
He hid them read their ſeveral other publications, and | 
doubted not they would all agree with him, that the aſſers 
tion was moſt true; but he obferved, he could eaſily accoutt 
For his not ſeeing the matter in the ſame light as the honour 
able gentleman oppoſite him; he was neither ſo accompliſhe 
an orator, nor ſo excellent a divine! 

Mr, Duming opened with obſerving, that he was not 4 
the Opera (alluding to Mr. Solicitor General) on Tueſ 
day evening, and as he did not imagine any news-papt 
contained any matter likely to entertain him, he had nc 
read one that day; that he came down to Weſtminſter: 
hall in the way of his profeſſion, and had come fro 
thence into that Houſe, without any previous knowledy 
of the debate; but as the proclamation, read from td 
news-paper, produced by the noble Lord his friend, had 
been declared to be authentic by the noble Lord in the blu 
ribbon, and the other noble Lord who ſat next him (Low 
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orth and Germaine] it was evident that news-paper infor- 
dation was to be truſted as much as that given in any other 
anner. He declared his amazement, that the motion 
hich had been made ſhonld be deemed ſudden and ill-timed : 
> faid, he knew'of no time more proper for appointing a 
pmmittee for the reviſion of ſuch a te as were deemed grie- 
ances by the Americans than the preſent. That tlie queſ- 
on was not now, What ſhould be altered, and what ſhould 
main in force; that thoſe were conſiderations to be agi- 
ted when they came into a committee; that it was high 
me the legiſlature of Great Britain gave America reaſon to 
ppoſe they would not always turn a deaf ear to her com- 
laints ; that it appeared by the proclamation of Lord Howe 
dat he had promiſed in the King's name, tliat ſuch acts as 
dey thought 2 ſhould be reviſed; that the promiſe 
ent to an aſſertion, that Parliament, as a branch of the 
giſlature, would enable the King to keep his word; that 
zerefore is was high time Parliament convinced America 
dw ready they were to ſecond the King's endeavours to re- 
ore peace, by beginning the good work with a reviſal of 
de acts which oppreſſed America, and a removal of thoſe 
bitacles to a reconciliation, He ſaid, the remarks of a 
arned gentleman, (who had taken the other ſide of the 
neſtion) relative to the futility of the Houſe's taking into 
der conſideration what they thought the grievances of 
merica, becauſe it might afterwards appear they were not 
dnfidered by the Americans as grievances was notoriouſly 
I-founded, That the Gentleman did himſclf and the 
louſe much wrong, if becauſe Parliament had collec- 
vely been blind to the ſeveral petitions and publications of 
merica, he ſuppoſed that the members as individuals had 
en cqually blind, and neglected to peep into the petitions 
hich had been preſented. That all the members had made 
emſelves maſters of the fubje&, and that the Houſe knew 
e grievances America had to complain of, was well aware 
hat ſhe felt as grievances, and might with great certainty 
oceed to redreſs them. He faid, the learned gentleman ' 
id given ſome new ideas of hberty ; he had declared, that 
merica muſt be ſubdued, America muſt be conquered in 
der to her deliverance. This fort of deliverance was to 
m a new conſequence of conqueſt ; from all that he had 
ad or heard, he never knew that a conquered people 
ere a free people, and he believed the Houſe, would join 
ich him in ſuppoſing, that from time immemorial, the ve 
Vor. VI. | reverſe 


* oF 


— 


Rs 


— 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 
reverſe of freedom had been the fate of the conquered, 
to the obſervation, that Lord Howe's firſt proclamation wy 
neceſſary to inform the public, that Lord Howe was arrive 
in America, he ſaid, it might alſo have been proper to hay 
publiſhed the preſent proclamation to ſhew that he was fl 
there. The noble Lord | Lord George Germaine] he fit 
had accommodated himſelf to all parties, in his reaſons f 
not publiſhing the declaration in the Gazette. To tha 
who thought it ought to have been made public, he had de 
clared, any man might read it in the news- papers; and t 

. thoſe who wiſhed and thought it ought to be kept privat 
he had ſaid, none could read it but thoſe who choſe to tak 

? a voyage to New York, where ey would find it paſted a 
- the walls of the haif-burnt houſes; and that he had 10 
printed it in the Gazette, becauſe Lord Chatham's privat 
negociations with Monſieur de Buily were not printed the 
He ſhould give his vote for the motion, (although he fai 
he knew it would not be carried) and ended with declaring 
in reply to Lord George Germaine's obſervation about th 
Faſt proclamation, that he thought a church an imprope 
place to promulgate a court creed in, and that ſo to act m 
to profane the place of worſhip. 
The Houſe divided. For the motion 47, againſt it 10 
Adjourned to Nov. 8. | 


| November 8. 
Mr. Bailr, The Houſe in committee. Mr. Buller moved, Th rel 
45,000 ſeamen, including 10,129 marines be employed it 

TIT.  - 
Sir George Sir George Yonge ſaid, he ſhould not oppoſe the motion! 
Tere. though he muſt condemn the ſervice for which the great 
| part of the ſeamen were deſtined. But while he approvecal 
putting this country in a proper ſtate of defence, he mi 
reprobate that ruinous ſyſtem upon which the preſent ci 
war was founded. He adverted to the declaration made i 
Lord and General Howe, and poſitively affirmed the m 
niſters were by that declaration pledged to a reverſal er 

their ſyſtem with America. Se 

Hon. Mr. The honourable Mr. Luttrell ſaid, that the naval ftreng 
Tutirell. of this nation, for the protection of Great Britain and lh"! 
land, was by no means equal to the account publicly gi 
by ſome of the moſt reſponſible characters in office. 80 f 
from 23 ſhips of the line fit for ſea, as was aſſerted at Ms 
opening of Parliament by the firſt naval authority in Gre 
Brita 


Br 
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ritain, and poſitively inſiſted on by a noble Lord over the 
ay [Lord George Germaine] in contradiction to real, 
zough melancholy facts ſtated by another right honourable 
ember [Colonel Barre; ] we had not, on the firſt day of 
ze preſent ſeſſion, a ſufficient number of men to complete 
ze complements of 13 ſail of the 23 guardfhips then in com- 
iſſion, ſo as to render them in a condition to encounter an 
hemy, and yet the higheſt war eſtabliſhment of this coun- 

is lower as to numbers than that of any ether naval power 
the univerſe. He conceived it to be the immediate duty 
f Parliament to take meaſures for putting theſe kingdoms 


ſeful of the ſhips, and the flower of your ſeamen, to be 
nt 3000 miles off, on a fruitleſs, romantic attempt, to 
educe the vaſt continent of America to unconditional ſub- 
iſſion. Utterly loſt to theſe dominions (to borrow the 
fords of a very emphatic orator | Mr. Solicitor General | of the 
dng robe) „ by the folly of a few, the madneſs of ſome, and 
e evil deſigns of many, who have gone hcadlong into theſe 
ſperate enterprizes. Let us be the more careful of what yet 
mains of empire and of liberty, nor leave theſe iſlands in a 
efenceleſs ſtate, while our confederate enemies of France 
d Spain actually command all the European ſeas with a 
eet of 0 men of war. We ſhould be told, perhaps, that 
is highly improper thus publicly to expoſe the weakneſs of 
ur navy to thoſe inimical powers, of whom ſuch ſtrong ap- 
rehenſions are now expreſſed. If there was a ray of hope 
onſiſtent with common-ſenſe, that ſuch ſpecious falſhoods 
f government could impoſe upon the clear- ſighted ſtateſmen 
n the other fide of the channel, or upon their miniſters or 

iſſaries on this fide, we might allow that we had in the 
oble Earl the heſt commiſſioner of the admiralty that ever 
refided at that board; I mea fo long as the ſafety of. the 
ation depends upon concealing or diſguifing the truth; for 
verily believe him to be the only man of his rank and edu- 
ation in theſe realms, I am ſure he is the only profeſſed 
noraliſt, who, after reiterated detection in = groſſeſt 
mpoſitions, and deep- laid fictions, can rally again, and re- 
urn to the charge with ſo ſanctimonious a compoſure, ſo 
launtleſs an effrontery, that the rarity and perfection of the 
ice almoſt conſtitutes it a virtue. | 


al an attack, ought to be ſuffered ? 


- 


a proper ſtate of naval defence, and not ſuffer the moſt 


K 2 Mx {| 


by 


Mr. Attorney General called Mr. Luttrell to order, appeal- Mr. Attorney 
ng to the committee, whether ſuch language, and ſo perſo- General. | 


65 


; | Hon, Mr. 


Laval. 


Nr. Arrerr The Attorney General inſiſted, that as there was no accuſ 


General. 


Hen .M rs 


- - *Luazerell, 
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he was within the law of Parliament, and the rights of eve 


conditions of peace, and a real redreſs of grievances to 


hypocritical, and inſiduous placarts and proclamations, tent 


„that he would never allow the legiſlative claims of ti 


| 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17 


Hon. Mr. Luttrell ſaid, he would perſevere in his privily 
as a repreſentative of the people, to ſet forth, in as ſtrong o 
lours as he pleaſed, the official faults or iniquities of any d 
the public miniſters of this country, where he was ready 
' ſupport his allegations by circumſtantial proofs. | 


tion formally before the Houſe, Mr. Luttrell could n 
conſiſtently with che rules of the Houſe, procced any fu 
ther. 

Hon. Mr. Euttrell replied, that he would, at all hazari 
proceed in acquitting himſelf of his duty. He knew (wi 
great deference to that learned and reſpectable gentlema 
individual member of it; and that the plea of wanting 
formal accuſation was a chicane which ſhould avail nothin 
for if the miniſtry would ſuffer him to carry a motion | 
the returns and ſtate of the navy on. which to ground | 
charges, he aſſured the Houſe he would do no leſs in conk 
quence of thoſe abuſes and mal- practices which muſt on © 
quiry come out, than follow ſuch a motion by an address! 
his Majeſty, « that he would be gracioutly pleaſed, fort 
welfarc of his people, to remove the Earl of Sandwich, n 
only from the office he now holds, but from the royal cou 
cils and preſence for ever.“ He then proceeded and d 
ſerved, that to give the firſt commiſſioner of the naval d 
partment the palm of ſpecious falſhoods, while he had 
many competitors in the miniſterial fraternity, was indeed! 
trifling compliment. He acknowledged he was run hard! 
thofe men who give out to the world, that they have offen 


people of America, which offers have been rejected 
thoſe men on the treaſury bench, who advance, that t 
congreſs have diſavowed every purpoſe of conciliation {ii 
of independence.” What conditions of peace, founded ir 
redreſs of real grievances, have been offered to the congrd 
or any delcgates in whom the Americans put a truſt ? ne 
we again be inſulted and nauſeated with your ambiguo 


ing only to allure and cajole a few daſtard renegadoes fri 
the cauſe of conſtitutional libert ny to your ty rannical fta 
dards? We were told by a noble Lord, the other nig 


country to be a grievance.” Theſe were his very words, 
took them down 3 in wr ting at the inſtant he uttered the 
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ne of the firſt crown lawyers added, that nothing could 
tisfy government ſhort of unconditional ſubmiſſion. The 
mericans have no terms to demand (ſaid he) from your 
ſtice, whatever they may hope from your grace and mercy.” 
ir, when the heathen emperor, Claudius Cæſar, held Ca- 
\Ctacus, and all his Britiſh warriors in chains at his chariot 
heels, he talked out ſo proud a language to his captives, 
theſe chriſtian miniſters, while they invoke the ſpecial in- 
rpoſition of the Almighty, hold forth te their own coun- | 
ymen hitherto ſuperior to them in the lifts : In ſhort, ſtrip | 
f the maik and ſpecious falſhoods from every department 
the ſtate, as it is now modelled, and the war is a war of 
xation, a war of injuſtice, impiety. and endleſs bloodſhed. 
Mr. //5mbwell warmly defended Lord Sandwich, and gave Mr. Wemb- 
long panegyric upon his private virtues, public talents, well. 
d induſtry; ſaid, he was the beſt miniſter, and perhaps . 
e worthieſt man in this country; (here the Houſe laughed | 
artily) that he was not to be hurt by the {ſhafts of that ve- 
ment member who ſpoke laſt. His Lordſhip ought to be 
vered and honoured by every honeſt man in this country 
r his ſervices in the department where he preſides ; there 
ver was his equal in office; he gloried in calling him his 
zend, nor was there a man fo admired and approved of by 
reigners. 9 
Hon, Mr. Luttrell made a ſhort reply, and ended by ſaying, Hon. Mr. 
verily believed that foreigners approved much of our hay- Latireil. 
gat this conjuncture ſuch a man in ſuch an office and au- 
ority, and that he might perhaps be worſhipped by the ſa- 
ges of Otaheite ; he meddled not with his worthineſs in ſo- 
al life, but he thought no good ſubject of this country held 
m worthy of his public truſt. 2 
Lord Mulgrave ſaid, he was glad to find the honourable Lord Mal. 
ember intended to move for a ſerious parliamentary en- grave- 
ry into the conduct of his noble friend at the head of the 
dmiralty-board ; that whenever the truth came out, the 
nourable member, however prejudiced he was at this time, 
| vague, ill- founded, and empty conjectures, would, if he 
d any candour in his nature, become a convert to a better- 
unded and more juſt opinion: for that the Britiſh nation 
d never known a firſt commiſſioner of the admiralt equal 
the preſent in capacity and meritorious ſervices. He theres 
re withed the honourable member to move a fair, public 
ſ of the noble Earl's conduct; and he, as the noble Earl's 

3 7 friend, 
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, friend, would ſtand as forward as any gentleman in oppoj 
: tion could poſſibly do to ſecond it. 
Ld. North. Lord North alto got up in behalf of Lord Sandwich; ai 
his Majeſty had in that noble Earl a very capable and ze 
lous ſervant, who ought not to be thus attacked in his a 
ſence, from a collection of looſe ſurmiſes, and low ney 
| | paper abuſe ; that, if the honourable member would inforllf 
| | imſelf of the real deſert of the noble Earl in his official ch 
| rater, he muſt retract his imputation, and admit, that th 
moſt laborious and eminent public ſervices had been renden 
this empire fince he came to the naval adminiſtration ; ne 
ther could any of his predeceflors (upon the whole) bo 
equal pretenſions to the. applauſe of this country, and t 
reſpect of every unprejudiced individual. | 
| Lord Pal- Lord Palmer ſtone ſpoke in ſupport of Lord Sandwich, a 
te ene. the preſent board of admiralty ; but he ſaid, that in con 
mending the noble Earl's aſſiduity and talents, he would x 
be underſtood to detract in any degree from the praiſe duet 
Sir Edward Hawke (now Lord Hawke) with whom he 
| likewiſe been in office. His Lordſhip acquitted himſelf wi 
a propriety of temper, and in terms becoming the peculiar 
tuation of having ſerved his Majeſty at the admiraltv-boa 
under three ſucceſſive adminiſtrations. 
Mr. Buller. Mr. Buller ſtated the number of mariners in the Britiſh pq 
as ſufficient for the defence of theſe dominions, and mai ni 
nance of our national honour upon the ſeas, againſt any co 
- bined powers whatever that might attempt hoſtilities. el 
Mr. Luttrell, to reply to the ſeveral advocates for the! m 
ble Earl, but ſome ſtrong expreſſions falling from him, wh 
ſeemed applied to Lord Mulgrave, the latter was enteringy 
on too warm an altercation, when a cooler dialogue was n 
commended te both gentlemen by Sir Edward Aſtley and WW, 
Fletcher Norton, the latter of whom defired the cha io 
to read the reſolution, in order to preſerve order, by kee the 
both the honourable gentlemen to the proper ſubject a 
tained in the r gave, | | 
Hon. Mr. Mr. Luttrell told Lord Mulgrave, he was not apt toi OL 
Lutrel, come a convert in principle or perſuaſion, after he had d 
formed his mind upon the beſt lights his underftanding oP a 2 
furniſh ; that the two noble Lords on the oppoſite bench 
him injuſtice, when they imputed his conduct and acculati 
3 to anonymous ſlander, or a vague unſubſtantial teſtimo e t 
” any nature whatever; that when this boaſted ſervice 0 
noble Earl came to be enquired into, it would be found 
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en intruſted annually with twice as much of the public 
pney as any one of his predeceſſors in office; therefore he 
ght certainly to have the fleet in a more formidable and 
pectable condition; but certain it was, that a great 
rt of this treaſure was not applied to the uſes for which it 
s granted; there had been a multitude of errors, and 
ch corruption, which he was prepared to produce evi- 
nce of, whenever the Houſe would give a candid hearing. 
> thanked Lord Mulgrave for offering to ſecond his en- 
ry, but could never have expected ſuch a favour from a 
mber for Huntingdon. ; 


ſent ſtrength of our naval eſtabliſhment at home, and ſuf- 
jency of ſhips and men. ; | ; 

he queſtion being put, was agreed to. The Houſe was 
med, and Mr. Speaker took the chair. 


material information of Parliament, independent of the 
poſed addreſs to the King, to diſplace the Earl of Sand- 
h; © that the proper officers do lay on the table the lateſt 
kly accounts received at the Admiralty,. prior to the 
ning of the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, from the admi- 
or commander in chief, of all his Majeſty's ſhips and 
lels at the ſeveral departments of Portſinouth, Chatham, and 
mouth, together with the lateſt week's account received 
he faid board, prior to the commencement of this ſeffion, 
all ſhips and veſſels of war employed on channel ſervice, 
dn the coaſt of Great Britain or Ireland.” Mr. Luttrell 
„ that he would ſhew by theſe accounts, that the infor- 
jon given to both Houtes of Parliament, and the public, 
the firſt day of this ſeſſion, of the tate of the navy, when 
was officially alledged, that we had 23 ſhips- of the line 
o take the ſeas, and many more in great forwardneſs, and 
our fleet at home was then a full match for the combined 
adrons of France and Spain, ſhould they viſit theſe coaſts, 
a dangerous, wicked, and-wilful impoſition on Parliament, 
the whole nation. We had not, he ſaid, near 7000 ef- 
we men in the 23 guardſhips put together, and, to com- 
e cheir complements for war, near double that number 
d be requiſite, Our frigates, ſloops, and ſmall craft, 
2 moſt of them upon remote ſervice z and thoſe ſhips of 
line, put lately into commiſſion, alledged by the Ame- 
| rican 


Sir Hugh Palliſer cloſed the arguments in the committee, Sir Hugh 
ſaying, he hoped the Houſe would take confidence in the Palliſer- 


on. Mr. Luttre!l then moved, as the firſt evidence neceſſa- Hon. Mr, 
on which, to eſtabliſh the truth of his charges, and even for Lurrel. 
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rican ſecretary, [Lord George Germaine] to be © in grey 
forwargneſs,” had not, one with another, a twentieth pax 
of their war complement ; neither were the returns of thi 
impreſſed men in and about this metropolis, on the firſt nigh 
of iſſuing the warrants, above one third in number of why 
the runners of government were ordered to ſpread abroad, 
At Portimouth, and its environs, the intention of 1mpreflin 
men was known to all the ſeafaring people 24 hours befor 
the preſs-gangs were in motion; fo we ſucceeded but il] i 
that quarter, and ſtill worſe on the weſtern coaſts. In ſhor, 
if the people of England knew the real ftate of our marin 
power and reſources, and the great ſuperiority of our naty 
ral enemies in theſe ſeas, they would ſcarce ſuffer ſo may 
_ ſhips and men to be diſpatched to the furtheſt quarter of th 
globe, even on a more rational and profitable purſuit tha 
the reduction of our American colonies to deſpotiſm, befor 
we had ſecured the ſeat of our empire from invaſion and rui 
He was confident, after what had paſſed, after the impatienc 
of the noble Earl's friends to bring him to a fair ordeal, i 
ſaid, he ſhould be ſeconded in this motion by one of th 
lords of the Admiralty, or the noble Lord | Lord Mulgrave 

in his eye. 3 
. The Attorney General argued ſtrenuouſly againſt receiyu 
Seel. the motion. And the friends of 3 — were | 
throwing it out without further diſcuſſion. 5 
K. H. 1. Right hon. Z. Tounſhend, after ſhewing that the motion 1 
Terſbend. ſtrictly parliamentary, and of material import to the” buſind 
| then before the Houle, ſeconded it; and aſked what opinio 
any unprejudiced perſon could entertain of thoſe gentlem 
who ſo ftrenuouſly encouraged the honourable gentleman 
his enquiry, and now ſhrunk from the trial. This clandd 
tine and unwarranted ſtep of with-holding the firſt offd 
papers, called for by the honourable member, would /ian 
ſentence on their friend and patron, not much to his hond 
. or his advantege. 
«Mr. V. Mr. V. Hartley likewiſe ſupported Mr. Luttrell, 4 
Hartig. drew a very mournful picture of this country in its preſa rica, 
condition, and a very odious one of the adminiſtration, Mea a 
the ſyſtems on which they act. | 
Hon. Mr. Hon. Mr. Luttrell infitted. that the abſolute management fo 
Cattrell. the maritime power of the Britiſh empire was too arduous, l 
ſolid, too important a truſt, to be committed to a box 910d 
of Lord Sandwich's levity of diſpoſition and known deprali 
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-onduRt, eſpecially now the piping hours of jubilee and 


rations of the moſt ſubſtantial and critical import to the 
ety of theſe iſlands. The queſtuon being put, the motion 
as negatived without a diviſion. 

November 9. 

Report of the committe on the number of ſeamen, ad- 
arned to November 11 | 


nt November 11. 
Land- tax, four ſhillings. No debate. 
1 Modember 12. 
No debate. 

U | November 13. 

l he ſame. 

| November 14. 


he ſame, 

November 15. 
Eftimates preſented. And, | 
Reſolved, That a number of land forces, including thros 
puſand two hundred and thirteen invalids, amounting to 
enty thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty- four effective men, 


yed for the year 1777. 

I eſolved, That there be granted 0 hs - vs d. 
ajeſty, for defraying the charge of twen- Ic 
thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty - four 

aive men, for guards, garriſons, and 

na er his Majeſty's land forces, in Great Bri- 

n, Jerſey, and Guernſey, for the year 

57. — — - - * $48,009 16 5 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his I 
jeſty, for the pay of the general and ge- 
al ſtaff officers in Great Britain, for the 
77. 3 N F 
0Wcetolved, That there be granted to Jus 
geſty, for maintaining bis Majeſty's 
es and garriſons in the plantations and 
rica, including thoſe in garriſon at Mi- 
ca and Gibraltar, and for proviſions for 
forces in North America, Nova Scotia, 
wfoundland, Gibraltar, the Cededſlands, | 
Africa, for the year 1777. 949,720 11 3 
kelolved, That there be granted to his | 
helty, for defray ing the charge of the 
Vox. VI. L difference 


11,473 18 62 
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lliance are at an end; and we ought to prepare for naval 


mmiſſion and non-commiſſioned officers included, be e. 
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difference of pay between the Britiſh and 
Iriſh eſtabliſhment of one regiment of light 
dragoons, and fix regiments of foot, ſerving 
in North America, for the year 1777. 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his 
Majeſty, for defraying the charge of five 
Hanoverian battallions of foot at Gibraltar 
and Minorca, and for proviſions for the 
three battalions of the ſaid troops at Gi- 
braltar, for the year 1777. - - 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his 
Majeſty, for defraying the charge of twelve 
thouſand fix hundred and fixty-ſeven men, 
the troops of the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, 
in the pay of Great Britain, together with 
the ſubfidy, for the year 1777, purſuant to 
treaty. — = - 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his 
Majeſty, for r the charge of a re- 
giment of foot of Hanau, in the pay of 


Great Britain, Together with the ſubſidy, 
purſuant to the treaty with the hereditary . 


prince of Heſſe Caſſel, for the year 1777. 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his 
Majeſty, for defraying the charge of a re- 
giment of foot of Waldeck, in the pay of 
Great Britain, together with the ſubſidy, 
urſuant to treaty with the reigning prince 
of Waldeck, for the year 1777. - 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his 
for defraying the charge of four thouſand 
three hundred men, the troops of the reign - 
ing duke of Brunſwick, in the pay of Great 
Britain, together with the ſubſidy, for the 
year 1777, purſuant to treaty. - 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his 
Majeſty, for defraying the charge of provi- 
ſions for the foreign troops ſerving in North 
America, in the pay of Great Britain, for 
the year 1777. - Eh 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his 
Majeſty, to make good a deficiency in the 
ſum voted laſt ſeſſion of parliament, for the 


charge of the troops of the landgrave of Heſſe 
: , 2 : : 


336,932 1 


A. 1770 
„ 


47,178 00 


56,074 19 


18,181 1506 


-” 


| 17,370 81 


93,947 15, 


41,427 1 


aſſel, to the 24th of December, 1776. 


Majeſty, to make good a deficiency in the 
m voted laſt ſeſſion of parliament, for the 
arge of the regiment of foot of Hanau, to 
e 24th of December, 1776. - 
Relolved, That there be granted to his 
ajeſty, for defraying the charge of artil- 
ry for the foreign troops in the pay of 
Sreat Britain, purſuant to treaties, for the 
ar 1777. - - 

Reſolved, That there be granted to his 
lajeſty, towards defraying the charge of 
tillery for the foreign troops in the pay of 
yreat Britain, purſuant to treaties, for the 
ear 1776. - - 
Reſolved, That (granted to his Majeſty 
| ſeſſion of parliament, ſor defraying the 
arge of the artillery of the landgrave of 


r the year 1776) there be granted to his 
lajeſty, towards defraying the charge of 
illery for the foreign troops in the pay of 
eat Britain, purſuant to treaties, for the 
ar 1776. - - 
Reſolved, That (granted to his Majeſty 
the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, for defray- 
g the charge of the artillery of Hanau, in 
e pay of Great Britain, purſuant to treaty) 
ere be granted to his Majeſty, towards 
fraying the charge of artillery for the fo- 
ign troops in the pay of Great Britain, 
rſuant to treaties, for the year 1776. 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his 
Iajeſty (out of the monies or ſavings re- 
alning of the grant of laſt ſeſſion of par- 
ment, for the charge of a regiment of 
ot of Waldeck, in the pay of Great Bri- 
in, for the year 1776) towards defray ing 
e charge of artillery for the foreign 
dops in the pay of Great Britain, purſuant 
treaties, for the year 1776. - 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his 
geſty, for the charge of * office of ord- 
| 3 2 
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Reſolved, That there be granted to his 


leſſe Caſſel, in the pay of Great Britain, 
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nance, for land ſervice, for the year 
1777. — - = 320, 111 18 1 
Reſolved, That there be granted to his | 
Majeſty,for defraying the expence of fer- 
vice performed by the office of ordnance for 
land ſervice, and alſo provided for by parlia- | 
ment, in 1776. - - - 272,705 18 
[Theſe reſolutions were all agreed to without any debar, 
The gentlemen in oppoſition had repeatedly ſaid to thei 
friends, that it was in vain to oppoſe the meafures of the 
Court in Parliament; the Miniſtry had a regular and fixa 
majority; accordingly they ſeldom attended, except np 
wx bufineſs. This day gave a fignal proof of this opinion, 
ir George Savile, Mr, Burke, &c. who attended the Hov 
this-day upon a private bill, as ſoon as Lord Barringta 
ſtood up to move the firſt reſolution, they quitted their plz 
ces, made their bows to the chair, and went away.] 
November 16. 
Eftimates reported. Agreed to. No debate. Adjourna 
to November 18.- 
November 18. 


No debate. \ 
| November 19. ! 
The ſame. ON 
November 20. 1 
Malt duty, &c. No debate. as 
| November 21. er 
The ſame. I 


November 22. 

Sir George Savile ſaid, he had a petition from Thom: 
Rumbold, Eſq. reſpecting the Shafteſbury election. I 
petitioner, he ſaid, prayed that the votes of the Houſe ere 
laſt ſeſſion, by which the Houſe agreed with the commit en 
on the Shafteſbury election, might be re-conſidered, and 
ſuch relief given to the petitioner as the Houſe in its witdon iP P* 
ſhould think fit. After expatiating on what he thought 
the injuſtice that had been done to the petitioner on the m- 
ceſſity of ſupporting the dignity of parliament, he moved fi 
leave to bring up the petition. | 
Mr. Grenuille oppoſed the bringing it up at that time 
He had no intereſt in the queſtion, nor any connection will 


any of the parties; but he knew, that ſeveral gentlemen Wien 
kad ſerved on the Shafteſbury committe were abſent, it h-... 


15 


g generally underſtood ſome days ſince, that no more 

ablic buſineſs was to come on before the holidays; and ma- 

y of the country gentlemen who were intereſted in the queſ- 

on were alſo abſent, As a proof that no public buſineſs 

as expected, he mentioned the difficulty the. Speaker had 

en under to collect a Houſe the laft four days; he therefore 

oved, that the petition be not brought up till the 27th of 

inuary. | | 

Mr. Powss feconded Mr. Grenville's motion. Mr. Porz. 
The Right Hon. Hans Stanley ſeconded Sir George Sa- R. H. Hans 
le's motion. He ſaid, he had as great reſpect for the mem- Stanley. 

rs abſent as any man, but God forbid a regard for any 

rſons ſhould prevent a Britiſh Houſe of Commons from 

ding immediate juſtice. The houſe was now by three times 

ller than when the votes complained of by the. petitioner 

Te paſſed. The parties concerned had known that a mo- 

pn for reſcinding thoſe haſty reſolutions would be made be- 

re the holidays. He knew it was the ſenſe of the Houle to 

we reicinded them laft year, if it had not been contrary to 

e ſtanding order of the Rouſe, not to permit the ſame queſ- 

on twice in one ſeſſion. 

Mr. Burke for reſcinding the reſolutions 5 and wiſhed Mr. Burke. 

might be an example for reſcinding all, haſty reſolu- 

ons. | | 

The Attorney General [Mr. Thurloe] ſaid, the evidence Mr.Tharle. 
as Incompetent, upon which the petitioner and Mr. Sykes 

ere reputed guilty, 

Then the petition was brought up, and read ; ſetting fotth, 

hat, in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, the Houſe came to. 
vers reſolutions, upon taking into confideration the minutes 
the examination taken before the ſclect committee, who 2 
ere appointed to try and determine the merits of the peti- 

on of Hans Wintrop Mortimer, Eſq. complaining of an un- 

ue election and return for the borough of Shafteſbury, and 

particular a reſolution, ** That it appeared to this Houſe, 

from the ſaid minutes, that the petitioner was a principal 

promoter and ſuborner of wilful and corrupt perjury at the 

laid election ;“ and that the petitioner had not any inti- 

ation given him, that any proceedings were intended to be 

d with reſpect to him; and, as the petitioner is conſcious 

bis innocence, he truſts he ſhould have bcen able, had he 

en apprized of ſuch proceedings, to have ſatisfied the Houle 


m— 
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WP" there was no foundation for ſo heinous a charge; and that 
u petitioner's character and reputation are highly affected 


by 
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by the ſaid reſolution; and that the petitioner did make an x 
cation, in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, to the Houſe, for n 
lief in the premiſes, which was rejected; and the reſolution 
concerning Which the petitioner offered his ſaid petition h 
ving been paſſed in the ſaid ſeſſion, the petitioner apprehend 
that that circumſtance might have been a motive to f 
Houſe, not to grant the prayer of his ſaid petition; the pet 
tioner therefore hopes, that, this cauſe no longer exiſting 
his requeſt may now be more favourably received. 

The Houſe was moved, That the entry in the journal 
the Houſe, of the fourteenth day of February, in the li 
ſeſſion of Parliament, of the proceedings of the Hou, « 
taking into conſideration the minutes of the examination 
ken before the ſele&t committee, who were appointed to tn 
and determine the merits of the petition of Hans Winti 
Mortimer, Eſq. complaining of an undue election and n 
turn for the borough of Shafton, otherwiſe Shafteſbury, uf 
the county of Dorſet, ſo far as the ſame relates to Thon 
Rumbold, Eſq. together with the order of the ſame day y 
the Attorney General to proſecute the ſaid Thomas Run 
bold, Eſq. might be read. 

And the ſame being read accordingly ; 

Ordered, That the faid order to the Attorney Gener: 
for proſecuting the ſaid Thomas Rombold, Eſq. be di 
charged. | / 

A petition of Francis Sykes, Eſq. was preſented to th 
Houſe, and read ; ſetting forth, That, in the laſt ſeſſion « 
Parliament, the Houſe came to divers reſolutions, upon u 
king into conſideration the minutes of the examination take 
before the ſeleft committee, who were appointed to try ant 
determine the merits of the petition of Hans Wintrop Mot 
timer, Eſq. complaining of an undue election and return fd 
the borough of Shafteſbury, and in particular a reſolutior 
That it appeared to this Houfe, from the ſaid minute 
«© that the petitioner was a principal promoter and fubornd 
of wilful and corrupt perjury at the ſaid election;“ all 
that the petitioner had not any intimation given him, tha 
any proceedings were intended to be had with reſpect to him 
and, as the petitioner is conſcious of his innocence, he truſts 
ſhould have been able, had he been appriſed of ſuch pt 
cœedings, to have ſatisfied the Houſe, that there was 0 
foundation for ſo heinous a charge; and that the petitioner 
character and reputation are highly affected by the ſaid reid 
lution ; and that the petioner did make an application, in tl 
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ſeſſion of Parliament, to the Houſe, for relief in the pre- 
es, which was rejected; and the reſolution concerning 


ed in the ſaid ſeſſion, the petitioner apprehends, that that 
cumſtance might have been a motive to the Houſe, not to 
ant the prayer of his ſaid petition; the petitioner therefore 
pes, that this cauſe no longer exiſting, his requeſt may 
be more favourably received. | 

he Houſe was moved, That the entry in the journal of 
> Houſe, of the 14th day of February, in the laſt ſeſſion 
Parliament, of the proceedings of the Houſe, on taking 
o conſideration the minutes of the examination taken be- 
e the ſaid ſelect committee, ſo far as the ſame relates to 
ancis Sykes, Eſq. together with the order of the fame day 
the Attorney General, to proſecute the ſaid Francis Sykes, 
g. might be read. 

And the ſame being read accordingly ; 

Ordered, That the ſaid order to the Attorney General, for 
dſecuting the ſaid Francis Sykes, Eſq. be diſcharged. 


the electors, were alſo diſcharged, 
Adjourned to November 25. 
, November 25. 
Reſolved, That there be granted for the 
dinary of the navy, including the half- 
y to ſea and marine officers for 1777 400,005 2 10 
Reſolved, That there be graated for 
11ding and repairs of ſhips for 1777 465, 500 0 © 
Reſolved, That there be granted for the 
yment of exchequer bills I, $00,000 0 @®- 
No debate. | 
7 November 26. 
No debate. 
bu November 27. 
The ſame. Adjourned to December 2. 
| December 2. 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to December 12. 
| December 12. | 
P:ivate buſineſs. 
December 13. TEE 
Day appointed for a general faſt. Heard divine ſervice, 
da ſermon. Adjourned to January 21, 1777. E 
a The 


ich the petitioner offered his ſaid petition having been 


The like orders, which had heen made for proſecuting fix. 
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The following authentic papers are copies of the laft Est. 
MATESs preſented to the Houſe of Commons, of the year 
expences in North America, before the preſent war, 

3 of e pences attending the Commander in Chief, 


Secretary” s Office. 
Two clerks . TOO 0 dl 
An allowance for pay to extra clerks em- I 
ployed occaſionally to affiſt in the courſe of 
the year to write for the ſecretary's office 40 © ( 
Office rent 20 0 
Perſon to attend the office | 12 o 
Firing and candles | 40 © 
Expreſſes at an average | 60 © ( 
Stationary ditto 60 O 
Incidental expences ditto 20 o a 


Inland poſtage of letters to and from the 
commander in chief, adjutant general, aid de 
camps, &c. at the poſt-office in New York, 
upon public buſineſe, as per the e 8 


account for laſt year 86 61 
Ditto at Boſton, at an average 40 © 
Ditto Philadelphia ditto 20 of 
(Signed) G. MaTuvrin. 
FF ar -office, 
1d Signed) BARRINGTON, » 


EsTIMATE of the Expence of providing the King' bt 

- racks in North America with the following neceſſaries | 
the enſuing year, viz. 

Fire and candles.--- Allowance to the ſoldiers for bon 

platters, and ſpoons.---Straw or ſtuffing for the ſoldiers bu 

ding.---Brooms for ſweeping the rooms.---Sweeping chin 


nies.--- Allowance to officers quartered in barracks for fi 
ing their own bedding. --- And lodging TR officers as the 4 
is no room for in the barracks. eb 
| ret 
Provinces, Places Names. Sterli 0 A dnt 
bo Ss d. ' . . 4 if 


Canada Quebec 17% ½ 5 
0 Three Ravers 280 16 102 
— — 2078 14 j 
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Provinces. Places Names. 4. „% d., 
. "Tt 0 Brought over 2078 14 34 
1 Montreal and Cham- - | 7 
bly 1228 8 10 
Oſwegatchie . 
| | | — 1301 13 11 I 
12 168 14 55 21 
ichillimackinac J Detroit 222 2 10“ 
Michillmackinac 156 19 12 
Fort Antario 11416 7 . 
| A | — 662 13 Oz 
w Vork Fort Stanwix 36 19 5 a 
Fort George 30 1 
Crown Point and Ti- 120 13 3 7 
conderoga — 103 14 22 
wa Scotia Halifax: - 1328 4 10r 3 
Annapolis Royal in n:, 
Fort Frederick ISI 13; 31 4 
Fort Cumberland 212 19 57 
Louiſbourg _ 371 6 8 
of St. John's Iſland 142-7. £ | 
| | 22346 16 8 
S I Mobile 596 15 5 
6 | Penſacola 673 © 14 
i Apalachie "0 3 5 
| St. Auguſtine "6g 18 poo. 
: — 1700 17 2 
nois Fort Chartres 208 210- 5 
alylvlama Port Pitt | ra #2 
Vt Carolina Fort Charlotte TY IO IO II 
erokee Country Fort Prince George 16. <-. 2 
_ Fort Auguſta 3 12 2 
Fort Frederick. | TS. 
. 7 0: 4 


pence of an allowance to officers in lieu 
t lodgings in garriſons where there are no 


e ficers! barracks, 
ebeck 3 8 - 00" 37 
ree Rivers — — „ 
5 ntreal 1 " Eo - 395 2 2 
„ iifax 8 . - 424 2 o 
Auguſtine 4 6 - 290' © 2 
1854 17 3 


—— — — 


y OL, VI. M Carried Over 10745 19 102 
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; f 4. 5. d. & 4. Se b 2 
Fa Brought over 10745 11 10 
Hire of an office 1 b 0 
Fire and candle for the office - - 12 © © 
Hire of a ftore-room - - 16 O o 
Wages to clerks, at 46. ſterling per day 73 o 0 


- Stationary for the Barrack-maſter General, 
and for 27 Barrack-maſters, or perſons 
acting as ſuch, at the different poſts; the 
firſt at 121. the others at 40s. - - 66 © o 
: | f | — I 0 
Total of the annual expence of the barracks in North 
America, excluſive of furniture - - 18942 19 10 


VN. B. At other places the barracks are ſuppated to afford ſtore-room 
but at New York the central place, from wlience all the others muſt 
ſupplied, the king has no houſes. | 


Eftimate of the expence of. furniſhing the barrack- rooms ac- 
tually occupied in North America; and of the yearly er- 
pence of keeping the furniture, bedding, &c. in order, to; 
20 years, by contract. 

| BY Sterling. L. 5. 6 
Furniture for non-commiſhoned officers? and 
mameen's room. 

To 6 bedfteads, at gs. each - 

To 6 bed and bolſtercaſes, at qs. each 
To 12 blankets, at 5s. Gd. each = 
To 6 coverlets, at 5s..6d..each = 
To 2 iron pots, at 58. each - 
'To 2 tramels + 
To x pair tongs and ſhovel - 
To 1 pair dogs - « 
To 2 croſs bars - - 
To 1 axe - 5 
To I candleſtick - — 
To a table and 2 benches 
To a bucket - 3 
To a box for aſhes 5 


— — 
Ou Þ 


> © no co Oo = 2 oo. £2 £© 


pay thay 


SD] BE rm» Þ wo a.© ow 
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0000000000 =w N 
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1. 1776. P 
urniture for an officer's room. bo . th 
10 To a pair of dogs „ 
To a pair of tongs and ſhovel | — 0 fs) 
To a table . - = o 2 6 
To 2 chairs I, fl — o 8 0 
To a candleſtick — - o 3 6 
To a box for aſhes - - & 2 © 
| - 

urniture for an officer's guard-room, 

To 1 bedſtead - | - oO © o 
| To table . : 0.40 
10 To ð chairs - - 41 
To fire irons — o 18 o 
m To 1 candleftick — Fa o I Y 
To 1 box for aſhes - - © 2 
3 


urniture for men's guard- room. 


* Racks for arms — o 6 © 
* Fire irons 4 Fe © 12 o 
Candleftick - 8 2 * 
f Box for aſhes 8 — © 2 © 
An axe = - © 4 6 


— 
O 


47 ſoldiers guard-rooms, at 11. 3s. each 59 18 6 


* 


Total expencs EARS: 7101 19 '6 


* Omitted an ene blanket pee allowed to each two 
cers bed at Louiſbourg an 

To 600 blankets at 5s, 6d = — 165 
Which makes the total expence of furniſhing the rooms, inftead 
71011, 398, 6d, to be 7266]. 196 6d 


\ 


<> 


0 

k pers b the eſtimate, that there are ftually poſicfied 

0 0 in North America, 4 

„ 
192 ellicers rooms, at 21. each — 84 © o 

0 493 private men's rooms, at 131. 8. each 4 © 

] 17 officers guard-rooms, at J. is. each 51 % ©” 

h 


Yearly | | 


8 
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Vearly expence of keeping the bedding and furniture in re- 

pairs for 20 years, at 10s. a bed, being 3l. for each of the Ne 

non-commuſtioned officers and private men's rooms; and 1 

at 108. for all the officers rooms and guards. b 

493 ſoldiers rooms, at gl. each - L. 1479 p 

250 officers rooms and guards, at 108. each 128 ft 

| n 
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That the eſtimates and the principles on which they are I w 
formed may be well underſtood, it is proper they be accom: Nec 
panied with tlie following explanatory remarks, 5 


Remarks on the Eſtimate for Fuel and Candles, &c. &c. of 
; Ofwegat- At the poſts named in the margin, it is preſumed, that I be 

chic,Ni28* wood is to be procured by the labour of the troops, for theſe I th 
Michini- reaſons: the inhabitants being few, labour is dear. tre 
mackinac, A contract would be very expenſive. The intervals of th 


Fort Onta- quty give time to the ſoldiers to work; this will get them 


rio, Fort 


Stanwric, health and ſtrength, and keep them free from the ſcurvy: (tic 

Fort George hut as the ſoldiers? ſhirts, ſhoes and ſtockings will be wore in is 

N this ſervice, and as they are very dear at theſe remote poſts, Miu 
er l 

conderega, to indemnify the men for the wear, and to leave them ſome 


St. John's ſmall gratification for their labour, an allowance is made for be 
* each chord of wood the troops furniſh, 1 VIC 


Chartres, To proportion the price to the labour and different cir- be: 
Fort Pitt, - cumſtances of the poſts, I viſited as many of them as IMder 


| = _ could laſt ſummer, and with the generaPs approbation, fixed bee 
Prince at each the price of wood as in the eſtimate. Ne 
George, I went next to Canada, and found that a different me par 


Fore 208" thod had, and indeed ſhould be, taken for the ſupply of wood 
derick, in that . | 
Regiments being united here, find an opportunity to con: ſiſſwo: 

tinue or renew their diſcipline. As here the ſeaſon proper Hoffe 

for this is ſhort, it would be improper to take the troops had 

from their military exerciſe and employ them in cutting mat 

wood, eſpecially as from the circumftances of the inhabi-Wror 

tants and the fituation of the country, it can be had al-Wtai 

moſt as cheap from the country people as by the labour of ehe: 

the troops. 8 kno 

. : Hitherto the different pariſhes have been ordered to ſup-M 

ply certain quantities of wood, which has been paid: for at Ine 

ſuch rates as the commanding - officers thought reaſonable, Wo n 

but as for ſeveral reaſons this method is to be no longer hi 

t aken, ; & 153+ 40 Mc” a 


1 pub- 


re- I publiſhed advertiſements, defiring ſuch as had a mind to 
the contract, to ſend me propoſals. At Quebec, I found that 
nd I could buy wood from the country people, and get it 
brought to the pany ws at a lower rate than any of the 
ropoſers offered it at. I therefore ordered the barrack-ma- 

ſter for this year, to buy wood for the garriſon at the beſt 
markets and in the cheapeft ſeaſons. This experiment will 
enable me to contract, and people to undertake it next year 

are with knowledge of the ſubject. At Montreal I made a 
m- ¶ contract, by which wood will be brought to the barrack-yard 
and piled there at a cheaper rate than authority ever procur- 
edit. And though the whole wood wanted for the garriſon 

of Quebec was not bought, and ſo the coſt of a chord cannot 

hat MW be determined with abſolute preciſion; I am pretty certain 
ce that it will not exceed nor fall much ſhort under the Mon- 
treal price. I have thefore ſtated them at the ſame rate in 

of che eſtimate. | 

em At Nova Scotia the troops have never been in the prac- 
y :MWtice of furniſhing their own wood; the land near the water 
> 1n Mis all private property; the owners demand unreaſonable 
fts, ¶ ſums for leave to cut timber; it is difficult to have the wood 
me brought to the water, and when there formed into floats to 
for be conducted to Halifax, it is ſubject to be ſcattered by the 
violence of the waves. I find that liberal contracts have 

been given there for wood, and the expenditure has not un- 
dergone a ſevere examination. After ſeveral abuſes had 
deen corrected, the eſtimate ſent laſt year to the general from 
Nova Scotia, for fire wood to a regiment of foot and a com- 
pany of artillery, and oil to the guards, amounted nearly to 
four hundred pounds, whereas the expence for that garriſon, 
agreeable to this eſtimate, which gives candles to the troops, 
on- would be under a thouſand pounds. Several people have 
per offered to enter into contracts at much cheaper rates than 
ops Mad been formerly given, but I found that the barrack- 
ting Wnaſter would procure the wood at market or have it brought 
abi · from Lunenburg at lefs expence than any propoſer offered 
al-Wtat. I defired him to purchaſe wood where 1t could be had 


- of cheapeſt this year; next, I ſhall be able to contract with 


nowledge of the ſubject, | | 
up- The lords commiſſioners of the treaſury have honoured 
r at Wine with their commands, to give a preference in a contract 
ble, Ito major Gorham, who has laid propoſals before their lord- 
ger Wiips to ſupply wood at a cheaper rate than it has hitherto 
Peen contraQed for by goyernors and commanding offices, 
ub⸗ | 4 . _-The 
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The major ſhall fee what the expence of a chord amounts to, We 
and as he has lands inthe neighbourhood of ſome of the poſts, 
I hope he will find an intereſt in ſupplying wood at the rate 
the barrack-maſter gets it, though that be conſiderably 
lower'than his propoſals to the treaſury. The rate in the 
eſtimate including not only the expence of the wood on the 
quays but of carrying to and piling it in the barrack-yard, 
In Florida I find the troops were at- firſt ſupplied with 
wood at four dollars a chord, and afterwards at three dol- 
lars. I viſited that oountry, and from the fituation of the 
woods and rivers, I think wood might be got by the la: 
bour of the troops, with advantage to their healths, at pro- 
per ſeaſons of the year, at a dollar a chord; but the ſickneſi 
that has prevailed ſince the arrival of the preſent garriſons, Ne. 
or ſome other reaſons, have hitherto prevented the orders [ 
ſent by the general's commands to this purpoſe from being 
executed; and lately colonel Taylor, who acts there as 2 
brigadier, acquainted me, that he will get the price of wood 
reduced to a dollar, by employing or purchaſing negroes; 
the good effect of this will not be felt for a year, and there. 
fore have in the eſtimate ſtated the price of wood as charged 
in the laſt bills drawn on me by .colonel Taylor. 
Candles have hitherto been purchaſed by the barrack - Pe 
maſter and commanding officers from traders at the poſts at 
very exorbitant rates; care is now taken to have them In 
—— 1 and to be ſent to the different 
oſts at the cheapeſt rates, which including the riſque is ali 
ſtated in the eſtimate. | * ä 
From Newfoundland I have had no returns ſince my ap- t 
1 and the reſult of my enquiries is not very exad. 


that the governor gives an allowance for each fire-W F 
place, and draws upon the treaſury for the money; that the 
allowance is not extravagant, and as the intercourſe betweei Di 


this place and Newfoundland is rare, the general thinks if 
beſt to leave that place in the ſituation it has been for manyſurni! 
years, and by his commands I have not included it in thſſce: 
eſtimate. | ere 
The lords commiſſioners of his Majeſty's treaſury, havingÞccee 
laſt year diſapproved of an eftimate laid before their lord qe 
thips for firing for the general and ſtaff officers, the preqÞurrac 

ſent eſtimate gives no allowance to any of thoſe. 
It gives an allowance to engineers who are ftationed un, 
poſts only. And it ſuppoſes that all the reſt as well as thqFrVice 
troops ordered to be quartered in the inhabited countries 
a v 


19%, PDE B A F E S. 


05 4 | 

3. e, &c, agreeable to ac of Parliament, at the expence of 
0 he different provinees, and without any coft to the crown. 

1 : | | 

N Remarks on the eſtimate for an allawance to officers in lieu of 

" ; lodgings — ä 


By the laſt reports from Halifax it appears, that the habi- 
ible: officers rooms could not contain all the officers ſtati 
med there, without conſiderable repairs, which are ordered 
o be made; ſince that time notice is come, that another re- 
pment from England is to be quartered: in that place; there 
ue no rooms for the officers of the corps, or if the barracks 
te divided, as many officers of this regiment has, will want 


Ar Se. Auguſtine there are no barrack- rooms for afficers, 
jor at Montreal, Three Rivers and Quebec. 

General Gage has been pleafed to allow the officers. at the 
vo firſt poſts'as ſtated in the eſtimate, being agreeable to 
e allowances given to officers ſo circuwFanced in Ireland, 
nd to continue the allowance that has hitherto been made 
o the officers in Canada. It is hoped that this will be an 
xpence only for one year. That tome of the public build- 
gs at St. Auguſtine, Montreal and Quebec, will be turn- 
into officers? barracks ; and if it be thought neceſlary to 
ontinue ſo great a number of troops at. Halifax, that bar- 
acks will be repaired for officers; but. as this cannot ba 
one till next ſummer, this eſtimate will neceſſarily form 
irt of the expence of this year. 


Remarks on the E ſtimate for furniſping the Barracks, &c. | 


During the war, and for ſome time after the peace, there 
ere no barrack-mafters in America; bedling and other 
rniture were provided at the. requiſition. of commanding 
Wiicers ; they took care that the men under their command, 
ere well provided during their ſtay at the poſts. But the 
Wcceeding officers found every thing out of repair and made 
ew demands; and even after the appointment of ſome 
rrack-maſters, this abuſe was not much mended, Phe 
mmanding officer's: receipt that he had received certain 
ings wore, and hie certificate that others were unfit” for 
Wrvice, indemnified the barrack-maſter, there being no offi- 
er whoſe particular Þufineſs it was to make him — 

83 


tirty-thres, Companies are to be fupplied with quarters, 
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ble; the conſequence of this has been that a great and, fre- 
quent expence has h incurred, and by all e returns ſent 
to me ſince the timè of my appointment, it appears, tha 
there is very little furniture in the barracks in America fit 
for ſervice. al 
I flatter myſelf, that my inſpection will for the futur 0 
remedy this evil: but to do this effectually, I apprehend, 
it 18 neceſſary to compleat the barrack furniture, and to make 
a contract to have this kept up for twenty years: this u 
the practice in Ireland and in Scotland; in the end will be 
| cheaper and is the only method to render the expence Cer- 
\ tain, The prices in the eſtimate are ſtated at the lowe 
rate; the iron and wood-work can be had in America and 
the bedding from England. 


ms, Jhewing how the Expence mentioned in the foregoing h 
Eſtimate ariſes at the ſeveral Poſis. A 


Ut 


A regiment requires 59 rooms. la 

For 10 captains - IO rooms. 4 
For 17 ſubaltern? - 9 | Jen 
For 4 ſtaff-officers — — 2 —- 
For hoſpitals - WR ot 
For ꝗ companies 36 24 
59 bor 


The rooms of abſentees, it is ſuppoſed, will afford an ex ! 
vir yet room for each field officer preſent, one : for a bat- 4 
rack guard and one for a chaplain. | 


QUEBEC. ' 
At Quebec two regiments 118 rooms 
Royal Artillery. 
2 Captains - — 2 
I Lieutenant | 
1 Surgeon } 7 5 
Fo Matroſſes, &c. 4 
Staß r the Garriſon. 
Chaplain — 1 
Barrack-maſter I 
| Commiſſary of proviſions I 
Commiſſary of muſters <- I 
Surgeon _ — I 
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Chords of Pounds of 
_ 4 We 00d, Candles, 
ood for 130 rooms, at 251 chords per 
room a year 32822 
andles for 130 rooms at 26 pounds ditto 


ditto 80 
1 Main officer's room 28 3 | 
Ditto men's ditto 4.2 91 
Port St. John's ditto 28 91 
Port St. Louis ditto 28 91 
Cape Diamond 28 91 
Jeſuits College 28 Gr. 
Palace Gate 28 91 


| Total 34925 4017 
N. B. Wood on the repreſentation of the officers com- 
nanding in Canada is allowed to the guards to the 14th of 
lay, the weather continuing ſevere till that time. : 
A Canadian chord of wood piled in the barrack yard coſts 
icht livres; an Engliſh chord is 128 feet, a Canadian chord 
s only 96 ; a chord of the firſt is one third larger, and will 
oft 103 livres. 
34925 chords of wood, at 105 livres each 
bord, amounts to 372533 livres, which, at . s. d. 
irres to the dollar, is 62083 dollars at 4s. 


. ſterling each 1448 14 9 
4017 pounds of candles, at 1s, ſterling per | 
ound 220 © 
Aſſiſtant to the barrack maſter, at 1s. 6d. 
erling per day | 27 
A labourer to deliver out the wood, at 1s. 
to | 719-2. 


Bowls, platters, and ſpoons, not being fur- 
med to the men, they are allowed in lieu 
iereof 92d. ſterling per man a year; this to 
be non-commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers of 
be garriſon amounts to 296-23 
To ftraw for 480 beds, four times a year, : 
ich bed having three bundles at 15d. per bundle 
s. 6d. ſterling per bed a year = 

To brooms for 87 rooms fix times a year, 
bd. ſterling per broom, is 38. per room a year 31 IT Q 


Carried over 1801 7 f | 


36 0 0 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776, 


Brought over C. 1817 7 5 
Two ſweeping 87 chimnies ten times a year 
at 4d. ſterling each time, is 38. 4d. per chim- 


ney a year 14 10 


f —— —Iæ——x—' 


Sterling L. 1831 17 


N. B. All officers are allowed wood and candles, but ther 


being no rooms in the barracks for officers; no charge is mat 


1 a 
in theſe laſt articles for officers rooms. 


| No. of 

THREE RIVERS. Rooms, 
3 companies and 5 matroſſes, &c. 20 
Barrack maſter I 
21 


Chords Pound: 
of wond. Candle, 
Wood for 21 rooms at 251 chords per room 


a year 5304 
Candles for 21 rooms at 26 pounds ditto ditto 546 
One guard room | 91 


Total $558: 637 


S ,s chords of wood, at 10; livres per chord Sterling. 
is 59542 livres, at fix livres to the dollar, is . s. 
9925 dollars at 4s. 8d. ſterling each 232 11 {5 
637 pounds of candles, at 18. ſterling per lb. 31 17 0 

Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at 94d. 


ſterling each „ 
To ſtraw for 84 beds, at 1s. 6d. ſterling per 

bed a year 6 6:4 
To brooms for 15 rooms at 3s, ſterling per 

room a year „ 
To ſweeping 15 chimnies, at 48. 3d. ſterling 

per chimney a year EOS $20 | 


Sterling, L£ 280 16 10 


MoNTREAL and CHAMBLY. 


| | No. of 

Royal Artillery. Rooms, 
A regiment and two companies 72 
One captain I 


Carried over 73 


G1 


10 


A. 1776. DEBATES 


Brought over 73 Rooms, 
One 1 


One Conductor « 

29 Matroſſes, Be 

Four artificers 3 

Staff of the Garriſon, 

Town major T 

Barrack maſter I 

Chaplain I 

Commiſſary of proviſions F< 

Ditto at Chambly I 

Provoſt marſhal I 
83 

Chords of Pounds of 


| Wood. Candles. 
Wood for 83 rooms, at 254 chords 


per room a year 20957 
Candles for 83 rooms, at 20lb. ditto 

ditto 2158 
Main officer's room 28 91 
Ditto men's ditto 42 bo 
Guards Six town guards 168 546 
Officers room e 28 91 
Men's ditto ß ee 28 91 


——— — 


Total 23891 3068 


23892 chords of wood, at 105 livres each 


chord, amounts to 254907 livres, which at Sterling. 

fix livres to the dollar is 42483 dollars, at 48. 4 

8. ſterling per dollar is : g9t 6 12 
3068 pounds of candles, at 1s. per Ib. is 154; © © 


A labourer to deliver out the wood at 18. 


ſterling per day > 18 5 © 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils at 92d. 


ſterling each => 23-19 9 
To ftraw for 300 beds, at 1s. 6d. ſterling 

per bed a year | wo 22 10 0 
To brooms for 60 rooms, at 3s. per room 

a year | 9 o 
To ſweeping 60 chimnies at 38. 4d. per 

chimney a year 10 


Sterling J. 1228 8 10 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776. 


| No. of 
OswEGYTCHIE, Rooms. 
A company 6 
1 Ke. Royal Artillery 3 
Barrack maſter I 
Commiſſary of proviſion 1 
| vt 


Chords Pdunds of 
of wood, Candles, 
Wood for 91 rooms, at 25% chords per 


room a year 2395 
Candles for 9 rooms, at 26 pounds ditto 

ditto 247 
One guard- room 28 91 


— — — —— —— — 


Total 2677 338 


. & 4. 
2677 chords of wood, at 38. ſterling per chord 40 3 
338 pounds of candles, at 18. 2d. ſterling per lb. 19 14 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils at 93d. 
ſterling each 9 
To ſtraw for 30 beds, at 1s. 6d. per bed a year 
To brooms for 11 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 
To ſweeping 11 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chimney 
a year EF 16. 8 
To tix officers, at 17s, 6d. each per year in lieu. 
of bedding 58-0 


my 

— 

UW wn 

8 . =a 


173 5 1 


No. of 
NIAGARAs Rooms, 
3 Companies - 20 
I Captain 
2 Artitcer] Royal Artillery 2 
Conductor OL 
. Barrack maſter , =P 
Commiſſary of proviſions I 
Indian commiſſary and interpreters 1 


— 


6. BA. 1776, nnn 1 
Chords Pounds of 


| of wood, Candles. 
ood for 27 rooms at 17 chords per room | 


a year 472 f 
Candles for 27 rooms, at 26 1b. ditto ditto 702 
Othcer's guard room 174 91 
Men's ditto 1 9; 91 


Total 5075 884 


Sterling. 2 © 

$075 chords of wood, at 3s. ſterling per chord 76 1 6 
$84 pounds of candles, at 1s. 1d. per pound 47 17 -Y 
Allewance to the ſoldiers for utenfils, at 91d. each 7 o 12 
To ſtraw: for 96 beds, at 1s. 6d. per bed a year 7 4 © 

o brooms for 29 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 4 7 0 
To ſweeping 29 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chimney 

2 year 4 16 8 
o a labourer to deliver out the wood, at 6d. ſter- 
ling a day 9:4 a 
To 14 officers, at 178. 6d. cach, in lieu of bed- 
ding 12 £4 


[I | 


Sterling L. 168 14 5 


| No. of 
DETROIT. Rooms. 

3 Companies 20 

8 1 Lieutenant | 

13 Matroſſes, Ke. | Royal artillery 

0 Conductor 

— Engineer 

Barrack maſter 

Commiſſary of proviſions F' 

Indian commullary and interpreters 


21 


' Chords Pounds of 
| of wood, Candles. 
Vood for 27 rooms, at 171 chords per room 


Neo = wa = 


1 
1 
O 
1 
1 
Iz 


bo 


a year 4722 
Candles for 25 rooms, at 26 1b. ditto ditto 702 
Officer's guard-room | 173 91 
Men's ditto 178 91 


—— — — 


Total $5075 884 


93 


/ 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776 
h Sterling, 1 
507; chords of wood, at 4s. 8d. ſterling per SER 
chord 118 6 9 
884 pounds of candles, at 1s. 4d. ſterling per 
pound 58 18 8 
Allowances to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at 92d. 
each „ 
A labourer to deliver out the wood, at 6d. ſter- 
ling a day 2 $ 
To ſtraw for go beds, at 18. 6d. per bed a year 6 15 o 
To brooms for 29 rooms, at 3s. per room a 
year "3-2 
To ſweeping 29 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chim- 
ney a year | 4 16 8 
To 15 officers, at 17s. 6d. each per year, in 
lieu of bedding ä 
Sterling L. 222 2 10 
| No. of. 
M1cHilLLIMAKINAC, Rooms. 
A commandant by appointment 2 


2 companies and 5 matroſſes, &c. 13 
Commiſſary of proviſions I 
Indian commiſſary and interpreters 1 


I 


172 
Chords nd; 1 
of wood, Candles. I! 4 


Wood for 17 rooms, at 17 chords per 98 
room a year 3064 115 
Candles for 172 rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto 455 Bl & 

One guard room = yo: Mo; 
— 

Total 323% 546 foi 

Sterling. No 

32311 chords of wood, at 4s. 8d. ſterling per {. 5. 51 
chord 1 75 10 ne 


546 pounds of candles, at 18. 6d. ſterling per lb. 40 19 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at qd. 2 each 4 6 
To ftraw for 54 beds, at 18. 6d. per bed a year 4 1 
To brooms for 19 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 2 17 
To ſweeping 19 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chimney 

a year 983 


Sen 


= 


Carried over 130 16 


— 


A. 1776. DOS EF BB ATE KL 


76 Brought over . 130 16 72 
To a perſon to act for the barrack maſter who is 
5 at Detroit, at 1s. ſterling per day 18 6 
Aro officers, at 178. 6d. each per year in lieu 
of bedding 7 17-6 
8 Sterling J. 156 19 12 
) No. of 
FokT ONTARIA. Rooms. 
14 company IO 
1 Lieutenant 1 
11 matroſſes, &c. 1 artificer | Roy. artillery 1 
Conductor 14 
Commutlary of proviſions . 1 . 
Indian commiſſary and interpreters 12 
Barrack maſter I 
16 


Chords Pounds of 
of wood, Candles. 
ood for 16 rooms, at 174 chords per room 
a year 280 
andles ſor 16 rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto 416 
Dfhcer's guard-room 1717 91 
len's ditto 175 _ 92 


Total 3147 598 


Sterling. , > 
14: chords of wood, at 3s. 6d. ſterling per chord 55 1 4 
5 pounds of candles, at 18. ſterling per Ib. 29 18 © 
\llowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at 9.d. 

ſterling each 31 9 
o a labourer to deliver out the wood, at 6d. a 

day 9 $6 
o ſtraw for 48 beds, at 18. 6d. per bed a year 3 12 © 
o brooms for 18 rooms at 38. per room a year 2 14 O 
Jo weeping 18 chimnies, at 38. 4d. pos chim- 

ney a year 3 
o 9 officers, at 178. 6d. each per year, in lieu 

of bedding 7 17 6 


—— — — nn 


Sterling 1. 114 16 7 
3 Fokr 


95 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1776, 


No. of 
FoRT STANWIX. Rooms, 
Half a company and 4 matroſſes 4 


Chords Pounds of 
| of wood, Candles, 
Wood for 4 rooms, at 175 chords per room 


a year 70 
Candles for 4 rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto 104 
One guard room 1714 91 


Total 8717 195 


Sterling. L. 5. d. 
875 chords of wood, at 3s. ſterling per chord wn 23.0 
195 pounds of candles, at 1s. ſterling per pound 9 15 o 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at zd. 
ſterling each 4-3 
To a perſon to act for the barrack maſter, who is 
at Fort Ontario, at 6d. a day 
To ſtraw for 18 beds, at 18. 6d. per bed a year 
To brooms for 5 rooms, at 3s. per room per year 
To ſweeping 5 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per year 
To 1 cer. in heu of bedding per year 


OOO mo 
x OM SI Db 
OO oO ww 


I 
I 
I 


Sterling L. 36 19 5 


: No. of 
FoRT GEORGE, Rooms, 
Half a company and 3 matroſſes, &c. 4 
Conductor OE 
Barrack-maſter | I 
LE 


Chords Pounds «f 
of wood, Candles, 
Wood for 5; rooms, at 175 chords per room | 


a year 964 
Candles for 52 rooms, at 36lb, ditto ditto 143 
Oae guard room 9 


— ac — — 


Total 113% 234 


Sterling, 


O 


OSO 0 ww 


ing. 


4. 2776. DEBATES. 


1137; chords of wood, at 3s. ſterling per chord 
234 pounds of candles, at 18. ſterling per lb. 11 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at 92d. each 1 
To ftraw for 18 beds, at 1s. 6d. per beda year 1 
I 
I 


> 8 0 
J 


317 
1 


w 


To brooms for 7 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 
To ſweeping 7 chimnies, at 38. 4d: each per year 
To 3 officers, at 17s. 6d. each per year in lieu 
of bedding „ 


Son 
5 — 


1 


ON 
e 


Sterling J. 36 1 
2 | No. f 
CROWN PoiNT and TiCONDEROGA, Rooms. 
2 companies 2 13 
1 Lieutenant 1 
16 matroſſes, &c. 2 artificers Roy. artillery 5 


Conductor 1 
Commiſſary I 
Barrack maſter Fo "Y 
Commaillary of proviſions 1 


19 


Chords Pounds of ; 


| | 3 of wood: Candles. 
Woad for 19 rooms, at 17 chords per room 3 


a year | 3324 
Candles for 19 rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto 494 
Officer's guard-room ; — 91 
Men's ditto 171 91 

0 a 


Total 3673 676 
i 5 Sterling. £ > d. 
3613 chords of wood, at 3s. ſterling per chord 55 1 6 
0 


676 pounds of candles, at 18. ſterling per lb: 33 16 -4 


Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at 91d. 
| ſterling each 7 EM . „ 
To a labourer to deliver out the wood, at 6d. a | 

(ay | | | 9 2 
To ſtraw for 63 beds, at 18. öd. per bed a year 4 14 
To brooms for 11 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 1 1g 
To ſweeping 11 chimnies, at gs. 4d. per chim- 

ney a year 1 16 


© OMG w 


—ͤů 3— —— 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776 


Brought over J. 111 © 9g 
To 11 officers, at 178. 6d. each per year, in lieu 


of bedding 9 12 611 
os Sterling L. 120 13 3 1 
HALIFAX. | „„ 
No. 
A regiment and five companies "592 
Two Lieutenants 1 14 
Surgeon OL 
2 Matrodles, &c. Royal artillery. 14 
ao of 
Ordnance ſtore-keeper « I 
Engineer I 
Commiſſary of muſters | I 
Barrack maſter I 
George's Iſland I 
1822 
Chords of Pounds 
Wood. Candls, 
Wood * 1024 rooms, at 10 chords per 
room a year 179 
ndles for 1024 rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto 2665 Www 
Officer's main guard room 17” "ok 
Men's ditto | 26 9r 0 
Five town guards 867 455 
Total 19231 3302 On 
| | x | Sterling. 
19231 chords of wood, at 11s. ſterling per . 5s. 6 
chord 1 


3302 pounds of candles, at gd. ſterling per lb. 123 16 59244 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils at 92d. C 


ſterling each 30 2 29 
Aſſiſtant to the barrack maſter, at 18. 6d. 7 W. 
ſterling per day 27 7 6 1 
A labourer to deliver out the wood AT I's. | To 
fterling per day | 18 5 0 15 


Carried over 1257 12 J. 


A. 1776. Dr 99 


76 41 
9 WIE TE Brought over '1257 12 $4 
To ſtraw for 381 beds, at 18. 6d, fterling 
b per bed a year + Fo 26 11 6 
To brooms for 83 rooms, at 3s. per room 
3 a year 12 9 © 
To ſweeping 83 chimnies at 38. 4d. per 
chimney a year 130 
To 18 officers, at 178. 6d. each per year, in 
lieu of bedding 1 
9 Sterling J. 1328 4 104 
. | , 
ANNAPOLIs RoYaAL. No. of 
X Rooms. 
1 company and 5 matroſſes, &c. 7 
1 Lieutenant, Royal Artillery I 
Chaplain | I 
_ Surgeon 1 
Commiſſary of proviſions 1 
Commiſſary of muſters I 
Barrack maſter general I 
*3 


Chords Pounds of 
| of wood, Candles. 
Wood for 13 rooms, at 17+ chords 


per room a year 2275 
Candles for 13 rooms, at 26lb. ditto 
ditto | 338 


— —z ——q noone 


One guard room 173 91 
; Total 2445 429 


2445 chords of wood, at 118. ſterling per . 8. 4 
chord 1 134 13 2 
429 pounds of candles, at 10d. ſterling per ä 
pound | | 17 1 
(Allowances to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at ad. 
each | 2 1 


To ſtraw for 30 beds, at 18. 6d. per bed a year 2 5 0 
To brooms for 14 rooms, at 3s. per room a 
year 22 


0 


= 


O2 Carried over 159 2 9x 


de 


To ſweeping 14 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chim- 
ney a year E | | 


PARLIAMENTARY A; ½6 . 
Brought over {.159 2 91 


s 6 8 
717 6 
Sterling (. 169 6 11 


To 9 officers, at 178, 6d. each per year in lieu 
of bedding : 


Fokr FREDERICK. No. of 
| Rooms, 
company and 3 matroſſes, &c, 6T + Vo. 
Store-keeper acting as barrack maſter 1 a 
| ED m 
* One 
Chords Pounds v 


| wood. Candle, 
Wood for 7 rooms at 173 chords per room 


a year —_ 02 
Candles for 7+ rooms at 26 pounds ditto ditto 195 85. 
One guard room : J 177 -- 2 | - 

=. 55 Total 1487; 286 Wo: 


1487. chords of wood, at 11s. ſterling per AX s. Mo 
chord « - * Br. 14 e091 
286 pounds of candles, at 10d. fterling per lb. 11 18 4 © 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at gid. | 
ſterling each $4 
To ſtraw for 27 beds, at 1s. 6d. fterling per 
bed a year i 1 0 4 
To brooms for nine roonis at 38. ſterling per 
room a year | S974 
To ſweeping nine chimnies, at 3s. 4d. ſterling 
Per chimney a year 8 x 10 
To three officers, at 178. 6d. each, in lieu of | 
bedding | 2 12 6 
To a perſon acting as barrack maſter at 1s. 


ſterling per day 1 


— —-— 


Sterling. C 121 11 


Fox 


of 
. 


ö 
| 
) 


+ fs > 


JR 


, 1996, ETA TE 


5 No. of ; 
- FokT CUMBERLAND. Rooms, 
2 Companies e 
Store-keeper acting as barrack maſ- 
ter N 1 
s 
14. 


Cbords Pounds of 
of wood, Candles. 
Nood for 14 rooms, at 175 chords per room | | 


a year 245 


andles for 4 rooms, at 26lb, ditto ditto 
Une guard room | 174 


— . ͤ — 


Total 2023 


621 chords of wood, at 128. ſterling per chord 15 
55 pounds of candles, at 10d. per pound 138 19 
\llowance to the ſoldiers for utenfils, at gad. 


ſterling each 


To ftraw for 54 beds, at 18. 6d, per bed a year 
o brooms for 15 rooms, at 3s. per room per year 2 5 
ſo ſweeping 15 chimnies, at 38. 4d. per year 

To b officers, at 178. 6d, each, in lieu of bedding 
o a perſon acting as barrack maſter 


. * S. 


7 8 
4 6 
& 1 


2 10 


a 


364 
91 


455 


[00 090 0w 8 0% 


Sterling £, 212 19 


LovisBoURG, No. of 


| Four companies and 4 matroſſes, &c. . 27 | | 


Staff” of the Garriſon, 


Barrack-maſter 

Chaplain 
urgeon 

Town adjutant 


' 
I 
I 
| - 3 
Commiſſary of ſtores 3 


. 


Chaldrons, 


Ld 


7 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 2 


Chaldrons. Buſhels. Chords Pound: 
3 BM of wood. Candle, 


CIS 
Og 


Coals for 32 rooms, at 75. 


per chaldron. 

13 buſhels per-room, a year 235 20 5 
Wood for 32 rooms, at 35 | 

chords per room a year 1017 | 

Candles for 32 rooms, at To 

26lb. ditto ditto hn © 

Two officers' guard rooms 18 2 1 0 

Two men's ditto 12328 24 187 a 

— — — 0 

Total 272 32 1013 1196 : 


5 | © + 
272 chaldrons 32 buſhels coals, at 158. ſterling 


per chaldron 204 13 
1013 chords of wood, at 128. ſterling per chord 60 18 0 
1196 pounds of candles, at gd. per pound 44 17 4 


Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at 94d. each 8 7 10 

To ſtraw for 108 beds, at 18. 6d. per bed a year 8 2 « 

To brooms for 36 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 5 8 0 

To ſweeping 36 chimnies, at 38. 4d. per chimney 
a year ä | 

'To : 7 officers, at 178. 6d. each, in lieu of bed- 
ding 47 

e alli lant to the barrack maſter, at 18. per day 18 5 


© 0 


Sterling L. 371 6 | 


St. Joun's IsLAND, No. of 
i FT, | | Rooms. 622 
2 Companies 13 *p 
Commiſſary of provifiens 5 10 N 
1 14 ſer! 


Chords Pounds) 
| | of wood, Candles 
Wood for 14 rooms, at 251 chords per 


room a year 353z 31 
Candles for 14 rooms, at 26 pounds ditto ding 
ditto . 364 Pa 
One guard- room 28 91 s. p 


— — —ů—m——ͤ— 


Total 3815 455 
Sterlin 


1776. r 


8 „ 
7 3814 chords of wood, at 4s. 8d. ſterling per 
chord . 89 0 4 
155 pounds of candles, at gd. ſterling per Ib. 17 1 
lowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils at 94d. 
ſterling each 4 2 4 
To ſtraw for 54 beds, at 18. 6d. per bed a year 4 1 © 
Vo brooms for 15 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 2 5 0 
"I o ſweeping 15 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chimney 
81a year 2 16: 
o 7 officers, at 17s. 6d. each, in lieu of bedding 6 2 6 
oa perſon acting as barrack maſter, at 1s. per 
p day 18 £0 
Sterling „ Tu 
: MoBILE. No. / | 
0 | ; Rooms. 
10 A regiment 59 


ood for 59 rooms, at 95 chords per room 


a year 575 


Czord Pounds of 
of wood, Candles. 


andles for 59 rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto 1534. | 
ficer's guard room . 
len's ditto 5 x3 

| Total 59615 1716 


| „„ 
612 chords of wood, at 148. ſterling per chord 45 18 
16 pounds of candles, at 11d. ſterling per lb. 78 13 © 
Ilowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at 94d. : 
ſterling each 18 11 32 
ſtraw for 228 beds, at 18. 6d. per bed a year 17 2 © 
ds o brooms for 61 rooms, at 38. per room a year 9 3 0 
d ſweeping 61 chimneys, at 3s. 4d. each per 8 
7" C.. _ 
31 officers, at 178. 6d, each, in lieu of bed- ne 
ding Wo 
54 Pa perſon acting for the barrack maſter, alt 
91 W's. per day | 1 £2 
65 Sterling, {. $96 15 5þ 
erin PEzN- 


103 | 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 151. 


No. of 
PENSACOLA. Rooms. 
A regiment, excepting the garri- 
ſon of Apalachie 52 
3 Lieutenants | 2 
35 Matroſſes, &c. | Royal artillery 
5 Artificers | 3 
Fort-major I 
Barrack maſter I 
Engineer \ 1 
Commiſſary of proviſions - * 
Commiſſary of muſters 1 0 
A ſurgeon and 6 mates 4 0 
66 
Chords Ponnd 
| | of wood, Candi 
Wood for 66 rooms, at 93 chords per room 86 
a year | 6435 | 
Candles for 66 rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto - - 17108? 
Officer's guard-room | 3 Al 
Men's ditto , I 
Guard on Roſe Iſland 8 : .- 
Ditto at Campbell town 8 Z 
2 e 
Total 682% 20 10 
To 
8 0 


682 chords of wood, at 148. ſterling per chord 477 12 
2080 pounds of candles, at 10d. ſterling per lb. 86 13 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at ad. 
ſterling each _ 17 12 
To ftraw for 216 beds, at 1s. 6d. per bed a year 16 4 
To brooms for 70 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 10 10 
To ſweeping 70 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. each per year 11 3 
To 40 officers, . at 178. 6d. each, in lieu of bed- 
ding | 5 3s 0 
To aſſiſtant to the barrack maſter, at 1s. a day 18 5 


Sterling. £ . 673 o 


APA 


1 A. 1776. SW. AF E 8. 


* No. of” 
APALACHIE, Rooms. 
I Captain, 2 ſubalterns, 2 ſerjeants, 
2 drummers, 60 rank and file 7 
Acting barrack maſter T 
8 


Chords Pounds of 
of wood. Candles. 
Wood for 8 rooms, at 93 chords per room 


a year 78 
Candles for 8 rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto = + 208 
One guard room 84 \ Zan 


Total 864 299 


= : {= iv 
863 chords of wood, at 4s. 8d. ſterling per 


F 


chord 20 4 


I 
299 pounds of candles, at 10d, per pound 12. 9 A 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at d. 

each 5 2 10 8 
To ſtraw for 30 beds, at 1s. 6d. per bed a year 2 5 © 
To brooms for ꝙ rooms, at 3s. per room per year 1 7 Oo 
To ſweeping 9 chimnies, at 2 4d. each per year 1 10 O 
To 3 officers, at 178. 6d. each, in lieu of bedding 2 12 6 
To a perſon acting as barrack maſter, at 18. per 


day 18 3 
Sterling J. 61 3 3 
ä No. of 
2 ST. AUGUSTINE. . Rooms, 
5 7 Companies TE 46 
8 1 Captain 1 
3 Lieutenant | OL 
48 Matroſſes, &c. 4 
0 ' Chaplann 1 
5 Commiſſary of proviſions i 
Engineer | : 
8 Barrack maſter * 
A ſurgeon and 2 mates 2 


Vol. VI. P Chords 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1516 © 


Chords Pounds g. 
of wood, Candi 


Wood for 57 rooms, at 93 chords per room x 
a year | 5605 
Candles for 57% rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto 1405 lr. 
1 OY | At the Fort & vr, 
en's ditto 73 91 r. 
Main officer's room 91 
Ditto men's ditto 1 01 Tc 
Barrier 33 N 
; 1 
Picalata Z 91 
Melanzes 3 
Moſa | — 
Total 638“ 2223 


„ 
638 chords of wood, at 7s. ſterling per chord 223 
2223 pounds of candles, at gd. ſterling per lb. 83 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at 941d. 
ſterling each 16 
To ſtraw for 204 beds, at 1s. 6d. per bed a year 15 
To brooms for 42 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 6 
To ſweeping 42 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. each per year 7 
To affiſtant to the barrack maſter, at 1s. a day 1 


ch O G&G 2 


Sterling. J. 369 18 2 


ForxT CHARTRES. No. 
Rooms. 
A regiment, 5 matroſſes, &c. 59 
Engineer 1 
Barrack maſter 1 
Commiſſary of proviſions I 
62 


Chords Pounds i 
of wood. Candles. 
Wood for 62 rooms, at 135 chords per room 
a year - | 8444 
Candles for 62 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 
Officer's guard-room | 13 
Men's ditto 194 


A. 1776. r 


1 


1794 pounds of candles, at 18. ſterling per lb. 89 14 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for utenfils, at 92d. 


ſterling each | 5 
ro ſtraw for 228 beds, at 18. 6d. per bed a year 17 2 © 
ro brooms for 64 rooms, at 38. per room a year 9 12 © 
ro ſweeping 64 chimnies, at 38. 4d. per chim- 

I 

ney a year 10 1-4 
ro 34 officers, at 178. 6d. each, per year 29 15 O 
- To aſſiſtant to the barrack maſter at 1s. per day 18 5 © 
b Sterling J. 398 10 5 

ForT Prrr. No. 
23 | Rooms. 
i 2 companies 1 
1 Lieutenant 3 
i 19 Matroſſes, &c. 7 artificers "Y 
Conductor OZ 
1 Barrack maſter OS I 
0 Commiſſary of proviſions I 
0 Indian commiſſary and interpreters 12 
0 es 
. 20 


GC | of wood, Candles. 
ood for 20 rooms, at 17 chords per room 

a year 350 

andles for 20 rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto - as 
Officersꝰ guard room 177 91 
en's ditto 174 91 


Total 3847 702 
7s 0 


| | £,:% 6 

p 847 chords of wood, at 38. 6d. ſterling per 

chord 67 6 4 

02 pounds of candles, at 18. 6d. ſterling per lb. 52 13 © 

6110 9wance to the ſoldiers for utenſils, at 92d. 
each wy | | S 2 

o ſtraw for 44 beds, at 1s. 6d. per bed a year 3 6 

01 

lo brooms for 22 rooms, at 38. per room a year 3 6 


d. 
877% chords of wood, at 48. 8d. ſterling per chord 204 13 10 
O 


Chords Pounds of 


194 


"har Carried over 1 31 1 3 
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Brought over 2 131 14 3 

To ſweeping 22 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chim- C 
ney a ear 313 4b 
To 1 officers, at 178. 6d. each per year in lieu | 
of bedding 9 i2 6WWT 
To a labourer to deliver out the wood at 6d. 2 | 
a day | 9. 2 . 
Sterling J. 154 2 7 r. 


FoxT CHARLOT TE. No. N 
Rooms. Tc 
1 Serjeant and 17 rank and file 2 


. 


Chords Pounds of L. 5. 

f ef wood, Candles, 

Wood for 2 rooms, at 133 5 
chords per room a year, 
at 4s. 8d. fterling per 


chord 272 6 + in: 
Candles for 2 rooms, at 26lb, 
ditto - at 10d, ſterling 
er poun | 2 2 4 
12 to the ſoldiers tor | : a 
utenſils, at 92d. ſterling each © 14 Wo 
To ſtraw for 9 beds, at 1s. 6d. c| 
per bed a year : O 13 Ol 4 
To brooms for 2 rooms at 38. 
per room a year | o 6 of rc 
To ſweeping. 2 chimnies, at "a pe 
38. 4d. per chimney a year o 6 Allo 
ut 


Sterling "2% 10 10 tl To 1 


ForT PRrINet GEORGE, No. of pe 
Rooms. To 

I Enſign 1 38 

1 Serjeant, drummer and 22 rank and 2 To 

3 BB 

dil 


Cherds of Pounds of V. 
8 Wood, Candles. 
Wood for 3 rooms, at che ö 
above- mentioned allowance 
and price | 407 9.10 


Carried over 9 10 3 


7. . 2776. rr 


| Brought over Y. 9 ro 
Candles for ditto ditto £ 781b. 4 - 5 4 
4 Allowance to the ſoldiers for | 
utenſils, at 92d. each ; o 19 0 
6 MTo ſtraw for 12 beds, at 1s. 6d. | 
per beda year o 18 © 
Fro brooms for 3 rooms, at 38. | 
—i per room a year _ 
= It —_ 3 chimnies, at 
38. 4d, each per year 8 o 10 © 
To 1 officer, in lieu of bed- | 
ding o 17 6 
b. Sterling. £. 16 9 4 
ForxT AvcusTA. No. of 
Rooms 
1 Lieutenant I 
i 2 Serjeant, 1 drummer, and 30 rank and file 3 
| 5 
4 Chords Pounds of C. 5. d. 
of wood, Candles, 
z Wood for 4 rooms, at 131 
chords per room a year, at . 
vil 4s. 8d. per chord 542 12-144 
andles for ditto, at 26lb. per 
room a year, at 10d. ſterling 
per pound 104 4 ON 
IM Allowance to the ſoldiers for 
utenſils, at 94d. fterling each 1 $4 
11 ro ſtraw for 16 beds, at 1s. 6d. | 
per bed a year 1 4 © 
To brooms for 4 rooms, at 
38. per room a year | 0 12S: 
To ſweeping 4 chimneys, a? 
s. 4d. each per year | 0-12» 
To 1 officer, In Ken of bed 5 
ding | 0178 
| _— Sterling L. 21 13 2 
FoxT FREDERICK, No. of 
1 Rooms. 
1 Corporal and 9 private * 


Chords 


tog 


—— — — 
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Chords Pounds of . 5. 1 
of wood, Candles. 
Wood for 1 room, at the above | 
allowance and price 132 2 
Candles for ditto ditto 26 5 
Allowance to the ſoldiers for 
utenſils, at gd. each 
To ſtraw for 5 beds, at 1s. 6d. 
per bed a year 7 
To brooms for 1 room, a year 0 
To ſweeping 1 chimney a year © 
5 


Sterling L. 


O 


Detail of the expence of an allowance to officers, in lieu of lodging 
in garriſons wherg there are no officers? barracks, 


A. QuEBEc, 
| Quebec currency. Sterling, 
4 Field officers, at 20l. each 8 0 o | 
14 Captains, at 121. each 168 © © 
4 Subalterns, at gl. each 306 © oO 
8 Staff officers. at ditto 72 6 © 0 
2 Captains 24 0:0 0 
1 Lieutenant 9 0 -© 0 
1 Surgeon 9 © e. 
Chaplain 2 0.0 
Barrack maſter EL. 
Commiſſary of proviſions 12: 8-6 
Commiſſary of muſters 22 05G 
Surgeon 12 8 8 
725 0 © 
THREE RIVERS. 
3 Captains, at 121. each $6. 0 8 
; Subalterns, at gl. each $4. 0-0 oy 
Barrack maſter 12 0 8 3 
* 
2 79 v1 


Carried over 645 11 1 10 4 


" A. 1776. "Dr A'TEMR | 111 


, MonTREAL. 
Quebec currency. Sterling. 
” ar Brought over 645 11 1 
o Ml 2 Field officers, at 20l. each 40 © © 
9 Captains, at 121. each 108 0 © 
1: Subalterns, at gl. each 198 © © 
8 Staff officers, at gl. each 72". 0-0 
0 ; Royal Artillery. 
ol 1 Captain 12 & © 
4 7 Lieutenant 9 Oo © 
Conductor oO o 
o Staff of the garriſon, as captains, 
Town major 1 &--9 
Barrack maſter „ S 
Chaplain 12 0&0 © 
Commiſſary of proviſions 12-0 0 
Provoſt marſhal 122 0-0 
508 ©. © : 205 © 3 
HALIFAX. 
| Sterling. 
o the field officer commanding 30 o 0 
o 3 field officers, at 20l. each 60 © © 
07 captains, at 5s. week, 13. 
each | 910 © 
0.17 ſubalterns, at 3s. 6d. a week 
gl. 2s. each I54 14 O 
o 4 ſtaff officers, at ditto, ditto 36 8 0 
Staff of the garriſon, as captains. 
Ordnance ſtorekeeper 13 & 0 
Engineer 13 0-6 
onmiſſary of muſters 11 8 
Barrack maſter 13 0 8 
- 424 2 @ 
ST. AUGUSTINE. 
0a field officer commanding 30-00 
0 7 captains, at 5s. per week, 
131, each | - ge 0-6 
- o 14 ſubalterns, at 3s. 6d, each 
per week, ql. 28. | 229 6 
12 4 ſtaff officers, ditto, ditto 36 8 0 


— 


ON _ 


Carried over 284 16 © 1464 15 * 
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Sterling. Sterling, 
| Brought over 284 16 © 14064 15 
Royal Artillery. 


; To 1 captain 13 © © 
To i heutenant 9 2 0 
Staff of the garriſon. 

Chaplain 13 oO oO 
Commiſſary of proviſions 13 O d 

Engineer ii 

Barrack maſter 13 0 
Surgeon 13 © \ 
2 Mates, at gl. 2s. each 18 6 © 


: . 5 
| Sterling, L. 1854 17 


Signed, JAMEs ROBERTSON, 
Barrack maſter general. 
War-office, A true copy. ; 
BARRINGTON, - 


Eſtimate of expences attending two troops of rangers eli 0 

* bliſhed for the ſecurity and protection of the province © 
Georgia, and paid by bills drawn from time to time 

the deputy pay-maſter general by the governor of f 

. province, the amount of which are charged by warrant 
the extraordinary expences of his Majeſty's forces in No 
America, the ſaid troops having been kept up in pur 

ance of orders from home, till his Majeſty's pleaſure MC 


be further ſignified. | Wo 

| Sterling. N e 

Firſt troop, Captain John Milledges, at an . 5. Nati 

average per annum b 2218 o out 

| Second troop, Captain James Edward Pow- oft 
| ell's, at ditto ditto 2642 3 

| 10 

4860 3 ent 

Difference between the neat bills drawn on off 

the deputy paymaſter general agreeable to _ 

the muſter rolls, and the money which 1s Aoffi 


obliged to be paid to him at the current 
rate of exchange, calculating it at C. 180 


x 99s.  DEVAT AE $ 


Brought over {. 4860 3 © 
New-York currency, for each C. 100 ſter- 
ling, amounts to 243 © 23 


— —— 


Total expence againſt the crown per annum 
at an average 5103 3 2 
N. B. A difference may ariſe from the — fluQtua- 
ting, as likewiſe from deaths, deſertions, &c. in ſaid 
troops. 
Made out agreeable to the expence attending the ſame laſt 
ear. | 
Van Orrics. | BARRINGTON. 


> | 


eſtimate of the expences incurred in one year, for carry- 
ing on his Majſty's ſervice in North America, in the de- 
partment of the commiſſary 8 of ſtores and provi- 
ſions, commencing the 25th of Dec. 1765. and ending the 
24th of Dec. 1766. 


At NEw VOR. Sterling, 

| fo $, d. L. 4. d. 
or an aſſiſtant comptroller of 5 | 
accounts and ſtoppages, at 
58. 6d. per day 100 7 


me \ a 6 
}f erk in the office, at 4s. 8d. 
| per day 55 3 4 
aſpector of proviſions, at 4s. 
per day | 73 0 © 
re Mooper, at 3s. per day $$ 14- © 
Vo labourers, at 2s. per day, | 
ing. each | #3- © 0% 
;, Mitionary for the offices and 
o out poſts 37 6 
oſtage of letters, and packets 
z of vouchers, from the out 
poſts, &c. 85 1 & © 
3 Eet of ſtore houſes, cellar and 
office 150 © 0 
rewood and candles for the | 
office | -- 20 0 
artage of proviſions, &c,, IO © © 
ommiſſary general's houſe rent co 0 © 
ant comptroller's ditto  3o © 0 


Carried over — 609 12 6 
Vor. VI. Q Brought 
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As 1716 
_—" 3 5 F 5. d. L. 8 -< 
: Brought over 699 12 6 
iy RES ALBANY. 
For one deputy commiſſary, at | 
WF Lon | "OP 91 $ pA 
ne cooper, at 35. per da 541 
f One, labourer, at 25, per dax 30 10 © 


ForTs GEoRGE. and EDWARD. 
' For one deputy commiſſary, till 
the 24th. Sept. 1766, 274 days, 


182..10 0 


Carried over 


— — — 


1391 9 


at 5s. per day 68 10 0 J 
Io labourers till ditto, at 28. per 
r 117 1094-26 0 r 
One affiftant' eommiſſary, from | 
25th Sept. to 24th Dec. 1766, | | C 
IE 1% per any if © 4 xx © T 
| — — 127 17 0 
Crown PoinT and Ticon- 
— \ HERMPGA. 
For one deputy commiſfary,, at 
5s, per day „ 
One cooper, at 3s. per Gay, 54 15 0 
Two labourers, at 2s. per day 7% Q0,- 
5 — 219 „ 
SCHENECTADY. 3 
For one deputy commiſſary, till 
30th April, 1766, being 127 $44. 
days, at 58. per dag 421 8 
One labourer, 365 days, at 2s. - 
per day Hg 36 10 © 
| FoRT STANWIX.' Ee? 
For one deputy commiſſary, till | 
24th Oct. 1766, being 204 En” | 
days, at 5s. day | 76 © © For 
Cooperage and labour, till ditto, od 
04 days, at 18. per day 1 0 _ # F On 
A . iſſuer of N "0 * For 
from 25 Oct. to 24 Dec. 1766, fi 
61 days, at 1s. per day > 1. a 
| | RE 94 5 


A. 1776. Dt AE 5 
1 TE os _ 4 #6 4 s &: 
6 Brought over | 13919 6 
EAST END MEI DA LAKE; 

For a ſerjeant, as iſſuer of provi- 

ſions, till 4th May, 1766, | 

being 131 days, at 18. per day 6 % 


FoRT BREVERTON, 
For a ſerjeant, as iſſuer of provi- 
ſions, till goth March, 1766, | | 
being 97 days, at 18. per day "SIS 


FokT ONTARIO and ONON- 
DAGo FALLs. - : 
For one deputy commiſſary, at 


58. per day „„ 
One cooper, at 3s. per dax Lo rs 2 i 
Two labourers, at 2s. per day , 
„ N 
| — 219 oO 0 


OswEGATCHIE and FoRT 
WILLIAM AUGUSTUS, 
For one deputy commiſſary, at 


5s. per day 0 vt 5; & 
One cooper, at 3s. per day 54 15 © 
\ Of Iwo labourers, at 2s. per day 
each | | 32. 0 6 | 
—ů— 289 8 
NI ACG ARA and LITTLE | 5 
LAN DING. 
For one deputy commiſſary, at 
5s. per day 91 5 8. 8 
One cooper, at 38. per day 54 15 © 
Two labourers, at 2s. per day each 73 0 © | 
— — 219 0, 


3 LITTLE NIAGARA. 
For one deputy commiſſary till! 
ä June 24, 182 days at 5s. per day 45 10 © 
One cooper, 365 days, at 7 r 
For a ſerjeant as iſſuer of provi- | 
tions from June 25, 183 ditto, 
at Is, per day A 4-3 
—_ — — 109 8 0 


EW: 1 Qs 2A Carried over 2169 5 6 


6 


PARLIAMEMTARY A. 1976, 
| 8 £. 3 4 
Brought over 2169 5 6 
For Exit. 
For one deputy commiſſary, at 
5s. per day YT 8 8 
One labourer, at 28. ditto 36 10 © 
| = 127 15 © 
DETROIT. 
For one deputy commiſſary, at | - 
5s. per day 91 $5 © 
One cooper, at 3s. per day $$ 14 
One labourer, at 2s. per day 30 10 0 


M1cHiLLIMAKINAC. 


For one deputy commiſſary, at 


182 10 0 


8. per da 1 o 
One * at 28. per day 4: — O 
| — 127 15 0 
PENSVLVANIA. . 

For one inſpector of proviſions on 
the whole communication to he 
24 March, 1766, being go 
days, at gs, per day 22 10 © 

Riding charges to ditto, ditto, at 
38. per day 13 10 0 

Diſburſed on account of the crown 
by the inſpector 6 8 114 

For one inſpector of 1 
from the 3d June to 24th Dec. 

1766, bong 205 days, at 5s. 
per day $7: 0 © 

Riding charges to ditto, for 205 

days, at 3s. per day 20 12 -D 
—ů— 124 8 111 
PENSACOLA. 

Sor one deputy commiſſary, at 
55. per day g1 5 0 

One cooper, at 38. per a 54 15 © 

One labourer, at 2s. * 36 126 

| — 182 10 o 

Carried over 


2914 4 53 


Brought over 
—A | - 
or one deputy commiſſary, at 
5s. per day 
One cooper, at 3s. per day 
One labourer, at 2s. per day 


1776. DEBATES. 
£6 


91 5 
54 15 
36 10 


Fox r CHARTREs and depen- 
dant Poſts. 

or one deputy commiſſary, at 

5s. per day 

One aſſiſtant commiſſary, at 7s. 

New- Vork currency, per day, 

equal to 

Dne cooper, at 3s. per day 

[wo labourers, at 2s. per day 

each . 


New PROVIDENCE. 
or an iſſuer of proviſions, ſtore- 
houſe, rent, ſtationary, &c, 
the whole at 3s. 6d. per day 


BERMUDAS. 
or an ĩſſuer of proviſions, ſtore- 
houſe, rent, ſtationary, &c. 


the whole at 3s. 6d. per day 
Incidental Charges at ſundry 


| Places. 
or the pay of a deputy com- 
fy il "ok was — * and 
detained in the ſervice, to de- 
fend a law ſuit, on account of 
in che crown, from iſt March, 
4764, to 30 April, 1766, being 


791 days, at 48. 8d. per day 184 11 


or victualling Captain Stirling's 
detachment at the Ilinois, and 
on their paſſage down the river 
Mifhffippi, until their arrival 


0 


— 


at Penſacola. 548 13 8 


£ 4. 
2914 4 5 


182 10 © 


293 10 5 


48 12 6 


48 12 6 


4 


$3 ; Cyricd over 


3487 


9 103 


PARLIAMENTARY A.» 
; „„. „ < 
Brought over 23487 9 10 0 


For the deputy commiſſary, „ 
taken off — — ie v1 - 
and ſent to Detroit, while the 
deputy commiſſary came down 
to New York, to ſettle his ac- 

,counts in my office (which 

were intricate, on account of 

the late Indian war, and the 

expedition under Colonel Brad- 

ſtreet) and returns again to his 

ſtation, from 25th June, to 

24th Dec. 1766, being 183 _ 8 

days, at 58. per day TS ©: 
For pay to two ſerjeants, for iſ- ; 
 fuing proviſions to ſundry par- 

= ties of men of different regi- Ne. 

E ments, at Elizabeth Town, : 1 
New Jerſey, from goth May Ref 

to 16th Sept. 1766, being 110 | 

days, at 6d. fterling per day -2 15 o ud 
| 2 | | 8 * — 7184 15 0 


n 


Total FL. 4269 4 1 


. _ — — — 1 
: WE" Y ; . 4 0 * N * ö . * 
- 
1 
hs % 


Salt for re-pickling and preſerving proviſions, "nails, chi 
and cooper's tools, with repairs of ſtorehouſes, &c. &c. ca 


— — . 


not be aſcertained. _ 
(Signed.) Roztzr LEeAKke, Commiſſan e 
WaR-OFFicE. | BARRINGTON, uy 
| > Wer 
| | | | de 

= | Eſtimate of the expences of the works at the forts in the 
| | | trict of Ne- Vork for 1766, N. 
| Neu- o 
Michi MAckINAc. Ca carry bit 


Repairing of the bark roofs of the 


houſe may coſt e 20 60 

Cutting the bruſh, and clearing — | he 
round the fort, 10 men 4 days, | aſl 
at 10d, each per day 1 13 | 


98x — 


. 1 


Carried over 4 13 4 


> 


16 
d. 
10 


| Brought over 
Corporal to ditto, at 1s. per day 
Glaſs and nails wanted 
Further repairs neceſſary at that poſt 


DBTROITIT. 
Repairs of inhabitants houſes. o- 
cupied by the garriſon 
Noofing the proviſion ſtore-houſe 
Flooring doors for ditto, and other 
conveniencies of fills, & c. 
urniſhing the officers and ſoldiers 
barracks with cloſets, tables, 
ſtools, &c. | 
palliſadoing the barrack yard from 
the town and pates to the ſame 
WA well and pump in ditto 
Levelling barrack yard, and mak- 
ing drains and a neceſſary 
Repairs ef the hoſpital 
\ new guard houſe two ſtory high 
with a platform, at top, for two 
cannon to be erected at the gate, 
in manner of a ſtrong tower to 
defend the entrance of the town 
on that ſide = Ok 
Lieut. Brehm's pay for 1766, as 
aſſiſtant engineer employed prin- 
cipally in compleating the ſur- 
vey of the colony 
Dyerſeer and paymaſter of the 
works, at 48. per day 
dtores of different kinds, as per liſt 
delivered with ſtationary 


1176, DEBATES 
New-York currency. 
= 13 4 


11 5 0 
Is © © 


r 
* ä —48 


© 


0 


B. The large ſtockade ought 
to be kept in repair by the inha- 
bitants and traders. 9 


J Rn : --; 
The wall to be raiſed 60 feet with 


* 


A fiogle log, will coſt 


25 © Oo 


914 10 4 


Carried over 
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Brought over 

Relayzog the officer's room floor, 
and putting the barracks in order 
N. B. If for a little more the above 
can be done in ftene, as the wall 

is already five feet high of ma- 


ſonry, whether it is not more eli- 


gible. | 
NIAGARA. 

If the towers propoſed to plunge 
into the ditches and flank the 
Jand front of this fort are con- 
ſtructed, they would coſt about 
300 J. each; but if ſuch are de- 


termined on, it would be beſt to 


prepare only the materials this 

| year; however, the place is now 
in good repair ; perhaps ſome 
ſtochades may be wanting, and 
the gates put in order 

Ontario will want nothing done, 
but a new magazine mult be built 
next year if the garriſon remains 


in that poſt. 


OswEGATCHIE. 


This place, by Capt. Sowers' re- 


rt, is very much out of repair. 
he expences of repairing the 
barracks, ſtorehouſes, and maga- 
zine, are as follow, viz. 
o repairs neceſſary at the barracks 
to accommodate the garriſon as 
per particulars in Capt. Sowers? 
eſtimate | 
Toditto of one block-houſe, as per 
ditto 
To ditto of officers barracks 
For the ſame to the baker's houſe 
and oven 
Ditto for the powder magazine 


0 


O 
© 


O 
0 


Carried over 


— —_ 


A. 1770 


| New-York curreng, 
914 10 4 
T 
6 5 o 
Fe 
N. 
Ex 
{ 
( 
u 
v 
C 
Ke) 
| c 
50 0 0 


79 © © 


1049 15 4 


10A. 1776. AD ES A 
19, 


The ſame to the proviſion ſtore- 
OM houſe now tumbling down, as 
per ditto 


articles, as per ditto 


N. B. Beſides the above, the ſtock- 
ades, block- houſes, & banquets, 
all in bad order. 
ALBANY. 
Expence of removing the forage 
| ſtore, and rebuilding it on fort 
Orania, with a cellar three feet 
under and three above ground, 
with the maſonry of the cellar, 
coſt | 
Repairs neceſſary to ſecure the ſtore 
called Kilby's, and put it in 
0 order 
ForT PITT. 
[he barracks will want repairs for 
the garriſon to be left there, and 
will employ five carpenters 180 
days, at 18. 3d. each | 
awing 5000 feet of boards, at 4s. 
per cwt. 
abourers to cut and bring timber, 
Ke. 12 men, 100 days, at 10d. 
per day 
or one ſerjeant attending ditto 
ditto time, at 18. 6d. per day 
or two maſons repairing chim- 
neys, plaiſtering, &c. 130, at 18. 
3d, each 
all articles of ſtores - 
wuarrying, limeſtone, and other 
expences of burning two kilns of 
lime, 500 buſhels, at 1s. 6d. per 
buſhel | 


# 3 


For nails, hinges, and ſeveral other 


T E 
New-York currency. 


Brought over 1049 15 4 


160 © o 


OO 


37 10 O 
. 180 10 o 


h 


Vor. VI, R 


—— 


Carried over 15612 4 4< 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776, 


New-York currency, 

; Brought over 5 
N. B. The under- ground wooden 
magazines in this, as in all the 
other forts, are moſtly decayed, 


but there will be ſpare barracks 

enough to hold proviſions, and 

every thing but powder. 1 
Rent of an office and a drawing- 

room 38. 8-:D T 
Wood for ditto 20 0 0 


Paymaſter and clerk of the works, 
his pay, and an allowance for 


lodging, at 5s. 8d. ſterling per 5 
day, currency 176 8 4 | 
The principal draftſman, lodging 
money, at 1s, per day ſterling, | 7 
ditto | 20 4 N 
Pay of the aſſiſtant engineer pit- | 
| man at the Illinois 219 Q 0 
| Suppoſed expences incurred there 300 o 0 
|. _ Stationary for the whole 50 © 0 
| | | 12 
| Poſtage, carriage of ſtores, &c. 60 Oo © 


Lieut. Pitman's arrear of pay as aſ- 

ſiſtant engineer to 31 Dec. 1765 281 6 115 
Lieut. Brehm's dit. from 27 Aug, 

to 31 Dec. 1765 6. 4 © 
Mr. Pauli aſſiſtant draughtman's 

allowance of pay, from 12 Dec. 

1765, to 1 April, 1766, at 5s. 


per day 27 10 0 
Repairing inſtruments for furvey- 

ing, &c. 25 0 © 
_ 3 * 
a 
; 2815 3 boa 
2856 2 114 New York currency, at 48. 8d. br 
_ fterling per dollar, is ſterling £.1666 1 6 ay 
War-OFFICE. - 
(Signed) Harry GorpDon. * 


BARRINGTON, 


Eſtima 


. A. 1776. D E B A 1 i 8. 


Eſtimate of expences attending a regular poſt to and from 
New- York to Albany, which was ſet on foot, and paid 
by the commander in chief, and will be continued, no 
proviſion being made by the poſt-maſter general for the 


ſame. | 
Sterling. 
To two riders, ſalary per annum at 811. 135. 44. . . d. 
each providing their own horſes 163 6 8 


To Henry Van Schaak, for making up and diſ- 
patching the mails at Albany, per annum 46 13 4 
To Alexander Colden, Eſq; for ditto at New- 


York, per annum 4060 29 4 
2 56 13 1 

By letters to merchants, &c. ſubject to poſtage, 
at an average per annum k 20 0 
Charge of the poſt againſt the crown 2 36 13 4 


N. B. Made out agreeable to Mr. Colden, poſt- 
maſter, at New-Yack, account of the laſt year, 
WAR-OFFICE, | 
BARRINGTON. 


An Eſtimate of the naval department on the lakes for the 


year 1766, 

5 Boat - Carpen- Store- Sea- 

Lakes. Veſſels. Maſters. Mates, ſwains. ters. keepers. men. 

Champlain A floop, ” 3 1 1 1 6 

Ontario A ſchooner 1 I I I I 16 

Erie Ditto =o I I I I 16 

Huron 1 1 1 1 1 16 

Total 4 5 4 · 4m 

Number. Pay per Day J. . d. 

or Month. 

Maſters 4 1os. per Day 730 0 o 
Mates 4 61. per Month 288 0 0 

Boatſwains 4 41. per ditto 192 © 0 

Carpenters f 5 85. per Day 7 0.0 

Sawyers 1 85. per ditto 146 0 0 

dtorekeepers 4 25. per ditto 146 0 O 
deamen 54 70s. per Month 2268 © 0 

1. 4500 © © 

E 2 Eſtimate 


ima 


123 


124 
* 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Eſtimate of naval ftores neceſſary for the ſeveral veſſels on the 


. 


lakes for 1766. 


To thirteen pieces beſt heavy ſail duck, at 5ʃ. 
10s. per piece 

Seven pieces topſail duck, 2903 yards, at 25. 
per yard 

Two caſks for packing ditto, and carting 

One bundle of twine, 24lb. at 25. 64. per Ib. 

Thirteen barrels of rum, 420 gallons, at 25. 8d. 
per gallon 

Thirteen barrels, at 4s. per barre], cartage, 


- - filling, and carting, 20s. 


| C. q. lb. 
T wo cables wt. 26 0 14 
T wo tow lines 22 7 
Two ſhroud haw- 

ſers 6 0 20 
Two coils 3 inch 

rope $2 0 
Four coils ſmall 

ditto 0 
Three ditto „ 
Seven ditto 2 2 26 
Seven ditto 2 3 15 C. q. lb. 


A. 1770. 


71 10 


——50 2 24 at 80s. 202 17 


Twenty barrels pitch, 241. 20 ditto tar, 161. 


Four barrels turpentine 96s. Leather and nails 


for the bungs, 175. 

Four jacks, 4 enſigns, and 4 pendants, con- 

taining 80 yards of narrow red, white, and 

blue bunting, at 1s. 9d. 

Eighty yards of broad ditto, ditto, ditto, at 
25. 6d. 

Making the colours 

Four dipſe and 4 hand leads, wt. 1 20lb. at 84. 

Four dipſe lines. wt. 641b. at 2s. 

Eight hand lines, 48s. 12 log lines 36s. 

Three kegs tallow, wt. 3 CW w. 

Three kegs for ditto, 10s. 8d. Three horn lan- 
thorns, 275. 

Seven boxes candles, wt. 3 Cwt. 

Seven boxes for ditto, 12s. 34. glb. thrumbs, 
225, 6d. 


Carried over 


40 0 


5 13 


d, 


0-0 0 0 0 0 


. 1776. „„ ATE 6 


Brought over 
welve mop nails, 36. Six ferubbing bruſh 
clamps, 123. h 
hirty pounds bend leather for the pumps, at 
36. 6d. | 
x thouſand pump and clapper nails, at 55. 

ix thouſand ſcupper nails, at 125, 

line gallons linſeed oil in iron bound kegs 

o the kegs for ditto, 12s, To 5ilb. white 
lead, 38s. 3d. 

orty-five pounds red oaker, 22s. 6d. To three 
kegs for ditto, 9s. 

ighteen kegs lamp black, 275. Twelve tar 
bruſhes, 155. 

x paint bruſhes, 75. 64. Four ſhips com- 
paſſes, 725, 

orty pounds ſewing twine, at 25. 64. 
wenty-four yards of canvas for covers for the 
above goods 

laking and painting ditto 

wo hogſheads and 1 tierce to put the above 
articles in 


bungs of the pitch 
artage of ditto 


ditto, 165. | 

welve half and quarter minute ditto 

xpences attending ſloop-hire, batteau men, 
and waggon hire for the above goods, from 
New-Y ork to the different lakes, at an ave- 
rage 


Brought over 
otal expence of the naval department, New- 


York currency 


t 45. 8d. per dollar ſterling, is £ 
s made out by Lieut. Grant, commanding 
ſaid department, | 
AR-OFFICE. 

BARRINGTON. 


abour done in putting the leather on the 


our two-hour glaſſes, 16s. Eight half-hour 


300 © 0 
— — — 


818 16 6 
4500 © 0 


5318 16 6 


3102 12 IL 


Eſtimate 


125 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


Eftimate of the expence incurred in one year in the pro. 
vinces of South Carolina and Georgia, for tranſporting 
proviſions from the places of depoſit to the forts Auguſt: 
Prince George and Charlotte, and to three ſerjeants fo 
iſſuing the proviſions there. 


Sterling, 
To charges already tranſmitted to New-York 
for tranſporting proviſions from Charles- 
town to the out ports for the uſe of the gar- 
riſons, from July 12, 1765, to March 2, 
1766, being 234 days, certified by Capt. J. s. 
Philips, commanding officer 179 1 


To ditto for 131 days more, calculated at the p 
above rate of 179/. 1s. 1d. ſterling, for 234 c 
days 100 4 (Ml © 

To three ſerjeants for iſſuing the proviſions 52 a 
weeks, at 1 dollar each per week 30 8 0 - 

Total 315 13 Af * 
(Signed) ROBERT LEAKE. | | c 


War-OFFice., BARRINGTON. 


An Eſtimate of the annual expence of the deputy quarter - mi 
ſter general's department in the diſtrict of New-Y ork ſe 
the year 1766. 

„ 


To the freight of proviſions for the garriſons 
of Louiſbourgh and Fort Amherſt, 104 | 
tons, at Zl. 8s. per ton | 403 12 

To the freight of proviſions from New-York 

to New Providence and Bermuda, 50 tons, 
at 5]. New- York currency per ton 250 © 

For the tranſportation of the cloathing of 2 

* from New-York to Philadelphia 13 © 

For the tranſportation of the cloathing of one ot 

regiment from Philadelphia to Fort Pitt, for or 

the uſe of the regiment quartered at the Il- Tc 

lindis, weighing 32cwt. at 2l. 5s. Pen- 

ſylvania currency per hundred 76 16 
To the expence of the tranſportation of bar- 

rack maſter general's ſtores to different 

places 8 80 o 
To ditto for engineer's ſtores 30 0 


Carried over 853 8 


1776. „„ 127 


| | Brought over 65 8 
o expence for building 48 batteaus at Fort 
Pitt, each at an average at 52l. 18. 8d. per 
2500. Penſylvania currency, equal in New 
York currency to 2666 13 4 
o tranſporting 1640 barrels of proviſion for 
a regiment at the Iltinois from Fort Pitt, at 
the rate of 36 barrels in each boat, and na- 
vigated by 57 batteau men, being 2070 
miles to fort Chartres, and back to fort Pitt, 
paying each batteau man 41. Penſylvania 
currency per month, and allowing 5 months 
to go and return, makes 20l. for each man, 
and 140l. for each boat, the above num- 
ber of barrels will require 46 boats, and 18 
barrels over, the whole amounting to 64401. 
Penſylvania currency, equal in New-York 
currency to 6869 6 8 
wo boats more for the cloathing of a regi- 
ment, and the reſidue of proviſion, being 
18 barrels, at the aboye rates, 2081. Pen- 
ſylvania currency, equal in New-Y ork cur- 
rency to 298 13 4 
o the annual expence of the carrying place 
of Niagara, at per contract 100l. ſterling, 
equal in New-York currency to 171 14-0 
To the annual expence of the carrying place | 

of Ticonderoga bo © © 
Fo the yearly rent of a ſtore-houſe at New- | 
Vork | 40 © © 
or the foldiers work in loading the veſſels on 
the upper lakes with proviſions for the uſe 
of the back garriſons 50 © @ 
or the freight of the cloathing of the diffe- 
rent regiments in America, from New- 
York to Albany | 20 
or the expence of moving 4 regiments yearly 480 
tationary for the uſe of the department 20 
or the hire of ſloops from New+ Vork to Al- 
bany, and other places, to tranſport troops 
at different times 80 0 © 

o pay a ſtore-keeper and clerk, at 28. 6d. 


S 


0 00 
09 0 0 


5 Carried over 11609 16 4 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17 
| | 1 


Brought over 11609 16 
ſterling per day, equal in New- Vork cur- 


rency to | _ 
To anſwer ſmall contingent expences, not in- 


* 


cluded in the above amount a 


Total 11770 17 


N. B. The whole of the above is New-York 55 


currency. 
The amount of the whole in ſterling money, 
is L. 6866 61 


(Signed) in the abſence of Sir JouN Sr. CLAIR, 
THOMAS GAMBLE, 
Affiſtant deputy quarter maſter general. 


WAR-OFFICE. 


Eſtimate for expences (for one year) of the commiſſary 0 
muſter's office in North America, which, according to th 
diſpoſition of the troops, for 1766, ts calculated as fol 
lows. | | 

For the northern and center department. 
No. of Sterling. 
„ Lf. -*5. 

From Quebec to Montreal, viſiting the | 
poſts on each fide the river 0. 

From Montreal to Chamble, thence to 1 
St. John's, over Lake Champlain to 
Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and over 


Lake George to Fort George 200 0 
To Fort Edward and thence to Albany 70 $0 
To FortStanwix, and thence to Oſwego 218 10 O 

To Niagara, and over Lake Ontario 170 8 8 
To Little Niagara, and thence to De- 

troit, over Lake Erie 6 0 
To Michilimackinac, over Lake Huron, 

and return to Detroit boo 10 © 
To Niagara 280 6 © 
To Oſwego 170 3 0 
To Fort William Auguſtus (on River 

St. Laurence) · 136 0 0 
To the Cedars 111 2 0 0 
Crofling to Lake St. Louis Ve 10 4 

— — 7 


Carried over 2440 73 10 © 


Brought over 
o La Chine, over Lake St. Louis 
o Montreal 
o Quebec 5 
rom New- Vork to Philadelphia, thence 
to Fort Loudon 279 miles, Fort 
Littleton 19 miles, Fort Bedford 35 
miles, Fort Pitt 107 miles, in all 
480, and return to New-York 
is circuit is to be taken twice a year; 
but as the ſeverity of the ſeaſon in 
the fall will not admit of viſiting the 
poſts beyond the inhabitants, there 
will be a deduction of 971. 


1 


Southern Department. 
5 paſſage from South Carolina to St. 
Auguſtine, about 1 50 leagues, and 
return to South Carolina (as there is 
no opportunities from thence to Pen- 
ſacola) is 
paſſage from South Carolina to Pen- 
ſacola by ſea, about 280 leagues 
d Appalachie, and return 

Mobille, and return 

d Iſle Nois (if praQticable to get there) 
Nachette, by the mouth of Mifſiſſip- 
1, 480 miles, Ifle Nois 1260, is 
7740 miles, and return, makes 

turn to South Carolina 

viſiting the er poſts, province 
of South Carola and Georgia will 
oke about 30 days B 


e 


F is circuit to be taken twice a year; 

ut the great diſtance to Iſle Nois will 
admit of going there but once a year, 
o there will be a deduction of 251. 


- Carried over 


OL. VI. 


. 17763 r 


No. Sterling. 


Abi. $6 
2440 173 0% 
21 1 
9 QA 10 ©. 
0 ' „ 
880 35 0 0 
2 
3530 141 © 0 
900 10 
840 i 
110 5 a 
110 60 
320 2% 
840 1 SS 
22 10 0 
5 
72 0 0 
170 ©: © 
211 8 


PARLIAMENTARY. 
8 No. of 
Miles. 
Brought over 
Rent for the office at New-York 
Fire, candles, ſtationary, &c. 
A Clerk at 5s. per day 
Poſtage of letters is uncertain, till the 
correſpondence is opened. 


Paſſage to Newfoundland, and return to 


Quebec yoo 
Ditto to Iſland of Bermuda, and ditto 
to South Carolina 780 


Ditto to Iſland of Providence, and ditto 
ditto, if it ſhould be thought necel- 
fary to go to theſe places 420 


Halifax department the neareſt to New- 
foundland and Iſle Breton. 
WaR-OrFice. t 
(Signed) JAMES PITCHER. 
BARRINGTON. 


Eſtimate of ordinary contingencies in Nova Scotia for or 


year. 


Halifax Garriſon and „ 
. „ 4. d. 
A houſe hired from Mr. South for 


a main guard, and an officer's 
guard- room, the reat thereof 

per annum 25 8 
Yearly rent of ſtorehouſes hired 

for the contractors proviſions, vi. 
Mr. Saul's ſtore 80 
Ditto ſhed for iſſuing, xc. 25 +] 
Ihe rents of lots taken up by ma- 

jor general Baſhide for the lum- 3 

ber and lime kiln yards „ 8 0 
The charge of couriers to and from 

the out - poſts occaſionally, and 

for ferryage acroſs Mine's Ba- 
ſon, may, at an average, a- 

mount to per annum Hi 80 o 0 


105 © © 


A. t116 
Sterling, 

„ 8 
0 0 

30 0 01 
e 
91 5 0 
8 

0 O©-Y A 

$1 

482 5 „Ir. 

a ö 

l 

{ 

To 

1 

6 

4 
Sterling 

For 

v 

kc 

2 

Rep 

To 

ce 

th 

Fire 

ds t 

fie 


A. r 


Carried over 243 10 0 | 


A. 1776. 


ü Brought over 

Stationary and books to the com- 
manding officer 

To the expence of the King's boats 
in annual repairs, cordage, 
pitch, tar, ſails, graplinge, &c. 
the boats are employed in car- 
rying proviſions, fuel, &c. and 


in relieving the ſeveral poſts 


round the harbour, a boat being 

neceſſary at every poſt : 
A perſon employed to take care of 

the boats, at 1s. 6d. per diem 
Six men beſides employed in the 


boats for 8 months, at 18. per 


diem hach 

To the expence of ſundry ſmall 
unforeicen incidents that cannot 
be contracted for, or fall within 
the barrack maſter's department 
or the engineer's eſtimate 

To an allowance to the command- 
ing officer for paying perſons 
employed in copying, &c. at 
38. per diem 


ForT CUMBERLAND. 

For a team employed every four 

weeks for carrying proviſions 

to the party at Bay Verte, at 
20s. each, is for a year 


Repairs for the King's boatsabout 


To the rent of an office for the 


commanding officer for doing 
the public buſineſs 
Fire and candles for ditto 


D E. AT ES. 
4 


243 10 © 


54 15 © 


28 


Sterling. 


I5 © ® 


45 © © 
27 7 


73 4 © 


564 16 6 


As tranſmitted by Lieut. Col. Dalrymple, commanding of- 


ficer at Halifax. 


WAA-Orrick. 
8 2 


BARRINGTON, 


432 


To a clerk at 2 at 38. per diem 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 


Eſtimate of the yearly contingent expences of the garriſon d 
Louiſbourg, Ifland Battery, and Colliery. 


T 
T 
To a cooper the the victualling office 365 days, . 5. iT 
at 18. 6d. per day 27 7 Ur 

T 


Two horſes, a cart, and driver, at yd. per day, 


with corn, hay, ſhoeing, and mending the 
harneſs, with corn, hay, &e. for a bull 40 © Or 
For a boatman, at 6d. per day, with ropes, T 
pitch, tar, oars, Oakham, and workmanſhip | Ft 
for 365 days, at 6d. more 18 5 ofip- 
r. 
: 
Te 


For a ſmith for repairing grates and other 
work for the barrack, ſuppoſing he works 


three days in a week, at 1s. per day 7 16 9 
For the command at the colliery for 60 chal- | 
dron of coals, at 88. 1g © Oro 
For -= director of the mines for 365 days, =: 
s. per day 91 5 1 
For lumber for the repair of the ſtage, cor- To 
dage, utenſils, candles, &c. at the coal- _ - 
mines, about 100 o 0 
For the hire of a ſhallop to carry coals to the 0 N. 
Hand where it is difficult to land 4 © ol o 
Tranſporting proviſions | to Fort Amherſt t 
about 50 0 oftf b 
For two carpenters and two maſons that will | 
be wanted for repairing the barracks at the ; A 


citadel, and the officers quarters, to be fur- 
niſhed from the troops for 365 days, at 1s, 
each per day 73 Q 0 


Sterling 426 13 6 
War-OrFice, | , 
(Signed) ROBERT MilwaARD. Major 59th regiment 


BARRINGTON, 


Eſtimate of the annual expence attending the office of con 
miflary general of ſtores and proviſions for the provin 
of * as near as the ſame can be aſcertained, viz. 


To labourers 


Carried over 


&. 176. Ae 1 


£ S. d. 
10 9 4 Brought over 1 © 
To coopers, hoops, nails, &c. 8 7; 48-0665. 
To repairing of ſtores _ :" 7 +, OS: © 
al To candles and ſundry ſmall articles 6 10 © 
dM To freights from Quebec to Three Rivers 80 © o 
To carriage of proviſions from the ſtores on | 
board veſſels for Three Rivers 25; x: © 
"off To a clerk's ſalary there, at 38. per diem $4.15; © : 
To labourers at the ſame place 10 © O 
Stationary for the whole department 12 @ 4 
o Poſtage of letters ditto . | 115 8 8 
Io an affiſtant commiſſary at Montreal, at 568. 
per diem e e „ £2 
To a clerk at Chambly, near Montreal, at 2s. 
bd. per diem | 2 45" fa 
oo ſurveyors for all the contractors proviſions  _ 
expended in this and the garriſon of Three 
of Rivers 30 8 
To rent of an office at Quebec | 26 © 
0 


N. B. The expence of labour and tranſporting | 

ol of proviſions in the diſtrit of Montreal, and | 
the poſts above that garriſon, has hitherto 

been paid by the quarter maſter general. 
y (Signed ) J. GOoLDFRAP, 

AR-OFFICE. | 


BARRINGTON, 


Eſtimate of the annual expences of his Majeſty's hoſpital in 

the garriſon of Quebec, as nigh as they can be aſcertained. 
Sterling. . 

To the clerk's wages „80 

0 a nurſe, at 8d, per day =. 

o ſundry extra nurſes | 1 1 . 0” 

o repairs of the hoſpital _ © 

To bedding | e 

o candles | | 2 15 

0 fire wood, 100 chords, at, 6s, per chord. 30 0 

Peets and linen for the uſe of the hoſpita! 9 10 

Vaſhing | We 


12. 


0 


— 
© 
>40000000h0KA 


Carried over 114 8 | 


134 PARLIAMENTARY A. in 


= & £ 


Rrought over 114 8 
The other neceſſaries, ſuch as wine, ſugar, and ; 


proper diet, as they depend upon the number 
ot ck, the nature of the diſeaſes, &c. can- 
not, with any precifion, be aſcertained ; but 
, ſuppoſing 20 men each day in the hoſpital, 
at 4d, per man, beſides the 4d. propoſed to 
be ſtopped, they may amount to 121 13 4 


— — 


236 1219 
. (Signed) Ab AM MABANE. | 
War-Orrice. 
BARRINGTON. 


Eftimate of expences attending the brigadier general's apart 
ment for the northern diftrift per annum in time of peace, 


Ordinary Ex Pences. 
Sterling. 
. 
A clerk, at 58. per diem 0 
Poſtage of . — - o 
FStationary and office 0 
6 Occaſional expences and other con- 
tingent charges 60 © 0 
= 231 5 off! 
Extraordinary Rape. 
Repairing the guard-houſe at Mon- 
treal 15 19 © 
Repairing the Pravoſt at ditto 70 16 8 
| 86 15 8 
318 o 6 


(Signet) Eyre MassEyY, 
Lieut. Col. commanding at Montreal. 


War-OFFice. 368: 
BARRINGTON. | Me 

This 

Eſtimate of the expence attending the aſſiſtant d qua an 

; : ter maſter general's department, under the brigadier oy pr 
neral, commanding in the northern and, per annuſ A; 
in time of peace. qu 

To eſtĩmate of ſupplies from Montreal to Fort - 


William W to 1000 men for one 


1776. : D-E B'A” TE S. 


year, being carriage by land and. water of 
3050 Pong or barrels of proviſions - 

o eſtimate of carrying by land and water the 
ſupply for 100 men for Crown Point from 
Montreal to St. John's, being 305 barrels 
of provifions | : 

o expence of appointments to the perſons ne- 
ceſſary to be employed under the direction 
of the aſſiſtant deputy quarter-maſter-gene- 
ral (a commiſſary at Lachine, ftore-keeper, 
maſter carpenter, batteau maſter, waggon 
maſter, Engliſh clerk, and French clerk) 


an for carrying on the ſervice of ſuppligs of 
ce, MW proviſions, ſtores, or any thing elſe, from 
Montreal to Crown Point, or to the upper 


poſts, as far as Oſwego, with ſome contin- 

gencies, will amount to 

To yearly rent of a ſtorehouſe, at Lalhine, 
for proviſions 

To two merchants* ſurveyors, at a medium on 


per diem | 
To working parties, at a medium for rolling 
Py and other neceſſary works to be 


One 


there may be occaſion 
To office rent, firing, and candles, per annum 


To poſtage and ſtationary 


36821. 9s. New-York currency, at 48. 8d. 


ſterling per dollar, is ſterling * 

This eſtimate of expence of carriage by land 
ual and water, for — the troops with 
of proviſions from Montreal, Fort William 
wl Auguſtus, or Oſwegatchie, ſuppoſing it re- 

quifite for the upper poſts of 1000 men, 
alſo from Montreal to St. John's for 100 
men, includes all expegce for new boats, 


To expreſſes, meſſengers, and horſe hire, as 


New Tork 


2011 


210 


100 


100 


proviſions for 100 days, at 10s. ſterling each 


work- 
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12 reparations, and materials of 


ſort. 1 
(Signed) JohN MAxwELL, . 
Aſſiſtant deputy quanter-maſter general, 7 
Wax-OFrFce. 
BARRINGTON. 
Eſtimate of the annual expence of Fort Amherſt, St, John's 
Iſland. 
To 4000 feet of plank for repair- . 5. d. 
ing the barrack, and rebuilding | 
the porch of the gateway which | I 
fell in, at 5]. 20 © O 
To 3000 ſhingles, at 20s. 3 06S 
To 1 barrel of pitch, and 1 of tar, 
for caulking of boats, barracks, 15 0 
&c. _—_ { 
To 5 cwt. of iron, at 275. | 6 15 © 0 
To 2 cwt. of oakham for repair- 
ing and caulking the barracks 0 
and boats, at 4d. per Ib. 2 14 8 0 
To a boat's road for the veſſel h 
run away with, 2cwt. 2qrs. 0 
at al. 15s. 6 17 6 
To rope for painters, and ſtores - 0 
for hoiſting proviſions, &c. | or 
Icwt. 3qrs..at 21. 1 58. 4 16 8 
To 2000 bricks, for repairing | or 
chimnies and hearths, at 25s. 2 10 8 * 
To a ſloop run away with, bought | . 
for the uſe of the garriſon 22 0 S V 
To 5 barrels of lime, at 1 5s. 3 15 © * 
To 28lb. of ſteel, at 1s. 1 oX 
To ſundry tools 6 S pd 
To one croſs- cut faw o 16 © de 
2 755 — ———— 7 4 4 11 ne 
Artificers and labourers. | to 
To carpenters hire 18 © © + 
To ſmith's work, making nails, * 
caſt work, &c. 71 5 
To maſon's work 5 10 0 a 
To carter's work 10 10 o 
| — 4 7 6 


Carried over II 5 12 5 


1 


6 


7 Vor. VI. * 


A. 1776. NF 


Brought over 
To boatmen and mariners em- 
ployed in the canoes and ſloop 
To Mr. Webſter's ſhallop, loſt 
laſt winter in purſuit of the de- 
ſerters from fort Amherſt 


Sterling. L. 1137 12 5 


WAR-Orrick. BARRINGTON. 


To tranſporting naval ſtores from Schenectady 
to Oſwego in batteaus 


nectady to Oſwego in batteaus 

o ditto for artillery ſtores to ditto 8 
o ditto for proviſions for Indians to Johnſon's 
hall, &c. &c. 

o ditto done by the troops, between the firſt 
landing from Niagara to fort Erie 

o ditto for proviſions to fort Hunter, &c. 

or new batteaus, and for carpenters wages in 
repairing the old ; 

or nails, pitch, oakum, tar, rope, &c. 

or a waggon maſter and 5 teamſters wages, 
employed at Niagara, from 25 Dec. to 16 
May following, both inclufive 

or oars, poles, paddles, ſcoops, &c. 


[ 


or a man and horſe to forward the army letters 


or tranſporting in carriages, from Albany to 
Schenectady, the proviſions, artillery, engi- 
neer's ſtores, naval ſtores, baggage, &c. ſent 
to the weſtward 

or ditto to fort George 5 

or ditto over tke carrying places on the Mo- 
hawk river | 
or one waggon maſter's pay, from 25 Dec, 
to 24 June, both incluſive | 


Carried over 


L. s. th 
115 13 £4 


12 © 0 


16e 6 8 


o ditto cloathing, baggage, &c. from Sche- 


Eſtimate of the ſuppoſed expence of one year, in the quarter 
maſter general's department at Albany. 


New-York 
currency. 
260 © 0 
100 O © 
60 © o 
200 d 6 
250. 0 © 
10 0 o 
456 8 o 
go © © 
59 q::.9 
150 .0 0 
28.0: © 
300 0 © 
200 06 
120 0 0 
54 15 © 
2438 12 © 
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New-York 
currency, 
| Brought over 2438 12 0 
For one waggon maſter's pay, from 25 June to 
24 Dec. incluſive 45 15 o 
For one ſtorekeeper's wages, from 25 Dec. | 
| / to 24 June, both days incluſive = 27 $6 2 
3 For Juſtice Glen, my aſſiſtant at Schenectady, 
his pay from 25 Dec. to 24 June, both | 
incluſive, at 128. a day 109 4 0 
For Juſtice Glen's pay, from 25 June to 24. 
Dec. both incluſive, at 6s. 54 18 0 
For a clerk's pay, from 25 Dec, to 24 Dec. 
following, both incluſive 146 © 0 
For ftationary 25 oOo © 
2846 15 0 


£.2846 15s. od. New-York currency, at 


45. 8d. fterling per dollar is, fterling /. 1160 12 
(Signed.) JohN BRADSTREET, ( 
War-OrFrice, BARRINGTON. ( 
Liſbof the officers of the northern department of India ( 
affairs, under the ſuperintendancy of Sir William John. ( 
ſon, Bart. with their reſpective ſalaries, and alſo tho} ( 
appointments intended by the plan for the better manage 7 
ment of Indian affairs, &c. | 
Per Annu 
| Sir W. Johnſon, bart. ſole agent and ſuperin- 
E e &c. . FER 600 o 
George Croghan, eſq. depu gent for the | 
Onio and Weſtwa FRY 200 o Be 
Daniel Claus, efq. ditto, for Canada, cc. 200 © 
Guy Johnſon, eſq. ditto, for the middle diſtrict, 
immediately under the ſuperintendant 200 o 
Thomas Mac Key, aſſiſtant for the Ohio and 
Suſquehanna, 2 60 o Or 
Commiſſaries appointed in conſequence of the plan. Or 
Edward Cole; commiſfary at the Ilinois 200 0 Or 
= Hay, ditto, at Detroit | 200 0 Or 
Benjamin Roberts, ditto, at Niagara 150 0 8 


Carried over 18196 o 


0 
O 
O 


A. 1746, B Ar E 


Brought over 
Commiſſaries appointed in r e of the plan. 


Per Annum. 


Sterling, 
1810 © © 


Alexander Mac Ree, commitlary at fort Pitt 150 0 0 
Norman Mac Leod, ditto at Ontario 120 0 8 
Interpreters. | 
One at Ilinois 
Two at Detroit, at 8 ol. each 160 0 © 
One at Niagara | | 89 0 0 
Two at fort Pitt, one 8ol. and one at 51, 139 0 8 
One at Ontario a 0 0 
One at Michillimackinac | W & ©) 
Two in Canada, one for the Ottawa language, 
the other for the ſix Canada nations, at 5ol. 
each 7 100 © o 
Two with the ſuperintendant, at 58l. 6s. 8d. 
ſterling each for the preſent 116 13 4 
Smiths, 
One at Ilinois 
One at Michilimackinac 
One at Detroit 
Their ſalaries as yet unſettled, 
One at Niagara | 8 
One at Ontario 9 8 
One at fort Pitt 9:00 
Two, with their affiſtants, for the two Mohawk 
villages, Oneidas, Tuſcaroras, &c. at 100l. | 
each 200 © © 
Store-keeper, 231. 6s. 8d. and ſtorehouſe rent, | 
291. 3s. 4d. | 52 10 0 
| . 3299 3 4 
Beſides the foregoing, there are ſeveral commiſ- 
faries, interpreters and ſmith intended by the 
plan, which are indiſpenſably neceſſary, and 
not yet appoſnted, viz. | ES 
 Commiſſaries. 4 . 4. 
One at La Baye 2 © 0 
One at Chiccoutami, on the Saquenay river 150 0 0 
One at Michillimackinac _ 200 © © 
One at fort Halifax, Kenebec river 100.0 © 
One at fort Frederick, St. John's river 100 © © 
One propoſed at Montreal or Carillon 120 © 0 
12 Inter- 
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1 | Interpreters. 
One at La Baye | 80 o 
One at Chicoutami 72 O 
One at fort Halifax oN 
One at fort Frederick bo Q 
| Smiths, 
One at La Baye | 100 0 o 
One at Chicoutami 80 © 0 
One at Montreal or Carillon | BB 0 © 
One at fort Halifax | 8 
One at fort Frederick | 0 © 9 


Secretary for Indian: affairs (now vacant) the 

office of clerk of the city and county of Al- 

bany being ſeparated from it, ſhould be at 
_ halt - | 

Sir William Johnſon likewiſe, in his anſwer to the Lords of 
* Trade, in conſequence of the preſent extent of our Indian 
alliances, and the extraordinary expences incurred by him, 
and his three deputies, both at home and abroad, fot 
which no regular account can be made, requeſted that their 
Lordſhips would be pleaſed to procure an augmentation of i x; 
his ſalary, and an addition of 100l. fterling per annum, or 
to each of his three deputies. . 

War-OFrFice. (A true copy.) 
BARRINGTON, 


Eſtimate for repairing the church of St. Francis, at $t, 
Auguſtine's, for ſoldiers barracks, viz. \ 


4. S. d. 
To repairing the roof, and taking down the ſtee- 


ple, and roofing the ſame 14 o offi 
To building four pillars, breaking out doors, What 

and repairing the walls - 15 Q 0 
To making a floor the whole length of the 

church, workmanſhip and materials included, 

as a ſecond floor to the barrack | 78 10 o 
To building a ſtair caſe, workmanſhip and ma- 

terials included 24 12 0 
For making four partitions, ditto 23 8 0 


For 8 windows, with ſhutters, at 11. 128. per 


window | 12 16 0 
For 3 doors, at 11. 18s. per door 5 14 © 
For 44 bedſteads, at 11. 10s. per bedſtead 66 © o 


Carried over 240 © 9 


mm. „ Ar 147 
| 44 © 


Brought over 249 0 © 
or building a neceſſary houſe, workmanſhip 
and materials included 16 2 
or 900 feet of paled fence, for incloſing the 
ground belonging to the barracks 2210 © 


—.—— 


— — 


Total for repairing the church 277 


— — 


ſtimate for building five kitchens, two for the officers, and 
three for the ſoldiers, viz. 


| 4. d. 
$20 feet of ſtone work, at gl. 19s, per hundred 
feet, labour and materials included 1060 
350 feet of roofing, at 41. per hundred feet, 
workmanſhip and materials included 94 o © 
do feet of joiſts, at 11. per hundred feet 8 8 © 
doors, at 11. 28. per door 5 10 © 
windows, at Il. 2s. per window $10 © 
or making two partitions and benches for the | 
kitchens, materials included 7 10 8 
or making two wells Io 0 0 
Total for the kitchens, ſterling 233 17 © 


(Signed.) James Moncrier,, | : 
St, - Enſign of engineers. 4 
WAR-Orrick. (A true copy.) BARRINGTON, | 


timate of the expences neceſſary for the repairs of the 
of ereral yards, ſtorehouſes for the ordnance ſervice, and 
batteries at Halifax in Nova Scotia. 


The ſquare ſore for ſmall arms, Oc. 


* 4. 


[2 feet water table, t d. 2 3 © ; 
ſquare clapbparding, at 13s. 20 3 © 
ditto ſhingling, to be ripped | 
= * laid, at _ . 1 2 
ditto flooring, to be ripped, 
ſhot, and ond, at 7s. r „ 
oa feet of boards, to ſupply de- f 
feiencies in the floor O 18 © 
new ſtair to the entry 0 


— 56 10 0 


4 


Brought over 
The long ftore for ſmall arms, c. 


202 feet water table, at gd. 

38x ſquare clapboarding, to be 
ripped and new laid 

24 ſquare ſhingling, to be ripped 
and new laid, at 20s. 

1680 feet of flooring i in the gar- 
ret, ditto, at 7d. 

1260 feet of ground flooring 
joint, &c. to be taken up 

104 rods of dry ſtone wall . 
the ſommers 

2% ton of timber for new ſom- 
mers, at 1 58. 

Soo feet of joiſts, of 8 by 3 in- 
ches, for deficiencies 

Framing 1260 feet of flooring, 
at 8d. 

600 feet of boards to ſupply de- 


ficiencies 


Flooring 1260 feet of ground 


floor 
18 new window frames, at 6s. 


6 pair of hinges for the lower 


window ſhutters 
A new ſet of ramping ſkids for a 
new ſtair 


The bedding ſtore. 


10 rods of underpinning in ma- 
ſonry, at 14s. 
24 ſquare ſhingling, to be ripped 
and new laid 
- ſquare clapboarding, at 138. 
quare flooring, to be taken 
_— ſhot and relaid 
204 feet water table, at 3d. 
20 feet of boards to make up 
deficiencies 


Carried over 


PARLIAMENTARY 
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6 
26 19 © 
„ 
7 


24 0 © 
13 © 0 


A. 11 


„ 
56 10 


2 10 


S 17 


7 0 


5 12 © 
2 11 -© 


O 14 5 | 13s 
— 52 17 


— — 


194 4 


776. B E BAT E 8. 143 
5 . Ss d. 0 . d. ; 
Brought over & 5 4 32 
The laboratory. 
rods underpinning in maſonry, 
at 148. 3 10 0 
2 ſquares clapboarding, at 13s. 20 16 © 
) ditto ſhingling, to be ripped 
and new laid, at 20s. 29 0 © 

6 

o 


iree window frames and 3 pair 
of hinges, at 7s. 6d. #2 
{mall gateway y @ 


The ordnancs yard. 
do feet running of new palli- 
ſadoing, the pickets to be 16 
feet long, by q inches diame- 
ter, to be cut by the troops, 
viz, 650 palifadoes at 4+ on 
the wharf, provided the pro- 
prietors of the ground demand 
nothing for leave to cut them 12 3 9 | 
Jogging the trench, and plan- | 
ting them four feet deep, at | 
208. 6 10 © 
new gate 6 o o 


The gun tackling fore. 
emoving the ruins of the ſhed | 
about 4 10 © 
ſquares of weather boarding, 

16 3 edged 1 8 

uare clapboardin 4 0 
— King ing to be ripped 8 

and new laid 1 

160 feet of flooring to be talen f | 

up, ſhot and relaid E = 

50 feet of boards to ſupply de- | | = 

ticitences 1 


1 

The junk ſtore. | N on 

3 ſquares of clapboarding, at 
135. 


Carried ever 336 © 114 


© 144 nne 
T | 3 
Brought over | 


131 ſquares ſhingling to be rip- : 5 
ped and new laid 13 10 


9 ſquares of flooring ditto, at 
10s. 6d. 4 14 
2 new window frames, at 68. © 12 
2 rods underpinning, at 145. : 6 
The lumber yard. 
Removing 70 ſquares of fencing, 
at Js. :.- 3 10 
Digging pits for, and planting 148 
poſts ſour feet deep, at 1s. >. @ 
Boarding 70 ___ of fence of | 
new, at 3s. 10 10 0 
10 rods of maſonry in buttreſſes, ? 
at 128. 6 0 © 
— 27 $6 ( 
The artillery barracks. 
202 feet water table, at 3d., 2 © 6 
25 ſquare of clapboarding to = . 
ripped and new laid, at 14s. 17 43-0 
. 30 ſquares ſhingling, at 205. DD © 2 
— I 
Dye armourer's ſhop. * 
420 feet ranging timber, at 166. 3 7 2 
680 feet quartering ſtuff, at 5s. 1 14 © 
480 feet two-inch plank, = 
4l. 10s. 2 2 
2600 feet of boards, at 21. 58. 31 
960 clapboards, at 21. 10s. 2 1 
| 6900 ſhingles, at 10s. $4 ® 
1200 twenty-penny nails 5 © 
20lb. of ſpikes, at o 10 © 
2900 eight- penny nails o 14 6 
Chas . nails ; 029 =$ 
* 1 door © 10 0 
4 1 pair of door hinges, 3s. 6d. 
one lock 48. 89 
5 window frames, 12 ſquares | 8 
each, at 10s. 1 


Carried over 24 16 7 433 10 1 v. 


Brought over 


Workmanſhip. 


Dpening the foundation 20 
yards, at 6d. 

aſonry in the foundation, and 
under the ſommers, 7 rods, at 
128. 

\ hearth and chimney 


Carpenter's work. 


u ſquares framing, at 8s. 

q ſquare feather- edge weather 
boarding and lining 

ſquare boarding in the roof 
ſquare clapboarding, at 6s. 
ſquare ſhingling, at 5s. 

bo feet flooring ſquare joints 
with plank 

2 feet water table, at 3d. 


The governor's battery. 
» poſts and capes in the break 


water with framing, at 3s. 
ree-inch plank oak, 2950 
feet, at 71. 10s. 

lay in the break water 7809 
ditto, 289 yards, at 28. per 
yard | | 
raming 29% ſquare feather 
edge, at 108. 

emoying the remainder of 
earth and logs in the parapet 
33-350 feet, 1235 yards, at 
zd. 


ditto, 592 ditto, at 3d. 


Carried over 
Yor. VI. 


Jitto in the trapenzium 15, 969 


. 1776. „ 
| | &. +: 


24 16. 7 


o 10 © 


N vw 
han 


bu 
— 


13 9 
1 


95 13 3 


„„ 
433 10 Iz | 


1 . IT 


—_—_ 


500 10 112 


4 


* 
* 
- 


* * 
- 
46 
9 


PARLIAMENTARY _ A. 1916, 
4. TL. $50 


* Brought over 
Filling, wheeling, forming, and 
ramming earth in the new pa- 
rapet and the trapenzium, 
39, 603 feet, 1467 yards, at 
. 
Sod in facing and capping 7084 
feet, 262 yards, at 28. a yard 


14 platforms, three- inch oak 


Plank, at 3l. 10s. 
A new ſtair or ramp 


South gate battery 
South five gun battery. 


2 5 poſts and caps with framing, 


at 3s. 

Three-inch oak plank for the 
break water, 2000 feet, at 
71. 10s. | 

Clay in 1 break water 5600 
feet, 207 yards, at 28. per 
yard | 


Framing 20 ſquare feather edge, 


at 108. per ſquare 
Removing logs, &c. 
Filling, wheeling, &c. earth in 
the new. parapet 53,820 feet, 
1993 yards, at 1s. per yard 
od work in facing and caping 
4554 feet, 169 yards, at 2s. 
per yard 
9 new platforms, oak plank three 
inch, at 31. 10s. 
A new ſtair 


North fue gun battery. 


34 poſts and caps with framing, 


at 38. 


Carried oyer 


95 13 


73 7 .* 
26 4 © 


49 0 © 
S 10-2 


— 
O 
0 
0 0 


21) 10 of 


500 10 11] 


in 


1211 9 $i 


GO oa 


* 


n. DEB A 


. Brought over 


Three-inch oak plank in the 


break water, 1658 feet, at 
71. 10s. 
bi ſquare framing feather edge, 
at 10S, 
ruſt of clay in the break water 
4948 feet, 183 yards, at 28. 
emoving earth and logs from 
the parapet 11900 feet, 663 
yards, at 3d. 
Jitto in trepenzium 7697 feet, 
285 yards, at 3d. 


ling, wheeling, &c. earth in 
the new parapet and trapen- 


num, 20,151 feet, 746 yards, 
at 18. per yard 

ding in facing and capping 
3424 feet, 127 yards, at 28 
per yard | | 
patforms, at gl. 10s. 

new ſtair 


le the land reſerved for his 


Majeſty on the hill, 


D incloſe 1110 yards, with a 
litch 4 feet wide at top, 1 at 
bottom, and 3 feet deep, the 
earth to be formed into a bank 


' 


T. E S. 


424 


4 £&- «© 


S 1 0 1923-9 of 


on the inſide, at gd. per yard 41 5 


gate for ditto at the citadel 


tionary for the engineer for reports, 


ans, &c. 


tal in Halifax currency 


a 3 3 
3-40 
18 6 o 
8 5 9 
311 3 
37 6 0 
12 14 O 
17 10 © 
2 10 © 

0 
© 0 0 


125 18 8 


46 8 © 


6 O o 


4 1389 13 1s 


for incidents which cannot be foreſeen 5 231 12 24 


d total, including incidents, carried oyer, 
x621 5 34 


\ 


U 2 


— 


147 


E's * 


. | Adjourned to January 27. 


* 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 

=. 7 5. d. 

Sum total, including incidents, brought over 1621 75 
I oe "RING * 


Deduct 28 | 162 
Sum total in ſterling 1. 1459 2 9 
: | (Signed) Jonx Maxx, 1 
mu | Sub- engineer. = 
War-Orrice. (A true copy.) | 
' BARRINGTON, 
Total of the expence for one year, according 
to the preceding eſtimates 2 ( 
| ; x . In 
| | | [ 
Nees uf ee 1 
January 21, 1777. N en 
P rivate buſineſs. , [ 2} 
Eſtimates of invalids, officers' widows, &c. preſented, 
| * 


January 23. 
Not members ſufficient for a ballot. 


— January 24. 


> 


The fame. 
Faser. 


8 
* 
* 


— 


. 


A. 1777. r 149 
| * anuary 27. 

Ballot for Hindon Action. 8 
* | January 28. 
Ballot for Shafteſbury election. 
x anuary 2.9. 
A petition from the committee of the company of merchants . 
ding to Africa, being offered to be preſented to the Houſe; 
Lord North, by his Majeſty's command, acquainted the L. Nerths 
Houſe, that his Majeſty, having been informed of the, con- 

ents of the petition, recommends it to the conſideration of 

ze Houſe. 

Then the petition was brought up, and read ; ſetting forth, 

That the petitioners have laid before the Houſe an account 

the money granted for the year 1775, examined and paſſed 
2 4 the Curſitor Baron of the Exchequer, as required by an 
of 23 George II. intitled, An Act for extending 

nd improving the trade to Africa ;? and that they have in- 
reſted the money granted in 1776 for the ſupport and mainte- 
ance of the forts and ſettlements on the ſaid coaſt ; and that, 
e ſaſd forts and ſettlements having been delivered to the pe- _— 
itioners in a very bad ſtate by the Royal African Company, 7 
id the ſums annually granted by Parliament being nearly ex- | 
ended in the civil and military eftabliſhments, leaving v 
ttle for the repairs of the ſaid forts, ſeveral of them ſtill re- a 
pain in a very ruinous condition; and that the Houſe in the 
fear 1772, granted the ſum of 2400l. to finiſn the repairs of 
pe Coaſt Caſtle; but, in the progreſs of the work, the 
alls of the fort were found in ſo very decayed a ftate, and 
many defects diſcovered, that the petitioners have been 
nayoidably led into the expence of a much larger ſum, and 
be repairs of the ſaid fort ſtill remain unfiniſhed, nor can the 
titoners proceed therein until the Houſe ſhall enable them; 
d that, at the end of December 1775, the officers and ſer- 
ants in Africa had advanced for the public ſervice about 
vol. more than the petitioners have been enabled to repay 
hem; and that the ſaid officers have further advanced about | 
200l. to the inhabitants of Lagoe and Mumford, two prin- 
pal trading towns on the coaſt of Africa, in order to pre- 
rye the commerce of thoſe towns to the Britiſh Ration, 
ich advance the ſaid officers pray may be repaid them; 
ad that the expence of freight and inſurance on the goods and 
res ſent to Africa this year will amount to near 10001. ex- 
ordinary; and that the petitioners, being ſenſible of the 
eat regard ſhewn by the Houſe for the Britiſh forts and ſet- 
Vor. VL | A dilements 
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tlements on the coaſt of Africa, therefore pray the Houſe 
take the premiſes into conſideration, and grant fuch ſum fo 
the neceflary ſupport and maintenance of the fad forts a 
ſettlements, for repaying the officers and ſervants the ſeve 
ſums of money advanced by them, and likewiſe for the 
pairs ftill wanted, as ſhall ſeem meet.” | 1 
Ordered, that the ſaid petition do lie upon the table. 
Earl Nugent obſerved, that the preſent ſtate of the Afric: 
Company called for, particular attention; that regular de 
mands were made every year in parliament, for grants to dt 
fray the civil eſtabliſhment ; beſides particular ones, for d 
repairs of fortifications, &c. that certainly it was an objet 
worthy of enquiry, to know how the money granted was e 
pended z yet he could not recommend ſuch an enquiry to pa 
hament, in the preſent ſtate of public affairs, when he 
lected what happened on a former occaſion. In the ye 
1775, the ſame doubts exifted 5 a committee was appointe 
and employed a great part of that ſeffion, it was a tedious 2 
fair, and anſwered very little purpoſe. He could not, then 
fore, think of proceeding in the ſame manner now, parti 
larly, as it might be ſuppoſed that matters of much p 
conſequence would call for the attention of parliament. C 
theſe general grounds he moved, © That an humble addreſs 
preſented to his Majefty, that he will be pleaſed to give dirt 
tions, that the Board of trade may enquire into the preſ 
. of the African company.” 
Mr. A. Mr. A. Bacon. was of the fame opinion, and that it w 
Bates, neceſſary that the grant ſhould precede any inquiry in t 
Houſe. | "x 
Mr, Vins, Mr. Vyner faid he well remembered the time alluded toi 
J 1 
the noble Lord, and the Hon. Gentleman. He recollec ſn 
ſeveral curious particulars of the company, fending out brie 
is or ſtones to erect the fortifications ; yet, by the accounts, 
was ſorry to find, as well as by the petition, that the ftoi 
or bricks were ſo rotten, that inſtead of repaiting the fort 
-cations'of Cape Coaſt caſtle, they were in ſo ruinous a co 
dition, that they muſt be pulled down, and rebuilt from 
very foundation. e 5 
Mr. Caf. Nur. Gaſtoyne ſpoke againſt the conduct of the Afﬀrie Vu 
h, company; and concluded that the grants ot Parliament 
ſwered no one ſubſtantial purpoſe, but that of eftablifhing 
monopoly. The addreſs was agreed to; and the petit 
_ *oxdered to lie upon the table. 5 | 
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1 - FTanuary 30. 
1 Decollation of Cilund L a ont; 
'. February 1. : 
No debate, Adjourned to February 3. | 
eg | February 3. 
No debate, | „ 
1 February 4. 
The fame, 3 
| February 5. 
The ſame, | 
February 6. 


A bill for enabling the commifſioners for executing the of- 
fice of Lord High, Adiniral of Great Britain to grant com- 
miſſions or letters of marque to the commanders of private 
ſhips and veſſels, to take and make prize of all ſhips or veſſels, 
4 855 cargoes, belonging to, or poſſeſſed by, any of the 
inhabitants of the colonies of New Hampfhire, Maſſachu- 
ſet's Bay, Rhode Iſland, Connecticut, New Vork, New 
1 Penſylvania, the three lower counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia, for a time to be limited, was this day read a. third 
time, paſſed, and carried to the Lords. | 
5 There were no debates on this bill, in any ſtage of its paſſing. 


Lord North got up and ſaid, that having a matter of ſome 
importance to communicate to the Houſe, he could wiſh their 
attention for a few minutes; - it was upon a buſineſs which 
ought not to come detailed before ſo thin a Houle, but there 
would be ſeveral ſtages of the buſmets which would give op- 
chip for ample diſcuſſion---the thing, was this ;---there 
ave been, during ned vs war in America, many prifoners 
made, who were in actual commiſſion of the crime of high- 
treaſon ; and, there are perſons, at preſent, guilty of that 
crime, who may be taken, but perhaps for want of evidence 


milar occaſions of rebellion, or danger of invaſion from 
abroad, to enable the King to ſeize OY perſons ; he 
e Mould not be thought to hint at any neceffity of truſting mi- 
Jiſters at preſent with ſuch a power in general; indeed, the 
mes are different; we are very far from having any rebellion 
Wat home ; and as to an invaſion, we have not the leaſt pro- 
pect of it ;---for theſe reaſons, it is not meant to aſł the full 
ower, uſual upon former occaſions of rebellion, But as the 
hy ſtands, rhey were well informed, that it is not poflible at 

5 5 ä preſent, 
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Ld. Norths 


cannot be kept in gaol. That it has been cuſtomary upon fi- 


5 1 


Majefty to ſecure and detain perſons charged with, or ſuſpee 


Heſſian chaſſeurs now in his ſervice in America, ſhould h 


neſcs the reigning Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, furniſhed wid 


from the day of the fignature of this convention; but as th 
number of men ſtipulated is not yet entirely collected, th 
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preſent, officially to apprehend the moſt ſuſpected perſot 
Another circumſtance 1s, the perſons made priſoners from the 
rebels, and alſo in the act . on the high ſeas; x 
preſent, they can be legally confined only to the commo 
gaols, which would be entirely impracticable. It is neceſ 
ſary for the Crown to have a power of confining them lik 
other priſoners of war. Theſe and ſome other matters ſhoul 
be attended to in the bill he purpoſed moving, which wi 
this : . 

% That leave be given to bring in a bill, to enable bi 


ted of the crime of high treaſon committed in America, off 
on the high ſeas, or the crime of piracy.” | 
Leave was given accordingly. 


This day Lord North preſented to the Houſe, the following 
convention between his Majeſty and the Landgrave of Hell 
Caſſel : | | 
Tranſlation of a convention between his Majefty and th 


Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel; concluded and figned at Caſ 
the 11th day of December 1776. iS | 


- HIS Britannick Majeſty having defired that the corps off, 


augmented, his miniſter plenipotentiary, Colonel Willian 
Faucitt, and the Baron Martin Erneſt de Schlieffen, Miniſtry 
of State, and Lieutenant General of his moſt ſerene High 


the full powers of their reſpective maſters, have agreed upo 
what follows : | . 

I. The corps of chaſſeurs, including thoſe already uM. 
America, ſhall be augmented to 1067 men, inſtead of 20 
men, of which it at preſent conſiſts ; in the room of tw 
companies of which it is now compoſed, fix ſhall be formed 
Ave of which ſhall ſerve on foot, and one on horſeback, oWone 
the footing of huſſars. His Majeſty ſhall cauſe them to b. 
provided with horſes and forage. His Moſt Serene Highnet 


mall equip them with every thing neceſſary beſides, for tht 


ſervice on horſeback. ES], 
2. The pay of the chaſſeurs, as well foot as horſe, ſh: 


be higher than that which his Majeſty allows to the Hefhat 
infantry, in the-ſame proportion as it was during the laſt wa 
* 


— 


he ſaid pay for the new augmentation, ſhall commen 


my * 


deficiency 
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onWdeficiency ſhall not be paid for but in proportion as the men 


te ſhall be enliſted according ta the returns, which ſhall be made 


with the utmoſt exaQneſs, and duly certified. 

4. This augmentation ſhall be compoſed only of experien- 
ced chaſſeurs, all well trained markſmen; and if it is not 
poſſible to find the number demanded, of theſe ſkilful markſ- 
men, his Majeſty will content himſelf with a leſs number, 
nther than accept of men not having the dexterity requiſite 
and although it is impoffible to fix exactly the time in which 
iis augmentation may be entirely compleated, ſeeing that 


and that they muſt be engaged in the neighbouring countries, 
tis promiſed that all that is poſſible ſhall be done, in order 
o aſſemble them in a very ſhort time, and to cauſe them to 
narch without delay for their deſtination, 8+ 

5. Every thing that has lately been agreed upon in the treaty 
f the 15th of January, in the preſent year, with reſpect to 
ie corps of Heſſian troops in general, now in his Majeſty's 
Wcrvice, ſhall extend to this new augmentation of the corps 
f chafſeurs ; the ſubſidy ſhall be proportionably augmented, 
rty crowns banco per head, levy' money, ſhall be paid for 
te companies of foot, and forty-five crowns banco per head, 
hall be paid for the troop of horſe, as their equipage is a 
eat deal more expenſive. | | 

b. This convention ſhall be ratified by the High contrac- 
ug parties, and the ratifications thereof ſhall be exchanged 

ſoon as poſſible. hs 
In teſtimony whereof, we, the underſigned, being furniſhed 
ith the full powers of 3 the King of Great Bri 
a, on the one part, and his Moſt Serene Highneſs, the 
ging Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, on the other part, have 


meal arms to be athxed thereto. | 
„ "Wone at Caſſel, this 11th of December, in the year 1776. 


o William Favceir, MARTIN ERNEST de 


N 
hn SCHLIEFFEN. 
r thi Be 


Eſtabliſhment of the whole corps of chaſſeurs. 


ſh; 
ans: | LT 4A FR 
WY Colonel. | 1005 | 
FI 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 

* W Major | 1 


? 
1encm 


x Adjutang 


Heſſe alone has not ſo many of theſe chaſſeurs by profeſſion, 


ned the preſent convention, and have cauſed the ſeals of 


.£ a 
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Adjutant. 
: Auditor. 
Quarter-maſter Major. 
Surgeon- major. 
Armourer and his aiſtant, | 
Farrier. | 
Aſſiſtant ſadler. 
Waggop-maſter, 
. for the waggon with the bs 


4 wi 4 by Dot bod 4 


_ 


Servant for the Waggen with the medici 
cheſt. 
Provoſt and his ſervant. 


Total of the ſtaff. 8 
One Troop of Horſe, 


Captain and his ſervant. 

Lieutenants and their ſervants. 
Second Lieutenants and their ſervants, 
. Serjeants. 

Quarter -maſters. 

Corporals. 

Surgeon. 

Trumpeters. 

Chaſſeurs. 


Servant for the ammunition . 4 


»» 


J 
| 


— 
v 


KA 


1 


00 0 


"= 
G 


— — 


179 Total of 1 troop of horſe, 


One Company of Foot. 


Captain and his ſervant. 
Lieutenant and his ſervant. 

Second Lieutenant and his ſervant. 
Serjeants. 

Fourier. 

Maſter of Arms. 

Corporals. 

Surgeon. | 

French horns. 

Chaſſeurs. 


Servant for the ammunition carriage. 


b * 
% 0e 


9 


— 
Un 
* 0 


175 Total of one company of foot. 
1% Carried over 


4.1777. 
Bro. over 175 


0 


262 


* 
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Total of one company of foot. 
of four others. 


of one troop of horſe, 
- of the ſtaff. 


1067 Total of the whole corps of chaſſeurs. 


N O E. 
Of chis corps there is now already in America. 
Captains. 
Lieutenants. 


Second Lieutenants. 
Quarter-maſter Major. 


Non-commiſſioned officers. 


Surgeons. 


French horns. 

Chaſſeurs. 

Servant for the waggon with the military 
cheſt. 


Servants for the ammunition carriages. 


Officers ſervants. 


Total of the corps now in America. 


Therefore the new augmentation confiſts of 


by 5 
1 


+ 


* 6 


Colonel and Captain. 


Licutenant-Colonel and Captain. 


Major and Captain. 
Adjutant. 

Captain. 

Licutenants. 

Second Lieutenants. 
Auditor. 

Surgeon Major. 
Non-commiſſioned officers. 
Surgeons. 

Trumpeters. 


French horns. 


Chaſſeurs. a 
Armourer and his affiſtant. 


Farrier. 


Carried over 784 
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Bro. over 784 e 
1 Aſſiſtant ſaddler. 

- | I Waggon-maſter. _ Ger 

1 for the waggon, with the medicine 

cheſt. | 8 

Servants with the ammunition carriages. 
Officers ſervants. 
Provoſts and their ſervants. 


2 , 
ND 0D + 


805 Total of the new augmentation. - 
Total 1067 heads. LE” 

5 February 7. 
L4. George Lord George Germain preſented to the Houſe the followin 

Sermain. bill | | 9885 . 

3 A bill to empower his Majeſly to ſecure and detain perſons chargd 
with, or ſuſpefled of, the crime of high treaſon committed is 
North America, or on the high ſeas, or the crime of piracy. 


6 Whereas a rebellion and war have been openly an 
traitorouſly levied and carried on in certain of his Majeſty! 

. colonies and plantations in America, and acts of treaſon au 
piracy have been committed upon the ſhips and goods of h 
Majefty's ſubjects; and many perſons have been ſeized aua 
taken, who are. expreſsly charged or ſtrongly ſuſpected o 
ſuch treaſons and felonies, and many more fach perſons mae“ 
be hereafter ſo ſeized and taken: pr | 
& And whereas ſuch perſons have been or may be brough 
into this kingdom, and into other parts of his Majeſty's doin: 
minions ; and it may be inconvenient in many ſuch caſes 
proceed forthwith to the trial of ſuch criminals, and at tf Ac 
ſame time of evil example to ſuffer them to go at large : 
& Beit therefore enacted by the King's moſt excellent M. 
jeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the Lords dpi 
ritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent Parl 
ment aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, that: 
and every perſon or perſons, who have been or ſhall hereaftdſe a 
be ſeized or taken in the act of high treaſon, committed eſen 
any of the colonies, or on the high ſeas, or in the act of p 
racy, or who are or ſhall be charged with, or ſuſpeCted ( 
the ſaid crimes, and who have been or ſhall be committed ff T 
the ſaid crimes, or either of them, or for ſuſpicion of then 
or either of them, in any part of his Majeſty's dominion hf. 
to the common gaol, or any other place of confinement ſpf wer. 
'cially appointed for that purpoſe, by warrant under * 01 
2 ** hats, + 2 je N Seq 
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Wfty's ſign manual, by any magiſtrate having competent au- 
uch perſons to the place ſo to be appointed) all and every 
uch perſon and perſons ſhall and may be thereupon ſecured 
nd detained in ſafe cuſtody without bail or mainprize, until 
3 1 . #46 \. and that 
o judge or juſtice of peace ſhall. bail or try any ſuch perſon 
r perſons, without order from his Majeſty's moſt honoura- 
le Privy Council, ſigned by of the ſaid Privy 
duncil, until the ſaid any law, ſtatute, 
r uſage, to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding, 
6c 


hat this act ſhall continue and be in force until the ſaid 
| and no longer,” 


alling out the militia of the kingdom, without the conſent 
{ Parliament, and the immenſe armament we have on foct, 
th by land and ſea, ſufficient to anſwer every end of go- 
ernment, in bringing back the Americans to their allegiance, 
ithout the dangerous, and at this time inexpedient meaſure, 
f attacking the grand Palladium of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
e freedom of men's perſons ; and he conſidered it as the laſt 
gorous ſtep effectually to prevent all poſſibility of a recon- 
lation between the colonies and the mother-country. 
The queſtion however was put for the ſecond reading, and 
malic Speaker declared the ayes had it; but it was replied, the 
es had it; when Mr. Dunning aroſe and prevented a divi- 
gon; by moving that a bill of ſuch importance ſhould be 
inted, and the ſecond reading put off to the 10th, which 


agreed to. 


t U Adjourned to February the 10th. 

: „„ | February 10. | | 

MA petition“ of the governors, bailiſ,, and commonalty, 
dp the company of conſervators of the Great Level of the 
arl\Mens, and of the ſeveral perſons whogg names are there- 
at Mato ſubſcribed, owners of free lang, within the Mid- 
cafe and South Levels, part of the ſala Great Level, was 
55 Welented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, that the 
19 ä 8 3 | 
ed —— — — —— 


ed “ Though it is. not uſual to inſert in this work -the petitions of 
then vate perſons, for encloſing, &c. yet the matter of this petition 
nion wugh partly local) is of ſuch a magnitude, as to make it a public 
dcern, T0 18 163 | 15 * 


Fe. VE < niooes rs t | .*-- Great 


ority in that behalf (who is hereby authoriſed to commit 


nd be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
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n Fohnſtone, eſq. faid, that he thought the power of a, 2. 


their eourſe through the ſame to the outſails into the ea 


third part of the whole, for draining the fame, of whi 


-terruptions, the works by them made being fallen into d 
"Cay, ſo that the intended benefit to the public had been in 
great meaſure prevented, in 1649, William earl of Bedfon 


* * | 
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Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, is a y; 
of that great plain which extends into, and is bounded h 
the counties of, Northampton, Norfolk, Suffolk, Lincolt 
Cambridge, and Huntingdon, containing upwards of 300,09 
ares; and that the rain and ſpring-waters that fall on 
iſſue out of the greateſt part of the above counties, and al 
from parts of the counties of Buckingham, Hertford, a0 
x, together with the downfall on the plain itfelf, havi 


Lyan and Wiſbich, did for ages overflow and drown f 
fame, inſomuch that no advantage redounded therefrom t 
"mankind, but river fiſh, water fowl, and reeds ; and th 
Francis earl of Bedford, after many fruitteſs attempts 
others, actuated by principles of public ſpirit, did, in 
ſixth year of king Charles the Firſt, undertake the great a 
public work of draining the ſame, as appears by a law! 
ſewers made at a ſeſſions of ſewers held on the thirteenth d 
of January: in that year, at King's Lynn in Norfolk; a 
that, by the faid law, the earl and his adventurers were | 
receive from the proprietors 95,000 acres, being nearly 


95,000 acres, - when drained, '55,000 acres to be adjudged 
the carl and his adventurers, 2s a confideration for havi 
drained the whole, and the reſidue thereof, being 40,00 
"acres, were to remain as a fund, from the annual profits 
which the works for draining were to be ſupported and mai 
tained ; and that the ſaid earl and his adventurers made 
good progreſs therein, with expence of great and. vaſt fun 
of money, and ſo far proceeded as that the greateſt part 
the ſaid 95,000 acres was divided by twenty lots and ſha 
amongſt the ſaid Francis earl of Bedford and his adventury 
and their afhgns, and 40, ooo acres, part of the ſaid 95,0 
acres, ſet out and ſpecifically alloted for the maintenance a 
preſervation of the works; and that, by reaſon of ſome it 


bis ſon, and the adventurers, applied to the then Parliameſſ 0 
ſittt. Weſtminſter, who, by an act of that year, ſetu . 
forth, that the ſaid Great Level, by reaſon of freque kie 
.overtlowing of the rivers Welland, Nene, Grant, Ou 05 
Brandon, Mildenhall, and Stoke, have been of ſmall al * 
uncertain profit, but (if drained) may be improved 4 n 
made profitable, and of great advantage to tlie comma th 


3 weal 
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ealth, and to the particular owners, commoners, and in- 
hitants, and be fit to bear coleſeed and rapeſeed in great 
ondance, which is of fingular uſe to make ſoap and oils 
Within this nation, to the advancement of the trade of cloath- 


lage to be ſown with corn and grain, and for hemp and 
Jax in great quantity, by making all ſorts of linen cloth and 
xrdage for ſhipping within this nation, which will encreaſt 


jill relieve the poor by ſetting them on work, and will 
pany other ways redound to tho great advantage and ſtrength- 
ning of the nation,” thereby gave ſuch powers to the earl 
Bedford and his participants, as were neceflary for com- 


a of ſewers, made at King's Lynn, in the ſixth; year of 
is late Majeſty king Charles the Pirk, excepting that, by 
be ſaid act, inſtead of 40,000 acres being ſpeciſically al- 
ted for the maintenance of the works, the whole 95,000 


M were, made liable to 4 tax for the ſaid purpoſe; and that 
m the time the land in the ſaid Great Level was adjudged 


to the adventurers, the ſaid 95,000 acres, liable to a perpe- 
tual tax for draining, have been called or known by the name 
Wet Adventure Land, and the remainder, being double that 
quantity, and not liable to be taxed for the general works of 
dajning, called the Free lands; and that hoth the ſaid Ad- 
renture Lands and Free Lands are equally hable to be over- 
born, lying intermixed, and nearly on the fame level; and 

that, by none of the laws of ſewers, or acts of parliament 
rein ſtated, hath any tax or toll been laid on the navigation 
rough the ſazd Great Level, for any damage done to the 
great river banks or other works by horſes haling thereon, by 
means whereof the navigation is in general carried on; and 
that, by an act paſſed in the 15th year of king Charles the 


Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, in part ſtating 
nel de law of ſewers made at King's Lynn, in the 6th year of 
tial Charles the Firſt, as alſo the act of 1649, and that William 
gel earl of Bedford, fon and heir of earl Francis; with divers of 


pull bis adventurers and participants, had proceeded in the com- 


A P{cating and finiſhing of the ſaid works, but that the: ſame 

could not be preſerved without conſtant care, great charge, 

off and orderly government; it was therefore (amongſt other 

un kings) enaRted, that the faid —_ earl of Bedford, and 
; | WIE = wa” a 6115 


the 


g and ſpinning of wool, and much of it will be improved 
to good paſture for feeding and breeding of cattle, and for 


WanufaQtures, commerce, and trading, at home and abroad, 


leating and continuing the ſaid work on the plan of the 


Second, intituled, An act for ſettling the draining. of the 


159 
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the adventurers and participants of the ſaid earl Francis a 
earl William, their bein and aſſigns, ſhould be a body pol 
tic and corporate in deed and name, and have ſucceſſion fo 
ever, by the name of the governor, bailiffs, and common 
ty, of the company of conſervators of the Great Level hat 
the Fens; and the governor, bailiffs, and conſervators of i ne 
ſaid corporation, were thereby empowered to lay taxes on i 11g 
: 05,000 acres (12,000 acres whereof had been deſigned au the 
intended for his late majeſty king Charles the Firſt, and h 
been ſer forth and allotted by bounds in ſeveralty) for the fup 
port, maintenance, and preſervation of the ſaid Great Leye 
and to levy the ſame with penalties for non-payment, and d 
all other things in order to the ſupport, maintenance, ant 
preſervation of the ſaid Great Level, and works, mad tha 
and to be made, 'in ſuch manner as therein 1s mentioned 
and the faid-- governor, bailiffs, and conſervators, wt 
thereby enabled and empowered to uſe and exerciſe t 
power and authority of commiſſioners of ſewers withiycre 
the ſaid Great Level of the Fens, and of the works mad 
or to be made, without the ſaid Great Level, for con 
veying the waters of the ſaid Great Level by convenient outMai t 
falls to the fea ; and the ſaid corporation was thereby em 
powered, from time to time, to erect new works, within Mere 
without the ſaid Great Level, for conveying the waterſWh:; 
thereof by convenient outfalls to the ſea; and that, by ano Ce 
ther act made in the 2oth year of the ſaid king, intitule 
An act for the taxing and aſſeſſing of the lands of the adh ene. 
turers within the Great Level of the Fens, it was enzcted om 
that 83, ooo acres, parcel of the ſaid 95,000 acres, ſhould 
from time to time, be taxed and aſſeſſed by a gradual achte. 
tax of different ſorts and values of land; and to the end 
the ſaid 83,000 acres might be more equally taxed by a grad 
acre tax, certain perſons in the ſaid act named were aper: 
pointed ſurveyors and valuers of the ſaid 83, ooo acres; an 
were within a time limited by the ſaid act to digeſt the fa 
83, ooo acres, into a number of ſorts and degrees not unde 
the number of ſeven ſorts and degrees, and to rate and tar 
ſuch degrees, and digeſt the ſame into ſchedules in writin Mic; 
and make returns thereof upon their oaths into the Fe 
Office, in ſuch manner as by the ſaid act was preſcribed 
and the ſaid 12,000 acres, reſidue of the ſaid 95,009 ' acres 
were to be rated and taxed by a medium of the tax at whid 
the ſaid 83;000 acres were taxed ; and that, in purſuance off 
the ſaid act, the ſaid/83,000 acres were valued and. ſet otic 
into eleven torts or degrees of land, to be rated and taxed ii 
f | | | | man 
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per acre on the firſt ſort of la 
ol ſecond fort, and ſo enereaſing four-pence upon every ſort, 


the degrees and proportions thereby ſet out and allotted, and' 
the ſaid 12,000 acres at a medium of ſuch tax; and that, at 
a court of the ſaid corporation, held the ioth day of March, 
1697, the ſaid corporation declared, that the ſaid Great 
Level ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by the ſeveral names of the 
North Level, Middle Level, and South - Level ;- and that all 
that part of the ſaid 95, oo0 acres that lies on the north fide 
of Moreton's Leame, and ſouth fide of Welland's River, 
ſhould be accounted that part of the 95,000 acres lying with- 
in the North Level; and all that part of the ſaid 95, ooo 
nWcres that lies on the north fide of Old Bedford River, 
aden the ſouth fide of Moreton's Leame, was that part of 
onthe 95,000 acres belonging to the Middle Level; and that 


due that part of the ſaid 95,000 acres that lies on the ſouth _ 


eme of Old Bedford River, was that part of the ſaid 95,000 


n offkcre: belonging to the South Level; and that, by an act 


teſtheged in the twenty-ſeventh year of his late majeſty king 
mobeorge the Second, intituled, An act for diſcharging the 
ledgtorporation of the governor, bailiffs, and — 'of 
ente company of conſervators of the Great Level of the Fens, 
 lifrommonly called Bedford Level, from a debt due to the duke 
ul Bedford and earl of Lincoln; and for enabling the pro- 
*rictors of lands in the North Level, part of the ſaid Goin 


'"Wevel, to raiſe money to diſcharge the proportion of the 


ua North Level in the debts of the ſaid corporation, and 
er aſcertaining and appropriating the taxes to be laid on the 
and North Level, and for the more effectual draining and 
'clerving the ſaid North Level, and divers lands adjoining 
ncelereto, in the manor of Crowland ; it was (amongſt other 
| tains) enacted, that the ſaid North Level, and the reve- 


tines thereof, ſhould be freed and diſcharged from all debts 


Feen owing by the ſaid corporation (except the ſum of 1$06/. 
bed Wir the rajting of which, provifion was made by the ſaid act) 
creo that the ſaid North Level, or the revenues thereof, thould 
ebe liable to the payment of any debts which ſhould at any 


ce of © thereafter be contracted or borrowed by the ſaid corpo- 
OL ition, for, or on account of the ſaid Middle and South 
d ievels, or either of them, and that the ſaid _— _ 


n manner following, that is to ſay, for a ſingle tax four pence 
„ eight-pence per acre on the 


the ele venth ſort to be taxed at 3s. 8d. per acre, which va- 
luations were returned into the Fen-Office, as by the ſaĩd laſt- 
mentioned act was directed, and the ſaid 83,000 acres have 
always ſince been taxed by a gradual acre tax, according to 
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South Levels, or either of them, or the revenues thereof, 
ould not be liable to the payment of any debt borrowed by 
the. ſaid corporation, for or upon account of the ſaid North 
Level; and that, under the ſajd acts, and the powers there. 
by given, the governor, bailiffs, and conſervators, have laid W: 
out great ſums of money, ariſing from taxes poſed on, il; 
and raiſed by, the owners of adventure lands; and that, in H. 
the progres of ſuch taxation, ſome of the adventure lands . 
have been ſo high taxed, in properuen to their values, that WM, 
the owners have, at times, abandoned the ſame, thinking it I 
more for their intereſt to give vp all property therein, than i, 
to retain the ſame by payment of the taxes, inſomuch that lj. 
nearly one ſixth part of the whole hath been, at different WM. 
times, abandoned, and no taxes paid for the ſame, to the n 
eat loſs of the adventurers z and that, from this cauſe, the 
ccroaſc of the value of money, the increaſe of the value of 
labour, and materials neceſſary for carrying on and fupport, 
ing their works, and from other cauſes, they have been 
* dbliged, for the maintenance and fupport. of the works of 
draining, beſides the taxes fo expended, to contract a con, 
| fderable debt; and that, from the late improvements in agi. 
culture in the inland counties, and thoſe which ſurround th 
Great Level, the downfall is conveyed to the ſeveral brookiffih,. 
in the highlands, which eommunicate with the rivers ; and. 
that, by the great number of new turnpike roads in the (ag 
counties, and the amendments of the highways in general... 
great quantities of water are conveyed into the rivers, om 
greateſt part of which waters before ſtagnated where the bod 
fell, and were partly carried off by the fug and winds, and 
partly ſoaked into the earth, but are now conveyed, and he 
their courſe through the Great Level to ſea; and that itt 
" tammerce on the rivers running through the Great Level lh; 
of late years greatly increaſed ; and that the burden offi 
the barges and lighters, navigating through the ſame, 
alſo the horfes haling the faid barges and lighters, are uu 
ereaſed in their number and fize, by means wherealh. 
the banks on which they hale, containing upwards h 
ly damaged, for which no - compenſation is, or g re 
hath been made for more than a century, to the gover nas 
bailiffs, and conſervators; and that numbers of large engl! 
or mills have, within the laſt thirty. years, been erected ii 
throwing the waters of the fens into the rivers, which, thro; 
ing great quantities of the moor which comes into the 1 
drains diſſolved by the water, as well as the ſaid water, in 
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. the rivers, hath occaſioned the beds of the ſaid rivers to grow 


b„ MW ip, and hath much decreaſed the depth of the fattie ; and 


chat there have, within theſe: few years, been made two new 
n navigations, one from Thrapſton to Northampton, by widens 
„Jing and deepening the Nene, the other from Bigglefwade 
id into the Ouſe, through the river Ivell, and by means of the 
u aid navigations, the floods are greater in quantity, more 
rapid in their .progreſs to the Great Level, and raiſe the was 
ters therein to a greater height than was formerly known; 
and that, from the cauſes above ſtated, and others, the 
works already made are now inſufficient for carrying the 
waters through and off the Great Level; and that the ſame 
s continually liable to be overflowed, and the great river 


and ſtrengthening, and will, from time to time, require great 
ſums for the continuing them in a proper ſtate to preſerve 
the Great Level from being overflowed, as alſo to furniſh 
proper haling ways for the navigators through the ſaid rivers, 
and other confiderable works are ſtill wanting for the preſer- 
fation of the ſame; and that the petitioners apprehend, that 
he loſs of the great river banks, and in conſequence the toſs 
df the whole level, will be attended, in a great meaſure, 
ith the loſs of the navigation through the ſame, from the 
ers of Kings Lynn and Wiſbich, into Northamptonfhire, 
edfordſhire, ,Cambri! N Huntingdonſhire, Norfolk, 
Wd Suffolk, inſomuch that the expence of carrying on the 
ame, after fuch melancholy event ſhall have happened, will, 
om the hazard and diffeul thereof, raiſe the price of 
"Woods and merchandize carried into the inland counties to a 
nuch greater height than any toll that may be now laid fot 
e preſervation of the ſame can do, and. alto be attended 
nth a total loſs of all their great and important national 
bets particularized in the preamble above ſet forth to the 
of 1649, many of which are the great ſources of com- 
derce to thoſe who at preſent carty on the ſaid navigation, 
r that, when the ſaid banks are deſtroyed, all the haling 
Ways will be loſt, and the water flowing at large over the 
hole level will cauſe the beds of the rivers, for want of a 
oper ſcower, in a great meaſure to grow up; and, not be- 

Ws reftrained, take from the ports of Lynn and Wiſbech 
bat back water, by the reftraint of Which within its banks, 
dd the velocity thereby given it, theſe ſeyeral harbours are 
t open and preferved to the degree they at preſent are; 

dd that, if all the works of the 1aid Great Level ſhould be 

3 25 ſuffered 


banks in ie want deepening, repairing, heightening, - 
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ſuffered to go to a total decay, four times the ſum which 
will now preſerve it will ſcarcely be ſufficient to recover the 
ſame; =} that the petitioners, having exerted every mean 
in their power for the preſervation. of the ſaid Level, and 
finding it impoſſible to proceed therein, did publicly. adver- 
tiſe a meeting of the country at Ely, to take 1nto-confidera- 
tion the diſtreſſed ſtate of the {aid Lerele, ariſing from the 
cauſes and facts herein by the petitioners ſtated ; and that, 
in conſequence thereof, a meeting was held at the - Shire 
Hall in Thy the 3d day of November, 1774 ; and ſever 
ſubſequent meetings have been ſince had, purſuant” to public 
adyertiſements, as well at the Fen Office in the Inner Tem: 
ple, London, as at the Shire Hall in Ely aforefaid, for that 
| Purpoſe ; and it hath at ſuch meetings been deemed expe- 
dient and neceſſary, that application ſhould be made to par- 
liament, for impoſing a temporary tax, to be continued for 
5 years, on the free lands within the ſaid Middle and 
South Levels; and alſo for a further tax, for the like time, 
on ſuch, parts of the ſaid 95,000 acres of adventurers lands a 
Ilie within the ſaid Middle and South Levels; and likewik 
for impoſing and collecting tolls, or tonnage, on good 
which ſhall be navigated in the ſaid levels, in order, by 
thoſe means, to raiſe neceſſary additional funds, as well fo 
Nan and improving the drainage, as the navigations oi 
he faid leyels; and therefore praying, that leave may b 
given to bring in a bill, for preſerving the drainage of thi 
Nude and South Levels, and the ſeveral navigations througl 
the ſame; and for impoſing taxes on the lands within th 
aid levels, and laying tolls on goods conveyed by the Tai 
navigations, in order to raiſe further neceſſary funds. fo 
khat purpoſe.“ i of | ET. 
Onder of the day; the ſecond reading of the bill to em 
power his Majefty to ſecure and detain perſons charged with 
or ſuſpected of, the crime of high treaſon, committed i 
America, or on the high ſeas, or the crime of piracy. 
| 2. Jeb Fobn Johnstone, eſq. ſaid, this meafure would encrcaſe th 
we, cg. animoſity between the ewo countries, of Great Britain an 
America, The confinements, commitments, maſſacres, an; 
the whole train of conſequences which would ariſe from ſud: 
a {yſtem of puniſhment, revenge, and retaliation, probabl 
on bath ſides of the Atlantic, he ſaid, filled his mind i 
horror and anxiety : add to this, the total ſuſpenſion of al 
the great functions of the conſtitution, ſeemingly pro tempo: 
and for particular purpoſes ; but which, by the ſame influf 
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the ice, might be extended to any duration, and directed to 


ans ay purpoſe, gave a complexion to the whole, of the moſt 


and Hark, deſpotic, arbitrary, cruel, and diabolical colour. By 
er · Nie preſent bill, no man, he contended, would be exempt, 
ta · Nrer innocent, peaceable, dutiful, and loyal, from being 
the Werificed at the ſhrine of the bloody miniſterial mandate; 
dat, Whether in America or Britain, it was all the ſame; whether 
ure Wuilty, or not guilty, he lay not only at the mercy of his 


era rate enemies, but of every tool in office, from the 


blic gheſt to the loweſt. The wide circuit of the human mind 


em Nas not more various and extenſive than man's ſuſpicions, 


that Wor more numerous than the motives which provoke him to 


pe · ublic oppreſſion and private ill. Bad, however, as the bill 
ar- Nas, and big with miſchief, he would reſt contented in ſome 
forſpeaſure, if miniſters would pledge themſelves for the due per- 


mance. of what the title and preamble of the bill ſeemed 
viouſly to import. 5 2 

Mr. 2 

ouſe in debating the bill upon legal grounds; for where 


poſes a rule, which, while it preſcribes a mode of conduct, 
ſpecting either the public or individuals, defines the offence, 


ion, but more particularly the meaſure and quantity of 
e puniſhment. What does this bill ſay ? No crime is im- 
we, no examination of innocence or criminality is to 
low, The puniſhment is inflifted, in the firſt inſtance, 


by man may be ſuſpected; but his guilt or innocence are 


ade into either, as long as the preſent bill continues in 
Gr. 
He confeſſed there were times, in which it had been found 


particular, were the two late moſt unnatural-and unpro- 
ked rebellions in Scotland: but then there was a neceſſity 
ed. That neceſſity was not denied; it was, indeed, no- 
rious: but would any man ſay, that was the caſe at pre- 
Wt ? Is there a rebellion within the kingdom? Is there a Pre- 

nder claiming the crown as his legal and conſtitutional in- 
ritance; and that at the expence of both our civil and re- 
bious rights---the very eſſence, as well as the form of our 
Paſtitution? No fuch thing: the idea is ridiculous, Are 
Vor. VI. Z | „ 


ere was no reaſon or juſtice, there could be no law. Law 


Wnexes the puniſhment, and, beſides, ſpecially provides and 
res all the intermediate ſteps between the charge and con- 


the ground of mere ſuſpicion. A man may be ſuſpected; 


ttirely out of the queſtion ; no enquiry whatever is to be 


uremely ' neceſſary to ſuſpend the habeas corpus act; ſuch, 
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unning ſaid, he would not take up the time of the Mr. Du#- 


ning. 
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we, on the other hand, afraid that the people of Ameri 
will paſs the Atlantic on a bridge, and come over and con- 
uer us? and that their partizans he in ambuſh about Brent 
ord or Colnbrook ? That, it may he preſumed, will be hard 
ly contended, even in the preſent rage for aſſertion without 
proof, and concluſion without argument. No; this bill, | 
lainly perceive, has been manufactured for other purpoſe; 

t can be ſtretched, and twined, and twiſted, by the inge 
nuity of my worthy and learned friend over the way, [Mr 
Attorney General] or by ſome of his brethren, equally in 
genious, to affect and reach men who never ſaw America, or 
peradventure, the high ſeas, as ſtrongly, at leaſt as effic; 
ciouſly, for the mere temporary purpoſes of perſecution and 
revenge, as if they had been caught in arms---1n open re 
bellion. If even miniſters had contented themſelves with thi 
firſt ebullition of their fiery, irreſiſtible zeal for perſecutior 
the public might look on, with a mixture of contempt an 
aſtoniſhment, at the inſolence and folly of the attempt; b. 
when they go a ſtep farther, and venture to couple it with 
wer untried hitherto in the annals of this country, a powe 
including in it the moſt bloody ſpecies of proſcription, I confek 
T begin to feel ſentiments of a very different nature. Wh 
does the clauſe fay ? After impowering the apprehenſion, o 
the mere grounds of ſuſpicion, and directing the commit 
ment to any common gaol, within his Majeſty's dominionſtot: 
are not we next told, or to any other place of confinement 
ſpecially appointed for that purpoſe, by warrant under hi 
Majeſty's ſign manual, by any magiſtrate, having competer 
authority in that behalf, (who is hereby authoriſed to com 
mit ſuch perſons to the place fo to be appointed.) Ts notth 
evidently a power, not only to puniſh the innocent, but 
inflict ſuch pains upon them as an honeſt mind muſt revolt aot | 
and contemplate with horror. The magiſtrate may take he 
and commit, on ſuſpicion, to the common gaol, and by thiſſcolc 
ſign manual, to any other place eſpecially appointed; and lt n 
further authorized to commit according to ſuch ſpecial a ni 
pointment. What is this but to authorize the mode, meqWener 
ſure, and place of confinement, at the pleaſure of the minienc 
ter, which, beſides, manifeſtly includes in it the power Iforn 
temporary baniſhment, as well as confinement, to any par mea 
or to the moſt remote, unhealthy, and peſtiferous, climatHprof 
within the wide circuit of his Majeſty's dominions, in tiMnity 
four quarters of the globe? If this be the intention of nſÞ|vm 


honourable and learned friend over the way, and his no! 
| honou 
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honourable employers, in God's name, let him ſpeak out; 
let us know, let the public know, what they are to expect. 
Let him and his friends no longer amuſe us with a formal 
circumſtantial ſtory of America and the high ſeas, or of the 
crime of piracy ; ſuch tales may be amuſing to ſome people, 
and they may anſwer certain purpoſes out of doors, and in 
ſome particular places : but to talk of them ſeriouſly within 
theſe walls, will not, I believe, be attempted. The power 
endeavoured to be veſted in the crown by this bill, is moſt 
evidently a dictatorial power, or ſimilar to that exerciſed by 
the Roman dictators. We all know the motives for granting 
ſuch a power. It will hardly be contended, that any ſuch 
motives exift at preſent. We all know the frequent abuſe 
of it, and the horrid purpoſes towards the latter period of the 
commonwealth, to which it was employed; and I preſume 
there is not a ſchool-boy of three years ſtanding, who is 1g- 
norant that that mighty republic was overthrown by a dicta- 
tor, Such will always be the caſe, when powers are granted 
through ignorance, wantonneſs, and deſign. If the preſent 
bill was to have no other evil effect than eſtabliſhing a prece- 
dent for future miniſters to come to Parliament on the ſame 
errand, I ſhould be againſt it: but when J behold it in the 
light I do, I muſt deem it a moſt formidable, dangerous, and, 
| fear, fatal attack, upon the liberty of this country. It ſeems 
directed at its very vitals, and, in my opinion, threatens its 
total deſtruction, if not a diſſolution of the conſtitution. 
Before I conclude, I muſt obſerve, if any thing were want- 
ing to ſhew the true complexion of this bill, the words high 
fras and piracy will fully explain it; theſe words apply to the 
ſeas contiguous to Great Britain and Ireland. It is, indeed, 
plainly perceivable, whatever the title of the bill may be, it 
It Wit is not an American, ſo much as it is a Britiſh ſuſpenſion 
t ot the Habcas corpus act. It may overtake any man, any 
c here. It authoriſes a diſcretionary puniſhment, without a 
i colour of legal proof, or even a probable ground of ſuſpicion. 
nd It makes no diſtin&ien between the dreams of a ſick man, the 
an nvings of a demoniac, and the malice of a ſecret or declared 
neFenemy, No man is exempt from puniſhment, becauſe inno- 
unFeence is no longer a protection. It will generate ſpies, in- 
er Nformers, and falſe accuſers beyond number; and furniſh the 
parſi means of gratification, emolument, and ſatiety, to the moſt 
1tFprofligate of the ſpecies; while it will let looſe with impu- 
1 Unity, the blackeſt, and moſt horrid vices, which diſgrace the 
human mind, In fine, it will realiſe what has hitherto been 
» | 2 2 looked 


1.868 


looked upon to be the creature of poetic fiction; it will ſcat. 


The Atter- 
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ter over the land more ills and curſes, than were ever ſuppoſe 
to flow from Pandora's box. © Juſtice will be bound, as well 
as blind; and it will be in the power of every revengeful mi. 
niſter, or mercenary villain, to ſatiate his revenge, or fill hu 
pockets, at the expence of the beſt, and moſt virtuous, mea m 
in the common-wealth. no 

The Attorney General Mr. Thurloe] ſaid, nothing mor mi 
was meant by the bill, than to apprehend, commit, and con- tre 
fine perſons actually charged, or ſuſpected of committing, Mao; 
the crime of high treaſon in America, or on the high ſeas, orf cor 
for piracy. It was abſurd and prepoſterous to the laſt de. fn 
gree, he ſaid, to ſuppoſe it was framed intentionally to reach 


or overtake perſons preſumed to be diſaffected to this govern-|ſtha 


this country, their application would have been fair, open, 


with their motives, and have ſtated the grounds of neceſſity, 


part, always think, that that was the mildeſt, wiſeſt, andMono 


ment, within this realm. He was certain the kingdom con- ! 
tained no ſuch deſcription of men, Treaſon and rebellion 
was properly and peculiarly the native growth. of America, Inn 
If government feared any ſuch diſpoſition in the people 0 


and direct: they would have come te Parliament, and de- Ne 
fired an immediate ſuſpenſion of the habeas corpus act, in fofifift 
many words; they would have accompanied ſuch a requeliWte 


But the preſent bill was framed totally on another plan: ! 
was meant to prevent miſchief, not with a view to rigorousull 
1 much leſs to perſecutions. No innocent manta 

ad any thing to fear, the guilty man had every thing; and 
whatever barth epithets gentlemen, who diſapproved of them 
bill, might think proper to beſtow on it, he ſhould, for hit f 


moſt lenient government, which directed its attention, ard 
deviſed modes of prevention, inſtead of endeavouring to deterſiſea 
by rigorous and ſanguinary puniſhments. 

He obſerved, that his honourable and learned friend over 
the way, [Mr. Dunning] founded his prime objection on a 
ſuppoſition that the bill might be conſtrued to extend to per- Nang 
ſons who had committed crimes within the realm. This was a 
objection, he ſolemnly believed, of the firſt impreſſion. Beonf 
that as 1t might, this was not the proper ſtage of the bill to de- Non 
bate that queſtion ; ſuppoſing that the bill were to operats 
preciſely as his learned friend had ſtated it, he could not ſeeftwa 
even a colourable pretext for finding fault with it, Imagin- 
ing the King's death, his juſtices, his treaſurer, &c. was 
high treaſon ; ſo was levying war within the realm, or ap- 

| | pearing 
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that ſtage. | 


r index, to the deſign that miniſters had been ſome years 
manifeſtly forming, the objects of which they nw vi- 
ible from time to time, as opportunity ſerved, as circumſtan- 
es proved favourable, or as protection increaſed, and power 


Ifth act, when ſome important tranſaction, or circumſtance, 
fecting the chief perſonages in the drama, comes to be re- 
aled, and points directly to the denouement. This 
lan had been long viſible, and however covertly hid, or art- 
ly held back out of fight, was uniformly adopted, and 
teadily purſued : it was nothing leſs than robbing America 
if her franchiſes, as a previous ſtep to the introduction of the 
me ſy ſtem of government into this country; and, in fine, 
f fpreading arbitrary dominion over all the territories be- 
mging to the Britiſh crown. He contended, that nothing 
ut the moſt inevitable neceſſity could juſtify the preſent 
neaſure; ſuch a concurrence of circumſtances, as happened 
t the Revolution, when the people of England were, com- 
elled to embrace the alternative of ſubmitting paſſively to 
ewill of a baſe, perjured tyrant, or of truſting to the 
-FWengerous experiment of appointing a diftator to preſide 
ver them, in the perſon of the prince of Orange, till a new 
nſtitutional eſtabliſhment could be formed, and legally re- 
-WMoon1zed. ; 3 

This perilous ſtate of things was but of ſhort duration; 
ſeeſſtwas running, to be ſure, a great riſque; but then, it was to 
in- reſerve the liberty of this country from eternal deſtruction, 
He dwelt a conſiderable time on the invaluable advanta- 
p- derived from the habeas corpus at, which he called the 


” great 


pearing in arms againſt the Sovereign, or adhering to, or 
correſponding with, his enemies : now, if it ſhould appear, 
or be diſcovered, that any perſon in this country had affiſted 
the rebels with arms, or warlike ſtores of any kind, or that 
they had been affiſted by his ſubjects, in any part of his do- 
minions, with money, or implements of war, &c. he could 
not pretend to ſay, how far ſuch an aſſiſtance, or adherence, 
might be conſtrued to come within the deſcription of high 
treaſon, as laid down by the 25th of Edward the Third. He 
gain repeated, that the committee was the proper place to 
come to the explanations, ſo earneſtly preſſed by his learned 
iend ; he ſhould, therefore, be for the ſecond reading of 
ff the bill, and truſt for the perfect formation of the bill to 


Irengthened. It reſembled, he ſaid, the firſt. ſcene in the 


Mr. Fox faid, that the preſent bill ſerved as a kind of key, Mr. Far. 
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der this ſign manual, to ſtudy the Erſe language in the it 
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great Palladium of the liberties of the ſubject; expreſſing at 
the fame time, his aſtoniſhment, in the boldeſt and moſt ani. 
mated terms, at the infolence and temerity of miniſters, who 
could thus dare to ſnatch it from the people, by a mandate 
manufactured by themſelves, though ſanctioned " the ſign 
manual: and not only attempt to deprive the object of their 
envy, reſentment, or fears, of his liberty, but ſend him out 
of Great Britain, to the moſt diſtant and remote part of the 
Britiſh dominions.---Says he, who knows but the miniſters 
in the fullneſs of their malice, may take into their Reads, 
that I have ſerved on Long Iſland, under General Waſhing: 
ton ? What would it avail me, in fuch an event, to plead an 
alibi; to aſſure my old friends, that I was, during the whole 
of' the autumn American campaign, in England ; that I wa 
never in America, nor on any other ſea but between Dove 
and Calais; and that all my acts of piracy were committe 
on the mute creation? All this may be very true, ſays : 
miniſter, or a miniſter's underſtrapper, you are for the pre 
ſent ſuſpected, that is ſufficient, I know you are fond d 
Scotland; this is not the time for proofs; you may and ve 
probably are innocent, what of that? this bill cares not 
fig whether you are guilty or innocent. I will ſend you, un 


of Bute; and as ſoon as the operation of the bill is ſpent 
you will be at liberty to return whither you pleaſe ; an 
then you may, if you like, call on your accuſers, to pron! 
their charges of treaſon in America, on the high ſeas, and fo 
Piracy ; but they will laugh in your face, and tell you the) 
never charged you, they only ſuſpected you; and the Act 0 
Parliament will ſerve as a complete plea in bar; it will anſ 
a double end; it will be at once your redreſs and our juſt 
cation.---O, but ſays the learned gentleman, it is not poll 
hie to tell how far conſtructive treaſon may extend; or wi*if 
ther it may not reach ſuch as have aided and abetted th 
American rebels, by ſending them arms and ammunition, b 
correſponding with them, &c. It is, it ſeems, lucky for m 
that I have no connection in America; if I had, thoug 

they could not ſo decently ſuſpect me of being on Lon 
Iſland in Auguſt laſt, when they knew the contrary, they mig 
ſay, that I held a treaſonable or a piratical correſponden 
with them. Suppoſe for inſtance, an old ſchoolfellow, or int 
mate companion, I ſhould moſt probably have kept up 
correſpondence; and when writing to him, would have to: 

him, that Whiggiſm, and thoſe that were friends to t 
| N | Revolutiop 
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Revolution, were looked upon now as factious perſons, for 
heſe are the times that large ſtrides are taken, not only to 
leſtroy the liberties of America, but of this country like- 


viſe,” Would not ſuch a paragraph as this furniſh a good 


and credulity, are almoſt always inſeparable, at leaſt they are 
ften found in the ſame company. Miniſters are credulous 
in the extreme, becauſe they are fearful ; and they are fear- 
ful from a conſciouſneſs of their crimes. Suſpicions, how- 
ver ill founded upon tales, however improbable, are received 
y them as facts not to be controverted ; witneſs the infor- 
nation of Richardſon againſt Sayre, ſome time ſince; and 
je recent affair of John the Painter, relative to the impro- 


nouth. I am not ſurpriſed at any thing. The tone of the 
niniſter is become firm, loud, and deciſive. He has already 


wWme, 


ne to be miſquoted, or groſsly miſunderſtood, by the ho- 
jourable gentleman over the way. I never ſaid that 1 had 
early ſubdued America, or that America was nearly ſubdu- 
od his Majeſty's arms had met with many ſignal ſucceſſes, 
nd that I thought we were in a fair way of ſubduing Ame- 


entleman who ſpoke laſt, and the learned gentleman Who 
poke early in the debate, ſeem to lay great ſtreſs on the un- 
roper power veſted in the magiſtrate reſpecting the commit- 
tent under the ſign manual. For my part, I ſee no new power 


ll be his authority: that warant will be legalized by the 
eſent hill: ſo that I think the magiſtrate will ſtand pre- 
ely as he did before, He could before commit to the 
mmon gaol; now he is obliged to commit, minifterially, 
oP the place ſpecially appointed for the reception of ſuch of- 
nders: ſo that, if any alteration be made in the power of 
Mmmitment, as refiding in the magiſtrate, it is by abridging, 
t in extending it. Before the paſling the act, he could com- 


s of the warrant. Before he could admit perſons, charg- 
on ſuſpicion of treaſon, to bail; now, neither judge, nor any 
inferior 


ground for ſuſpicion? But weakneſs, cruelty, ſuſpicion, 


able ſtory of his ſetting fire to the rope-houſe at Portſ- 


ured us, in this Houſe, that he has nearly ſubdued Ame- 
a; and by what we are able to collect from this bill, we 
hay preſume, he means to extend his conqueſts nearer 


What I ſaid, and what I again repeat, was, that under 


ca, not that we had nearly ſubdued it. The honourable 


ted in the magiſtrate ; the warrant under the fign manual 


it to any priſon 3 now he is bound ſpecifically to obey the 
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Lord North. I am extremely ſorry to have the misfor- 1.4. xerrb. 
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| inferior magiſtrate, can, without order from his Majeſty's moſt 
RE honourable privy council, admit any perſon to bail ſo charged. 
or ſuſpeaed, | 

The honourable gentleman charges his Majeſty's ſervants 
with blind, ill-founded, credulity, relative to the affair of 
Richardſon and Sayre. For my part, I beg leave to think 
very differently on the ſubjet. 1 ſhould deem the ſecretary 
of ſtate, who committed Sayre, extremely negle&tul, if not 
criminal in his conduct, had he not attended to Richardſon's 
information, and proceeded. in the affair as he did. Gentle. 
men will, when they find a convenience in it, argue and de. 
cide on facts from events, and the doctrine of probabilities; 
but I will venture to contend, that many plots, which have 
come to maturity, and have been productive of the greateſt 
and moſt fatal miſchiefs, have been laid open in their infan- 
cy, and ſuch early diſcoveries treated as matters unworthy of. 
credit or attention. It is likewiſe certain, that conſpiracie, 
equally important and conſequential in their nature, have 
been defeated in their early ſtages, upon a diſcovery of cir 
cumftances and details much more trifling than thoſe reſped 
ing the information of Richardſon, or the ſuſpicious condudyi 
of John the Painter; for though the latter was apprehendec 
for a burglary, I am ſtill inclined to believe, that whateveh 
his motives may have been, his conduct has fully juſtifie 
the ſteps that have been taken towards a thorough diſcovery 
of this very myſterious affair. The oppoſers of this bl 
ſeem extremely deſirous to learn its intended duration. 
mean to fill up the blank by the words the thirty-firſt day ume 
December next, or to the firſt day of the next ſeſſion of Par 
liament, which will anſwer preciſely the ſame end; for in ; 
robability the Parliament will meet before Chriſtmas ; aye 
if it ſhould not be found neceſſary to continue it, the lay 

| will conſequently ceaſe. - . | 
Colonel Colonel Barre called upon adminiſtration to defend t 
Sarre. principle of the bill in that ſtage, and not ſend it to a con 
mittee by the mere power-of numbers, unſupported by rea 
ſon, juſtice, or policy. He ſaid this bill would fully and con 

pleatly accomplith what the other haſty, ill-adviſed, inte 
perate meaſures had begun, and in part effected. He w 
certain, violent, unrelenting, and implacable as they wer rhe 
the preſent meaſure was the worſt of all, and would be prq; dere. 


& ductive of maſlacre and retaliation, if not of more alarminſlyg; 
= conſequences nearer. home. America, he contended, mull 


be reclaimed, not conquered or ſubdued, Conciliation 1 
; . SE Conceſſiq 
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conceſſion are the only ſure means of either gaining or re- | 

taining America. The conqueſt of that country is doubtful : 

though it were ſubdued, the holding of it without the affec- 

tion and good-will of the natives, would be impoſſible. To 

make America valuable, and to inſure its poſſeſſion, was there- 

ore, in the Colonels opinion, only to be effected by the moſt 

lenient and tender meaſures. 5 „ 8 
Governor Johnſtone ſaid, he Would repeat what he told admi- Gov. αh, 

iſtration a thoufand times before; that America was not to 5 

be reclaimed, by the harſh decrees which originated within 

zoſe walls; nor yet by the mere power of Great Britain. 

He ſaid, the Admiral and General ſent to America were 

kely to effect more by their perſonal characters, and amiable 

manners, than a thouſand bloody ediQt iſſued by that Houſe. " 

The Americans, he ſaid, had the ſpirit of Britons. They _' 1 

night be led, but he was ſatisfied they would never ſubmit to * | 

e drove. The Governor then commented on the polite and 

rentleman-like behaviour of General Howe, adverted to his 

eſſages and. letters to General Waſhington, and to many 

ther circumſtances, which reflected the higheſt honour, he 


id, on Mr. Howe's conduct, both as a ſoldier and a gen- 
ect man, He then turned to the bill, and foretold, that it 
1 ould be productive of one or both of theſe conſequences ; it 


ould raiſe a diſcontent, jealouſy, and diſlike of government 

t home, though none of the powers delegated by the bill 
ere ever meant to be exerciſed, or carried into execution; 
it would widen the breach ſo much between Great Britain 
id her colonies, that © would be utterly impoſſible ever 
pin to cloſe it. The bill was unneceſſary, if it was not 
med for latent purpoſes, which, while it was depending, 
would not be prudent to avow, x it ſhould prove fatal to 
for if the bill meant, what offenſively it imported, an 
prehenfion, commitment, and confinement, for offences 
Woamitted, or ſuſpected to have been commited, in America, 
was to all intents and purpoſes nngatory and abſurd ; be- 
iſe the ſtatute of treaſons, as explained by the learned mem- 


d t 


cor over the way, [Mr. Attorney General] would anſwer 
reihe thing promiſed or propoſed. by the preſent bill. If fo, 


coy then paſs a bill, which impowers the miniſter, or admini- 
Renin, to lay every perſon in the kingdom by the heels, 
c Vn they may think proper? _ 
werlhe queſtion was put; 195 for the bill, and 43 againſt it. 
* Prered be committed on the 1 3th, .  \ | FA 
1 . 
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” | February 11. 
No debate. 
a” February 12. 
No debate. 


- 


February T3. 
Lord Barrington preſented the following papers : 


An account of the diftribution of 970,0001. part of the fum of 

1, ooo, oool. granted to his Majeſty, to defray any extraordinary ex. 
pences, incurred, or to be incurred, on account of military ſer. MW 
vices for the year 1770. t 


Dates of | 1 55 0 
Warrants, : 1. So d. 4. 8 
Feb. 19. To Themas Harley and \ 
2 1776. Henry Drummond, eſqrs. | 
' #= to be by them applied and | \ 


inveſted in the purchaſing + - 
of Spaniſh and Porn 
coins, for the uſe and ſer- 
_ viceof his Majeſty's forces 


in North America 20000 0 © 
Ditto for ditto 20000 © o 
Mar. 11. Ditto for ditto 20000 © © 
Ditto for ditto 20000 o o 
15. Ditto for ditto 20000 © o 
18. Ditto for ditto 6000 o o 
Þ 27. Ditto for ditto 50000 o o 
April 26. Ditto for ditto 120000 L 0 
30. Ditto for ditto 31220 18 
June 7. Ditto for ditto 10804 © © 
17. Ditto for ditto 150000 0 O 
Ditto for ditto + $0000 © o 
Ditto for ditto 17194 18 6 
July 17. Ditto for ditto | 53982 13 9 
Aug. 17. Ditto for ditto V«V 'o '© W 
Sept. 25. Ditto for ditto 50000 © o 
Nov. 18. Ditto for ditto © 16623 11 4 | 
] Ditto for ditto 13282 15 11 | An 
Ditto for ditto 11865 @ 0 E 
a ng — 18 5 de 
May 31. To Meſſrs. William James, 749913 al 
: Abel. Smith, William Dat 
* Baynes, and Richard | Wa 
Atkinſon, Efqrs. for pro- | oo Jan 
Toronto eames K 3 OS I 


2 Carrio over 742973 18 5 


* 
Þ * r N 
= i 2 4 * - Kee? 2 
* ” a+ * ® Þ g F 
| * 
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Dates of 5 
Warrants. 4 % 
Brought over 742973 18 5 8 
viſions delivered into his 
Majeſty's ſtores at Corke, 
for the uſe of the forces 
1776. ſerving in America 10335 o O 
Aug. 1. Ditto for ditto 14594 6 10 
15. Do. for do. 20871 4 4 
Sept. 25. Do. for do, 31412 $ 4 
Do. for do. 21605 12 2 
Nov. 21. Do. for do. 21905 12 2 
SI —— 126424 3 10 
May 15. To John Henniker, Ed- | 
ward Wheeler, William 
Devaynes and George 
Wombwell, Eſqrs. for 
© proviſions delivered into 
his Majeſty's ſtores at 
Corke, for the uſe of the 
troops ſerving under Ge- 
neral Sir William Howe, 
in America. 13719 12 
Do, for do. | 3 O 2 
June 28. Do. for do. 15226 10 5 
July 11. Do. for do. ä 
Aug. 1. Do. for do. 29489 2 10 
Sept. 26. Do. for do. 24140 16 5 
OR, 16. Do. in part of a warrant 
for 14686/. 35. 1d. for | | 
ditto ſervice +: O43 40 I „ 
| os — 823601 17 9g. 
War-Office, 13 Feb. 1777. — — 
BARRINGTON. 970000 © © 


An account of extraordinary ſervices incurred and paid by the Right 
Hon. Richard Rigby, pay-maſter general of his Majeity's forces, 
between the 31ſt of January 1776, and the iſt of February 1777, 
and not provided for by Parliament, | 

Dates of „ 

Warrants. r 

Jan. 16. To Thomas Harley and 
1777. Henry Drummond, Eſqrs 

to be by them applied and 6 1 
g A 2 2 inveſted 


* 


July 11. Do, for do. 


* * 9 9 
8 
* 
6 * 
* „ 1 
N a 4 
* 
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| * Dates of F 8: 
ann | 
95 | inveſted in M 
of Spaniſn and Portuga 


coins for the uſe and ſer- _ 


viceof his Majeſty's forces 
in North America 
Jon. 29. Do. for do. 
1776. 


23» Oc. 16. To John Hennicker, Ed- 


ward Wheler, William 
Devaynes, and George 
Wombwell, Eſqrs. in 
5 full of a warrant for 
14683“. 35. 1d. for pro- 
viſions delivered into his 
Majeſty's ſtore-houſes at 
Carle. for the uſe of the 
troops ſerving under Ge- 
neral Sir William Howe, 

in America 

ä 
Nov. 21. Do. for do. 

z. 15. To John Amyand Eſq; for 
| provifions delivered 'into 
his Majeſty's ſtore-houſes 
at Coke: for the uſe of 


20000 O 
30000 o 


1 
0 


the forces ſerving under 


Gen. Sir William Howe, 
in America 


July 11, Do. for do. 
ug. 1. Do. for do. 
ept. 25. Do. for do. 
ov. 12. Do. for do, 


J une 26. To Jobn Durand, Eſa for 


proviſions delivered into 


37151 15 6 
4233 10 7 


8464.17 113 
10650 4 11 


2686 5 8 


his Majeſty's ſtore-houſes 


at Corke, for the uſe of 
To the forces ſerving under 


Gen, Sir William "0% 
in America 


\ 


Carried over 


2 


35857 6 3 
3694 5 72 


353499 7 24 
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50000 © o 


pt. 


Dates of 


parrantr. Brought over 
july 11. Do for do, 
1776. | 


lug. 1. Do. for do, 
zept. 25. Do. for do. 
ov. 21. Do. for do. 
ſune 28. To Robert Mayne, Eſq; for 
proviſions delivered into 
his Majeſty's ſtores at 
Corke, for the uſe of the 
forces ſerving under Ge- 
neral Sir William Howe, 
in America 
uly 11. Do. for do. 
lug. 1, Do. for do. 
| Do. for do. 
Do. for do. 
Do. for do. ; 
Do, for do, 
pt. 25, Do. for do. 
Do. for do. 
Do. for do. 
Do. for do. 
une 28, To Anthony Bacon, Eſq; 


N. 


ik : OB BALLS 
. a 


55499 7 2F 

274 4 4 
3656 4 65 
11396 8 1 
5679 2 9 


for proviſions delivered 


into his Majeſty's ſtore- 
houſes at Corke, for the 


uſe of the forces ſerving 


in America, under Gene- 
ral Sir William Howe. 
Do. for do. | 
ly 11, Do. for do. 
Do. for do, 

pt. 25, Do. for do. 

ov. 21. Do. for do. 

r, 26, To Arnold Neſbit, Adam 
Drummond, and Moſes 
Franks, Eſqrs. for provi- 
ſions exported from Corke 
to America, for the uſe 
the troops ſerving there 
under General Sir Wil- 
liam Howe 


o| 


16905 19 7s 


n—__ 


* 


n 
1 
50000 o o 


— — 


Carried over 154348 1 4 50000 © © 


. 
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ater of * © | + 
Warrants, Brought over 154348 1 4- 
April 26. Do for do. . 16807 16 1 
1776. Do. for do. = 7 3 
May 15. Do. for do. 11542 11 8 
„„ e. 5026 14 52 
Do. for do. 15 3 
1 Do. for do. | 3007 © 112 
June 26. Do. for do, delivered into | 
his Majeſty's ſtores at 5 
2 Corke, for the uſe of ditto 9408 14 O 
July 11. Do. for do. 47026 9 8 
Sept. 25. Do. for do. 9791 16 11 
Do. for do. 20087 1 5 
Nov. 1. Do. for do. an 5 1 


Feb. 6. To Arnold Neſbit, Adam 


. 


rummond, and Moſes 


Franks, Eſqrs. for victual- 

ing his Majeſty's forces 

in the province of Maſſa- 

chuſett's Bay, between 

25 Auguſt 1776, and 24 
October following 

22. Do. for victualing the for- 

ces and other perſons 

within the garriſons of 

Quebec and Montreal be- 

tween the 25 June 1775, 

and 24 October follow- 


ing 
Mar. 14. Ditto for victualling the for- 


of Maſſachuſett's Bay, 
between 25 October, and 
$ 24 December 177 
Dec. 6. Do. for proviſions delivered 
4 from the Magazines at 
Montreal, between 14 
October, and 10 No- 
1 vember 1775 | 
Ian. 16. Do. for victualing the for- 


ces within the province 


> 


3985 12 11 


2286 18 5 


7069 12 74 


804 6 8 


ces in the province of 


Maſſachuſett's Bay, be- 


Carried over 314351 10 62 


50000 0 


1777. „ 179 
77 Dates of < | . i 4 . d. £, 5. d. 7 ; 
1 Nrrants. Brought over 314351 10 63 80000 © © 
tween 25 December, 1775, : * 
1776. and 23 February 1776 10987 2 5 
an, 16. Do. for victualing do. in 
do. between 24 Feb. and 
224 March 1776 6172 14 5 
Do. for victualling the gar- | 
riſon of Quebec, between 
To OR. 1775, and 24 8 
June 1776. | + 
Do. for og depoſited * 7. 
inthe Illinois country, be- 1 1 
tween 21 Dec. 1774, and „ 
/ 20. x70 1% 0 : 
Do. for do, delivered to the 
commiſſary of ſtores and 
proviſions for the uſe of | 
the forces in North Ame- . 
riea 988 7 11 
29. Do. for do. delivered at la- 
lifax, for the uſe of the ” N 
forces there , 7: 
Do. for do. 2217 9 
Do. for victualing ſome of | 
the forces being priſoners 
among the rebels, in the 
provinces of Penſylvania 
and New Jerſey, from 19 
Nov. 1774, to 29 Oct. | 
1776 | 4523 2 6 
eb. 22. To Ricard Vernon Sadlier, 
Eſq; for proviſions iflued to 
the -forces at Halifax in 
Nova Scotia, between 21 
Aug. 1775, and 10 Dec, 
following | 
3y 3. Do. upon account, and by 
way of further advance 
in conſideration of his ex- 
traordinary diſburſements 
on account of his con- 
tract for victualling 50 


0 


1039 19 9 


8 


e — 


—— 
6—— * 


Carried over 355118 13 23 50000 0 @ 


* 6 9 2 
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* 4 
KIA 
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= 
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Dates of © LEE 1 . 4 
Warrantss Brought over 355118 13 23 50000 © o 
7 men at Halifax in the co- | =: 
lony of Nova Scotia 1500 © © 
June 28. ToRichardVernon Sadlier, | 
1776. . Eſq; for proviſions iſſued 
to the forces at Halifax, 
in Nova Scotia, between : „ 
| 11 Dec. 1775, and 28 | | 
April 1776, incluſive 2104 13 © 


Sep. 25. Do. for proviſions iſſued to 
do. at do, between 29 gs 
April and 23 June, 1776. 545 5 4 
Nev. 21. Do. for — 5 iſſued to 8 
do. at do. be + ga "TT | 
1777. June, and 16 Sept. 1776 1372 20 
"4 = 4 De for proviſions Auel b : 9 
do. at do. between Sept. 1 
and 11 Nov. 1776 774 16 8 ; 
Feb. 10. To John Stephenſon, Eſq; „ 
| for victualling the forces | Z 
at Placentia, between 1 J a} Y 
and 2 Seßp rt. Ny N 
2398 2 6 
. Do. for proviſions ſhipped N 
from Halifax, for the uſe 
of the troops at Boſton 1410 1 6 
Do. for proviſions iſſued to 
the troops and train of ar- 
tillery at Newfoundland, 
; from 1 Oct. 1774, to 30 * 
. Sept. 1775 : 683 0 6 
April 18. Do. for victualling the for- op 
| ces in Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland, between 
1 Oct. 1775, and 24 Jan. 
| 1776, incluſive | 055-13 ''0-- 
Aug, 1. Do. for proviſtons ifſued to „ 
| the forces at Halifax, be- 
tween 16 Jan. and 8 May 
1776 10913 1718 
23. Do. upon account, and by | | 
way of advance, in con- 
__  fideration of his extraor- . 


Carried over 366479 | 5 71 5ocoo © © & 


Dates of 


Voerrant. Brought over 366479 5 7a 50000 | 0 0 | 


dinary diſburſements, on 
account of his contract 
for victualling 1500 men 
in Nova Scotia 
Sept. 25. To do. on account of do. 
Jan. 16, To do. for proviſions de- 
1777. livered to the troops at 
Halifax, between 4 June 
and 9 Sept. 1776 incluſive 
To do. for proviſions iſſued 
to the troops at do. be- 
tween 9 Sept. and 5 No- 
vember, 1776 
To do. for proviſions iſſued 
to the troops at Placentia 
and St. John's, between 
3 Sept. 1775 and 25 
ov. 1770 
. Chriſtapher Bethell, eſq. 
Feb. 19, executor to Edw. Co- 
drington, eſq. for per- 
ſons victualled, proviſions 
condemned and iſſued, 
and loſſes in Weſt F lorida 
Feb, 20. To John, Stevenſon and 
John. Blackburn, eſqrs, 
for proviſions iſſued to the 


4 8 


10900 .© © 


forces in Penſacola, be- 


tween 25 June and 24 
Auguſt, 1775 
une 26. To 45 for victualling the 


forces in Weſt Florida, 


between 25 Aug: and 24 


1 
28. To do. V's vieualling the 
forces in Weſt Florida, 
between 25 Oct. 1775 
and 23 Feb. 1779, for pro- 
viſions ſupplied T. Lori- 
mer, hoſpital ſurgeon, 


3 "7 VI. 


4000 o O 
2797 4 6 
2553 9 © 
554 17 11 
5854 7 5 
811 18 8 
806 x 10 


Carried over 393857 8 115 
25 393857 3 
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4 A Dates of . | . | 5 5. d. 
Meran. Brought over 393857 8 114 
25 Dec. 1774, | 
and 24 Dec. 1775, and | 
E for proviſions condemned 1868 19 9 
Aug. 1. To do. for proviſions iſſued 
| to the forces in Weſt Flo- 
rida, between 1ſt April, 
1775, and 24 Apr. 1776, 
_ 11 con- 
| | emne ong Keepin 1213 14 
1777. To do. for . ſued * 
Jan. 16. tothe forces in do. between 
* 25Apr.and24 June, 1776, 
and for proviſions da- 
5 maged by long keeeping 1761 6 
1776. To Witter — og : . 
Apr. 3. Kender Maſon, eſqrs. for | 
; proviſions iſſued to the 
forces in St. Auguſtine, 
between 25 April and 25 
Oct. 1775, for proviſions 
iſſued to the out ports de- 
pendent on that garriſon, 
from 5 May to 21 Oct. 
1775, and for proviſions 
iſſued to the out ports de- 
pendent on New Provi- 
1 dence, N _ _ - 
3 BY - 1774, and 24 Feb. 1 17091 18 92 
Oct. 16. Te, dete for l 10 * 
| ſued to the forces in the 
garriſon of St, Auguſtine, 
between 25 OR. 1775, 
and 23 Feb. 1776, and | 
for proviſions condemned 1012 8 5 
1997. To Meſlrs. Maſon and Jones 
Jan, 29. for proviſions iſſued to the 
| forces in the garriſon, of 
St. Auguſtine, between 
25 June and 24 October, 
1776, and for proviſions 
_ Iſſued to the out ports de- 
Þ pendent on that parri- _ 
=_. ſon for the ſame time 3350 16 9 


Pd 


Carried over 4048 56 13 24 Foo 0 


7 ä : 


WA. 1777, DEBATE Ss. W 
12 . „ „ £8 
Warrants. Brought over 404856 1 3 24 $0000 0 * 


Towards the expence of 
PG delivered to34 
attalions of foot in 
North America, Nova 
Scotia, and Newfound- 
land, &c. apply the ſum 
voted upon 
1770, for that ſervice 
43131 16 
Alſo, the ſum * * 


proviſions delivered to 


1776, To Meſſrs. Mure, Son, and 
\pril 3. Atkinſon, in full ſatis- 
faction for freight and 
charges incurred on ſun- 
dry ſhips freighted by 
them to attend the expe- 
dition under earl Corn- 
wallis 
18. To In. Dickſon for freight 
of ſundry ſhips freighted 
by him and diſpatched to 
Canada 
uly 4. T o Richard Atkinſon, for 
the freight, armament, 
proviſions, for ſoldiers of 
ſund _— ſhips, freighted, 
and diſpatched 
with proviſions for the 
forces in North America 
To do. for freight of ſun- 
dry ſhips diſpatched with 
proviſions to attend the 
expedition under the com- 


mand of earl Cornwallis 


the ſaid battallion, be- 


tween 25 June, 1775, 
and 24 June, 1779, | 
2954 6 


eſtimate, 


72678 4 9 


—} 


332178 2 5] 


2088 ; 8 8 


805 70 


9 


1442 $0 


Carried over 


7632 9 2 


382178 $8 N 


I Dates of © | l 
Warraits. Brought over 


13. To ditto for two months 
advanced freight of ſun- 
dry ſhips freighted to car- 
ry proviſions for the uſe 
of the forces in America 

To ditto for two months 
advanced do, for do. 
To do. for two months ad- 

—- vanced do. for do. 

Aug. 2. To Meſſrs. Mure, Son, and 

3 Atkinſon, for two months 

advanced do. for do. 

To do. for two months ad- 

4 vanced do. far do. + 


To do. for two months ad- 


- 4784 3 9 


8 vanced do. for do. 
17. To John Greeve, maſter of 
the ſhip Emerſon, for the 


L. 
- 7032 


10798 
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1 1 
9 2 3382178 6 f. 


1 6 


6609 19 4 


7103 5 © 


9905 16 


ja 


freight of the ſaid ſhip 
chartered to bring home 


invalids from America 


04. 19. To Meſirs. More, Son, 


165 17 © 


and Atkinſon, for the 


freight of ſundry ſhips 


hired and armed to tranf- 


port proviſions to Ame- 


rica for. the uſe of the 
forces there ES 
\ To do. for the freight of 
* ſundry do. freighted to 
carry oats to America for 
the uſe of the forces there 
Td do. for advanced freight 
of ſundry do. freighted 
to carry ſtores, camp- 
equipage, and cloathing 
for the uſe of the forces 
there 
To do. for freight of do, 
| freighted to carry provi- 
T  _. - hons to\Qiebec 


Carried over 


14667 2 8 


6. + 


3544 19 4 


6558 14 4 


936 19 0 


7648 


18 6 382178 8 5F 


U. 


4 


lay 


, 5 


519%. DA TN . | 185 


7. 
d. Dates if : ; fo 5. d. L. s. d. 
ci W/arrants. Brought over 76448 18 v6 202228 + Þ*'Y 


To do, for freight of ſun- 
dry do. freighted by them 
to attend the expedition 
under the command of 
earl Cornwallis =o 
1777- To do, for freight of ſundry 
ſan, 22. do. employed in carrying 
proviſions to America for  _ 
the uſe of the troops there 26314 17 6 
To do. for do. ſervice 10159 4 9 
To do. for freight of ſun- 
dry do. to carry eats todo, 8055 4 4 


1756. To Meſlrs, Mure, Son, and 
pril 3. Atkinſon, in full ſatisfac- 
tion and diſcharge of the 
like ſum due to them for 
ſundry ſtores ſhipped for 
Corke and America on 
the expedition under the 
command of earl Corn- 
wes. 4183 6 6 
d. 29. To ditto for ſundry ſtores 
ſhipped for the uſe of the 
forces in Canada 26919 15 © 
ec, 12. To do. for ſundry ſtores 2-8 
ſhipped by them for. the 
ſervice of the army in TY 
North America 9559 10 10 


122420 8 7 


Todo. for coals, ſourcrout, | 
cloathing, and ſundry . : 


other ſtores ſhipped for 
the ſervice of do. in do. 8574 19. 
ay 1. To Richard Atkinſon, eſq. | 

for iron ware ſhipped for 

Cams - 5 807 6 9 
31. To do. for proviſions ſup- 

plied to recruits on their 

paſſage to America, by 

order of the lords of the 

treaſury 8488 5 0 : 


© Carried over © 58932 5 10 504598 17 0 


Dates of © | L. 8. „ 
Warrants. Brought over 58532 5. 10 504598 17 0 
Dec. 10. To do. for oats ſhipped for - | 
the ſervice of the forces 
in North America 32647 18 6 
To do. for ſundry ſtores ſent 
to North America for the 
ſervice of do. 6478 14 ro 
To do. for do. ſervice 6289 10 0 


Apr. 8. To Henry Callender, in 
full ſatisfaction for ſun- 
dry ſtores conſigned to 
the quarter maſter gene- 


f 


ral of the forces in Ca- | 


nada 

To Thomas Burchett in 
full ſatisfaction for the 
expence of accommoda- 
tion and provifions for 
54 ſoldiers embarked on 


18 PARLIAMENTARY 


— 4 9 2 


1 


board the ſhip Britiſn 


Queen for Canada 

10 ohn Dalſton for ſtores 
ſhipped for Canada for 
the uſe of the army there 


Dec. 12. To John Dalſton for bar- 
rack furniture and ſundry 


294 2 3 


3 RE 


other ſtores ſhipped for 


the ſervice of the forces 
in North America 

To do. for do. ſervice 

To John Dickſon for ditto 
ſervice ; 

To do. for do. ſervice 


Apr. 18. To John Williams for the 


expences of arming ſun- 
dry ſhips diſpatched to 
Canada 

July 4. To Edward Johnſon for 
canon, gunpowder, wa- 


 — as oe rs 3 


Carried over 


4938 O 10 
1922 12 3 


14796 18 5 
$701 3 4 


27418 14 10 


1159 16 4 


— —h— 


1159 16 4 640733 11 5 


A. 1777. 


of 


10 


A. 1777. L | 187 
Dates o | „ „ 
uit Brought over T 59 16 4 2 3 ur 5¹ 


ter, caſks, and bedding, 
ſhipped by Corke for the 
armament of ſhips em- 
ployed. in carrying pro- 
viſions to America, and 
for the accommadation of 
ſoldiers therein 

July 4. To John Dalſton for the 
coſt and outfit of ſix 
armed veſſels diſpatched 
to'Canada 

Aug. 2. To Edward Johnſton for 
canon and gunpowder 
ſupplied for the armament 
of ſhips employed in car- 
Tying proviſions to Ame- 
rica 

To Roderick Mackenzie for 

the armament of ſundry 
ſhips to carry proviſions 
to America, and for fur- 
niſhing proviſions for ſol- 
diers taken on board the 
ſaid ſhips 

0a. 29. To Meſlrs. Mure, Son, and 
Atkinſon, for the arma- 
ment of ſeveral ſhips em- 
ployed to carry provi- 
ſions from Corke, for the 
uſe of the forces in Ame- 
rica, and for proviſions 
for ſoldiers on board the 

ſaid ſhips 
To do. for canon, gun-pow-= 

der, and water corks ſhip- 


ped for Corke, to be — | 


applied for the armament 


of ſhips employed in car- 


rying proviſions to Ame- 
rica, and to the accommo- 
dation of ſoldiers therein 


13856 1 


9298 16 9 


10 


6689 11 7 


5325 15 2 


5919 14 9 


2 18 8 


Carried over 


47251 15 I 
687985 6 4 


N 


1588 
* 


Mates e, oe — 
. | Brought over 
May 1. To John Dickſon for the 
loſs of the ſhip Swift, 
" burnt at ſea, and for the 
cargo and outfit of the 
ſhip Elizabeth, diſpatch- 
ed to Canada in her room 
Aug, 17. To Meſſrs Wooldridge and 


Kelly, towards ſatisfying 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 
| | Eo 


$415 1 


them for the value of the 


cargo of the ſhip Molly 


detained in Virginia 
Dec. 12. To Meſſrs. Dunlop and 
Wilſon, for the hire and 
value of the ſloop Ed- 
ward, taken by the — 


and * the hire of the 


floop Fincaſtle, impreſſed 
into his Majeſty's ſervice 
To Meſſrs. Eilbeck Cham- 
bre Roſs and Co. and for 


the hire of the ſhip. Dun- 


more, impreſſed into his 
Majeſty's ſervice at Vir- 
ginia, from 22 Auguſt, 


1777. 1775 to 15 June, 1776 


an 17. To Peter Perchard, mer- 


3000 © 


928 18 


2121 15 


chant, for the hire of the 


ſnow F riends, employed 


in the King's ſervice, 


from 17 Nov. 1775 to 
4 Nov. 1776 

To Meſſrs. Cope and Big- 
nell for ſundry ſtores 


ſupplied from the ſhip 


Levant, in Virginia, for 
the ſervice of that colony 


1776. To Alexan. Watſon, mer- 
June 27. chant, for the uſe of Na- 
thaniel Wraxhall, for ice 
deſtroyed at Savannah, in 


Brought over | 


d, 4. . 
687985 6 6, 


4 


O 


2 


I 


700890 13 
0: 


(WD ates of 
arrants. Brought over 


tain Barkley and major 
Grant = 


To Meſſrs. Cowper and 


. Telfair, merchants,. for 
the value, commiſſion, 
inſurance, and brokerage 
of a quantity of rice de- 
ſtroyed at do. by order of 
ditto HORS 


for the value, freight, &c. 


ſhipped at Savannah, in 


rica | 
8. ToAlexander Watſon, mer- 
merchant, for the uſe of 
John Alexander, maſter 
and owner of the Brigan- 
tine Chriftian, for the 


Georgia, by order of cap- 


ug. 7. To John Rae, merchant, 
of 95 barrels of rice 


Georgia, for the uſe of 
the forces in North Ame- 


£235 


489 
Li 


700890 13 5 


28369 15 6 


freight of 375 barrels of 


rice deſtroyed at do. or 
taken from thence for the 

uſe of the forces in do, 
17. To John Nutt, merchant, 
for 165 barrels of rice 
ſhipped at do. for the uſe 

of the forces in do. 

ToSir James Wright, bart. 
for the value and freight 
of $325 half barrels of 
rice ſhipped for the ſervice 
of the forces in do, or de- 

ſtroyed at do. | 
To Meſſrs. Graham, John- 
ſon, and Co. for the va- 
lue, freight, and other 
charges of 25 barrels of 


Carried over 


13 Ez 
ot, VE, e. 


1 - a. ww: 


6906 0-6 


= 


— 


700890 1 3 5 


- 
2 — — 3 — 


1989 


Dates \ 5 „ F @ 9. & 
' Warrants, Brought over 6906 iv 6 700890 13 3 
rice taken in do, for the | | 
uſe of the troops ' 130 0 2 


% — 


* — 


Apr. 3. To Meſſrs. Walter Hum- 


PARLIAMENTARY Any 


Jo the executors of Benja- 
min Stead, merchant, in 
full for the value, freight, - 
and all other charges of "op 
69 barrels of rice taken in 
do. for the uſe of the. 
troops . | 


1776. To John Langhorn, in full 
Apr. 18. ſatisfaction for horſes pro- 
| vided him for ſervice h 
* in North America 9987 12 © 
Aug. 2. To Richard Atkinſon, eſa. 
for 247 horſes received 
from ſeveral regiments of 


dragoons, and ſhipped for 


North America 4149 12 0 

17. To Meſſrs. Langhorn, and 5 

l bbetſon, for the expence 57. 
of keeping horſes till ſnip- . 
ped off, ſundry neceſſaries 6. 


ſhipped with them, and By | T 

for 62 horſes purchaſed | A 

for the ſervice of the ar- | 

my in America 8283 1 7 
— — 22420 5 


hrys and Henry Darby, 
[mis omg in fit fatio 
faction for the like ſum 
due to them for 3000 pair 
of blankets provided for - 
the ſervice of the army 27 
in America 1784 26 0 
May 1. To mo Field, for blan- 
| ketsdelivered tothe agent? 
of ſundry regiments by 


23. 


Carried over 1784 16 0 730693 19 


1777. 
Dates of 

farrants. Brought over 
order of the lords com- 
miſſioners of the treaſury 


nm 


3 


the uſe of the army in 
North America 

ct. 29. To Meſſrs. Mure, Son, and 

Atkinſon, for blankets 

. ſupplied for the regiments 


une 1. To Thomas Harley, eſq. for 
ſundry blanketsandwatch 
coats provided by him for 


DEBAT-E S. 


£o = 4. 


„ 


So 


4. 1 
1784 16 © 730693 19 44 


952 Is 4 


6400 5 1 


1 of Waldeck, and for: 


ſhoes and ſtockings ſup- 
plied to the firſt diviſion 
of the Brunſwick troops 
on their embarkation at 
Portſmouth 


634 4 0 


19. To Richard Atkinſon, eſq. 
for rum delivered in Ame- 
rica for the uſe of the 

bf forces there 
. 22. To do. for do. ſervice 
76, To Sir James Cockburn, 

„18. bart. for 40,296 2 
of Grenada rum de 
for the uſe of the forces 

77. on ſervice in America 

5 16. To James Bogle French, 

eſq. for 48,680 gallons of 
rum delivered for the uſe 
of ditto forces 


To John Blackburn, eſq. 


ivered 


27164 
6616 


On 
+ > 


8059 4 8 


97365 © © 


for 22,973 gallons of rum 


delivered for the uſe of 
ditto forces | 
To Thomas Burfoot, eſq. 
to be aplied in the pur- 
chaſing a quantity of rum 
for the uſe of do. forces 
23. To do, for do. ſervice - 


9 


Carried over 


3445 10 © 


3000 © Þ 
980 2 9 


* 
1854 1 3 
590t 7 ü 


8082 36 7 101 | 


| 198. 


PARLIAME 
Dates of 5 
Warrants: + Brought over 


1776. To Anthony Merry, hs | 
and 
upon account of monies 
advanced by him in pur- 
chaſing, fitting out, and 
arming a veſſel to be em- 


March 1. by way of impreſt, 


ployed in the ſervice of 
ſupplying the forces in 
North America, with pro- 
viſions, and in purchaſ- 
ing ſundry articles of pro- 
viſions for the ſaid ſer- 
vice | 
May 31. To do. by way of impreſt, 
and upon account of mo- 
nies advanced by him for 
the coſt and freight of 


cattle, ſheep, and hogs, 
ſent to America for the 


ſervice 
there 


of the army 
June 21. To do. in full ſatisfaction 


and r of all claims 
s whatſoever, 
for the outfit and cargoes 
of ſundry ſhips addreſſed 
to general Sir William 


and deman 


Howe, at Halifax in 
Nova Scotia | 


Jan. 29. To George Charlton, for 


expences incurred for the 
embarkation, &c. of the 


troops at Corke, in the 

months of Aug. and Oct. 

197 ; 

April 16, To lde ſor expences incur- 
ted by him for do. at do. 
in the month of Decem- 

ber 1775, and in the 


Carried over 


NTARY 


„ 
* 2308236 7 16! 


/FTOL AV 2Þ. 7! 


5000 0 © 


3 


"= *—— 


rr - 


168561 10 ( 


325 $5 09 


| — — 


325 5 o 824797 181 


- 


A, ; 177. 


* 


Ai 


Dates of 5 
Warrants. Brought over 


1776, March, 1776. 
Aug. 7. To do. for expences incur- 


and April, 1776. ; 


Mar. 7. To Col. Chriſtie, by way 


of impreſt, and upon ac- 
count for pay of the arti- 
ficers going out for the 
relief of Quebec 


April 22. To John Trotter, Eſq; in 
full ſatisfaction of the 
like ſum expended by him - 


in providing hoſpitals, 
bedding,&c. for the uſe of 


the forces in North Ame- 


rica 


May 17. To do. for providing hoſ- 


pital tents, &c. for the 


uſe of the forces in do. 
To do. for hoſpital bed- 
65 8 ding provided for do. 
Aug. 19. To do. for providing divers 


extra camp neceſſaries for 
the iſt battalion of Lieu- 


tenant Colonel Maclean's 
corps 


the 2d battalion of do, 
To do. for providing do. for 


Lieut, Col. Goreham's 10 


„ 


To do. for providing do. for. 


the detachment from the 


three regiments of foot 


uards | | 
To do. for providing do. for 
the regiment of Waldeck 
foot 


181 


A, 1777s D:E B A:T ES, 


| 325 5 
months of Jan. Feb. and OH 


red by him for do. at do. 
in the months of March 


„ 
o 8247 


4309 0 
3734 14 


To do. for providing do. for 


Carel over. 7 e 


£m 
97 .28.104 


Warrants. Brought over 
Aug. 19. To do. for providing do for 
2776. the foreign troops ſerving 
in America ſervice 
Todo. for providing do. for 
the uſe of the forces in 
North America 
do for de. 
Dec. 20. To do. for providing camp- 
neceſſaries for the corps 
of infantry raiſed in 
| North America, under 
tte command of Lieut. 
| Col. Goreham, and in 
Z providing tents, &c. for 
1 the officers of the ſaid 
Corps 


| July 5. To William Knox, Eſq; | 

| for procuring proper pre- 
ſents for the Indians bor- 
dering on the colonies in 
N America 


enten To do. for do. 


lock, to be by them paid 
5 over to the wives and at- 
== torhiies of ſundry artificers 
eemployed in Canada 

17. To do. to be paid over to do. 
| Dec. 4 Todo. to be paid over to do. 


| Nor. 13. To Philip Deare, in full, 
for cloathing, arms and 
i - accoutrements, provided 


87 4 


2333 15. 


29> 7 


194 PARLIAMEN TARY 
7 d. 
8587 6 11 82 


1863 14 © 


O 


5000 


O 
O 


* 


OO 


; Aug: 2. To Meſirs. Adair and Bul- 


278 13 
228 13 
228 13 


by him for the corps of 


Royal Highland Emi- 
grants, purſuant to con- 


. 19. To Thomas Harley, Eſq; 
for cloathing provided for 


5 
N 
1 « 
5 


Carried over 


4606 


5 


A.'1717, 


„ 
7728 2 5] 


aw tr... 


13204 7 1 


11000 © @ 


736 © 6 


oy, 


4605 


3 


9 852668 10 o 


4 


A 1777. D E B-.A 
Dates of > 
Warrants. Brought over 


a corps of men raiſed by 
Francis Legg, Eſq; go- 

1776. vernor of Nova Scotia 
Nov. 21. To do. for do. provided for 
the corps of Royal High- 
land emigrants, comman- 

ded by Lieuenant, Colo 

nel Maclean | 


Aug. 15. To Thomas Hutchins, to- 
| wards reimburſing him 


money advanced for car- 


rying on public works 
at Penſacola, in Weſt- 
Florida 3 
Nov. 1. To do. to reimburſe do. for 
do. 
an. 17. To do. in full, for money 
1777. due to him for do, 
1776. 
2 To the pay of ſundry ge- 
neral and ftaff-officers in 
North America 
pril 3. To billsof exchange, drawn 
. by Sir Guy Carleton, for 
public ſerv. 150 0 0 
oy. 26. To do. for do. 9432 19 6 


pril 3. To bills of exchange drawn 
by Hector Theophilus 

ramahe, Eſq; for pu- 

blic ſerv. 13194 15 9 

oy. 28. To do. for do. 110 © © 


ä 


2k 


* 


pril 3. To bills of exchange drawn 
by Guy Johnſon; Eſq; 
for do, 
oy. 26. To do. drawn by Francis 
Legge, Eſq; for do. 
To do. drawn by John 


Wentworth, Eſq; for do. 1000 © 


Carried over 


— 


B. 


4 
_ 
1 


T ES. 

44 „„ 
4606 5 9 352668 10 of. . 
3495 6 11 

1982 16 6 | 7 

_— 

300 © © 

650 oO © 

2800 1 4+ 


- 3750 ꝗ 


—ͤ— — 11511 6 R 8 3 


9582 19 
14024 15 


4439 13 


2970 © 


* 


32008 8 


_- 


» J 
8 J - 


Brought over 
Nov. 26. To bills of xv, drawn 
1776. by the Earl of 
for public ſervices. : 
Do. drawn by William 
Tryon, Eſq; for do. 
Do. drawn by John Tho- 
mas, Eſq; for do. 
Do. drawn by Philip Cal- 
bec, Eſq; for do. 
Do. drawn by Lord Wil- 
lam Campbell, for do. 
Do. drawn by Hugh Lord, 
'Eſq; for do. 
Do: drawn by Robert Gor- 
don, Eſq; for do. 
Do. drawn by William 
Faucitt, Eſq; for do. 


| May 2. To Chriſtopher Baldwin, 
Eſq; to enable him to pay 


3 2 2 overnor Martin, for 

3 2 exi 
— of North Ca- 
rolina 

Vor. 13. To Launcelot Hilton, to ſa- 
tisfy a bill of Exchange 
drawn by Capt. Hugh 
Lord, commandant at 
the Illinois: for contin- 
= 2 diſburſements atFort 

1777- 

- Jan 17. To Meſſrs. Graham, John- 

ſon and Co. to ſatisfy a 


George Baillie, Eſq; up- 

on John Campbell, Eſq; 

Jate agent for the province 

of Na — 
1776. 


8 
| 32008 ; 8 


unmore 


_ of exchange, drawn 


of the 


| bill of exchange dran by 


— 


A. 1911, 
ns 
877924 7 3 


d. 
7 


CO 
25000 © © 
4000 o 0 - 
987 © 


320 2 4 


o 


434 14 9 
784 16 22 
5600 o © 


24835 1 6 


prongs... 


— 


546 9 4 


94 16 4 


10 8 


F 


467 


. To bills of exchange drawn 
om] 2 General Boyd, Licut, 


Carried wer 


1 


1108 16 4 


* 


973503 6 


* 


A. 1777. 


Dates of © 
Warrants. Brought over 

Governer of Gibraltar, 
1776. for do. 1191 3 9 


ug. 17. Do. for do. 1187 16 3 


\pril 3. Do. drawn by William 
Young, Eſq; for do. at 
Tobago, &c. 9517 15 © 

Nov. 26. Do. for do. 9500 o © 


\pril. 3. Do. drawn by Thomas 
Shirley, Eſq; for public 

ſervices 350..0. © 

ov. 26. Do. for do. 2160 17 8 


\pril 3. Do.drawnby Sir Baſil Keith, 
for do. 1299 9 3 
ov. 26, Do, for do. 1299 17 8 


Do. drawn by Valentine 
" Morrris, Eſq; for do. 
Do. drawn by Lord Ma- 

cartney, for do. 


43 


* 


DP A 


— 


" . . ks. \ * n 
ek. - > 
. . 
2 . 
; * 
- " 
” 4 
4 
mh. 
. 
. 


4. 4: 


— 


197 
„ 
973503 © 10h 


2379 0 %/᷑c 


- 19017 15 O 


2510 17 8 


2599 6 11 
4000 0 0 


1500 0 0 


eb. 6. To John Durand, Eſq; for 


proviſions ſhipped to the 
iſland of St. Vincent, and 
iſſued to the troops in 
Grenada 
22, Do. for proviſions ſhipped 
to the iſland of St. Vin- 
| cent | 
pril 26. Do. for proviſions ſhipped 
to the iſlands of Tobago 
and Dominica 
ay 22, Do. for proviſions ſhipped 


to the iſlands of Domini-_ 


ca and St. Vincent's, and 
iſſued within the iſland of 
Grenada ER 
uly 11. Do. for proviſions iſſued 
within the iſland of Gre- 


3 | Carried over 
Vor. VI. 


—_— 


g2cob 19. 7 


4507 4 
3164 2 


110 18 9. 


5329 16 9 


4 
* _— 


34103 2 4 1005510 6 6. 
. : "—_ „ 


is PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


Dates of „ „ 
Warrants. ke over 14103 2 4 105510 6 ( 
nada, between 1 Jan. and 
1776. 31 March 1776, included 1218 17 11 
* 1. Do. for do. ſhipped at Gre- | 
nada, for the uſe of the 
forces at St. Vincent, Do- 
minica, and Tobago, and 
for proviſions condemned 
in Grenada 6221 17 8 
Nov. 12. Do. for do. ſhipped from 
Grenada forthe uſe of the 
forces in the iſlands of 
St. Vincent, Dominica, 
and Tobago; alſo for 
proviſions iſſued in the 
ſaid 2 of Grenada, to | 
1 o June, 1776 | 819 111 
el To do.for .. IM ſhipped 8 
to the iſland of St. Vin- 
cent, iſſued in the iſland 
of Grenada, between 1 


July, and 30 Sept. 1776. 5046 13 9 


| 2 32409 13 7 
Towards the expence of 
proviſions delivered to the 
regiments in the ceded 
iſlands, appl y the ſum 
voted upon eſtimate 1776 | 
for that ſervice 17732 14 0 
1776. 1346/6 „ 
Feb. 6. To Zachary philip "WY | | 
nereau, Eſq; and Sir Mer- 
rick Burrell, Bart. for 
victualing the forces in 
the garriſon of Gibraltar, 
between 2 and 29 Oct. 


Rich ; 
Mar. 11. 700 for do. in do. be- PSY 
' . tween 30 Oct. 1775, and 
| 24 Dec. following 5390 14 10 
N 3. To do. for do. between 25 
7 ee. 1775, and 21 Jan, 
: 1776 2615 12 8 
26. To do. for do. between 22 


Carried over 10560 3 1 1020187 


171 a. 777. DDD 4ATKAS _— 
"3 | 1. d. £ 5 ds 


6 Dates of _ | „ 
arrants. Brought over 10500 3 1 1020187 6 15 
an. and 18 Feb. 1776, ͤœwu — 
1776, th included 2609 14 11 


June 20. To do. for do. between 19 
Feb. and 17 Mar. 1776, 
both included | 4% 13 6 
28. To do. for do. between 18 
March and 14 April, 
1776, both included 2613 14 21 
Aug. 1. To do. for do. between 15 | 
April and 12 May, Bop 
1776, both included 2630 17 5 
To do. for do. between 13 | 
May and 9 June, 1996, _.. — | 
both included „ abgz 13 3f- 3 
Sgpt. 25. To do. for do. between 10 | 
gone and 7 July, 1776, | | 
th included 2639 15 5 
Nov. 12. To do. for do. between 8 
| July and 1 Sept. 1776, | 
included 1 
Dec. 20. To do. for do. between 2 ; 
and 29 Sept. 1776, both | 
included , 8404-2 3» 
To do. for do. between 30 
Sept. and 27 Oct. 1776, 
both included 2422 9 ume 
To do, for inſurance on | | 
proviſions ſent to do, be- 
tween 2 Oct. 1775 and 
29 Sept. 1776, both in- 
included 8 


36544 17 8 


10 


Towards the expence of 
proviſions delivered to 


the regiments at G1- 

braltar, apply the ſum 

voted upon eſtimate, R 
1776, for that ſervice 24374 9 4 


12170 3 


Carried over 1032357 I4 5+ 
f ; * s 


Dd 2 


r PARLIAMENTARY A. 17. J 


Dates of : {+ S. d. L. a. 
? ” Warrants. . over 1032357 14 51 f 
© Mar. 11. To Samuel Smith, Eſq. for „ | 
| * victualling the forces in 
the province of Sene- 
gambia, between 1 Apr. 
1775, and 30 Sept. fol- | 
lowing 772 8 6 / 
May 22. To do. for do. between 
OR. and 31 Dec. 1775, X | 
incluſive 1397 17 5 ä A 
Aug. 1. To do. for do. between!!! oh 
Jan. and 30 Mar. 1776, 15 5 
incluſive 1488 15 10 W 
Nov. „ | Todo, for do. at Senegal, | 
between 1 April and 30 8 Fe 
une, 1776, for victual- BE . 
ling do. at Gambia, ber- ac a 
24 Dec. 1775, 
and 27 April, 1776, and 
for the _ victuallers 
falary at James's Fort, 
Gambia, from 1 July, | 
1775, to 30 June, 1776 2232 12 5 


* 
* 


Towards the expence of 
provifions delivered to be 
the corps in Africa, ap- — 61 
ply the ſum voted upon 9 1 
eſtimates, 1776, for that 
ſervice i 2 2328 2. 01 
1777. 3563 12 
| Jan. 16. To Thomas Harley, Eſq. on account of 
: ' proviſions ſent by him for the ſupply of | 
1776. the garriſon in Minorca 11000 © 0 
Apr. 3. To Anthony Baton and Lewis Chauvet, 
Eq. for 40 negroes furniſned and em- 
ployed by them in the ĩſland of Tobago, 
from 1 March to x July, 1975; for 
40 do. employed in the ſaid iſland, from ah 
30 June to 16 Aug. 1775; for 51 ne- 
Irn in che iſſand of Grenada, from 1 


ä 


Carried over 1046921 6 


A. 1777. B E ENA T NS. 
Dates of 


Warrants, © Brought over 


July to 10 Aug. 177 55 and for 1 54 ne- 


groes furniſhed and employed by them 


in the iſland of St. Vin from I 


July to 12 Aug. 1775, who have been 


ſupplied and victualled by them, and 


for travelling charges and duties paid on 


1775. . * | 
Aug. 4. To Col. William Faucitt, 
by way of impreſt, and 


han. 20. To do. by way of do. 10000 O o 


Feb. 7. To John Campbell, Eſq. 

for a bill of exchange 
drawn by him, as caſhier 
of the royal bank of Scot- 


lar. 15, To James Maſterſon and 
lohn Inglis, Eſq. for 
oatmeal, firing, candles, 
&c. furniſhed to the 
forces in the garriſons 
of fort William in Lo- 
chaber, caſtle Duart and 
fort Auguſtus, in the 
barracks of Bernera, In- 
verſnaid, Corgaft caſtle, 
and Bræmar caſtle, and 
in the garriſon of fort 


„ George, from 1 Jan, 
1775, to 31 Dec. fol- 5 
| lowing 2570 11 10 
o one 7. To the Duke of Argyll, 
5 for the like ſum expended 


by him on divers occa- 


ſions for the good of the 


ſervice in North Britain goo © ©. | 


ov, 29, To Humphry Bland Gar- 
diner and James Kempt, 
for neceſſaries furniſhed 

by them for the uſe of 


. 


1776. upon account 10000 ©, © 


land i9r o 0 


j+ 


1 A er ms 
Carried over 3061 12 4 1067972 17 23 


. 
| 3 
. 222 


Dates of 
Warrants. 


1776. 


July 3. Ho James Meyrick, jun. 


PARLIAMEN CARY 4. % 


Bought over 
the forces in North Bri- 
tain in the year 1776 


(executor of the late 
William Stukely) in 


„ G 
3061 12 4 1067972 17 2 


full ſatis faction 2 the 


like ſum expended 
him, in providing Ka: 
repairing utenſils, and 
for furniſhing coals and 
candles for the uſe of the 
forces in the barracks at 


Portſmouth 


| Feb. 2. To Andrew Clinton, Eſq. 


2 1 . 5 - 


* 


1 


in full ſatisfaction of the 
like ſum expended by 
him, in providing and 
repairing divers utenſils, 
&c. for the uſe of the 
barracks in Plymouth 
dock, from 25 Dec, 


1774, to 24 Dec. 1775 


May 26. To do. to enable him to 


provide coals and candles 
for the uſe of the e 
that are, or ma 


the barracks at Tz | 


dock 


Jaly 20. To do. for providing coals, 


1777. 


Jan. 13. 


candles, and ſundry uten- 
ſils, for the uſe of the 


troops in the citadel of . 


Plymouth and St, Ni- 
cholas iſland, from Dec. 


1775, to 24 June, 1776 


To do. for proyiding coals, 


candles, and ſundry uten- 
fils, for do. in do. from 


25 June, 1776, to 24 
Dec. following | 


| Carried over 


235 16 E's 
2 85 s 6297 8 7 
by v1 
03: 0-4 
500 0 0 
252 919 | 
2 


1158 17 7 1074427 14 


PR 


A. 1777. = ; 203 
Dates of . 4 14. . 
Warrants. Brought over 1158 17 7 1074427 14 4 


Jan. 20. To do. for providing and 
repairing divers utenſils, 
&c. for the uſe of the 
barracks at Plymouth 
dock, from 25 Dec. 
1775, to 25 Dec. 1776, 
and for his falary, for 
providing and taking care 
of them for the ſaid pe- 
riod 5 


1777. 


1776. | 
Aug. 19. To John Powell, Eſq. for 
his Majeſty's proportion 
of coals landed and re- 
ceived at Gibraltar, be- 


tween 3 May, 1775, and 


22 Feb. 1776, for the 

uſe of the garriſon there, 

and for the additional 

expence of freight and 
1777. inſurance 

Jan. 13. To. do. for do. received at 

ditto, between 16 July 

and 22 Nov. 1776, and 

for additional expences, 


&c. 
1776. | 
Jan. 29. To Lieut. Gen. Elliott, 
for graſs money for the 


I 5th reg. of dragoons, in 


in the ſummer, 1775 
Mar. 29. To Lord Robert Manners, 

for do. of the 3d reg. of 

dragoon guards, in the 


ſummer, 1775 


May 16. To Lord Townthend, for 


do. for the 2d reg. of 
do. in the ſummer, 1773 
Do. for do. in the ſummer, 


1714 


Carried oyer 


153 11 9 | 
a 1312 9 4 
2003 10 6 
2466 3 6 ' -. _ 
— —— 4469 140 
495 17 © 
369 3 1 
126 5 0 
126 5 © 


1117 10 1+ 1080209 17 82 
SWF * x 


"I PARLIAMENTARY A. 191) 


Dates of © 3 
epa. Brought over 
Do. for do. in che ſummer, 


1775 
To Lieut. __ Elliott, for 
extra feeding, &c. of the 


detachment of his reg. of 


dragoons in the year 


"B77 & 
Nov. 15. To Sir George Howard, 


for graſs money for the 


| 7th reg. of do. in the 
err, 


To Major Gen. Johnſtone, 


for do. of the 11th do. 
of do. in the ſummer, 
1776 

To Gen. Moſtyn, for do. 
of the 1ſt do. guards, in 
do. 1776 


To Major Gen. Fitzroy, | 


for do. of the zd reg. of 
drageons, in do. 1776 
Dec. 20. To the Earl of Pembroke, 


for do. of the iſt do. in 


do. 1776 
To Major Gen. Carpenter, 
1 for do. of the 4th do. in 
| ha o. 1776 


To Lord Robert Manners, 


for do. of the 3d reg. of 
do. guards, in do. 1776 
To Lieut. Gen. Harvey, 
for do. of the 6th- reg. 
of dragoons, in ditto, 


] 1776 
1775. 
O8. 27. To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, 


for the pay of 9 ſurgeons 


mates to the goth reg. of 


foot, ſtationed at Jamai- 


ca, from 25th Dec. 1774, 
to 24 June, 1775 


Carried over 


GS SS £ <6 £< 
ey 10 15 _—_— 17 8 - 


T 9 .-. 


300 0 o 
412 18 3 
266 19 0 
237 o 6 
163 © © 
#20 5 
„ 2 


179 12 7+ 


15. 


$97. 0 Þ 


277 © 8 1083391 181 


L. 


205 


1 %. D. E B ATE 8. 

4 >" 22 > 
51 ates of 4 1 dl. L. 4. e d. . - 
8 ſarrants. Brought over 277 8 1083391 18 22 


n. 29. To Lieut. Gen. Harvey, 
170, for his additional pay, as 
adjutant-general, from 


ec. 1775 
To Col. Charles Grey, for 
his pay as aid de camp to 
the King, to 24 Dec. 
1775 
To Sir Thomas Spencer 
Wilſon, for his pay as 


Dec. following 


25 Dec. 17/4, to 24 


1460 0 0 


do. for 280 days, from 
20 March, 1775, to 24 


31. To Robert Adair, Eſq. for 


for 365 days pay, as in- 
ſpector-general of the 
hoſpitals, to 24 Dec. 


1775 


0 


To Meſſrs. Powell and 


Cooke, for the pay of 
ſeveral ſupernumerary 
officers of the invalids, 
from 25 Dec. 1774, to 
24 Dec. 1775 
„17. To Col. William Faucitt, 
_—_ days pay, as com- 
miſlary in Germany, 
from 3 Nov. 1775, to 
2 Feb. 1776, both in- 
cluſive 
5. To Lieut. Col. Townſ- 
hend, for ſuperintending 
the recruiting of the ad- 


. ditional companies in 
Ireland 
15. To William Biſhop, for 
365 days pay, as ſur- 
-_ at Senegal, to 24 
ec. 1774 
18 Carried over 
a DL. VI. | E S 


2167 14 


460 © 


4s o 


192 10 0 


5023 I 1083391 18 22 if 
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Dates of 
. Warrants. 
Mar. 20. To John Fenton, Eſq. for 


1776. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Brought over 


213 days pay, as cap- 
tain and commander of 


William and Mary caſ- 
tle, in the B ray em of 


New Hampſhire, ſrom 7 


June, 1775, to 5 June, 
1776 


| 77 
April 3. To Samuel Holland, Eſq. 


183 days pay, as ſur- 
veyor-general of the 
province of Quebec, 
from 31 Oct. 1775, to 
30 April, 1776 


To Col. Wrightſon, in ad- 


dition to his ſalary as 
major to Chelſea hoſpi - 
tal 


16. To Meſſrs. Roſs and Gray, 


for the pay of 9 ſurgeons 
mates, belonging to the 
1ſt batt. of the 6oth reg. 
of foot, ſtationed at Ja- 
maica, from 25 June, 
1775, to 24 Dec. fol- 


lowing 


May 2. To Capt. Andrew Fraſer, 


for 178 days pay, as 
commullary at Dunkirk, 
from 11 OR. 1775, to 
5 April, 1776, both in- 


cluſive 


17. To Lieut. Col. Townſ- 
hend, for pay for 219 


22. 'EF 


ys, as ſuperintendant 
of the recruiting ſervice, 
from 20 May, 1775, to 
to 24 Dec. following, 
both incluſive 


o Meflrs. Cox and Mair, 


for the pay of 9 ſur- 
Carried over 5 


6'L £5 


5 B 4 
- $923 3 2 1083391 18 


213 © 0 


278 10 6 


216 11 6 


7181 8 2 1083391 18 


A. 11) 


177 


. < 

18 Dates ＋ ; 

Warrants. Brought over 
geons mates to the 56th 


reg. of foot, ſtationed at 


1775, to 24 Dec. fol- 
1770. lowin 

May 24. To Col. William Faucitt, 
for * days pay, as com- 
miſlary in Germany, 
from 3 Feb. 1776, to 2 
May following, both in- 
cluft ve 

June 7. To Col. William Roy, for 
183 days pay, for ſuper- 
intending ſtores ſent to 
America 

10. To Col. Charles Rainſ- 
ford, for 39 days pay, 
as commiſſary for muſ- 
tering and embarking a 
reg. of Hanau infantry, 
from 26 Feb. 1776, to 
4 April following 
18. * Robert Gordon, Eſq. 


ry of proviſions at 
Corks from, 21 Feb, 
1776, to 21 May, fol- 
lowing 
25 20. To Major Gen. Haviland, 
for 72 days pay, as in- 
ſpector-general of the 
forces in the Weſt-In- 
dia iſlands, from 14 Oct. 
1775, to 24 Dec. fol- 
lowing, both incluſive 
To Major Gen. Evelyn, 
for his extra trouble and 
expence, in reviewing 


his Majeſty's land forces 


in the year 1776 


0 | Carricd over 


E e 2 


Jamaica, from 25 June, 


e days pay, as com- 
a 


2777. Ar 


„„ 
7181 23 
278 10 6 
450 © © 
366 o o 
117 8 

90 © © 

180 © 2 
100 0 0 
8762 15 8 


ö 


207 


4. „ 
1083391 18 24 


1083391 18 23 


Dates of 


Warrants, Brought over 
July 4. To * Fenton, Eſq. for 
. 1770, 182 days pay, as cap- 


tain and commander of 
William and Mary caſ- 
tle, in New Hampſhire, 
from 6 Jan. 1776, to 5 
July following, beth in- 
cluſive 
12, To Col. Charles Rainſ- 
ford, for 44 days pay, as 
commiſſary for muſter- 
ing and embarking a 
corps of Hanau artillery, 
from 14 May, 1776, to 
226 June following, both 
incluſive 
Aug. 17. To Col. William Fawcitt, 
for 92 days pay, as com- 
miſſary in Germany, 
from 3 May, 1776, to 
2 Aug. following, both 
inclufive 
19. To Lieut. John Cleve 
7 Playdell, for his care and 
trouble in aſſiſting to 
complete a plan of North 
Britain, from 1 May, 
1775, to 30 April, 1776, 
both incluſive, being 366 
days 
Bept. 16, To Lieut. Col. Townſ- 
hend, for 183 days pay, 


Pl 


recruiting ſervice, to 24 
June, 1776 
To ditto, for the pay of 
officers employed to affiſt 
in carrying on the re- 
cruiting ſervice in Ire- 
land > 


Carried qver 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A. 175 


as ſuperintendant of the 


A. 
$ S, d. f. „ D 
8762 15 8 1083391 18 7 
0 
182 0 © 
132 0 © : 
460, O © 1 
183 © 9 
183 8 
260 10 © 
10163 5 1083391 18 2 
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Dates | 5 „5 a „„ 
Warrants, Brought over 10163 5 8 1083391 18 2+ 
Oct. 3. To John Charlton, for his a | 
ane pay as ſurgeon to the 
' hoſpital at Boſton, for 
260 days, from 11 Feb.- 
1775, to 28 October 
following, both inclu- 
five | 130 © 0 
_ To Meſſrs. Roſs and Gray, 
for the pay of 9 ſurgeons 
mates belonging to the 
1ſt batt, of the Goth reg. 
of foot, ſtationed at Ja- 
maica, from 25 Dec. 
1775, to 24 June, 1776 278 10 6 
8, To Robert Gordon, Eſq. 
for -_ days pay, as com- 
miſſary of proviſions at 
Corke, from 22 May, 
1776, to 21 Aug. fol- 
lowing 92 © 0 
Nov. 13. To Capt. Andrew Fraſer, 
for 188 days pay, as 
commiſſary at Dunkirk, 
from 6 April, 1776, to 
10 Oct. following, both 
incluſive 282 © © : 
25, To Col. W. Roy, for 183 
days pay, as ſuperinten- | 
dant of ſtores ſenttoAme- 
rica, from 14 April, 
1776, to 13 Oct. fol- 
lowing, both incluſive 366 0 © 
28, To Robert Gordon, Eſq. 
for 92 days pay, as com- 
wer A Corke, from 
22 Aug. to 21 Nov. 
1776, both incluſive - 92 © © 
To Col. William Faucitt, 
3 days pay, as com- 
miſſary in Germany, 


from 3 Aug, 1776, to 2 


— Jy 


Carried over 31403 16 2 1083391 18 25 


210 PARLIAMENT ARY 


| . Datas of 
Warrants. Brought over 
Nov. following, both 
1776. included 
Dec. 11. To Major Generals John- 
ſton, Parker, and Lord 
Adam Gordon, for their 
trouble and expence in 
reviewing his Majeſty's 
forces in anno 1776 
17. To * Fenton, Eſq. for 
184 days pay, as cap- 
tain and commander of 
William and Mary caſ- 
tle, in New Hampſhire, 
from 6 July, 1976, to 5 
Jan. 1777 
19. To Richard Reeve, Eſq. 
for 141 days pay, as 
deputy paymaſter upon 
an expedition underGen, 
Clinton, from 8 Jan. 
1776, to 28 May, fol- 
= U lowing, both incluſive 
To Robert Duff, Eſq. for 
145 days pay, as gover- 
nor of Newfoundland, 
from 22 Oct. to 14 
March, 1776 
To John Campbell, Eſq. 
for 1 years allowance, as 
ſuperintendant and in- 
ſpector of Indian affairs 
in the province of Que- 
bec, from 2 Oct. 1775, 
to 2 Oct. 1776 
To Major Hayman Rooke, 
as major to the late 98th 
reg. of foot, for 366 
days allowance, to 24 
Dec. 1776 
To George Munro, Eſq. 
for 366 days pay, as 


Carried over 


— 24. 


11403 16 2 
460 © © 


2537 10 © 


184 0 © 


nit 10 8 : 


217 10 O 


300 © © 


274 10 0 


15788 16 2 1083391 


A. 177, 


. $, 
1083391 18 


a, 


9 
J 
23 


A. 1777. 


11, Dates of 


D £394 hi © 211. 


Marrants. Brought over 


1776. 
Mar, 15. 


Co nmiſſary of ſtores in 
North Britain, to do. 
To lieutenant col. Birch, 
for 366 days allowance, 
in lieu of a troop of light 
dragoons to ditto 

To major general George 
Preſton for 366 days al- 
lowance, in lieu of atroop 
of light dragoons to do. 


To lord John Murray to 
enable him to reimburſe 
the non-commiſſion-offi- 
cers and private men of 
the 42d regiment of foot, 
the ſtoppages made for 


4. d. „ 


3 
: ” 


* 
15788 16 2 1083391 18 27 


183 © © 
283 13 0 
283 13 0 


—— Oc 2 


the ſurgeon and pay-maſ- 


ter's allowancs from 25 
June, 1775, to 24 Dec. 
following, and for the al- 
lowance of bread money 
to the ſaid regiment, from 
18Oct. to 14 Nov. 1775 
To Edm. Armſtrong, eſq. 
to enable him to reim- 
burſe do. of the $th of 
foot, the ſtoppꝰ es made 
for do. and for the al- 
lowance ot bread to 32d 
regiment of foot from 


25 June, 1775, to the 


24th Dec. following 
To Adam Wood, eſq. to 
enable him to reimburſe 


164 4 8 


390 15 1 


do. of the 31ift regiment 


of foot, the ſtoppages 


made for do. from 25 


June, 1775, to 24th Dec. 
tollowing, and for the al- 


lowance of bread money 


Carried over 


* 


554 19 9z 1099931 o 44 


- 
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Dates of 4 1 
Wirrants, Brought over 554 19 94 1099931 O 41 
1 ſor the ſaid regiment, 
from 1ft July to 31 Dec. 5 
1775 366 9 5 


To Edward Biſhop, eſq. 

to enable him to reim- 

burſe do. of the 5th re- 

giment of foot the do. 

made for do. from 25 

June, 177c, to 24 Dec. 

following, and for the al- 

lowance of bread money 

2 for the 29th regiment of 
foot for the ſame time 478 16 29 
26. To Meſſrs. John and Geo. | 

Heſſe, to enable them to 

_ reimburſe do. of the 37th 

regiment of foot the do. 


made for do. from 4 Aug. 
1775 to 24 Dec. follow- 
ing I 17 4 | 
Mar. 26. To James Meyrick, eſq. to j 
ET. enable him to reimburſe U. 


the non-commiſhoned 
officers and private men 
of ſundry regiments of 
foot, the ſtoppages made 
for the paymaſters and 
ſurgeons allowances from 
25 June, 1775 to 24 De- | 
cember following 787 10 2 
To Meſſrs. Roberts, to ena- 
ble them to reimburſe 
do. of the 27th and 38th 
regiments of foot the do. 
for do. from do. to 
0. I 
To Meſſrs. Adair and Bul- 3 
lock, to enable them to 
reimburſe do. of the 4th, 
25th, and 47th regiments 


4 FA [ EE. 8 


. 8 | Carried over 2434 19 13 1099931 © 4; 


— 


Vo 


2 
k 


* . D E A A T 48 bn 


Dates of 3 Le *o 4. 1 4. 

Warrants. ' rought over 2434 19 1s 1099931 0 4 
of foot the 4 made for : I A” 34 
do. from do. to do. 4243 12 7 


To Sir Charles Montagw 
to enable him to reim- 
burſe do. of the ad regi- 
ment of foot the do. made 
for do. from do. to do 57 o 8 
To James Fitter, eſq. to | 
enable him to reimburſe 
do. of the 15th and 55th 
regiments of foot, the 
ſtoppages made for do. 
from 4 Auguſt, 1775, to 
24 Dec. following 1 
To Meſſrs. Roſs and Gray, 
to enable them to reim- 
burſe do. of ſundry regi- 
ments of foot the 4 | 
made for do. from 25 
June, 1775 to 24 De- 
1776. cember following 857 13 8 
May 17. To Hugh Joſiah Hanſard, 
| | eſq. to enable him to re- 
imburſe do. of the 45th 
regiment of foot the do. 
made for do. from do. to | 
do. 83 4 9 
22. To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, : 
to enable them to reim- 
burſe do. of ſundry re- 
giments of foot the do. 
made for do. from do. 
to do. | 19 307 '6- 
Od. 3. To James Meyrick, eſq. for 
his Majeſty's allowance 
of bread money to the- 
28th, 33d, 46th, 64th, 
and 7oth regiments of 
foot ſtationed in Chat- 
ham barracks, Tinmouth, 


and Edinburgh caſtle 409 5 0 


| Brought over 5502 8 115 10 10 7 : 
LI „ 1 1099931 0 44 | 


14 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Jock, to enable them to 
reimburſe the non-com- 
miffioned officers and pri- 
vate men of the 4th, 25th, 
and 47th regiments of 
foot, the ſtoppages made 
for the ſurgeon and pay- 
maſter's allowances, from 
25 Dec. 1775 to 24 
June, 1776 

To Edward Biſhopp, eſfq. . 
to enable him to reim- 
burſe do. of the 5th and 
29th' regiments of foot 
the do. made for do. from 
do, to do. 

To Meſſrs. Meyrick, to 
enable them to reimburſe 
do. of ſundry regiments 
of foot the do. made for 
do. from do. to do. 

To licutenant general Arm- 
ſtrong, to enable him to 
reimburſe do. of the 8th 

regiment of foot the do. 
made for do. from do, to 
do. 

To Meſſrs. Roſs and Gray, 
to enable them to reim- 
burſe do. of ſundry re- 
giments of foot the do. 
_ for do. from do. to 

do. 

To Adam Wood, eſq. to 
enable him to reimburſe 
the non- commiſſioned 
officers and private men 
of the 3 iſt regiment of foot 
the ſtoppages made for 
the ſurgeons and payma- 


Carried over 


A. 191. 


099931 0 . 


"Dates of * 3 
Warrants, . Brought over 5502 81 114 1 
OR. 31. To Meſſrs. Adair and Bul- 


377 


273 11 10 


— — — 


8724 11 8} 1099931 © 


Dates of + ” 
al Farrants. Brought over 


ſters allowances from 25 

Dec. 1775 to 24 June, 
1776, and for the allow- 
ance of bread money to 
* ſaid 3 Gown 
I Jan. to 23 June, 1776 

To Meſlrs. Anderſon 3 
Richardſon, to enable 
them to reimburſe the 
non- commiſſioned offi- 
cers, &c. of the 42d, 
or royal highland 2 
ment, of foot the do. 
made for do. from 25 
Dec. 1775 to 24 June, 
1776 5 

To H. J. Hanſard, eſq. t 
enable him to reimburſe 
do. of the 45th regiment 
of foot the do. made for 
do. from do. to do. 

To Sir Charles Montagu, 
to enable him to reim- 
burſe do. of the 2d regi- 
ment of foot the do. 
made for do. from do. 
to do. | 

ov. 15. To James Fitter, eſq. to 
1776. 


do. of the 15th and 6gth 


regiments of foot the 


do. made for do. from 
do. to do. = 
To Meſſrs. Roberts, to 
enable them to reim- 
burſe do. of the 27th and 
38th regiments of foot 
the do. made for do. from 
do. to do, } 
Jec, 20. To Sir Eyre Coote, to 
enable him to reimburſe 
do. of the 37th regiment 


25. 


Carried over 


enable him to reimburſe 


E 8. 215 


Lo 4. >< £ 4. d. | 
8724 11 8; 1099931 0 44, 


— 


240 13 2 
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193 13 5 
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Dates of 


PARLIAMENTARY 4. ½½ 


Brou ht over 


N of foot the do. made for 


do. from do. to do. 


Feb. 17. To James Meyrick, eſq. 


1776. 


for loſſes ſuſtained by 
the officers of the 28th 
regiments of foot on 
board the tranſports in 
the ſtorms on the 19th 


and 20th Oct. 1775 


To Anne Boſcawen, wi- 


dow of lieutenant gene- 
ral Boſcawen, to enable 
her to replace ſundry 
accoutrements, &c. be- 
longing to 23d regiment 


of foot, loſt in the ac- 


tions of the 19 Apr. and 


17 June, againſt the re- 


bels in North America 


May 6. r 


o Edmond Armſtrong, 


eſq. for loſſes ſuſtain 
by ſundry officers of the 


. 32d regiment of foot in 


the wreck of the Rock- 
ingham tranſport on the 
coaft of Ireland, on 22 
December, 1775 


To Meſſrs. Koſs Dy 


Gray, in full ſatisfac- 


tion for the loſſes ſuſ- 


tained by the Coldſtream 
regiment of foot guards, 
in the fire at the Savoy 
barracks, on the 3d of 
March, 1776 


I 
May 17. To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, 


to be paid over to the 


colonels of the 22d and 


. 5. d. L. 4. ©& 
9678 16 oz 1099931 © 4 


122 12 0 


78 3 9 


237 8 8 


40th regiments of foot, 


in full compenſation for 


Carried over 


1062 18 5 1109718 19 


L 1777. 


1 2 

4 Warrants. Brought over 
the loſſes they ſuſtained 
by the cloathing of their 


reſpective regiments for 
the year 1775, being 
taken by 
Philadelphia 
To colonel William Am- 
herſt, to replace ſun- 


1 
IS; 


dry accoutrements, and - 


cloathing of the 32d re- 
giment of foot, loſt in 
the wreck of the Rock- 
ingham tranſport, on 
the coaſt of Ireland, the 
22d Dec. 1775 

zept. 16, To ſerjeant Carter, of do. 
1776, regiment, for loſſes ſuſ- 
tained by him on the 

wreck of do. tranſport 
To capt. Humph. Owen, 
of the 7iſt regiment of 
foot for do. ſuſtain- 


ed by him on the taking 


of the Gaſpee ſchooner 


by the rebels in Ameri- 


: rica in the year 1775 
dt. 3. To lieut. colonel Fletcher, 
of the 32d e of 

foot for do. ſuſtained by 

him in the wreck of the 


Rockingham tranſport 
775, To major general Scot, 
ct. 23. lieu of 353 days ditto 


tionals to the 26th re- 

giment of foot FR 

To Sir Robert Hamilton, 
in lieu of 353 days do. 
for do. of 4oth regiment 
of foot 


Carried over 


"DES 8 


the rebels at 
1277 $5 4 


offrecks for the addi- 
8578 7 0 
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1062 18 5 1109718 19 33 


* 
o 


* 


4 
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180 o © 
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878 7 0 
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— 
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418 
Dates e 
FF Warrant, _ Brought over 
1776. To the earl of Loudoun, 
Feb. 17. in lieu of 49 days do. 
j h for do. of — regiment 
EE \ of foot guards 
„ A&pr. 18. To earl Cornwallis, in lieu 
1 of 384 days do. for do. 
of 33d regiment of foot 
May 31. To major general Mackay, 
in lieu of 79 days do. 
for do. of 21ſt regiment 
of foot 
June 28. To major general Fraſer, 
in lieu of 49 days do. 
for his regiment of foot 
To lord Frederick Caven- 
diſh, in lieu of 79 days 
do. for do. of _ regi- 
ment of foot 
To major:general Elphin- 
ſtone, in lieu of 79 days 
do. for do. of 53d regi- 
ment of foot 
To major general Frede- 
rick, in lieu of 384 days 
do. for do. of 54th re- 
giment of foot 
To Sir A. Houghton, in 
lieu of 79 days do. for 
do. of 3iſt regiment of 
foot 
To major general Taylor, 
in lieu of 79 days do. 
for do. of 24th regiment 
of foot | 


July 3. 


#3 


 Tolieutenant general Eve- 


lyn, in lieu of 110 days 
offrecks for the additio- 


nals of the 2gth regi- 


ment of foot 
To lord Ligonier, in lie 


Carried over 
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£. 4. d. 4. 4. d. 7 
1756 14 O 1112950 © 10 y 


160 7 11 


413 13 11 


80 2 8 
804 12 1 
| | 77 
1 
85 2 2 


413 13 10 


80 2 8 


. 


* 


111 11 


—— 
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Dates of | | 
Warrants,  Broughtover 
of 140 days do. for do, 
of qth foot 
To major general Preſton, 
in lieu of 279 days do. 
for do. of 17th regiment 
of dragoons 
To major general Parker, 
in lieu of 79 days do. for 
do. of 20th regiment of 
foot 
To Sir John Irwine, in lieu 
of 384 days do. for do. 
of 57th regiment of foot 
To major general Jones, in 
| lieu of 79 days do. for do. 
776, of 62d regiment of foot 


TP 
00 


of 49 days do. for do. of 
the 2d or Coldftream regi- 
ment of foot guards 

To major gen. Burgoyne, 
in lieu of 172 days do. for 
do. 16th regiment of dra- 
goons _ 

To his royal highneſs the 
duke of 4 Glouceſter, in 
lieu of 49, days do. for 
do. of the firſt 
of foot guards 


To lieutenant general Ha- 


zr. 29. viland, for providing di- 
vers camp neceſſaries for 


the 45th regiment of foot 
To lieutenant gen. Monck- 


ton for providing do. for 
the 17th regiment of foot 
To Sir William Howe, for 
providing do. for the 23d 
.regiment of foot | 
= To major - general Earle, 


Carried over 


ept. 14. To earl Waldgrave, in lieu 


1 Fe d. Lot * d. 5 
4076 5 2 1112950 o 16+ 


150 16 6 
„ 
8 2 2 


413 13 10 


85 2 2 


160 18 11 


regiment 


267 13 © 


620 10 0 1114976 5 32 


22 PARLIAMENTARY 


Brought oyer 
for providing do. for the 
28th regiment of foot 

To earl Cornwallis, for 
do. provided for the 33d 
regiment of foot 

To colqnel Vaughan, for 
do. provided for the 46th 
regiment of foot 

To major general Pome» 
roy, for do. provided 
the 64th regiment of 
foot 

To major general Taylor, 
for do. provided for the 
24th' regiment of foot 

To earl Perey, for do. pro- 
vided for the 5th regi- 
ment of foot 


for 


1776. 29th re 8 of foot 
—— Lin 15. To Sir 5. A ughton, 


31ſt regiment of foot 
To Sir William Boothby, 
for do. provided for the 
6th regiment of foot 
' To Lord Ligonier, for 
providing camp neceſſa- 


of foot 
To lord Eſandford, for do. 
provided for the Toth do. 
To major general Geſ- 


for the 16th ditto 


for do. provided for the. 
20th do. 


To lieutenant gen. Gaze, 


To 1 general Evelyn, 
O0. provided for the 


ries for the gth regiment 


borne, for do. provided - 
To major general Parker, 


. 
620 10 

88 4 
88 4 


B 4 


for do. — or the 


267 13 
267 13 


267 13 


267 13. 


* 
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O 
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0 


2M 
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11 18976 5 
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V. 


1 DE B AT f s. 1 
dates of 4 TEE I 
arrants. Brought over 3552 12 © 1118976 5 34 

for do. provided for the | | 
22d ditto 267 13 o 
To Lord F. Cavendiſh, for 
do. provided for the 34th 
do. 267 13 © 
To Sir R. Hamilton, for 
do. provided for the4oth | 
To lieutenant general Ca- 
rey for do. provided for 
the 43d do. 267 13. © 
To Gen. Abercrombie, for 
do. provided for the 44th 
oo. 5 267 13 © 
To Sir John Clavering, for | 
do. provided for the 52d | 
do. E 
To Sir J. Irvine, for do. | | 
provided the 57th do. 267 13 -@ 
To Col. Jones, for do. pro- | 
vided for the 62d do. 267 13 0 
To Major Gen. Grant, for 
do. provided for the 63d 
do. 267 13 © 
To Lieut. Gen. Urmſton, ES, 
for do. provided for the 
1776. G5th dv, 267 13 © ; 
pr. 16. To Lord John Murray, for 0 
do. provided for the 42d ä 
do 448 13 © 
To the Earl of Cavan, for cs LE 
do. provided for the 15th ra 
do, | a67 1 0-: 
To do. for do. provided for | 
the 55th do. 186 18 O 
To Major Gen. Campbell, 
for do. provided for the 
35th do. OE 1 
To Major Gen. Burgoyne, | 7 
for do. provided for the 

i 16th do. dragoons 3 . E 

. | Carried over 7995 8 3 1118976 5 33 
Vor. VI x | | 2 
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222 
Dates ef 


Warrants. 


To Major Gen. Cunning- 


Brought over 


hai.” for do. provided for 


the 14th do. foot 

To Major Gen. Mackay, 
for do provided for the 

21ſt do. 

To Major Gen. Maitland, 
for do. provided for the 
49th do. 

To Major Gen. Elphin- 
ſtone, for do. provided for 
the 53d do. 

To M3 Gen. Frederick, 

| for 55 provided for the 
1776. Fath do. 

Apr. 18. To Lieut. Gen. Hodgſon, 

for do. provided for the 
4th do. 

To Sir Guy Carleton, for 
_ provided for the 47th 


* 


To Sir Eyre Coote, for do. 
provided for the 37th. do. 
22. To the earl of Loudon, for 
do. provided for the de- 
tachment of foot guards 
MY 6. To Maj. Gen. Maſſey, for 
do. provided for the 27th 
do. of foot 
To Maj. Gen. Pigot, for 
do. provided for the 38th 


17. To Mai. Gen. Fraſer, for 
| 2 —— for the 71ſt 
0 
To Lieut. Gen. Armſtrong, 
for do. provided for the 
Sth do, . 


_—----- Carried over 
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Warrants, 


eb. 14. To the Earl of Loudoun, 


15, To Lord 


R254 T2. 


Brought over 


for bas borſes for a de- 
tachment from the three 


regiments of foot guards 


ordered on ſervice in 

North America 

John Murray, 
for bas horſes for the 42d 
regiment of foot, order- 
ed on ſervice in North 
America 

To Maj. Gen. Cunning- 
ham and Giſborne, for 
bas horſes for the 14th 
and 16th do. ordered in 

- ſervice in do. 

To Sir William Boothby, 
for bas horſes for the 
6th regiment of do. or- 
dered to do. 


lay 31. To Maj. Gen. Fraſer, for 


bas horſes for the 71ſt 
do. ordered to do. 


eb. 14. To the Earl of Loudon, 


for baggage horſes for a 
detachment from the 
three regiments of foot 
guards, ordered on ſer- 
vice in do. 


lr, 15. To Lord John Murray, 


for do. of the 42d regi- 
ment of foot, ordered on 
do. in do. 
To Maj. Gen. Cunning- 
ham and Giſborde, for 
do. of the 14th and 16th 
do. of do. ordered on do. 
in do. | 
To Sir William Boothby, 
for do. for the 6th do. of 
do. ordered ondo. in do, 


Carried over 
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Dates of : 
\ Sarrant. 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Brought over 


May 31. To Maj. Gen. Frazer, for 


1776, 


the T1ft do. of do. order- 


on do. in do. 


Feb, 14. To the Earl of Loudon, 
for 100 days forage-mo- 


ney, for a detachment 


from the three regiments 


of foot guards, ordered 


ON 


ſervice in do. 


Mar. 1 5. To Lord John Murray, 


for 100 days do. for the 


42d regiment of foot or- 
dered on ſervice in do, 


To Maj: Gen, Cunning- 


hame and Giſborne, for 


100 days do. each, for 
the 14th and 16th regi- 
ments of do. ordered on 
ſervice in do. 


To Sir William Boothby, 


for 


the 6th regiment of do. 


100 days do. 


ordered on ſervice in do. 


; May 31- ny 


Gen. Fraſer, for 
ays do. for the 71ſt 


regiment of do. ordered 
on ſervice 1 in do. 


Feb. 5. To Edward 3 Eſq; 


for a balance due to him 


for 


remitting money to 


the troops in Weſt Flo- 
rida, between 25 Aug. 
1772, and 24 Aug. 1775 
June 13. To Kendor Maſon, Efq; for the uſe of 
himſelf andWitter Cuming, deceaſed, 


for balance of their account, "for remit- 
ting money to Eaſt F Joriea, between 
25 October 1772, and 24 Aug. 1775. 


. 
932 10 2 1131588 g ( 
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Dates of | 

Warrants, | Brought over 
Mar. 22. To Robert Adair, Eſq; to enable him to 
1776. ſatisfy ſuch bills as may be drawn upon 
him for the pay of divers extra ſurgeons 
and ſurgeon's mates, in the ceded 
iſlands, &c. 1009 o o 
April 22. To do for do. 2000 0 0 


r 


Jan. 29. To Lieut. Col. William Roy, Deput 
Quarter-maſter General, to reimburſe 
him his travelling expences in 1775 
To Lieut. Gen. Harvey, for his contin- 
gent diſburſements as Adjutant General 
to 24 December 1775 5 
Feb. 5. To George Garnier, Eſq; for medicines 
and materials by him provided for the 
forces in England, the Weſt Indies, 
Africa, and North America, in the 
year 1775 


To Capt. Andrew Fraſer, commiſſary at 


Dunkirk, for poſtage of letters, expreſ- 
ſes, &c. for the year 1775 
Mar. 12, To Sir George Oſborne, for providing an 
equipage as commiſlary of the — * 
for the foreign troops ; 
15. To Jobn Trotter, Eſq; for providing hoſ- 
pital bedding, and divers utenſils for the 


uſe of the forces at Dominica and St. 


Auguſtine 
April 3, To Sir James Eſdaile, in full ſatisfaction 
| for ſundry accoutrements provided 
for the light infantry in the province 
of Quebec / 

29. To Col. Guy | Johnſon ſuperintendant of 
India affairs, in advance, and in part of 
his account for the pay of officers and 
incidental expences in his department, 
ED 25 Mar. 1775, and 25 Mar. 


May 17. To | AE: Col. Samuel Townſhend, for 


his contingent diſburſements as ſuper- 


intendant of the recruiting ſervice from 


Carried over 
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Dates of 
Warrants. _ 1 Bought over 
25 June 1775, to 24 December fol- 
1776. lowin 5, 


May 20. To Whitwell Butler, Eſq; for the rent of 


a houſe at Senegal, for the uſe of the. 


chief juſtice of the 3 of Sene- 
gambia, ended 7 Feb. 1776. | 
24. To Col. Guy Johnſon, for expences at- 
tending ſome Indian chiefs, during 
their reſidence in London 
31. To Col. Wilkins, in full ſatisfaction and 
diſcharge of the like ſum expended by 
him in carrying on the public works in 
the Illinois country | 
June 10. To Richard Clarke, for the expence and 
| | loſſes of his ſon, in bringing to this 
country, from Quebec, by the direc- 
tions of the commander in chief in Ca- 
nada, four pilots, two deſerters, and 
| and one priſoner, from the rebel army 
12. To the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſell, for 
- levy money of commiſſioned officers 
20. To John Ellis, Eſq; for the purchaſe and 
keeping of a ſchooner for the ſervice 
of the province of Weſt-Florida, from 


7 1776, to 1 Jan. 1777 
28. To Col. Cha. Rainsford, for divers ex- 


pences incurred by him in the paſſage 


of the regiment of Hanau infantry 
and company of artillery, to the place 
of their embarkation for North Ame- 
rica i 
To Col. Morriſon, for his contingent 
diſburſements as Quarter-maſter Ge- 
neral, from 25 Dec. 1775, to 24 June 
7 | 
5. To Jeremiah Perry, to reimburſe him his 
expences in bringing over miſſionaries 
from the Muſquito Indians, in the 
year 17 . 


July 3- 


5 | 
8. To Major Gen. Haldimand, for his ex- 
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Dates of 
Warrants. - Brought over 


pences, and in lieu of pay while he 


acted as commander in chief in North 
America, during the abſence of Lieut. 
1776. General Gage | 


July 12. To Ifaac Barre, Thomas Fitzmaurice, 


and David Roberts, Efqrs. for the ba- 

lance of the account of Ulyſſes Fitz- 

maurice, Eſq; deceaſed, late Governor 

1 the iſlands of Grenada, Dominica, 

Aug. 2. To William Beſt, Eſq; for contingent 

diſburſements of the three Hanoverian 

| battalions at Gibraltar, from 29 Nov. 
1775, to 24 Dec. following 

To do. for the extraordinary expences of 

the Hanoverian troops in their paſſage 

to Gibraltar and Minorca, in conſe- 


N 2 of part of them having been 


ſtranded at Dunkirk and the iſle of 
Rhe | 
Aug. 17. To Patrick George Crauford, Eſq; for 

his expences and trouble in carrying 
633121. 108. to Heſſe Caſſel 

To H. J. Hanſard, for the freight of the 
ſchooner Tryal, hired to bring diſ- 
patches from Senegal 

To David Gordon, for his expences and 
trouble in carrying 50O0ol. to Portſ- 


mouth, for the ſubſiſtence of the 2d 


diviſion of the Brunſwic troops 

To Thomas Haſley, Eſq; for the expen- 

ces of packing, inſurance, and charges 

of cloathing ſent_ to Canada, for the 

ſervice of the forces there 

Avg. 19, To John Trotter, Eſq; for providing 
hoſpital-bedding, &c. for the uſe of 

the forces at St. Auguſtine and Domi- 

nica | 


= 


To do. for providing do. for the uſe of | 


7 the ſick recruits in Chatham barracks 
27. To R. P. Taylor, Eſq; to be paid over 
to a tranſlator of German vouchers 


Brought over 


1158550 


3033 


263 
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993 


122 13 3 
381 4 0 
25 0 '© 
1164724 6 4! 
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"= PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates of 
Warrants. Brought over 
Sept. 16. To Lieut. Col. Townſhend, for his con- 
1776. tingent expence in ſuperintendi the 
recruiting ſervice to 24 June 1776 
Oct. 3. To Capt. Richard Bailie, of the Gad reg. 
for his contingent expences as aſſiſtant 
to the quarter- maſter General in North 
America from 18 Nov. 1775, to 10 
Sept. 1776 
8. To the Hereditary Prinee of Heſſe Caſſel 
F ar 5 money of commiſſioned offi- 
cers of the regiment of Hanau 
30. To Governor Tonyn, for the keeping up 
. a ſchooner for the ſervice of the pro- 
| ' vince of Eaſt-Florida, for one year, 
to 29th Auguſt 1777 
31. To Robert Adair, Eſq; to reimburſe him 
ſeveral ſums paid on account of the 
hoſpitals, and for his contingent diſ- 
burſements, to 24 June 1776 


Nov. 12. To John Blackburn, merchant, for vic- 


tualling and maintaining the veſſels 
employed on the lakes Ontorio, Erie, 
| and Huron in North America, from 
: io May 1775, to 10 May 1776 

13. To Thomas Harley, Eſq; for packing 
freight, carriage, inſurance, and char- 
ges, in ſending cloathing to the inva- 

lids doing duty in ſundry garriſons, 
To Jacob Wilkinſon, Eſq; on account of 
the works carrying on at the barracks 


at St. Auguſtine, in the province of 


Eaſt Florida 
Dec. 14. To George Garnier, Eſq; for medicines, 

&c. already provided, and to be pro- 
vided by him, for the forces in England, 
the Weſt Indies, Africa, and North 
America 

8. To Col. William Faucitt, for an equi- 
page as commillary 1n Germany 


19. To John Powell, Etq; for the contingen- 
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d. ¶ Dates of © FRE, af 
43 Harrants. Brought over 1175099 16 12 
cies of his office as Deputy pay- maſter | 
at Quebec, for three years, to 24 June 
1.38. 177% on. | 
Dec. 31. To Vincent Mathias, Eſq; for freight 
and charges paid on three conſignments 
of cloathing for the Brunſwic troops 
in America, forwarded from Hamburgh 
2 MW 17577: to London | 95 16 7 
jan. 3. To Capt. William Pawlett, being his Ma- 
ieſty's royal bounty for the loſs of his 
7 | leg on ſervice in North America, and | 
1776. the expences of his cure 218 3 6 
ſan, 13. To Col. George Morriſon, for his con- 
tingencies as Quarter-maſter General 
0 from 25 June 1776, to 24 December | 
following 299 10 © 
To William Rice, ſurveyor of the horſe 
uards, to be paid over to ſeveral artie 
1 in full ſatisfaction for work don- 
by them in repairs, &c. at Whitehall, 
the Tilt-yatd, St. James's, Kenſing- 
ton, Somerſet-houſe, Hampton- court, 
&c. between 25 December 1774, an 
0 25 Dec. 1775 ; 1546 17 2 
17. To Abraham Prads, Eſq; in full ſatisfac- 
tion and diſcharge of all damages and 
coſts diſburſed by hitn on account of a 
10 proſecution commenced againſt him in 
the year 1759, fornon-performanceofa 
contract made between him and Tho- | 
mas Orby Hunter, Eſq; 1661 17 6 
0 21. To Capt. Hugh Lord, for the Expence | 
of a clerk during the time he comman- | 


173 3 1 


/ 


ded in the Illinois county © 75 6 © 
Pay of the 17th, 27th, 28th, 46, and. 
55th regiments of foot, for 143 days, 
0 from 4 Aug. 1775, to 24 Dec. follow- 
ing, both incluſive, at 291. 198. 6d. | 
6 per dietn, each 21432 2 6 
War-Office, 13th Feb. 1777. Total 100602 12 $5 


BARRINGTON, 
YoL. Th H k | The 


ing, inveſted in the Crown, and contained in the deſcriptic 


the title of the bill; 


Mr. Fielde. 


might think proper, were of ſuch a nature in themſelves, 


a - 


ed authority. 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 


The Houſe in Committee on the bill to ſuſpend the hu, 


corpus act. 

Sir Grey Cooper moved an amendment, to remove, as 
ſaid, any ambiguity in the firſt enacting clauſe ; though 
obſerved, - there was no occaſion for ſuch explanation, I 
was obvious that the locality - of the offence was ſufficient 
deſcribed by the words America, high- ſeas, and piracy 
that the words, © ſaid crimes, or either of them,” co 
have no reference but to the ſeveral ſpecies of offence im 
diately preceding; and that the general power of comm 


*« his Majeſty's dominions,” was evidently referable tot 
offences ſtated in the preamble and clauſe itfelf, as well a; 

Fuß however, to remove all doubt 
ſpecting the true legal import and conſtruction of the cla 
the preſent amendment was intended to ſpecify and confi 
the offence therein defcribed, to America, and the high ſe 
and the ſpecies of crime to treaſon and piracy. 

Mr. Fd: ſaid, he ſaw no manner of ſervice in the cl; 
now offered: it left the matter juſt as it found it: it was! 
the place where the fact was committed, that rouzed the j 
louſy of the nation; it was the power of committing with 
the realm, at pleaſure, on ſuſpicion ; and the other powe 
committing to any place, Tpecially appointed, within 
wide circuit of his Majeſty's dominions. A poſſible abute 
rather miſconſtruction of the clauſe, as it originally fi 
might be made; but the powers of committing on ſuſpic 
within the kingdom, and to whatever place the mini 
if they were meant to be exerciſed, which he ſuppoſed tl 
were, or if they ſhould be exerciſed, they would inevitably 
productive of the greateſt hardſhips, cruelty and injuſtice, 
therefore, miniſters were determined not to relent, but toc 
ry the meaſure through, with all its imperfections, they wol 
after defining the offence, as reſpecting America, confine 
operation of the bill to that country, and introduce a itt 
clauſe, which ſhould ſuſpend the habeas corpus act in GI 
Britain and Ireland, for a limited time, which would ! 
anſwer every oftenſible purpoſe of the bill, as well as in 
preſent form. He objected to other parts of the bill, and 
commended ſtrongly to adminiftration_to., make a differ 
between perſons taken in arms, and ſuch as only ſubmitte 
the reſpective governments where they reſided, and to the 
vil power and controul eftabliſhed by the means of an u 


1 


oy 


1777. DE B 1 | „ 
Lord Nerth ſtrongly urged the neceſſity there was for Ly. Nb. 


gengthening government at this critical period. He ſaid it 


da ald be impoſſible to carry on public buſineſs without dele- 
eng powers to the Crown, on extraordinary occaſions, 
lend 


nich would not be proper, becauſe they would not be 
nting on ordinary occaſions: Parliament were the beſt 
iges when and to whom to entruſt ſuch extraordinary po- 
rs, If the preſent was a time that called for ſuch a confi- 


"Wc on the part of parliament; and that parliament were 
PU ed that the King's ſervants would not call for an impro- 
0 rpower, or abuſe any power, the poſſeſſion of which might 
* deemed neceſſary for the public ſafety and ſecurity, then 


try argument on a poſhble abuſe of the preſent propoſed 
,muft fall to the ground. On the other hand, if Parlia- 
ent ſhould entertain any jealouſy that the law would be 
ted from its real intention, to purpoſes not avowed, or 
oſely concealed, then moſt certainly Parliament would do- 


co withold the powers defired by this bill. For his part, 
© ad not wiſh to preſs for any new power ; the Houſe muſt 
* We, and whichever way the Houſe determined, he fhould 


exrfully acquieſce in its judgment. The only material ob- 
ton he heard offered againſt the bill, was that now obviated 
the amendment propoſed by his honourable friend Sir Grey 
per.] Whatever the learned gentleman who tpoke laſt 
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A icht think, the amendment, in his opinion, cleared up the 
be Nigaity of the expreſſion, ſo much complained of on the | 
un end reading. If the oppoſers of the bill meant that it | 
„ Would retain any efficacy at all, they muſt now reſt ſatisfied 
1 d content : for to talk of apprehending perſons only upon 4 
"I! proofs previoully ftated ; or after apprehenfion only de- 


ning them till they could be releaſed by a writ of habeas 
Jus, was in fact not debating the clauſes of the bill, but 
nroverting its very principle, the neceſſity, at this critical 
won, of ſtrengthening the hands of government. | 

Mr. Dempſter replied pretty fully to his Lordſhip, and Mr. Denp- 
reed that his Lordſhip was perfectly right in one part of his 
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. zument, where he ſaid, that thoſe who oppoted the bill, bl 1 
Aueh they ſeemed defirous to mend it, in fact qitapproved ' #400 
gen the principle on which it proceeded, He acknowledged WII | 
1 e obſervation to be perfectly ift, for though he wiſhed the WW 116 
* | were rendered leſs noxious; even if it were amended, 1 


ſhould give it a direct negative in the laſt ſtage. There 
is only one point in which he and the noble Lord agreed, 
0 that was, if the neceffity were ſhewn, the prop ery t 
Pending the habeas corprs act would follow of courie : 19 
f K 2 rns 
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grounds, or indeed decent pretenſion for any ſuch neceſſii 
aving been ſtated, all arguments under any ſuch prete:fr 
were at an end, He moved an amendment to the body of ii 
bill, limiting the objects of it, for the better protection of ii 
oy inhabitants of Great Britain. | % 
Lord Nertb. Lord Nerth roſe again, and ſaid, he thought the amend 
ment unneceſlary ; for that the inhabitants of (reat-Britai 
wanted no ſuch ſecurity, they were not within the act, ad; 
if any one was unjuſtly impriſoned, this act would not pr, 
tect the injury, the party would have his action, and t 
. warrant, if a bad one, would derive no legality from this ac 
Nx. Myſy; Mr. Moyjey obſerved, this was no anſwer to the objeCtic 
(of Mr, Dempſter) ; he thought the objection might be re 
moved without ſacrificing the real object of the act, otheryi 
he ſhould not have ſupported it. To ſay the party has his ac 
tion, was no reaſon for depriving him af the habeas corpi 
That our forefathers had their action, before any of the }, 
beas corpus acts were paſſed, and they found it a very inſuff 
cient protection, and ſo they would again, if driven to th: 
alone. If the amendment could not be received, he ſhou 
vote for the bill without it, which he thought a very neceſſar 
one, but he recommended to adminiſtration to adopt a proy 
fion of this ſort themſelves, and make it their own act, beior 


the bill ſhould paſs, 

Mr. Fields. Mr. Field alſo approved of Mr, Dempſter's amendmen 
and ſpoke in ſupport of it. | | 
Lord Advo- Lord Advocate of Scotland [Mr. Dundas] ſpoke warmly 
cate of Scat. favour of the bill as it originally ſtood; and contended, 
* neceſſity was a good ee that neceſſity moſt apparen 
and incontrovertibly exiſted at preſent. He faid, thatti 
hands of government ealled for every aſſiſtance it was 1nti 
power of Parliament to delegate or create, It was abſurd 
the laſt degree, to expreſs a confidence in the Crown and 1! 
miniſters, and yet mix it with the moſt childiſh fears, an 
worſe-founded ſuſpicions. To aft thus, was to qualify th 
truſt now ſought jn ſuch a manner, as to render it totally ulc 

| leſs or inefficacious. 
hae da Right hon. > Townſhend faid, the amendment [Sir Gre 
Cooper's] would anſwer no one ſubſtantial purpoſe. The 
ſhould be a line drawn between the innocent and the guilty 
the * of probability attending the ſuſpicion, the de 

| of guilt, concerning which that ſuipicion aroſe ; and a mod 

' of redrels, in caſes where the power granted by the bill waſps 
manifeſtly or groſſly abuſed : in ſhort, it was, in his opinio 
arming miniſters with a power every way n 3 
Wen | | er nkaon 
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177 

ſirWikoown to the conſtitution; dangerous in itfelf, and alarm- 

ete to the laſt degree. 

of thi Mr. Powys againſt the bill, Nix. Powys 
Mr. F/allace, in favour of the bill, in its amended ſtate ;Mr-Falace. 


A fajd, that the whole arguments on the other fide, ſuppoſed 
1abuſe of the powers granted by the bill; he had a right to 
pole the very contrary ; ſo that with him, and every per- 


ppoled abuſe could have no weight. 


ame light with ſeveral of his learned brethren, for whoſe 
ſimons, he entertained the higheſt reſpect; for by a natural 


| was manifeſtly at variance with the title and preamble, 
he bill was to puniſh by due courſe of law, perſons gwlty 
the crimes of high treaſon in America and the high ſeas ; 
more properly ipeaking, to impower the Crown, on 
wounds of ſuſpicion, to apprehend and commit ſuch perſons, 
(the preamble ſtates, who have been or may be brought into 
kingdom; yet the part of the bill, where this power of 
wrehending and detaining is given, does not only give that 
mer, but a general power to take up any perſon, no matter 
what crime, It was abſurd to ſay, that the locality of 
r crume, was marked out, by the bill; for where was the 
refs proyided? No where, that he could ſee, but by an 
plication to the Privy Council, who were to be inveſted 
th the power of the courts of common law. But the miſ- 
lief would be done, in the firſt inſtance, previous to — 
ch application, and the habeas corpus act, would be in fa 
pended, to all intents and purpoſes, within the realm, for 
mes not pretended to have been committed within the 
Im, He was therefore clearly of opinion, that it was better 
ſuſpend the habeas corpus at once, by a clauſe to be inſerted 
the bill; becauſe, in that caſe, every man would know, 
lat he had to depend on, and every good ſubject would ac- 
eſce in a power, civilly created, for the public benefit. 


e laſt degree abſurd, to talk and reaſon as if we were at 
lent in a ſtate of perfect tranquility, whereas nothing 
ud be more oppoſite to ſuch a defirable ſtate of things. 

Mr, Serjeant Glynn ſpoke for a conſiderable time againft.the 
lat large, as well as the amendment. He condemned the 
er given to the magiſtrates, who he ſaid might exerciſe it 
ſerve the moſt baſe and oppreſſive purpoſes. - It, might be 
Iployed by the miniſters, to cffe&t} the moſt cruel acts of 
tyranny; 


ho thought as he did, every objection raiſed on ſuch a 


Nr. Morton confeſſed, that he did not ſee the bill exactly in Mr. Morton. 


trpretation of the clauſe, it was apparent, that the whole 


Mr, Solicitor General, (Mr. Medderburne,) ſaid it was to _ Sele 
enerats 


Mr. Ser feng 


lynn. 
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Mr.frrrreey The Attorney General Mr. Thurloe] ſaid, one would 


General. 


powers pro tempore. If thoſe powers ſhould be abuſed, that wou| 


, T.Luttrilhs 


Hon. Mr. 


ence was to be expreſſed, when the firſt officers of the © 


* 
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tyranny ; and though the law might be open, and the magj 
ſtrate might be convicted of falſe impriſonment, it could nd 
probably be a farthing out of his own pocket ; but on t 
contrary, it might put ſeveral hundred pounds into his pocket 
all which would be ultimately drawn from the public purſe, 


inclined to think that the gentlemen on the other fide choſe t 
forget the cuſtomary conduct, in times of _ confuſion 
If they had not, they would have confeſſed, that it ha 

been always ufual to arm government with great diſcretiona 


be a very proper ſubject for Parliament hereafter to engui 
into; but if Parliament entertained no ſuch ſuſpicion, ng 
had no right to entertain any fuch ſuſpicion, it was a mc 
extraordinary mode of reaſoning to argue againſt the uſe 
the bill, from the pofſible abuſe of it. As to the operati 
of the bill, within the kingdom, it was an objection total 
new. If giving intelligence to an enemy was a ſpecies ( 
treaſon, which ſeveral well authenticated caſes 1n the boo 
affirmed it was, it would indeed be very ſtrange, if a perl 
guilty of treaſon ſhould eſcape puniſhment becauſe he refidl 
in the kingdom. On the contrary, if there were men int] 
kingdom anſwering any ſuch deſcription, * that was one ve 
principal motive, in his opinion, for paſſing the bill. 
The Committec divided upon the amendment propoſed 
Mr. Dempſter ; 125 againſt it, and 25 for it. 
5 February 14. . 
' , Order of the day for receiving the _ from the cot 
[mittee on the bill to ſuſpend the habeas act. 
As the Speaker was going to receive the report, the He 
T. Lutterell ſtood up, and tubmitted to; the Houſe whetht 
would not be 1mproper, and highly indecent, to precipit 
that buſineſs, when there was not as yet fifty members p 
ſent in the Houſe, and the ſheriffs of London in behalt 
the city, would arrive in a few minutes with a petition agal 
that very bill, which they were now about to hurry thro 
Parliament. He reminded the Speaker, that above two 
dred members had yeſterday been kept waiting for one in 
vidual member [Lord North] till four o'clock, without 
leaſt murmur or diſcontent, and now ſo unuſual an impa 


in the exerciſe of a moſt important public duty, were com 
to their bar. | * 18.0 
In a few minutes the ſheriffs came, and being called 
preſented the following petition, :and withdrew. 
g Ts i 3 


* 
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lo the Hon. the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 
aſſembled. 

The humble petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commons, of the city of London in Common Council 
aſſembled, ſheweth, _ 

That your petitioners have ſeen a bill depending in this 
honourable Houſe, to empower. his Majeſty to ſecure and 
tain perſons charged with, or ſuſpected of, the crime of 
on committed in North America, or on the high ſeas, 
the crime of piracy. 

That if the faid bill do paſs into a law, your petitioners 
apprehenſive it will create the greateſt uneaſineſs in the 
inds of many of his Majeſty's good ſubjects, and tend to 
cite the 3 alarming : 2 All perſons, indiſcri- 
nately being liable, upon the ground of ſuſpicion alone, 
thout any oath made, and without convening the parties, 
hearing what they can alledge in their own juſtification, to 
committed to a remote priſon in any corner of the realm, 
ere to remain without bail or mainprize. 

That the habeas corpus act, which is the great ſecurity | of 
e liberties of the people, will be ſuſpended. 

That your petitioners are deeply affected with what they 
iceive will be the dangerous conſequence of ſuch a law, as 
m little motives of reſentment, and various other induce- 
ents, there may be perſons competent to commit, who may 
tempted to exerciſe that power 1n its utmoſt latitude and 
ent. 

That meaſures ſo violent and unconſtitutional; ſo ſabvgr- 
e of the ſacred and fundamental rights of the people, and 
vecting them to the moſt cruel oppreſſion and. bondage, 
in the judgment of your petitioners, be introduCtive of 
ery ſpecies of miſchief and confuſion ; and thereby preci- 
ate the impending ruin of this country. | 

Your petitioners therefore earneſtly beſeech this Honou- 


rs p 

half rable Houſe, That the ſaid bill may not paſs into a law, 
mo or at leaſt to take ſuch care as in their wiſdom may ſeem 
hro meet, to prevent it from bein 8 extended in its opera- 


ton or conſtruction to any of his Majeſty's ſubjects re- 
ident in theſe kingdoms. 


e in 

ri Mr. Luttrell again role, and babe with. great aſperity Hon. Mr. 
impe fut the bill, and the 8 kit; aid it was not only Tattrel. 
he ciItrary and ambiguous, but eat with danger to every = 

com vidual ! in this country 3 and Ty its pretent tri and extent 


ectly contrary to the in: entions avowed by the noble Lord 
od North] and his miniſterlal ccadjutors, when they 
| brought 
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brought it into the Houſe. He ſaid the more he heard 
diſcufſed, the more he was convinced of its importance tot 
public, and of many unconſtitutional deſigns and miſchi 
couched under it. 
wo Mr. Serjeant Glynn ſpoke likewiſe warnily againſt the hi 
99” and inſiſted, that if it ſhould paſs in its preſent form, no m 
could ſay, however innocent, loyal, or virtuous, how 1c 
| he ſhould be out of a loathſome dungeon. 7 
Me. Fix, Mr. Fox was againſt receiving the report. He faid 
man was fafe an inſtant, ſhould the preſent bill pats int 
law. It would arm the worſt and moſt profligate of the 
man ſpecies ; and give them a power over the beſt me 
the nation. No man would be ſafe under it, unleſs one co 
ſuppoſe that a country magiſtrate, underſtood more law, 
was more ſagacious; or a rn juſtice had more hon 
and equity in him, than the chief juſtice of Cheſter, ( 
Morton); that gentleman was of opinion, that the bill g 
the powers now attributed to it ; and if fo, it was clear, 
bill meant ſomething very different from what it was ſai 
import. | : Yo 
Sir Grey ir Grey Cooper. defended the bill, as it ſtood altered by 
c amendment ; with the ſame arguments made uſe of the 
ceeding day. | Is | 
Mr. Powys, Mr. Powys moved a clauſe, That nothing ſhould be 
ſtrued to be piracy, within the meaning and conſtructio 
this act, but what is committed on the high ſeas. This cl 
if agreed to, he apprehended, would be the means of q 
ing the minds of a great number of innocent people, an 
removing thoſe terrors which muſt be ſuſpended over 
heads, ſhould the preſent bill paſs into a law. By an at 
ſed in the reign of George the Firſt, it was enadted, 
trading or correſponding with pirates, ſhall be adjudgedt 
ny, without benefit of clergy, according to the ſtatute 
the 28th of Henry VIII. chap. 15, and the 11th and 12t 
William, chap. 7: fo would bartering, dealing, furni 
them with ſtores, &. Now, if before it was declare 
this bill, that the depredations committed by the Ameri 
on our trading veſſels, and our property at ſea, was pi! 
it ſhould appear or be made a ground of ſuſpicion or acc 
tion, that perſons in this country had actually corre 
ded with America, and that ſuch correſpondence ſhoull 
deemed piracy within the ſtatute, it would follow, that ent 
of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects might, by conſtruction of Nueri 
coupling both ſtatutes, in ſuch a manner as to give then 
deſired effect, be deemed pirates, and be liable to ſuffet 


. - 4 LY 9 Hi 
1 76. . — nl ll 
Wins and penalties of death, as convicted pirate felons. | * 
oe preſumed that was not the intention of adminiſtration; if 


py, it could not be the intention, becauſe they had ſo re- 
atedly diſclaimed it; yet as nothing now remained to be 
roved, but that the preſent ſtatute, having reference to that 
George the Firſt, was capable of ſuch an explanation, it 
5ould be proper, in his opinion, to guard againſt ſuch a dan- 
roous poſſibility. He therefore deſired the ſtatute might be 
d: The ſtatute of the 8th of George the Firſt, chap. 24, 
as accordingly read; by which it plainly appeared, that the 
round of jealouſy was fairly ftated, and the inference clearly 
nade Out. | 

Lord North, after diſclaiming any ſuch intention in admi- Ld. Ner:6. 
iſtration, and affirming that no ſuch conſtruction of the law 
as ever meant to be made, acquieſced in the amendment, he 
id, to remove every object of jealouſy that could be enter- 
ined on that head. The clauſe was accordingly read a ſe- 
bad time, and agreed to. 

Mr. Powys next obſerved, that by the bill, as it ſtands in Mr. Powys. 
k preſent form, any man was liable to be apprehended, and 
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by Woanitted to priſon; on ſuſpicion of having committed high "ol 

ne reaſon in America, though he had never been in America, nor 4 
chaps out of his own pariſh. He ſaid, this power of gene- JAR 

x commitment had a moſt dark and dangerous aſpet, To 4. 

Mone up this point, he had a clauſe to offer, which would put 

1s litters on a proper footing ; if miniſters really meant what 

{ qui) publicly ayowed, what the title of the bill imported, and 


lat had been ſo often declared by the honourable gentle- 
n who moved the amendment the preceding day, they 


att d not decently refuſe it. A perſon never out of Eng- 
ed, , could not be guilty of high treaſon committed in Ame- 
red Wi, If not guilty of high treaſon in America, but perhaps in 
tutcilreat Britain, why not hold that language in the bill; and add, 


or in Great Britain?“ Beſides, it would be prepoſterous to 
atinue the bill under the name of a bill, to ſecure or detain, + 
fuſpicion, perſons guilty of committing high treaſon in 
nerica, when, by conſtruction of law, it was meant to include 
at Britain. He therefore moved the following clauſe : 
That no perſon ſhall be ſecured or detained, under, or by 
ue of this act, for high treaſon, or ſuſpicion of high trea- 
Lunleſs ſuch perſon ſhall be charged to have been locally re- 
ent in his Majeſty's ſaid colonies or plantations in North 
derica, at the time he ſhall be charged with, or ſuſpected of 
amitting high treaſon,” _ SO | 

11 Mr. 
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plea was over-ruled. Mr. Cornwall dwelt, likewiſe, a con 
papers and correſpondence found on his Lordſhip, were com 
+ for the purpoſe, down near the Nore, on the coaſt of Kent 


nifeſtly in Kent. A ſimilar plea was offered, but it wat 
- over-ruled on the ſame ground; that the writing and publiſh 


operation in America, within the words of the act, woul 
conſtitute one complete offence. The fact might not be eri 
minal, in the firſt inſtance, and become criminal afterward 


"T6 opinion, therefore, that. the clauſe. would deſtroy ane ol 


as a ground of juſtification, that no ſuch offence was com 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 15 


Mr. Cornwall quoted ſeveral cafes, in which perſons ha 
been charged with acts of treaſon, committed in one place 
though it afterwards came out in proof that ſaid treaſon had 
been committed in another. Such was the caſe of the publi 
cation of the imputed libel of the ſeven biſhops, in the reig 
of James the Second, It was proved at the trial, that the pe 
tition was drawn up at Lambeth, in the county of Surry, at 
the Archbiſhop's palace, and the publication was in the coun 
eil- chamber or drawing-room, at St James's, where the pct 
tition was preſented. The offence was charged to have bee 
committed in Surry, though, in fact, the publication, whic 
could only conſtitute the <a was committed in Middleſex 
The exception was, therefore, taken by the biſhop's council 


mitted ; for that the writing the petition in itſelf, was an in 
nocent act, that it was the publication that conſtituted the 
crime ; and that, conſequently, the defendants ought to be 
diſcharged. Vet, he ſaid, the court were unanimous, that the 
writing the libel at Lambeth, and publiſhing it at St 
James's, conſtituted effectively but one act, on which the 


ſiderable time, on the caſe of Lord Preſton, early in the reigr 
of William the Third. There it appeared that treaſonable 


poſed in London; that he was endeavouring to eſcape te 
France, but was taken aboard a ſmack, or fiſhing veſſel, hired 


when the veſſel being ſearched, the treaſonable papers were 
found concealed, as his Lordſhip had not time to deſtro 
them. His Lordſhip was indicted for an offence committed 
in Middleſex, though the publication, or diſcovery, was ma 


ing was all one act. In che preſent caſe, therefore, he con 
tended, though the offence might have been committed here 
by a perſon who had never been out of this kingdom, yet it 


from its conſequences, and yet, by a fair and juſtifiable con 
ſtruction of law, be deemed one compleat act. He wa 


could never anſwer an 
e 3 ae 
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the main purpoſes of the bill, and. 


had 1777. r 8 
ace Wharpoſe of protecting the innocent, though it might effectu- 
aq ſerve the purpoſe of ſkreening the guilt. 
bl The Houſe divided on Mr. Powys's ſecond clauſe ; for it, 
"2; agaioft it 49. 5 

pe Adjourned to February 17. 

al February 17. | 
un Third reading of the bill for ſuſpending the habeas corpus 
Bs Pi 5 | | 


Mr. Dunning ſaid, he had a clauſe to propoſe, which he Mr. Das- 
Iaſted would appear of ſingular importance to the Houſe ; * · 


ud which he hoped, would meet with the approbation ' of a 

conſiderable majority. It was of infinite importance 
ifelf, but became ſtill of greater, in the reception it was 
Ikely to meet with from a certain ſet of men, who on the pre- 
Ent occaſion thought fit to differ from their friends. The 


rriter, prove a teſt or trial of ſpirits, whereby the public at 
ive, would be enabled to decide on the political principles 
if the learned gentleman who framed the bill, and his ather 
kmed friend near him [Attorney and Solicitor General.] It 
wuld befides ſhew, whether thoſe gentlemen were ſerious, or 
mether the different converſations they held within theſe 
uls, for ſome days paſt, ought to be held in the light of 
te ingenious exerciſes of ingenious men, willing to ſhew 
heir talents in the ſcience of parliamentary controverſy, the 
tief excellence of which conſiſted in a knack of giving 
fords and phraſes, any interpretation but their natural and 
ious one. The clauſe he had to offer, would appear as 
utter of record, that would admit of no qualification what- 
ter, It would bring the friends of the bill to the bar; they 
uſt either leap over it, or flatly and directly refuſe it. The 
Poteſſed father of the bill | Attorney General] had, he ſaid, 
$he conceived very properly, given it the title of a bill for 
dprchending and committing perſons charged with or fuſpec- 
&d of comitting high treaſon in America, or on the high 
as, or of the crime of piracy. The preamble of the bill 

poke the ſame language, and ſuch every body, both within 
nd without doors, ſuppoſed the bill to be intended, till it 
ame to be examined, unleſs ſuch as were in the ſecret,---He' 
ad himſelf fallen into the ſame error; but when it came to 
debated on the ſecond reading, he was aſtoniſhed to find 
ge title of the bill, and the preamble likewiſe, totally at va- 


Mt any man, though 187 in America, or on ſea, might 
1-2 | 


luſe would, to borrow a phraſe from a celebrated political 


mance with the firſt enafting clauſe ; for it was manifeſt, . 


239. 
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be impriſoned by the bill, for ſuſpicion of crimes, fate 
ſpecifically to have been committed in America, and on ſea 
nay, more, that it might be in the power of the moſt igno 
rant or ſervile trading magiſtrate, to order a warrant to ap 
prehend, and follow it immediately with another, to commi 
the perſon ſo apprehended to any place of confinement know: 
or ſpecially appointed within the wide circuit of his Majeſty 
dominions, in any one of the four quarters of the globe. H 
ſhould not take up the time of the Haus, in giving an hiſtor 
of all the diſputes and altercation on the amendments pro 
poſed or rejedted in the courſe of the preceding week. Th 
conduct of his learned friends was however curious. The 
did not directly deny the inferences now drawn, particular 
towards the latter end; they dealt chiefly in general affertions 
they explained what the law was before the preſent bill w: 
brought in, and inſiſted that the act was intended to app 
only.to the puniſhment of certain ſpecific offences; but th 
whole code of criminal juriſprudence was not to be broke 
through, merely to ſatisfy the doubts of ſpeculative men, wh 
argued upon poſhbilities, that never were in the contemplatio 
of thoſe who were convinced of the neceſſity of the preſe 
meaſure. Sweeteners were likewiſe added, to render th 
whole more palatable ; the virtues of the Sovereign, and th 
integrity of his ſervants, were balanced againſt ſuch idle de 
luſory fears, in order to ſtill the apprehenſions of thoſe wh 
| 1 0 think the American war a very juſt and neceſſary wa 
and yet look upon the bill to be a very bad bill. Such, 
well as he could recollect, was the obvious 11nport of che bil 
and the general conduct of thoſe who brought it in, and wer 
intruſted with carrying it through the Houſe. A great parad 
was made in the Committee, of an amendment moved by a 
honourable gentleman over the way | Sir Grey Cooper]; b 
the bill, as to the material point, that of contradicting th 
title and preamble, ftill remained the ſame. On the report 
the languige of adminiſtration ſeemed to be ſomewhat ſoften 
ed; but was only in words. They ſaid, generally, that bot 
fides of the Houſe meant the ſame thing ; that they only dit 
fered about the means; and that, if the effectual operation 0 
the bill was ſecured, they were totally indifferent as to tl 
mode.---To bring them then to a 7 + of their ſincerity, h 


had framed a clauſe that would prove totally unobjeCtionablg 
if they meant what they pretended ; if they did not, thi 
a refuſal on their part, would prove what he had all alor 
ſuſpected, but which he hoped to be miſtaken in; that q 
— 4 2 1 Y * A 85 a : ; 0 
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raſon in America, was really deſigned to lodge a dictatorial 
wer in the crown; which power, both. in point of prece- 


the moſt perniciqus and unconſtitutional complexion; 
tile in the firſt inſtance, it would annihilate, at leaſt ſuſ- 


WI | 
» nd, all the fundamental functions and 1 powers of the 
H titution. He therefore moved the clauſe in the following 


ling herein contained is intended, or ſhall be conſtrued, to 
tend to the caſe of any other priſoner, or priſoners, than 


ned, or on the high ſeas, at the time or times, of the of- 
ons re or offences, wherewith he or they ſhall be charged. 


Wa 
pp ration to ſeek for improper or unconſtitutional powers; or *: 
| hey ſhould obtain them, to employ them to evil or oppreſ— 

dee purpoſes, He contended ſtrenuouſly, that the title and 
Wh mble of the bill were not at variance with the firſt, or 


other enacting clauſe, The whole bill was meant to 
wiſh offences committed in America, or on the high ſeas. 
by any criminal correſpondence, or affiſtance from hence, 
hould reach people not locally refident in America, he 
umed, the moſt zealous oppoſer of the bill in that Houſe, 
ud not wiſh to defeat its operation. It was directed onl 

unſt the guilty ; and if an innocent perſon ſhould ſuffer a 
porary inconvenience, it muſt be on the ground of gene- 


2radF and extraordinary powers. However as the learned 


ya eman, who brought up the clauſe, had expreſſed ſuch a 
buy of the bill in its preſent amended ſtate, and ſuch anxi- 
gti or the liberty of his fellow-ſubje&s, which he ſeemed 


por ink ſo much depended on the fate of the preſent clauſe, 
\frenMould in turn put a teſt to the learned gentleman, in order 
e convinced whether his intentions correſponded preciſely 
A his declarations,---He then moved, that the words 
on n ſome or one of the colonies, or on the high ſeas,” be 
o ti out, and that there be inſerted inſtead thereof, “ out 
e realm;“ and that at the concluſion of the clauſe, as 
nableinally moved, there be added, or of which they ſhall 
bedked,” | | 1 5 


at 1W'tant a bill as the preſent is depending before this Houſe. 


* 


at the preſent bill, under the popular pretext of puniſhing 


it and exerciſe, would enable miniſters to effect ſchemes 


us: Provided alſo, and be it gy” declared, that no- 


ch, as have been in ſome one of the colonies beforemen- 


zood, which, fince he ever heard any thing of govern- 
wer, he always underſtood to be a ſufficient plea for deſiring 


Adminiſtration . 
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Mr. Cornwall ſaid, it was at no time the deſire or wiſh of admi- Mr. Cera-, 


alon r. iltes. I cannot continue ſilent, while the fate of ſo Mr. V. 
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ſter. The ſpirit of the bill, in its original ſtate, was oppr 
this ſtate the bill has continued till this day. By the! 


of rider, as it is called in this ſtage of the bill, which gi 


friend, © in ſome or one of his Majeſty's colonies befc 


| Joine dark purpoſe, which dares not be ayowed ? 


bill, it is ſaid, Many pertons have been ſcized and tak 


PARLIAMENTARY A.M 
- Adminiſtration at firſt brought in this bill, in a form while 
gave a very general and juft alarm, to the city, to the oi 

tion. If it had paſſed in that form, in my _ the wh! 


kingdom would have been put under an interdict of law, TW 
perſonal liberty of every man in this iſland had been pree 
rious and inſecure, depending folely on the will of the mi 


fion and tyranny through every part of the empire, 


triotic zeal of an honourable gentleman of the law [ 
Dunning] a clauſe has juſt been offered, and adopted by y 


peace of mind and ſecurity, in ſome degree, to every ſub) 
reſident in this kingdom. Perſons under this deſcription 
at length declared not to be the objects of this bill. I pe 
of the clauſe, Sir, even as pretended to be amended by an 

nonrable gentleman on the treaſury-bench | Mr. Cornwal 
His words, however, Sir, out of the realm," are tog lo 
and ambiguous, by no means deſcriptive enough of the p 
ſons, who are declared by adminiſtration not defigned to 
the objects of the bill. The bill is profeſſed to relate on) 
treaſons committed in North America, by perſons actus 
reſident in that quarter of the globe. Gentlemen, howe 
on a tour of buſineſs to Ireland, or of pleaſure to France 
Flanders, or even on a fiſhing party on our own coafts, 
yond low-water mark, are acknowledged to be “ out of 
realm,” and may be brought within the act, even as it 
ſands. An opening is ſtill left for public or private reve 
and oppreſſion to operate. The expreſſion, therefore, ou 
rather to have been, out of Europe,” than out of 
realm,” if the former words, moved by my honour: 


mentioned, or on the high ſecs,” were rejected. But y 
Sir, are words ſo clear and explicit to be changed, unlels 


This new clauſe, Sir, has happily narrowed the objed i. 
the bill, but in no degree narrowed the proofs, or the nal 
of the evidence neceflary. I ſhall therefore give the bill 
hearty negative, for I will never conſent to encreaſe the ei 
mous power of the Crown, at the expence of the freedong® 
the 'ſubje&t, I will not arm miniſters with an unconſtitu 
nal power, dangerous to the people. In the preamble to 


who are expreſsly charged or ſtrongly ſuſpected of ſuch ti 


777. „„ ATE $:: 


and felonzes, and many more ſuch perſons may be here- 


77 
o ſeized and taken:“ in the firſt enacting clauſe of the 


chi 
- 


ws are, All and every perſon or perſons, who have been 
ſhall hereafter be ſeized or taken in the act of high treaſon, 
mitted in any of his Majeſty's colonies or plantatiens in 
erica, or on the high ſeas, or in the act of piracy, or who 
Ir ſhall be charged with or ſuſpected of, the crime of high 
don, committed in any of the ſaid colonies, or on the hi 
It is therefore apparent, that a meer pretended ſuſ- 
on, or fooliſh credulity, or determined villainy, in a 
bed, ignorant, mercenary tool of a miniſterial magi- 
e, may ftill render the objects of this bill, who are the in- 
tants of above half the empire, liable to impriſonment, 
impriſonment without bail or mainprize ; for that cru- 
vas ſtill determined to be exerciſed by the committee, 
ithſtanding the humane motion of my worthy colleague, 
ave out thoſe obnoxious words. There is not a ſyllable 
he bill of the degree of probability attending the ſuſpi- 
The bill, greatly amended as it has been, does not, 
| now, require an oath, nor that the parties ſhould be 
lin their own juſtification, nor confronted with the wit- 
s, nor does it mention that two witneſſes ſhould be deem- 


we 
nce ¶reſſary for the colourable ground of a commitment for 
ts, Ich a crime as treaſon in America, as is the law in other 
of Within the kingdom. Is it poſſible, Sir, to give more de- 


powers to a baſhaw of the Turkiſh empire? What ſe- 
is left for the devoted objects of this bill againſt the 
e of a -prejudiced individual, who, if he is proſecuted 
dards for ſo flagrant an abuſe of power, will certainly be 
unified, probably rewarded, by a moſt arbitrary admini- 
on? Actions may indeed be brought againſt the offen- 
but we know all damages recovered, however great, are 
by the people, not by the party. Even in the caſe of 
treaſon, by an expreſs act of Edward VI. no perſon can 
myicted, but on the oath of two ſufficient. and lawful 


- nails, or confeſſion, willingly without violence. So care- 
bill Wir, were our wiſe anceſtors of protecting the liberty of 
he erÞcaneſt ſubject. | | 
edonWus caſe, Sir, demands our ftriteft attention and vigi- 


e, under the colour of legal iſtracy. There is now 
gal mag f 


f 


| and throughout, the word * ſtrongly ”? is omitted, and 
ſlighteſt ſuſpicion may warrant the commitment. The 


from what we daily experience of the conduct of thoſe 
ling officers of every miniſter, who traffick and deal out 
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cd in England to evade with impunity, in America to 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1) 
Sir, actually in Newgate, an American merchant, nam 
Ebenezer Smith Plat, who ſtands committed fo lately ast 
23d of laſt January, charged with high treaſon at. Savannah 
the colony of Georgia in North America. He is commit 
by the well-known Juſtice Addington, and, as I am infor; 
ed, was not allowed to ſee any of the witnefles againſt hi 
nor even to hear their affidavits read. He had before be 
tried on the fame charge, at Kingſton in 1 and 
quitted. I never ſaw him, but I have read an atteſted co 
of the warrant of his commitment. He 1s charged gener; 
with high treaſon, which I take to be an illegal commitmet 
I do not pretend, Sir, to a deep knowledge of the law. Ih. 
only the attentive reading of a private gentleman. I build 
legal faith on ſome known and approved authorities, a Bla 
ftone, a Burne, and a very few others. Thoſe authors agr. 
that every warrant of commitment ought to ſet forth the ca 
| ſpecially, that is to ſay, not for treaſon or felony in gene 
but for treaſon in compaſſing the death of the King, or le 
ing war againſt his Majeſty in the realm, or counterfeiti 
the King's coin ; or felony, for ſtealing the goods of fuch 
one to ſuch a value, and the like. A court may then judy 
whether the offence is ſuch, for which a priſoner ought to 
admitted to bail. If then a juſtice, living in the capital, u 
der the immediate eye and direction of miniſters, is guilty 
ſuch an illegal commitment, what is not to be 3 fre 
the baſe engines of power, in the more remote counties? WF" 
it poſhble, Sir, for too great caution to be uſed, by cnfora 
in the body of a bill, which is to ſuſpend the habeas con 
act, the neceſſity of an oath of two witneſſes to the chary 
and of their being confronted with the priſoner ? 
The caſe of Platt, Sir, gives us an inſtance of another v 
lation of the law, an evaſion of the habeas corpus act, thath 
ly ſtatute, which miniſters hold in abhorrence, and are allo 


pend for very near a twelve- month. The hiftory of it 
this: Plat was firft confined to the Antelope for three monti 
then removed to the Boreas for four weeks, then carried 
board the Pallas, and in her brought in irons to Englan 
Ort her arrival at Portſmouth he was removed on board t 
Centaur for three weeks, then to the Barfleur. On the 
of January, an habeas corpus was obtained, directed to the ci 
tain of the Barfleur ; but before it could be ſerved, an exp! 
was ſent from the Treaſury, by their ſolicitor, and Plat \ 


removed again to the Centaur, before the habeas corpus col 
| | . all 


1777: J ATE * | 

ire at Portſmouth. The return to the habeas corpus was 
eluded, but on his friend's being determined to ſue out 
ther, Platt was at laſt ſent to the capital, and in the illegal 
de, which I have ſtated, was committed to Newgate. I 
k, Sirz in the hearing of many Gentlemen, who ought 


Ut ; * : | 
or Mcootradict me, if I have advanced a fingle circumſtance 
hi founded in truth. Can miniſters, Sir, who are capable 
be thus trampling on our moſt 1tacred laws, be too narrowly 


Wiched, too deeply ſuſpected, too ſtrongly guarded againſt 2 
we not owe it to the people to demand every ſecurity from 
-anftion of an oath, the number of witneſſes, the con- 
ning of them with the priſoner, the hearing him in his 


1 juſtification, and other circumſtances, of which not the 
d trace is to be found in this criminal, arbitrary bill? Is 
1: perſonal liberty of the ſubject to reſt on the mere preten- 


| ſuſpicion of a man, who acts under orders of a profeſſed 
niſterial agent, ever ready to make his court to power by 
acrifice of public virtue and innocence, whoſe incapaci- 
perhaps can only be equalled by his meanneſs, and ſordid 
lof gain? 

[regret, Sir, the indecent rage, the extravagant madneſs, 
Ih which every meaſure, and in particular the bill in queſ- 


n, has been carricd on againſt the Americans. It pre- 


to war roaſt 

s every poſhbility of a reconciliation, ſo 2 to be 
ty bed. Let us advert, Sir, for a moment to the difference 
wo cates in point, the ſuſpicion only of high treaſon in 


herica, and the actual charge of it here. A man only 

heed of high treaſon in America, for inſtance, the giving 
lor aſſiſtance to the congreſs, or to any of the King's ene- 

js, on coming over to England may be committed to pri- 

an.] by this bill continue there without bail or mainprize, 
being able to bring on his trial, for near a year, till Jan. 1. 

8, to which time this hill is to continue in force. In this 

dom a man ſuſpected, or even actually charged with high 
non in conſpiring the death of the King, or levying war 
Ithe realm, may have a habeas corpus, and be bailed by the 
art of King's Bench. The ſuſpicion therefore of Amert- 

u treaſon ſeems a deeper crime, in the judgment of 
Ir preſent miniſters, than an overt act of -Englith, or 
Ire properly Scottiſh, treaſon and rebellion againſt his 
heſty's perſon, title, crown, or dignity, I ſuppoſe it is 
bucht, Sir, a deeper crime, becauſe it is more grievouſly 
hed. Do we imagine the Americans will not retaliate, 
we vainly hope to intimidate them ? Their cauſe is 
x, and after all the idle tales of our late viſionary ſucc21- 
Yor, VI. J {es, 
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ſtruggling under the ſharpeſt ſufferings, but T truſt they hay 


foreign war neceſſarily 4 us to withdraw our fleets an 


our Parliament equalled that congreſs of herocs in witdo 
magiſtrates, having competent authority in that behalf, a 


hereby authorized to commit ſuch perſons as aforefaid to ſuc 


abuſed, ought not to be truſted to any man. A perſon on 


dampeſt, moſt noxious dungeon, on the moſt ſwampy con 


'whoſe bourn Jam fure I ſhould never return, even as a trave 


the blue ribband as the modern dictator of this great emp! 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 777 
ſes, the juſtice of it muſt in the end prevail. They are noh 


zeal and perſeverance. In all events the firſt moment of 


armies, and every part of North America muſt then be fre 
and independent. This bill will probably be anſwered by 
ſpirited reſolution of the congreſs. Would to God, Sit 


in love of their country, in uncorruptedneſs, in public virtue; 

The ſecond enacting clauſe of the bill, Sir, impowei 
& his Majeſty, by warrant under his ſign manual, to appoi 
one or more places of confinement, witkin the realm, for th 
cuſtody of ſuch priſoners, and all and every magiſtrate « 


place or places of confinement, ſo to be appointed, inſtea 
of the common gaol.” This clauſe may operate, Sir, in 
manner more to be dreaded than any baniſhment, or confing 
ment out of the realm, and a power, which may be groſ 


ſuſpected, or pretended to be ſo, may be doomed to t 


He may be ſtifled in a vault, to whoſe foul mouth no healt! 
ſome air breathes it. I, Sir, perhaps may at laſt be ſuſpete 
and poſfibly it, will not be a flight ſuſpicion. I have former 
experienced an illegal, cloſe, and rigorous impriſonment, b 
by this bill I may be ſent to the barbarous highlands of Sco 
land, or among the ſavages in the dreary Iſle of Bute, fro 


ler, much leſs as a priſoner. Is it ingeniouſly meant, $i 
as a new mode of repeopling that ancient kingdom? 
Much has been ſaid, Sir, both in the committee and int 
Houſe, about a dictãtor, and his. extenfive powers. Ma 
periods of the Roman hiſtory have been retailed out to vsm 
nutely enough. Compariſons between that virtuous republi 
and this corrupt monarchy, are generally more brilliant thi 
ſolid, more beautiful than juſt; A right hon. gentlema Dr 
Right Hon. Mr. Conway. ] under the gallery, has juſt om 
ſerved that our glorious deliverer, King William the Thiq; ve 
was a dictator here after the ſuſpenſior of the habers cor bo 
act in his reign. Should the preſent bill for the ſuſpenſion 
that act, paſs into a law, I ſhall regard the noble Lord wi 


as,poſclicd of the moſt ample 1 deſpotic powers. 4 


{rſt act of buſineſs in an ancient dictator, I remember, was to 


make his coadjutor in office, his magi/ter equitum, his general 
of horſe. If public gratitude has any weight with him, I 
m ſure for ſuch an office he will turn his eyes to the * noble 
Lord, now ſo near him, who, to his immortal honour, with 


rat and invincible courage, advanced and charged the ene- 


Wrics of our country at the head of the Britiſh horſe, In one 
particular reſpecting the dictator of antient times, I beg to 
kt right a very high law- officer | Attorney General, Mr. 
Thurloe ] among.us. All the Roman magiſtrates were not, 
i he ſays, ſuperſeded by that creation. The tribunes of the 
xxople, but, they alone, preſerved their authority, even un- 
fer a diQtator, | : 

t has been ſaid, Sir, by another Gentleman, who is like- 


riſe in a great law- office I Sollicitor General Mr. Wedder- 
burn, ] that in this Houſe a diſcontented party had ridiculouſſy 


pven into a tone of prophecy, which has never been accom- 
pliſhed, and that particularly about a year ago it was the 
aſe of the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke lately 
der the gallery. It is not, I believe, very parliamentary to 
quote words ſpoken in a former debate: but if that member's 
nemory goes to a prophecy of one year, which has not been 
fulfilled, he will permit mine a fair excurſion to another pro- 
phecy of that very member's, fix years ago, which has been 
tractly verified. His prophecy in this Houſe was, that if 
te ſame violent meaſures againſt the Americans were perſiſt- 
din, the colonies, which formed ſo great a ſtrength to this 
kingdom in the reign of George II. would be diſſevered from 
he Britiſh empire in the reign of George III. No prophecy, 
dir, ever received a more perfect accompliſhment. He won- 
(erfully poſſeſſes the ſecond ſight of his native country. How 
deeply criminal he and others have been in the bringing this 
prophecy to paſs, I hope this Houſe will one day enquire. A 
ery extraordinary cbſervation of the ſame gentleman in the 
prelent debate, amid a variety of heterogenous matter, it is 
Impoſſible for me not to mention. He has laughed at uni- 
ſerſal benevolence, and endeavoured to demonſtrate the im- 
poſſibility of its exiſtence. But, Sir, he has only given us 
he narrow, contracted, ſelfiſh ideas of his own heart, and his 
dyn country. His ſentiments and his feelings are confined to 


a very ſmall infignificant circle indeed. They are merely | 


lanniſh and Scottiſh. His remarks I ſaw excited a general 
indignation among us. An Engliſhman has ideas infinitely 
| | XK K 2 more 


* Lord George Germain, in 1759 Lord George Sackville, 
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Mr. For. 


this iſland, than that good- nature, for which foreigners have 


alienum puto. 


Rt. Hon. R. Right Hon. Mr. R. Rigby ſaid, he ſincerely wiſhed for the 


miſtaken men. Now, the ſecret enemies of government, 
conducted themſelves in a different manner. They gave their 


day, and ſkulked behind quibbles in law, and all the inſidious 
arts of concealed faction and ſedition. He obſerved, that it 


hearty negative; ſaid he muſt deſire to draw the attentio 
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more liberal and enlarged. His heart expands itſelf, and 
takes in che general good and proſperity of all mankind, It 
feels not the rancour, and diſdains the injuſtice of ſuch a 
cruel perſecuting bill, as that now before us, but forms the 
warmeſt wiſhes for the liberty and happineſs of every indivi- 
dual of this late flouriſhing empire. Univerſal benevo- 
lence, and a generous ſpirit of humanity, have been no leſs 
the charaQeriftics of the inhabitants of the ſouthern parts of 


not even a name. I will only add, Sir, that I think the moſt 
beautiful ſentence of all antiquity 1s that, which was receiy- 
ed with ſuch applauſe by the generous and free Roman people, 
and an Engliſh ſenate J am ſure will adopt againſt every mea- 
ſure of oppreſſion and cruelty, Homo ſum, humam nihil a me 


general ſuſpenſion of the habeas coprs act, which, in his o- 
pinion, was neceſſary to be extended to Great Britain, and 
that too as fully as in 1745. At the latter period, he ſaid, 


the rebels in this country avowed their principles; they ap- Mon 


peared in arms, and conducted themſelves as honeſt, though 


aſſiſtance covertly, and in the dark. They feared the open 


had been frequently objected to the preſent adminiſtration, 
by the gentlemen in oppoſition, that they had not employed 


a force againſt America ſufhciently powerful; at other. times w 


that they had put the nation to an unneceſſary expence, ſoul 
What attention ſuch men deferved, might be eaſily gathered c 
from this wavering diſpoſition. He trufted that admini- 
ſtration would not give way on the preſent occaſion. He did 
not think that the bill wanted any amendment, and he ſhould 
be ſorry to fee its friends aſſent to any propoſition coming 
from that quarter, becauſe he could never diſcover any one 
principle of action in the ſupporters of the preſent clauſe, but 
that of a fixed indifcriminate oppoſition, right or wrong, to 
every. meaſure propoſed by the King's ſervants, ' We: 

M . Fox, after reprobating the principle of the bill, and 
declaring that he thought if even the clauſe were agreed to, 
as firſt moved, he would be called on to give the bill a moſtid t 


gf 


7. 
nd I the Houſe, to the conduct of the court of France, reſpe&- 
It I our diſputes with America. He affirmed, from his own 


nowledge, that we were on the eve of a war with France, 
nnediately preceding the meeting of the preſent ſeſſion, in 
he month of October. He was of opinion, that admini- 


o-Intion were extremely negligent and inattentive in reſpect 
els I home- ſecurity and national defence, particularly in not 
of Filing out and embodying the militia, when it was well 
ve Niown in what a defenceleſs ſtate we were at the time; and 
oft {Will he was ſorry to ſay, continued to be. At preſent the diſ- 


fition of France, he allowed, was much changed. The 
hurts of Verfailles and Madrid, whatever their latent or 
rmote intentions may be, take care to carefully conceal one, 


obable ſuppoſition, till they were ſufficiently prepared to 


the rike a decifive, perhaps a fatal blow, which was certainl 

o- the caſe at preſent, Their peaceable demeanour, their 
nd Mromiſes and appearances, were moſt aſſuredly the conſequence 
id, MM neceflity, not choice. The diſpoſition of the French na- 
p- Mon in general; the ſentiments of ſuch as turned their 


5h Moughts to forgign politics, reſpecting the civil war in Ame- 
nt, Mea, bear teſtimony, how much they engroſſed, what they 
cir Wok upon, as a matter that promiſes to be extremely favou- 
den ble to their intereſts, in the final event. He had other 
ous ofs, which ſhewed the concluſion now made, in a much 
t it ore clear manner, that was the diſpoſition of the French ca- 
on, Met, which daily manifeſted itſelf in a variety of circum- 
nces. He did not mean to enter into details: but the facts 
was about to mention, were important, and ſuch too, as 
duld not leave a doubt of their apparent tendency; that was 
e conduct of the French miniſtry to two of the members 
the American Congreis, now reſident at Paris, Doctor 
anklin and Mr. Silas Deane. He was warranted in affirm- 


ld, from his own knowledge, that they both appeared pub- 
ingly at Paris and Verſailles; they were known to hold con- 
oneFWrences with the King's miniſters, to treat and negociate 


th them, and to be received by them ſubſtantially on the 
ne footing, as if the repreſentatives of any independent 
wer in Chriſtendom. The correſpondence held between 
em, was of the ſame nature, with that uſually carried on 
veen two powers, where one of them ſeeks for aſſiſtance, 
d the other, from motives of policy, liſtens, deliberates, 
tionWr determines, upon the propriety or impropriety of adop- 
offs the ſchemes, or entering into the meaſures of the power, 
which 


(have prudently poſtponed the other, which was the moſt 
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time, of ſucceſſes gained 1 troops, which never ha 


the nation were to have ſomething in return for the blood a 


lance againſt new debts, accompanied with new taxes, iſ 
could not ſay but he much approved of the device, as he u 


we leaſt expected it, and were leaſt prepared for it. 
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thus applies for ſuccour. Sometimes Franklin and Deane 
received greater encouragement, at other times leſs, according 
to the tone of the court, and the prevailing ſentiments, and 
opinions at the time. But however theſe might vary, on 
important truth might be gathered from the whole, th: 
France was ſecretly hoſtile to Great Britain; that ſhe pu 
blicly or privately received, treated, and negotiated wit 
the members of the American congreſs, or with perſons an 
thorized and deputed for them. He next attacked what lc i 
called the ſhameful, diſgraceful, and improbable falſhooes tha 
the only paper, publiſhed by authority in this country, is fille 
with, upon every occaſion, given in the accounts received froi Ins 
erica, He ſaid, he had been in company, at Paris, wit 
an American lately arrived in that capital, who informed hi 
that our London Gazette gives long details, from time if 


any exiſtence but on paper. He aſſured me, in particular, th 
the liſts of the killed, wounded, and priſoners, ſince the co 
mencement of the campaign, amounted to nearly as man 
as the Congreſs had enliſted, muſtered, or arrayed ; but: 


treaſure ſo ſhamefully laviſhed on our fide, ſomething to be 


infinitely better pleaſed to ſee men killed upon paper, than 
convinced that they fell in battle. He then took a gene 
view of the ſituation of affairs in America, the ſtate of s 
reſpective armies, their number, &c, and contended, fre 
the preſent appearance of affairs in that country, we wel 
no nearer conquering America now, than we were tir 
years ago. If it could ever be effected, he was ſatisfied 
would be the work of time, perhaps of many campaigh 
Though France had altered her intention of taking an ea 
and decided part, and would not venture to break with us, t 
her navy ſhould be put upon a reſpectable footing, yet a pea 
reſting on ſo precarious a foundation, was in fact no peac 
and was more hurtful, in its remote conſequences, than wi 
actually declared.---The Dutch were nearly twenty je; 
ſtruggling againſt their tyrannic oppreſſors, before they p 
cured any aſſiſtance from foreign ſtates ; our ſtrength wo 
be therefore gradually decreaſing, and we might probaJntr: 
find ourſelves engaged in a bloody and expenſive war, wine: 


* - 
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Mr. Dunning ſaid, he ſhould give one proof of his ſince- Mr. Duu- 
ty, by agreeing with the amendment (moved by Mr. Corn- 

all) though he was far from approving of it entirely; yet 

twas better than nothing; and though the general expreſ- 

jon, „out of the realm, might be interpreted in ſuch a 

pznner as juſt to mean what miniſters pleaſed, he was glad 

p have the extreme rigour of the clauſe qualified in any man- 

er. He could not help obſerving, notwithſtanding all that. 

ad fallen from the other fide, both as to the intention. and 
vnſtruction of the bill, it was never defigned nor meant to 

x interpreted as a law, for ſecuring, detaining, or puniſhing 

rſons charged, ſuſpected, or convicted of offences or crimes, 
jecifically committed in North America, or on the high 

aS, | S | 

Mr. Wilmot lamented the preſent horrid fituation of Ame- Mr.Wilmer. 
ca ; ſaid, he thought this war might have been prevented on 


» 


ee outiet, and hoped might ſtill be put an end to, without 
hay derogation of the honour, dignity, or even intereſt of 
threat Britain: but that whatever were the cauſes, the ſword 


a now drawn by America, and that therefore, whilſt that - 
ford remained unſheathed, he ſincerely wiſhed ſucceſs to his 

Fn country, though he could not think it free from error. 

[hat he felt upon the occaſion as he ſhould do if a dagger was 

d to his father's breaſt ; that in that moment he ſhould for- 

t his parent's blame, defend him from its attack, and refle& 

ly on the greater blame of the perſon who held it. That 

an e fituation we are in towards America could not have been 
Ireſeen, and therefore no proviſion was made for it by the 

ws at preſent in force. That this bill anſwered the purpoſe, 

d being freed from the objection to it, had his hearty con- 
mcurrence. | | EW: | 
The Attorney General, (Mr, Thurloe) obſerved, that he ArrorneyGe- 
d been deſcribed as the framer of the bill, with ſome little“ 
liſtance however from his friend near him; and, on that 
ound, made reſponſible for its contents. Be that as it may, 

as, H ſtill retained his former opinion; he never had a ſecond on 

e ſubject. He was aware of the great talents and profeſ- 

nal knowledge of his learned friend who moved the clauſe, 

id who had entertained the Houſe ſo ably on the ſuppoſed 
tradition between the title and the bill itſelf, With all 

6 induſtry and attention, both of which in the preſent cafe 

wol was by no means ſparing of, he could not diſcover any ſuch 
obaUWntradiftion, The bill was meant to puniſh, or prevent 
un mes committed in America or on the high ſeas, Does 8 
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bill hold a. different language ? Is it becauſe a perſon 1s not 
perſonally preſent in either of the places deſcribed, that he 
may not be guilty of treaſon ? Certainly not. If that was 
the caſe, no accomplice in treaſon, who was now 1n open 
a ms, or concerned in the ſcene then paſſing, could be brought 
to puniſhment, He begged leave to repeat what he ſaid he 
had given fo frequently as his opinion ſince the firſt intro/ue- 
tion of the bill into the Houſe, it was formed on the pureſt 
principles of conſtitutional law; that he was convince it 
would ſtand the teſt of time and obſervation ; and that if 
it was defective in any reſpect, it was becauſe it did not go 
far enough. He then quoted ſeveral inſtances, in which the 
ſuſpenſion of the habeas corpus act had taken place; and refer- 
red to the celebrated caſe of Sir William Wyndham, who 
was denied the benent of the habeas corpus act on bare ſuſpi- 
cion; and after ſolemn argument in the Court of King's 
Bench, the judges were unanimouſly of opinion, that he 
fhould be remanded to the Tower; and that the ground of 
commitment was good. He contended, that the 2 was a 
legal and conſtitutional one; and that the claim to exerciſe 
it, on the preſent occaſion, was ſound law, and perfectly 
conſonant to the principles of the conſtitution. He added, 
that it had been a prevailing cuſtom, fince the introduction of 
the preſent meaſure into the Houſe, to blend in every debate 
and converſation which aroſe on it, perſonal alluſions, perſo- 
nal charges, and certain political doctrines, little connected 
with the ſubject matter. Whatever portion of them were in- 
tended for him, he was totally indifferent about. He was 
conſcious of his own motives. He flattered himfelf, he had 
always acted an uniform, conſiſtent part. He was determi- 
ned to purſue the ſame line of conduct to the end: and on 
the whole, he did not think it a very fair mode of procedure, 
to diſcredit a meaſure merely on perional conſiderations, ap- 
plying, or ſuppoſed to apply to ſome of thoſe who moſt 
warmly ſupported it. 

Mr. Dunning replied to the Attorney General, both in re- 
ſpect of the bill, and as to the latter part of the Attorner's 
ſpeech, which he ſuppoſed was directly levelled at himſell. 
He obſerved, that he muſt be very ignorant indeed of the 
laws and conſtitution of this country, and of the real purpor 
of the bill, who could reſort to perſonal alluſions, to the 
framers of it, inſtead of drawing arguments againſt it from 
the bill itſelf. No man queſtioned the perſonal integrity), 
uniformity of conduct, or immaculate intentions of its 
friends. It was the bill, the uſcs that might be made of l 

| * 
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the unprecedented powers it delegated, without a {angle proof, 


as or colour of proof, of the neceſhty of ſuch a delegation, 

en ¶ that called forth his oppoſition, He applauded the learned 

bt WW gentleman's firmneſs ; he had a very high opinion of his 

he WM profeſſional knowledge; yet however firm and knowing he 

c- Wl was, there were ſtill ſome of his friends, who thought 

eſt Wl the bill went too far; the very amendment made to the clauſe 

it N now offered, was the cleareſt; teſtimony that there exiſted 

it ¶ ſuch a deſcription of men among his friends; and the ſenti- 

co WM ments of a great lawyer [Mr. Morton] in the committee, 

he proved, that there were, even among his learned brethren, 

er- ſome odd kind of men, who differed from him, independent 

ho Wot any perſonal alluſion to his integrity, uniformity of con- 

pi-Nadoct, or political principles. - | 

gs The Attorney General taid he intended no particular applica- 

he ton of what had fallen from him. That his friends or ad- 

of Wircrfaries might think as they pleaſed ; every man was free to 

3 1 WMthink for himſelf ; of courſe he was at liberty to hold his 

7c Whirſt opinion, and to avow it, which was, that the bill was 

ily neceſſary, and that it was unobjectionable in its firſt forma- 

ed, on, as well as amended ſtate, He obſerved, that it was a 

| of rery unuſual thing to debate a bill in this ſtage ; that many 

ate Wopportunities had preſented themſelves ſince its firſt introduc - 

{0- ¶ non into the Houle ; on the ſecond reading, in the committee, 

ted Mznd on the report; but all theſe opportunities were partly 

n- Wpafſed over, and adminiſtration were now called on to defend 

was Wand amend a bill in a ſtage, in which, if debated at all, it is 

had farcely or ever offered to be amended. | 

m- Co. Luttrell thought the bill extremely neceſſary at this _ Tutte 

| 00 Wiime, and its operations in this kingdom and Ireland much“ 

are, ranted. He informed the Houſe, that a ſhip, loaded with 

aP- MWirc-arms, and warlike ſtores, and ammunition of all kinds, 

nol intended for America, was ſeized in the port of Dublin. The 
nerchants who were the owners of the ſtores, and the actors 

re- n this treaſonable tranſaction, were apprehended, and yet, 

or want of a law of this kind, the traitors were bailed, and 

permitted to eſcape with impunity. He wiſhed ſincerely, it 


Attorney 
General. 
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theWhey had not eſcaped beyond the reach of juſtice, that this 
Pl bill might take cognizance of. their crimes, and that they 
the 


tight meet that exemplary and condign puniſhment which 
ey manifeſtly merited. | 

Honourable James Luttre!! replied, that ſtrong facts made Hon. mm 
aly to the humbleſt comprehenſion, taught him to differ ſo ä 
dely in opinion from his honourable relation Col. Lut- 


Vol., VI. 1 trell] 
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trell] and made him feel ſuch contrary ſentiments to thoſe 1 
which that honourable member had expreſſed, that be waz 50 
neceſſitated to perſevere in voting in oppoſition to him. That b 


there is an act of Parliament to prevent the ſhipping of war- n 


like ſtores to America; that if the law is not clear in point- Nei 


ing out the means of puniſhing ſuch offenders, it may be ne-M7 


ceſſary to make one for that purpoſe: but that there is great 
difference between making laws to puniſh the guilty, anc 
breaking laws, which our excellent conſtitution has provided 
for the protection of the innocent. That if the propoſed 
clauſe was agreed to by the noble Lord [Lord North] it 
would reprieve the liberty of the fubje& on this ſide the At- 
lantic, and perhaps check, for a while, the arbitrary ſpirit of 
thoſe who wiſhed the bill to paſs without the clauſe. But 
that as he could conceive no ſtate of perfection in a bill of 
that deſpotic nature to recommend it to the repreſentatives of 
the people, he ſhould not enter into refinements of the law 
nor cavil upon words, but object to the whole of the bill 
as an iniquitous and daring attack upon the Palladium of Eng 
Iſh liberty; and obterved that if this was the firſt-fruits of 
victories in America, we muſt expect to recover our colonies 
at the expence of Magna Charta. He proceeded to obſerve 
that after the very ſtrong cenſure paſſed by a right honoura 
ble gentleman [Mr. Rigby] on the members of oppoſition 
who had contended for the conſtitutional freedom of the tub 
ject in every part of the Britiſh empire; he muſt conſide 
ſuch declamation as meant to open an extenſive field of Ame. 


rican debate, and therefore thopgbt it his duty to ſay, IL 
few words in behalf of an injured people, whom he conceived for 
never yet to have had it in their power to return to their al im 
legiance without either ſubmitting themſelves to vaſſalage, of de 
being condemned to death. He then eftered into the origin dei 
and purſuit of the war, as the great object of parliamentary pla 
conſideration. Praiſed the valour of the Britiſh forces an] of 
their leaders, but . lamented that the Houſe continued t cee 
meet for little elſe than to frame bills of hatred, inſtead of reW pot 
ſtoring laws which were for the mutual advantage of Grea | 
Britain and America. That he had often thought the loſs oi tra 
empire would not be more diſgraceful to Britijh ſubjects, thaq ple 
the loſs of freedom; but that he neither wiſhed to eſtabliſh i fe 
republican, nor an Arbitrary ſyftem of government. cee 
queſtion of the times he comprehended to imply; whether tot 


it can poſſibly be for the advantage of America to relieve he 
from one ſpecies of calamity, only to ſubject her to another. 
| Pee * * 
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And whether it is wiſe in us to rejoice at an increaſe of 
power to tyrannize, when it ſets a dangerous precedent to 
bring home to ourſelves the ſame military enforcement, of 
var-M miniſterial injuſtice, as that which marks the deſpotic prin- 
1nt-Mciples, the riſe, and progreſs, of the whole American war, 
That he certainly. ſhould not rejoice at any victory, till go- 
ernment prove they mean to end the war with more juſtice 
than they began it. He then proceeded as follows: 

If I were to join in claiming a right of taxation over the 
Americans, conſiſtently with thoſe acts which occaſioned the 
civil war, it is plain to every capacity that it muſt be unlimi- 
ted, and unconditional ; for certain it is, that government 
taxed the Ainericans without their conſent, at a time when 
there was no deſperate plea of neceſſity which threatened the 
fafety of this kingdom; let it be remembered that we were 
then highly roſpetied abroad, rich in commerce and proſpe- 
rity at home, with every advantage of profound peace. 

The exerciſe of unlimited taxation may mark this for a 
Houſe of American delegates, by American penſions, but 
that people can only continue to. eleCt their own legal “ re- 
preſentatives, to record. a loſt conftitution. Nor could I 
conceive that our liberties were not endangered, when ſo deſ- 
perate an attempt was formed, to break the ſpirit of a people 
like ourſelves, who would not tamely ſubmit to be treated as 
inferior ſubjeRs, in point of conſtitutional repreſentatives, 
and the 1 of limited monarchy. | 
Itis a maxim ſtated by a noble and diſtinguiſhed political writer 
[Ld, rh that ( whatever be the fate of particular per- 
ſons, houſes, or families, the liberty of the ſubject ſnould be 
immortal.“ But we have ſeen three millions of ſubjects, con- 
088 demned unheard, and the faith of their nation broke, in or- 
gig der to ſupport the powerful faction of a few great families 
ar placed near the throne ; themſelves exclaiming in both Houſes 
nIY of Parliament, to have recourſe to arms, to juftify ſuch pro- 

q ceedings, as they were conſcious muſt be condemned, by every 
el poſſible idea of civil right, which conſtitutes us a free people. 
cal The Americans driven and neceſſitated to reſiſt fach arbi- 
trary power, might well forget the reſpect which we are 
1a pleaſed to ſuppoſe was due to the mother country; when in- 
1 ff fiead of conſidering their addreſſes to the crown, you pro- 
ceeded to deſtroy their trade, laid waſte their country, and 
be totally abdicated that government, there ſurely remained 
10 L 12 little 


toughs, by the ſame mode of election as our own. 


* The members of their Houſe of Aſſembly are choſen for counties and bor- 
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| little reaſon to juſtify ſuch conduct, whether the Americans 
ſhould declare themſelves independent or only unſubdued. 
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J have always thought it expedient for government to treat 
with the congreſs, becauſe it is eaſier to explain differences 
to a dozen of people; than to three millions. Conſidering 
them as meſſengers from a vaſt body of ſubjects, I think they 
ſhould be treated with, liſtened to, and anſwered ; neither 
could the employing of them as peace- makers, upon conſtitu- 
tional princlples, be eſtabliſhing their authority to rule over 
their fellow-ſubje&s ; or poſſibly confine the injuries done to 
all Americans, merely to the perſons of the Congreſs ; there- 
fore their virtues or their vices I neither praiſe nor cenſure ; 
for | contend that the arbitrary maxims adopted, and obſti- 
nately perſiſted in by government, was the ſole origin of the 
civil war, and to this day prevents the re-eſtabliſhment of 
peace. I am very far from attributing ſo general a revolt to 
the ingenious abilities of a few very private gentlemen. Re- 
ſtore upon a ſolid baſis the faith of this nation towards the in- 
habitants of that great continent ; give up ſuch meaſures as 
are only conſiſtent with narrow minds, court-juntos, and 
deſpotic principles; deſiſt from perſecutions which had lighted 
up a ſpirit of reſentment ſufficient to warm the hearts of three 
millions of ſubjects, the congreſs would then ſoon fink into 


their original ſtation of private citizens. 


I judge the miniſters to be dangerous ſervants to the ſtate, 
not only by their repeated arbitrary declarations, but by} 
ſtrong facts which have ariſen out of their own conduct, and 
which they dare the ſubject to counteract. The war is theirs, 
and the peace is to be theirs. We have charters to defend 
our liberties, and ſo once had the Americans; and there is 
more to be apprehended from ſuch miniſters, when in proſ- 
perity, than adverſity. Therefore it is our duty to look to 
the uſe that will be made of the boaſted viRtories, before we 
are in love with the ſound of them. I look upon legions of 
conquerors, and legions of tax-gatherers, in a very Reren 
hght, the former they wiſely hold up for our admiration, but 
the latter ſuits their views, their principles, and determina- 
tions. To be ſeparated for ever from America, endangers 
our liberties and the happineſs of every individual in this 
kingdom, much leſs than giving to the crown the rights and 
free privileges of ſubjects, who muſt become more numerous 
than ourſelves, I therefore contend, that the attempts of go- 
vernment to claim a right of oppreſſing the ſubject, ſituated i 
however diſtant from the capital, or varniſhed over with an) 
> | pretence 


117% D £8 A T E . | 
wetence whatſoever, ought to be oppoſed for the good of the 
hole empire. For there can be no natural diviſions, no 
ſaviſh diſtinctions conſtituted amongſt us, without its ending 
n deſtroying the freedom of the whole. The ſame motives 
mich might induce a king to fide with us to enſlave and op- 
jeſs the Americans, may find a King to watch their growing 
trength, and then fide with that people to reduce us to an ig- 
wminious level with themſelves, Had the friends of liberty 
keen fewer in numbers and ſtrength, than thoſe bred up in 
popery and Tory principles, during the reign of James the 
Second, that monarch had been abſolute. It was an injured 
xeople firmly bound together that ſhewed ſtrength fufficient 
drive that tyrant from the throne, and ſecured to us thoſe 
whts of mankind which adds dignity to human nature; un- 
er which the whole empire flouriſhed ; and till we are a di- 
ded people all Kings will look upon our liberties with jea- 
uſy,. but not with contempt. 55 
The ſhadow of a pretence was at laſt thrown out, that 


U 


ion] upon conſtitutional principles, but when the motion 
ed rade by a noble Lotd [Lord J. Cavendiſh] to aſcertain the 
ee act, was taken into parliamentary conſideration, the maik of 
to Nate hypocricy, was thrown off, and the Tory features of 
pvernment's inſtruction to the commiſſioners fully expoſed, 
tc, W The pretended delicacy of treating with the congreſs, was 
by Wally an impoſition upon mens underſtanding ; for there 
nd e no proper perſons to treat with, when you have nothing to 
rs, fer! And ſurely if bribing a few, and condemning the reſt 
nd {Wrafſalage, upon pain of death, can be conſtrued conſtitu- 
is Wonal'terms of peace, they were extracted from the Heſſian, 
o- Wot the Engliſh laws. | „ 
to Ml lown, Sir, I feel for the Americans; if our boaſted force 
we arms can drive them to look up to thoſe miniſters for mer- 
of and redreſs, who have plundered and betrayed them, and 
ent Noſe firſt proof of integrity conſiſts in declaring, they will 


Y. Such, fairly ſtated, is implied by unconditional ſub- 
ilfion; terms, not only unworthy the injured Americans to 
ten to, but ſuch as ought to ſtrike every Engliſhman with 
dignation ; to hear a language held for our gracious Sove- 
gn, more becoming ſome conquering tyrant and uſurper, 
an the father of his people, and the ſworn aſſertor of the 
ws, [vide coronation oath. | 

: | | I muſt 


rms of peace had been offered by Lord Howe's proclama- 


ot bind themſelyes to do one act of juſtice towards that coun- 


257 


258 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1111 


I muſt obſerve, that the new titles and favours beſtowed on 
the ſupporters of this war, are not marks to diſcern the well- 
. wiſhers towards America; neither can much clemency and 
protection be expected from thoſe members who have been 
moſt expert at teaching us that pleaſantry is preferable to hu- I 
manity ; that loyalty conſiſts in riſking the loſs of half anl. 
empire, by acts of violence and oppreſhon ; or have diſtin- 
guithed themſelves by jeſting over ſcenes, which from theirſſ® 
horrors and injuſtice, even the ſavage Indian may have ſhed 
a tear upon. | be 
Such men and ſuch meaſures I have oppoſed, and truft that] | 

I have ſtated ſufficient grounds of juſtification, for the ſtrong- 
eſt oppoſition to a war, which evidently appears to have fon 


its principle object, arbitrary power, ſupported by private 
avarice, and ambition; not public ſpirit, I may add not loy . 
c 


alty ; for though the language of tyranny may flatter the 
| | * of a — and — — — — and ſome tb 
| contracts, yet, Sir, the loyal language of a Briton to his So 4 
| vereign ought to conſiſt in the welfare and affections of hi 
ſubjects, which cannot be ſeparated from his views, without“ 
making life a burthen to himſelf as well as to them. 4 
I ſhall always wiſh to addreſs myſelf with proper reſpeq e“ 
towards every member here; conſcious that were the ſam er 
individuals aſſembled in any other Houſe, than a Houſe 0 Fhe 
Parliamefit, no man would take his ſtation amongſt them wilt 
more humility than I would ; but in this public cauſe, hes 
the unjuſt maſſacre of thouſands of fellow ſubjects, whos 
lives ought to have been held as ſacred as our own, calls aloud ſt 
for redreſs; and when the reſult of our unrelenting council d 
may be graven on the tombs of thouſands more, it is er. 
time to ſpeak a plain and determined language; therefore if 
ſhould deviate a little from etiquette, I flatter myſelf the im 
portance of the object will plead my excuſe ; that object i" l 
peace and commerce with America, which cannot be obtain en 
by unconditional ſubmiſfion, nor by theſe deteſtable repeat 
acts of violence, hatred and oppreſſion, but rather by drop ſer 
ping the point of the bloody ſword, untill America {hall 19" 9 


fuſe the olive branch, placed on a conftitutional code of law If 1 
ſuch as is neither unworthy the Americans to hve under, 10 ore 
of Great Britain to offer. X no 
Mr. Corn. Mr. Cornwall, to explain, ſaid without his amendment, In 


wail. perſon had only to take a paſſage of a few hours to enable hu) 
to give the rebels in America every aſſiſtanee in his pow). 


4.177). rr 


and return again to this country, without a poſſibility of con- 
troul or detection, by oy means ſhort of legal proof. 


the clauſe, on the truth of his predictions, for he had at 
length produced two events equally worthy of obſervation ; 
he had cauſed the difference of opinion among the crown 


in- o = 
eirflawyers, to be made manifeſt, and cauſed the maſque to be 
ed drawn afide, and the intentions of the framers of the bill to 


be publickly expoſed in all their naked deformity. 
Mr. Burrel ſpoke a few words in favour of the bill. 


add clauſes, by way of rider, after the principle of the bil 
had received the approbation of both Houſes, He could not 
therefore conceive on what ground the learned gentleman 
the Attorney General] could ſeem ſurpriſed, at what, which 
if not m_— day's practice, was nevertheleſs the conſtant 
practice and uiage of Parliament. As to the bill itſelf, it 
vas no wonder that gentlemen ſhould be ftaggered when the 
crown lawyers were known to have differed io materially in 
pe(fÞepinion. en not bred to the profeſhon of the law, ought 
amo reflect and conſider ſerlouſly what they were about to do; 
e ol rhen the very learned gentleman | Mr. Morton] who came 
rith the beſt diſpoſitions to ſupport the meaſure, ſtopped ſhort, 
chedWod refuſed to go the length that other gentlemen, perhaps not 
ks learned, but more ſanguine, were willing to do. In ſuch 
louWſtate of things, and diverſity of opinion, he hoped the Houſe 
rould again conſider the very extenſive and unprecedented po- 
ers meant to be lodged in the hands of the crown by this bill; 
nd if they ſhould think the principle of the bill neceſſary to 
e ſupported, that they would agree to the clauſe offered by 
us learned friend, at leaſt to the amendment propoſed by the 
\ineonourable gentleman on the Treaſury Bench. 


IropWhen he confidered the very great and fingular importance of 
une queſtion now before the Houſe, he could not content him- 
lan with giving a filent vote; he ſhould, therefore, ſay a few 
ords on the occaſion, to declare his hearty and entire appro- 


nc | | 
ton of the clauſe offered by the learned gentleman [Mr. 
nt, Nunning] near him. He was always ready, he truſted no 
- bien in that Houſe more fo, to ſupport adminiſtration when 


Welty were right. He hoped his ſentiments, particularly reſ- 
ling American affairs, were ſufficiently known; but accor- 
I ; ; ding 


Mr. Serjeant Adair condemned the principle of the bill at Mr-Serjeune 
arge, and congratulated the learned gentleman who moved“ 


Right Hon. Z. Townſhend ſaid, it was neither unuſual nor Rt. Hon, 


common to debate bills on the third reading: nay, even 0 1.4 
I 


. — — ro omit os ge 


Mr, Jyner ſaid he did not intend to ſpeak in the debate; yet Mr. rer. 
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ding to the preſent appearance of things, according to 


avowed and oftenſiye motives urged for paſſing this bill, k 
was yet to learn on what reaſonable or even plauſible ground 


adminiſtration could refule the clauſe, much leſs the amend 
ment. He wiſhed, however, before he ſat down, to be per 
fectly underſtood, that his opinion reſpecting the preſent bil} 
did not at all interfere or affect his general fentiments reſpec 
ing the preſent unnatural rebellion raging in America. 
Lord North roſe to exculpate adminiſtration from having ar 


intention of 1ntroducing any unconſtitutional precedents, ot 
of defiring any powers to be entruſted either to the crown or 


them, which could be employed to oppreſſive or bad purpoſe 
In anſwer to Mr. Fox, he afſured the Houſc, that he ha 
received no account of any foreign ſtate having aſſiſted A 
merica with arms, or any kind of naval or military ſtores 
He believed the contrary to be the caſe, and muſt have hear 
if they had. Probably enough, the French and Dutch mer 
chants, as objects of commercial profit, may have ſupplied 


the colonies, and been guilty of this ſpecies of prohibited 


commerce ; but he imagined, he might ſay with certainty 
that no traffic of this kind had been carried on under the ſanc 
tion of either of .the powers. mentioned, or indeed by any 
other. He obſerved, that great objections had been made tc 
the powers now intended 4, A delegated. He was ſorry that 
ſuch a jealouſy ſhould be entertained at any fide of the 
Houſe. . He was certain that they fell conſiderably ſhort ol 
thoſe granted on fimilar occaſions ; at all events, he imagine 
that the clauſe, as offered to be amended by his honourable 
friend near him, would completely remove every ſolid ground 
of objection. | | 


Mr, Aden. Mr. Adam in favour of the bill, as it ſtood before the clauſe 


was moved. He coincided 1ntirely in opinion with the Attor- 
ney General, that the clauſe was not wanting; and that eve 
without it, the. bill did not go far enough ; that the preſent 
critical ſtate of affairs rendered it neceilary ; that the mon 
ample and decifive clear powers, ſhould be veſted in the 
crown, in order to cruſh and eradicate the unnatural and un 
provoked rebellion now raging in America. He contended 
that the powers now ſought,ſhould have been applied for muc 
earlier, and affirmed, if they had, that the war we were nov 
unhappily waging, with our own ſubjects, would have bee 
long ſince extinguiſhed. Indecifive meaſures, indeciſivel 
executed, were the leading characteriſtics of the preſent admi 
niſtration, at leaſt, of ſome, who had power and — 
5 enoug 


4 
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enough, to countera@ ſuch as were firm and deciſive; and 

he could. not help obſerving and lamenting, that a greater 
curſe could not befal a country, than fluctuating and divided 
councils. Divided as we were in Cabinet, and Parliament, 

it was natural to expect that we muſt feel tlie fatal effects of 

ſuch diviſions, in the field, and every intermediate ſtep that 

led to it. : } 

General Conway ſaid, that adminiſtration had not only gone Gen. Con- 
far enough, but beyond far enough; they had not only been #4 
deciſive, but he feared much too deciſive, It was impoſſible 
for them, in his opinion, to be more obſtinate and unrelent- 
ing than they had already proved themſelves to be ; or to re- 
fort to harſher means than they had all along ſteadily purſu- 
ed, The whole train of meaſures, from the commencement, 
was a ſucceſſion of acts, all ſeeming to tend to one favourite 
object, that of driving America to deſpair; and from acts 
committed under the force of that deſpair, to gradually com- 
pel them from dutiful remonſtrance to factious and ſeditious 
reſolves, from theſe to the cruel neceſſity of taking up arms to 
defend their natural, chartered, and conſtitutional rights, and 
at length, in the height of political rage and deſperation, to 
throw off and diſſolve all bands of jegal government, by leav- 
ing them no other alternative but rank ſlavery or independen- 
ey. Thoſe means of recovering America having hitherto 
proved unſucceſsful, he was aſtoniſhed that we ſtill continued 
to adhere to them. He affirmed, that we were now, and he 
would venture to do ſo from the beſt authority, no nearer 
making a conqueſt of America, than we were twelve months 
azo ; and that, probably, if we perſiſted another year, in the 
lame ſyſtem of politics, France, when ſhe found this country 
ſufficiently weakened and exhauſted, both in men and mo- 
ney, would take an occaſion to break with us, and we ſhould 
probably, in ſuch an event, find ourſelves engaged in a war 
with the united powers of France, Spain, Naples, Sardinia, 
and the emperor, without a fingle ally ſtrong enough to coun- 
terbalance ſuch a junction of all the great powers of the ſou- 
mern part of Europe. He could not fit down, he ſaid, 
without obſerving, that after all which miniſters had pro- 
miſed, nothing yet had been performed, in reſpe& of the 
terms we were willing to grant to the colonies: how, then, 
vas it poſſible to effect that favourite meaſure, of dividing 
and commanding ? America muſt unconditionally ſubmit, or 
agree to terms; no terms having been offered on our part; the 
alternative was evidently, ſimple deſpotiſm or ſimple con- 
Vor. VI. Mm queſt. 
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queſt, It was therefore abſurd to talk of dividing the con- 
greſs, or ſeparating the people from the congreſs, becauſe by 
the preſent conduct of adminiſtration, they did not permit a 
ſecond party to ſubſiſt in America, His opinion, he aſſured 
the Houſe was neither founded in a mere ſpirit of oppoſition, 


or any other improper or intereſted motives. He was ſure it 


Mr. Adam. 


845; Dun- 


ain: 


Mr. Cen hs, Mr. Solicitor General made ſeveral obſervations on the 


neral. 


was pure; he was certain it was uniform; and he had great 
reaſon to dread, that the final event of the preſent cruel and 
unnatural civil war, would prove that his fears and predictions 
were too well- founded. 

Mr. Azam, to explain the words far enough. He faid, he 
did not mean to ule that phraſe in the looſe, undefined man- 
ner, it had been conſtrued by the honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, He meant ſubſtantially to ſay, that the meaſures 
now purſuing by government would have been more effica- 
cious, in all probability, had they been taken up earlier; and 
when they were taken up, had they been carried into execu- 
tion with more ſpirit and alacrity. No man was farther 
from approving of ſanguinary meaſures than he; and he 
always thought that the ſureſt means in ſuch caſes, of pre- 
venting the effuſion of blood, and all the dire calamities of 
a civil war, was by adopting vigorous meaſures in time, and 

executing them ſeaſonably. 

Mr. Dunning to explain. He was glad to learn, that ad- 
miniftration had in ſome meaſure, deſerted the bill; he hop- 
ed they would deſert the amendment too. However, divided 
as they were, if they ſhould inſiſt on both this night, it would 
produce a phenomenon in politics, a deſerted bill, and a di- 
vided miniſtry, carrying a queſtion on which ſcarcely two 
of them were agreed in, and which almoſt every individual 
of them had virtually deſerted. 


intelligence given by his honourable friend [Mr. Fox. 
He ſaid, the information given by that gentleman, and eve 
ry argument drawn from it, furniſhed ſo many ſtronge 
motives, in his opinion, for agreeing with the bill, and re 
jecting both the clauſe and amendment: he had told the 
Houſe (and who could doubt ſo good an authority ?) that 
two of the members of the congreſs were at Paris, and tha 
they were received in a public character, in the light of en 
voys, or miniſters, armed with full powers from an inde 
ndent ſtate, treating upon preliminaries for a perma 
nent and folemn communication, and guarantee of the! 
reſpective intereſts, He was witty on his old colleague 
, | | iſ 
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and was extremely liberal of the words rebellious, trea- 


ſonable, rebel congreſs, on fallen America, &c. He 
faid, he did not ſee any neceffity for either the clauſe or 
amendment, yet he ſhould not be againſt, nay he had no ob- 
jection to it, if its friends had been contented with carrying 
it early in the day; but as the gentlemen who moved and 
ſupported 1t, had been indulged with an acquieſcence on the 

rt of adminiſtration, and ſtill continued to debate the prin- 
ciple of the bill, he ſhould now moſt certainly vote againſt 
It. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he admired the candour and condeſcenſion of Mr. Fx. 


his learned friend, in granting the favour of permitting the 
elauſe to make part of the bill, if the terms in which the favour 
had been aſked had been accompanied with that degree of gra- 
titude and ſubmiſſion the granting ſo high a boon deſerved ; 
if the debate had not been prolonged to this late hour, when 
it might be ſuppoſed the learned gentleman's preſence might 
be more uſeful, and more eagerly ſought. Yet, upon con- 
ſideration, nice as the learned gentleman's feelings were, ea- 
ger as he was to get out of the crowd, careleſs as he was of 
his duty 1n that houſe, and indifferent as he ſeemed to the 
conſequences of the bill; in either or any event, he imagin- 
ed his reſentments againſt conquered America, his native ha- 


tred of rebellion, his.zeal for government, and his r | 


loyalty to the family on the throne, might have been in 
ſome degree gratified, without puſhing this bill to the extent. 
he ſeemed to defire. ---It might allay the learned gentleman's 
thirſt for public chaſtiſement, and exemplary puniſhment, 


when he could fatisfy himſelf with the pleafing reflection 


that ſeven rebels were ſhoved into a room at New York, 
and there burnt to death; or if that was not ſufficient, ano- 
ther gentleman, till, if poſſible, more zealous and loyal, 
[Mr. Adam] might feaſt himſelf with contemplating the 
glorious deed daily and hourly achieved in our ſouthern 
colonies and back ſettlements, where the ſavages come down 
in great numbers (if the accounts received by adminiſtra- 
tion themſelves from that country are to be depended on) 
and maſſacred the innocent ſettlers in cold blood ; and .the 
llaves were meritorfiouſly employed in the murder of their 


unprepared, unſuſpicious maſters, through the encourage- | 


ment of an adminiſtration which had been this day ſo un- 
juſtly arraigned, as ſluggiſh and inert, as wanting ſpirit and 
dlacrity, in the glorious work of blood and carnage; of 

M m 2 . plan- 
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planning nothing but tame, indeciſive meaſures, ſtill more It 
tamely and indeciſively executed. 01 

The queſtion was put on Mr. Dunning's motion, as oi 
amended by Mr. Cornwall, and agreed to without a diviſion, th 

As ſoon as the clauſe was read a ſecond time, and agreed Wa: 
to, Mr. Fox roſe, and wiſhed the Houſe much joy, and fe-ſWth 
licitated the nation in general on the eſcape they had from, IM be 
at leaſt, a ſtate of temporary tyrannic dominion, which perhaps ſv: 
all in good time, was meant to be rendered perpetual. He fe 


_ congratulated the minority in particular, on their ſucceſs {lib 


this day; who, he ſaid, had corrected this very reprehen{ibleWtio 
bill; though a minority, they had accompliſhed this altera-th: 
tion; the miniſters were not only convinced, but aſhamed, Min 
and had accepted of the alteration, It was no compliment lg 
to their friends the majority, for they were ready to paſs theWihc 
bill as it was brought in, It was the 32 he repeated, 
who, though a minority, had corrected this bill, which the Wor 
noble Lord had brought in crude and indigeſted, imperfect wo 
and erroneous. The noble Lord was obliged to his friends ger 
the minority, for digeſting, altering, and correcting his bil, | 
not to his friends the majority, who were ready to ſwallow it ne 
with all its original crudities, cruelties and errrors. He then 
enlarged in an humorous, ironical ſtrain, on the power of the 
learned gentleman | Solicitor General | who threatened to 
damn the clauſe totally, and blow it out of the Houle, if he 
was longer teaſed with the noiſe and nonſenſe of his oppo- 
nents, and detained from his ſocial enjoyments half or afihrc! 
quarter of an hour beyond his time; and painted his own 
tears very humorouſly, leſt ſome of the over-zealous friends mar 
of the clauſe ſhould rife, and provoke the learned gentlemanſtole 
to carry his threats into exeeution, He was two or three ou 
times riſing to ſpeak, he ſaid, but happily repreſſed his feel-the 
ings, as he watched the countenance of the learned gentle-Maive 
man, and imagined he could perceive a glow of honeſt zeal, Wed | 
and determined reſentment oyer{pread it, which denoted the 
moſt inevitable deſtruction to the clauſe, and terror, diſmay 
and defeat to all its ſupporters. He ſaid, he muſt feri- 
ouſly congratulate the Houſe, and the nation at large, 
on the preſervation of the conſtitutional freedom of this 
country, from the ſtab that had heen predetermined, and 
covertly aimed at its inmoſt yitals, by the bill as it ſtood 
before the clauſe was agreed to; for if it had paſſed in that 
form, he could with confidence aftirm, that no Engliſhman, Wn 
as long as it remained in force, and God knows how long 

. 5 that 
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that might be, would have had the ſhadow of liberty left, 
or could be a minute ſecure againſt the moſt cruel attacks 
of public oppreſſion, or private malice and revenge. He 
then argued againſt the principle of the bill, and ſaid it was 
a dangerous and unneceſſary bill, even in its amended ſtate; 
that ſtill any man, who for pleaſure or buſineſs happened to 
be out of the realm, lay at the mercy of miniſters, his pri- 
vate enemies, or of public informers. On the whole, his 
fears being at an end,reſpeCting the clauſe, he was now at 
liberty to expreſs his ſentiments freely; and under that ſanc- 
tion he totally diſapproved of the principle of the bill and of 
the clauſe ; he looked upon the bill as a dangerous preeedent 
in times to come; and learning the true diſpoſition and de- 
fon of adminiſtration, from their conduct throughout, he 
ſhould give the bill a moſt hearty negative. 


Mr. Cornwall ſaid, though he had ſome time fince been Mr. cara. 
for the alteration, he ſhould now beg leave to retract his wall. 


words; it was not an unprecedented circumſtance 3 many 
gentlemen had done 1t (upon former occaſions) as well as he. 


Lord North ſaid, he was for the alteration with the amend= Ld. Nerthe 


ment, as expreſſing more clearly what was meant and in- 
tended by the bill. 


The Solicitor General [Mr. Wedderburne] to explain, He Mr. ed. 
denied the interpretation that had been put on his words by Arburne. 


the honourable gentleman [Mr. Fox.] He gave him cre- 
dit for his wit, his humour, and flow of imagery and ex- 
reſſion; but very little for his arguments or facts. What he 
had ſaid imported no more than this, that the learned gentle- 
man who moved the clauſe ſeemed to be contented, at leaſt 
tolerably ſatisfied, with the amendment moved by his ho- 
nourable friend; that the explanation given, was ſeemingl 
the proper object of debate; yet, after the explanation 10 
giren and approved of by the learned gentleman who mov- 
ed the clauſe, gentlemen continued to debate upon other 
matters totally foreign to the queſtion before the Houſe, and 
ontinued to urge arguments againft the bill, As this ſeem- 
ed to be the prevailing opinion of thoſe who oppoſed the 
bill, and that for his part it was his opinion, as well as that 
o moſt of his friends, that no ſuch clauſe, mended or una- 
nended, was neceſſary; he thought and he believed voy 
juſtly, that as the honourable gentleman and his friends diſ- 
ed and oppoſed the whole bill, the queſtion might be put 
in the clauſe, and, if he negatiyed, then its friends would 
| | 90 


— — rr 
* ; 
8 
» t 


Rt. bon. 7, Rt. Hon. T. Town/hend denied the concluſions drawn by the 
Townferd. learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, He ſaid, the gentleme 


ultimate queſtion, he was pre-determined to giye a nega 
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be juſt as they were willing to be; they would be at libert 
to try their numbers merely on the third reading. 


CG” — 


1 
Ferrer 


on this fide of the Houſe might diſapprove of the bill, the 
clauſe, and amendment; and yet wiſh, if the bill muſt pak, 
to have the rigour of it qualified, and rendered leſs noxiou 
and miſchievous. He could eaſily conceive, without am 
great ſtore of profeſſional knowledge, by the aid of his ow: 
experience, that a perſon might diſapprove of a bill, or 
think it unneceſſary ; that a clauſe might be moved to take 
the ſting out of it; that an amendment might be moved tc 
that clauſe, which confiderably abated its value; and yet 
if by the ſtrength of numbers he foreſaw the bill woul 
paſs, he might be againſt the amendment and the bill, an 
fill wiſh and vote for retaining the clauſe, though, on the 


tive to the third reading. Such was preciſely the predic 
ment he ſtood in himſelf, and ſuppoſed that many of hi 
friends ſtood in the ſame ; conſequently he could neithe 
adopt the reaſoning nor deduction of the learned gentlem: 
who ſpoke laſt ; for he could eafily reconcile his diſapproba 
tion of the bill and amendment to his hearty approbation 
the clauſe, | 

Sir George Savile expreſſed the pleaſure he enjoyed on wha 
(all circumſtances confidered) he deemed a victory over fo 
who would wiſh to eftabliſh a ſpecies of dominion in 
country, more oppreſhve and arbitrary than what was en 
dured by the ſubjects of any deſpotic country in Europ 
He aſſigned his reaſons why he thought ſo, and fat down wit 
declaring, that he ſhould give his negative againſt the tl 
reading of the bill. 

The clauſe, or rather rider, being agreed to, the queſto 
was put, on the third reading, and the heuſe divided 
ayes 112; noes 35. After which, the queſtion was put 
* That this bill do paſs,” which was agreed to without 
chviſion. . 
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268 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1111, 
February 18. 
No debate. f 
February 19. | 
The Houſe in committee on allowing lumber to be carried 
in Britiſh ſhips to the Weſt India iſlands. 
| Mr. Pennant in the chair. 
Mr. Alex. Mr. Alexander Douglas. 0 
* Douglas, Q. Is he acquainted with the preſent ſtate of the Weſt 
India rflands ? N 
A. I have ſeen letters from thence. 
Q. Has he any eſtate there ? 


4 


A. Yes. l} 
Q. What are his preſent concerns in the iſlands ? E 
A. I have an eſtate in Grenada and Tobago. I have live: 
twenty years in St, Kitts. the 
Q: What is the preſent price of ſtaves in the Weſt-Indialifſ | 
iſlands? | 
A. I faw a letter, dated December laſt, from St. Chriſ,.. 
; | topher's, it was not directed to me; in which the writer ſay Hue 


that he bought ſtaves at 151. per 1000 currency, and coulc 
ſell them for 3ol. and deals at 251. and could ſell them for 50] 
Q. Does he mean thoſe ſtaves for rum, or for ſugar caſks 
A.. Don't know which. 
Q. How much are ſtaves raiſed in price within theſe tie 
ears ? 
I A. Now between 171. and 181. ſterling ; and even thok 
are bad, and won't anſwer the purpoſe : the ſame two year 
ago were ſold at 61. 
Q. Is any ſcarcity of ſtaves apprehended 2 
A. I ſaw a letter from St. Chriſtopher's, from a manage 
there, that he has not a ſtave left, and none to be procure 
for money. The letter was dated '28 December. 
Whether the cultivation of the iſlands, will not bi 
highly affected by the want of ſtaves? 
A. Certainly will; every thing of lumber, there is a 
three or four to one of what it was. 
Q.: Does he not know that the ſale of ſlaves is as muci 
leſſened of late? 
A. Yes; the price is much fallen. 
Q. Does not the high price of ſtaves diſable the plante 
from giving ſo high a price for ſlaves ? 


Raves now are. 


* 

A. 

No plantation can be carried on at the price B 
| 2. 

f * Ya Ha a 
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Q. Has he been uſed to import into the Weſt-India iſlands 
linens from Europe ? 
g A. Formerly. | 
10 Q. What ſort were uſed ? | | 

A. The linens uſed there were chiefly from Ireland. | 

Q. Are any linens from the Baltic or Stetin much uſed 
there? 

A. Some: but a very trifle, unleſs by a lady that now and 
then ſmuggles a piece. We can be ſupplied by the Dutch 
and French with foreign linen. 

Q: Whether ſuppole the Weſt-India iſlands can be ſup= 
plied with ſtaves for dry goods, can they be ſupplied with 
caſks for rum? | | 

A. Ws have tried, but can't find any wood for making 
the rum caſks. | : 

Q: Whence are you ſupplied with the ſugar caſk ? 

A. I apprehend chiefly trom hence of late, fince the Ame= 
can ſupply was ſtopped. I heard of a few from Halifax, 
nd a few from the Miſſiſſippi; but I don't underſtand they 
tan be many. Our accounts from the Weſt- India iſlands are 
jery different; ſome ſay there is no want; others ſay, there 
z no ſupply, I believe the want is very great, 

Q. From whence did the ſtaves come before the preſent 
roubles ? | 

A. From New-York and Philadelphia; from the latter by 
ir the greateſt number. The accounts from the ſame 
lands are very different ; but the price ſhews the want, 
Withdrew, 


eſt 


«© I am in daily expectation of the arrival of the planta- 
on ſtores=-- Proviſions, boards, and ſtaves, are much wanted; 
ie two latter more particularly, ſo as there is not any on 
dur property: if they do not appear ſoon, I ſhall be at a 
ind, as there 1s none to be purchaſed here at any price 

hatſoe ver. | 
nu « Signed, J. ConsTaBLE. | 
c Directed to W. CoLnoun, Eſq." 


nte 


A. From Stetin and Hamborough, and the other ports of 

e Baltic. 1 | : | | 

Q. Has not a great increaſe of ſtaves been required for 

r uſe of the public? | | = 
Vor. VI. Nun 5 


pric 
| Ha 


Mr. Afilyneux, a member in his place, being aſked as to Mr. g 
be ſtate of the iſlands, reads a letter, dated puny 177 ou 


Chriſtopher Heineken, ſtave merchant. ChrifteP ber 
V From what part of Europe does he import ſtaves? —FHeinckens 
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A. Yes; for ſending proviſions to the army in Ame. 


rica. 


Has there not been a great increaſe of the demand for 


the aſe of the Weſt-India iſlands ? i 
. e. 
Q. Whether all thoſe demands have not increaſed the 
price ? | 
A. Yes, very greatly. tr 
8 In what proportion in the laſt two years? m 
A. Thirty or forty per cent. ri 


Q. Has he imported any ſtaves from the Mediterancan ? W of 
A. No. | 
Q. Whether he gives direction for the ſize ? 
A. No. 
Q. If he did, would they ſend them of thoſe ſizes ; 
A. No not at firſt. 
Q. Whether an order to ſend them of half the thickneſs 
would be complied with ? 
5 No—1 believe they would not be put out of thei 
wa 


. Not in time? 

A. 1 hardly think they could. | 
Q. Are the Hamborough ſtaves ſawed or ſplit ? | 
A. Split. 

Q, Are they dearer than they were fix months ago ? 
A. Much at the ſame ; rather dearer : the price riſes eve 

day. 
Q. Whether any ſtaves are ſent directly from the Bat 


to the Weſt-Indies ? ter 
Ne. ( 
Q. Whether if they were permitted to be ſent dire wo 
now, it would introduce ſmuggling ? F 
A. I think it would very much, and be of no advanta} ( 
to the iſlands. hon 
Q. What would be ſmuggled from the Baltic ? / 
A. Linen, wool, wines, and ſeveral other articles. I 6 
Does he know that they ever uſe woollens from ti the; 
Baltic, in the Weſt-Indies ? 4 
A. I don't know they do. | 1 


2 As to linens 7 
Does not know, but has heard ſo, 
Whether before the American troubles, ſtaves we 
imported into London for the uſe of the Weſt- _ 
eve 
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77. A. Never. 
me- Withdrew. | 
Mr. John Roberts Hawkins, cooper, Mr. Jobs 


What is the nature of the ſtaves imported from the =_ Haws« 


for Q. 
Baltic, are they fit to be ſent to the Weſt-Indies at all? 
A. No. 
the] Q. Why? 


A. They are large in ſubſtance, and cannot be manufac- 
tured there for that trade. I think, as a cooper, that ſtaves 
manufactured in London by me, will be as cheap as if car- 
red directly from the Baltic to the Weſt-Indies; the price 

2? Hof working them there would be ſo great. 2 

Q. Have any ſtaves been imported by you from Canada? 

A. I have imported none, but I have purchaſed them. 

Q. What is the nature of thoſe ſtaves ? 

A. They are the beſt that ever came to this market. 

Q. Are they as good, or better for wet goods, than others ? 

A. Better for rum. Quebec exceeds the Hamborough as 
much as Engliſh oak does the Quebec: this is the opinion of 
all the trade. 

Q: Does he know of any bounty given by Parliament for 
importing American ſtaves into England? 

A, Y*% | | 

Q. Was it effectual? 

A. No. 

Q. Why not ? | 
ver A. The bounty given under certain ſubſtances, two 
I inches thick on the joint: clauſe in that act laying a certain 
alu penalty, &c. and the danger of incurring the penalty, de- 

terred the importer from accepting the bounty. 
Q. Whether giving the bounty now in proper terms, 
a would not encourage the importation from Canada? 


A. Yeu 
ny Q. Are not great quantities of ſtaves uſed in general for 


home conſumption ? 


A. Leh | | 
Q. Whether an increaſe of importation would not enable 


chem to ſend more out, 


A. Undoubtedly. „ 
N 


Withdrew. | | 
| Mr. Brooke Watſon. Mr, Brooke 
Q. Whether there are not parts of Canada ſufficient to Water. 
provide ſtaves for the Weſt-India iſlands ? | 


A, Not immediately, 
Nen 2 


Q. In 
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Q. In what length of time will they? 
A. It depends upon circumſtances ; if Lake Champlain 


ſhould be ſecured, - then ſtaves would be cut during the next 


winter, and be ready for ſhipping the ſummer following. 


Sir Robert 
Herr ies. 


1 a bounty on ſtaves imported from Canada to 
the Weſt-India iſlands, would not encourage their ſending 
J 
A. No doubt, if it extended far enough. | 

Q. Have you formed any opinion how far it ought to ex- 
tend : 


A. I have not. 
Withdrew. 
Sir Robert Herries, banker and merchant, 

Q: Whether he has not refided at Barcelona a conſiderable 
time ? | 

A. Yes. | 
Qi. What employment had he there? 

A. I was contul to the king of Denmark, and a merchant 

at the ſame time. 
Q. Did he export wines? 

A. Very often. 

Q. Did he not find ſtaves there for that exportation? 

A. That country produced ſome ſtaves, but not ſufficient 
for the wine and brandies exported, 

Q. From whence had you the caſæs? 

A. Moſtly from Italy. 
Q. Does he know what part of Italy might beſt furniſh 
ſtaves for the Weſt-India iſlands ? - 

A. From the Roman ſtate in the Pope's dominions, and 
from the coaſt of Calabria and Amalfy ; but I believe the 
quality of that timber is ſo hard as to require more labour 
than the inhabitants of the Weſt-India iſlands would beſtow 
on it. The ſorts are red oak, white oak, and cheſnut. 

Q. Would any other part of Italy furniſh timber proper 
for thoſe purpoſes. | 

A. None ſo proper as thoſe I have mentioned, and they 
would be rather too hard. e 

Q: How much did you give for thoſe ſtaves ? 

A. Red and white oak ſtaves would coſt, laid down at 
Gibraltar, from 121, to 151. per 1000, and this is according 


to the laſt advices received within this month: the price has 


always been the {ame. 
Q. Would they not prepare them to be ſent ? 
A, The ſizes already ſuit. 5 
| Q. What 
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Q. What are they? | 5 
in A. Length 54 inches; thickneſs 1 inch; breadth 4 to 5 
xt inches; heading 36 inches long, and 6 inches broad. | 
Q. Is the price of oak and cheſnut the ſame ?- 
to A. It is different. 
g Q. What is the difference? | 
A. Cheſnut, all charges included, from 10l. to 12. per 
1000 of 1200 in Italy, put on board. 
Q. What would they coſt laid down at Gibraltar? 
A. From 12]. to 141. 
Q. Within what time an aſſortment of the Mediterranean 
ſtaves could be procured ? 
A. If not a very large quantity, within leſs than twelve 
le months; the reaſon is, that all the ſtaves are now engaged, 
and they ceaſe to work in July, Auguſt, and September; 
therefore they can't be cut till next winter, and ſhipped till 
next ſpring. | 
nt Q. Whether if any great order was ſent there, it would 
have any effect on the price? | | 
A. It would, 
Q. To what degree ? 
A. Not above 10l. per cent. 
nt Withdrew. 
Mr. Chriſtopher Baldwyn, a Weſt-India merchant. Mr. Chris. 
Q. Whether he knows the preſent price of ſtaves for the Za/&wyne 
Weſt-India iſlands ? 
iſh Y A. About 3ol. per 1000 currency. 
Q. What was the price two years ago? 
nd M A. About 81. per 1000 currency. 
the Q. Whether without a ſupply of ſtaves at a leſs price, a 
zur Iſtop will not be put to the cultivation of ſugar canes. 
ow A. I have had ſeveral letters lately. 
Antigua, Dec. 18, 
per .“ If we have not ſoon a large ſupply of ſtaves and heading, 
know not what we ſhall do with our canes, for it will be to 
1ey Nuno purpoſe to grind them.“ 
Another from colonel Martin, 


| Antigua, Dec. 7. 
at © Moſt of our planters have not ſtaves and boards enough 
ing Ito contain even a ſmall crop, though a few others and myſelf 
has Wave ſufficient for the next, but no more: what then ſhall 
ve do for the crop after next; we muſt want every thing for 
ie means of life, and for ſending the crop to England.“ 
3 


The 
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Mr. Jacob 
Hagen. 


lumber imported from Canada, Eaſt and Weſt Florida's, 
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The neceffity is general to all the planters, both for ſtaves 
and all forts of lumber. ns, 

Withdrew. | 

Mr. Jacob Hagen, a pipe ſtave merchant. 

Q. Are the ſtaves from Hamburgh amd the Baltic, proper 
for the Weſt-India market? 

A. I apprehend they are. | 

Q. Have any been cut here for the Weſt-Indies ? 

A. I believe there have. | 

Q. Can't they cut them in the Weſt-Indies as well ? 

A. I apprehend not. 

Q. Can't you import Hamburgh ftaves, and ſaw them 
here, and export them to the Weſt-Indies as cheap as they 
can be exported directly from the Baltic? | 

A. I apprehend J can. 

Withdrew. 


The Houſe again reſolved itſelf into a committee upon this 
ſubject, on the 26th of February (Mr. Whitworth in the 
chair) when the following reſolutions were agreed to, 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the planters in the Weſt-India iflands are in great want of 
Raves, and other lumber, for the cultivation of their plan- 
tations. 5 | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
It is expedient to authorize Britiſh ſhips to carry lumber from 
the Baltic, the North Sea, and the Mediterranean for a li- 
mited time under certain reſtrictions. 5 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
it may be expedient to grant a bounty upon ſtaves and other 


Nova Scotia, and the Iſland of St. John's, to the Weſt In- 
dies and the Muſquito ſhore. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
it may be alſo expedient to enable his Majeſty's commiſſio- 
ners in North America, and to Governor Tryon, to gran 
licenſes to the commanders of Britiſh ſhips, to export lum- 
ber to the Weſt Indies from the port of New York for 3 
mited time. | 
February 20. 


Nothing done, 
; | Februat) 
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| February 21. 


The order of the day, to go into a committee of ſupply, &c. 


It was moved, That the extraordinary ſervices, incurred and 
paid by Mr. Rigby, ſhould be referred thereto ; alſo that an 
account of the diſtribution of 970, oool. and likewiſe the in- 
veſtment of 799,97 3l. 18s. 5d. in the purchaſe of Spaniſh and 
Portugal coin, for the uſe of his Majefty's forces in America, 
be referred to the ſaid committee of ſupply.” 

Lord Newhaven ſaid, he had examined ſeveral items in the 
account with all poſſible attention; yet there were ſome of 
them that, in his opinion, called for explanation. He had no 
doubt that the money had been faithfully and properly ap- 
plied, and that the treaſury-board made their contracts on the 
cheapeſt and beſt terms in their power. He was ſatisfied, on 
the other hand, that contractors were equally induſtrious, on 
their part, to make as ample profits as they poſſibly could. It 
was the buſineſs, therefore, of Parliament to examine into the 
nature of them, and to ſee that neither the nation nor the 
treaſury, or any other official boards were impoſed upon. 
On this ground he could not help entertaining many doubts, 
there being many items in the account he did not compre- 
bend. His Lordſhip then enumerated ſeveral of the articles 
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Lord News . 
baven. 


which created his doubts, and the nature and extent of ſeveral _ 


of the charges, of which he profeſſed his ignorance : thoſe re- 
lated to the purchaſe of baggage-horſes, remittances, the ex- 
penditure of the monies diſburſed by virtue of the vote of 
credit ; and the general incertainty which overſpread the face 
of the eſtimates, taken together, on account of the committee 
not being able to diſtinguiſh and aſcertain what had been i1- 
ſued under the authority of the vote of credit, from the ſeve- 
ral ſpecies of expenditure particularized in the items now un- 
der conſideration. | | 
Lord North replied to the doubts ſtarted by the noble Lord 
who laſt ſpoke. He ſaid, the treaſury had made their con- 
tracts with the utmoſt frugality ; that the charge for horſes, 
looked upon to be ſo exorbitant by the noble Lord, happened 
quite in the common courſe of butineſs, and was adopted from 


motzves of economy ; they were collected from the ſeveral 


regiments of cayalry on the Britiſh eſtabliſhment, and were 


regularly valued ; the valuation was 161. per horſe, which 


was the price for which they were recruited ; and they came 
cheaper conſiderably than any others that. could be procured 
to anſwer the end of baggage horſes. His Lordſhip entered 
likewiſe into ſeveral explanations; and endeavoured to draw 

the 


; Forth. 


. — E — * boot — 
— . teenie — . — 

— "Eo on. „ ˙ m —ͤ—ö __—_ 

— = = —” - = = > —_ = l — = Py — 

— >; — — Co. 
l OL * . >=. . = Mean. 

— n . 
eien z 2 LR 


PAR = 
- 5 2 
— 
: — — 


276 


Lord Bar- 
rington. 
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the line ſo much wiſhed for; but after all his induſtry, ei- 
ther from the intricacy of the ſubject itſelf, the confuſion 
which generally accompanies a detail of figures, and the de. 
ductions drawn from them, when memory is the only ſource 
of information the party enquiring has to draw from, the 
whole ſeemed to bear every appearance of a maſs of am- 
biguity and obſcurity. 5 
ord Barrington ſaid, he had been in the war- office, at 
times, for ſeventeen years, and never heard a ſingle com- 
plaint of any impropriety in the conduct of that board; 
that he preſumed the horſes were wanting immediately, and 
he was ſatisfied they could not be procured in any other 
manner, on ſo low terms, and ſo expeditiouſſy. | 
Colonel Barr: ſaid, there were many articles in the ac- 
count which he wiſhed to have explained, as the ſums were 
immenfe. They were the repreſentatives of the people, or 
they had no right to fit in that Houſe, They were ſent 
there by their conſtituents, to be a controul on the execu- 
tive power, and a check upon miniſters, It was their pe- 
culiar province, to enquire into the expenditure of the pub- 
lic money. Miniſters were reſponſible ; their duty requir- 
ed that they ſhould give the Houſe every ſatisfaction in 
their power. He then pointed to a great number of arti- 
cles, which he ſaid were ſhameful ; the very charge of ſur- 
er mates, encreaſed from three to nine 2 each regiment. 
e dwelt a conſiderable time on one item in the account, 
which was the ſum of 44, oool. iſſued to Col. Fawcit, un- 
accompanied by any explanation, or ſpecification for what, 
but the bare iſſuing of the money. He ſpoke of the bad 
and unwholeſome proviſions ſent from Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the ſickneſs and mortality they had occaſioned 


among the troops, both in New York and Canada; and of iſ 


the bad flour which had been firſt imported from America, 
and then exported thither at a moſt exorbitant price. This 
flour would not bear a ſecond voyage, he ſaid; nor was it 


of a quality to be uſed, even on its firſt importation from Wi 


America, except in ſeaſons of dearth and neceſſity; the corn 
and flour factors in general being of opinion, that the grain 
was of ſuch a nature as not to bear the ſea-carriage without 
heating, and in ſome meaſure ſpoiling it; ſo that the health 
of the troops was ſacrificed to- the emolument of the con- 
tractors, who being paid the very beſt price, ſerved the ar- 
my. with this ſpecies of flour, that the Engliſh bakers would 


not purchaſe, and thereby gained a double if not a — 
| pron, 


] 


A. 1777. D E B A T E 8. 

profit. As to the fleſh proviſions exported from Ireland, he 
jd, lie was an eye witneſs of that himſelf, when in that 
kingdom laſt ſummer, where, in the very heat of the dog- 
days, he ſaw a great number of droves of hogs, going to 
laughter, killed, immediately falted, and packed up for the 
uſe of the army in America, He was curious eriough to 
enquire of the coopers, 1t proviſions thus prepared would 
keep ? He was an{wered, certainly not; they might keep for 
the voyage; but if not opened, and comſumed immediately 
on their arrival, they would be good for nothing; and even 
in that event they would be barely eatable. He ſaid, the 
tranſport ſervice was an immenſe article, and was higher, by 
nearly one half, than was ever known. The freight had 
been uſually gs. per ton, and now it was raiſed to the mon- 
ſtrous price of fourteen or fifteen. 
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Lord North replied, that the article, of which the ho- Ld. Vortb. 


nourable gentleman to loudly complained, was 44, oool. paid 
for levy- money, which adminiſtration did not, he confeſſed, 
expect would be demanded, becauſe it was not mentioned 
in the treaty, The Landgrave of Heſſe quoted the treaty 
of 1755 as a precedent ; that treaty was underftood to be 
the baſis of the preſent ; conſequently, the good faith ſub- 
iiting between both parties, compelled adminiſtration to 
xccede to the juſtice of the claim. He ſaid, ſome of the 
proviſions exported were as good as could be wiſhed for, 
ind ſome of them indifferent, as was always the caſe. They 
vere ſent in haſte, and incoveniencies of courſe happened; 
but every complaint of the latter kind would now be at an 
nd. Adminiſtration had contracted to have them of the 
beſt kind, and delivered on the ſpot in the beſt condition; 
terefore, if they ſhould turn out damaged, or unmerchanta- 
be, the 1073 would fall on the contractors, not on govern- 
ment, As to the tranſport ſervice, it was executed well, and 
he contracts made on the beſt poſſhble terms. The honour- 
wle gentleman was miſtaken in the price of freight, for, the 
hgheft price paid was no more than 128. Ed. and the cur- 
ent price, before the breaking out of the war, was 10s. per 
on. This riſe originated from two cauſes : firſt, the en- 
reaſed demand; ſecondly, the great expence the tranſ- 
ort contractors were put to, in arming and fitting out 
ietr veſſels, ſo as to be in a ſtate of defence againſt the 
merican privateers. And though the advanced freight, 
bight amount to a very great ſum, when it was conſidered, 
at the events of the war, folely depended on the double 
Vol VI. O O operation 
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operation of a ſafe conveyance, in reſpect of ſupplying our 
army with military ſtores and proviſions of all kinds, and W;; 
our preventing them from falling into the hands of the re- Wy, 
bels, no gentleman in that Houſe would, he preſumed, la- d 
ment or even ditapprove of any encreaſe of expenditure, Wy 
which was intended to ſecure, and was happily productive Whe 
| of ſo important and deſirable a purpoſe. As a proof how Ian 
| well the high freight was laid out, he. could inform the Nac 
| committee, that out of 202 tranſports and victuallers ſent Nit 
to America, only three had fallen into the hands of the re-ſWn 
bels; and one of them was thought to have been loſt, by Nvi 
— the captain permitting himſelf to be ſurprized; but that af- tea 
fair would be enquired into. bu 
Ld. Bar- Lord Barrington replied to the article reſpecting the ſur-Mlt 
ringer. geon's mates, that an additional number was always allowed ni. 
to the regiments quartered iu the Weſt Indies; and the] 
number was ſtill further encreafed, in proportion to the man-Wyh 
ner the troops were quartered; if cantoned in ſingle com-Wyh 
panies, each company would moſt undoubtedly require affſſto 
mate, ; 2 pea 
Col. Barre. Colonel Barre, ſpeaking upon the rum contracts, obſerved, Mon 
the contracts for rum were at 3s. 6d. and 58. 3d. per gal 
lon, which was a moſt unheard of and exorbitant price 
when it was well known, that good rums could be deliverec 
. at the keys in London from 28. to 3s. per gallon, indepenWWiru 
dent of the duty. In other places, the ſum total was charg 
eq, without ſpecifying the number of gallons, which Je 
the price at large; it might be 10s. inſtead of 38. or 5 
per gallion, Contracting was a ſpecial good trade now-a 
days. It was a rich manure, and daily gaining ground prer 
Contractors were known to be animals of a greedy nature 
always craving and never ſatisfied; their appetites for dif 
honeſt lucre and foul gain, were as inſatiable as their con 
ſciences were eaſily ſatisfied, and their minds in all pointſWr re 
reſpecłing their mercautile or parliamentary conduct, readilf 
made up. 
Le. Nertl. Lord North ſaid, the price of Jamaica rum on the poli 
was 45. 4d. per gallon, which with freight, inſurance, a 
ulloge, left little or no profit for the contractor; it ought tkual] 
be taken into the eſtimate of the probable riſque and profit 
that the contractors engaged to deliver the rum in whate 
ver part of America it might be wanting. As to the ſpread 
manure of contracts, his Lordihip oblerved, that contraè 
were not confined to the members of that Houſe, A gent 1; 
| tlem 
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ur I deman had ſaid, the other day, that giving a contiact to 
nd I any perſon, but a member of that Houſe, was a breach of 
e- Wprivilege. He ſuppoſed the honourable gentleman meant a 
a- Wiiplay of wit, rather than any thing ſerious. If, however, it 
re, I was intended, as a general inſinuation, that none but mem- 
ve bers had contracts, he begged leave to ſet the gentleman right, 
ow Wand to inform him, that the contrary was the fact. He did 
the not know any cuſtom, uſage, or law of Parliament that made 
ent Wit ſo ; and he was certain, that contracts were given indiſeri- 
re- minately to ſuch as were moſt likely to execute them well, 
by Evithout any conſideration, whether they had or had not a 
af- Wſcat in Parliament. Some bread, he allowed, proved bad; 
but thoſe were accidents it was impoſſible to provide againſt. 
ur-Ilt might have been occaſioned through hurry, ignorance, or 
velElniftake. He was well ſatisfied it aroſe from nothing elſe, 
Colonel Barre ſaid, when the treaty was made with Heſſe, Col. Barre. 
why was it not known that levy-money muſt be paid, and 
why was it not accordingly mentioned in the treaty pre:cented 
tb the Houſe ? It had, he could not help ſaying, every ap- 
pearance of the groſſeſt deceit and impoſition ; and obſerved 
on the general juſtification now ſet up, that if the treaſury 
board conſiſted of the vileſt and moſt profligate characters 
that ever diſgraced mankind, they would in their own defence 
plead, that they had diſpoſed of the public money in the moſt 
frugal and faithful manner. | „ 
Beſides, if the treaty of 1755, was to govern the preſent, 
it ought to prevail as a rule throughout. If not, but that 
many advantageous terms were introduced into the treaty of 
1775, the fair equitable conſtruction, flowing from theſe 
premiſes, was, that the Landgrave of Heſſe, had a double 
ſubſidy, and other advantages by the latter, that he had not 
y the former, he was bound therefore to abide by either one 
Ir the other. Take the treaty of 1755, with all its benefits; 
r relinquiſh every claim under it, Let his Serene Highneſs 
ave, in God's name, his option of the levy-money, or the 
louble ſubſidy ; but to give him both, ſo directly contrary to 
he latter, as well as ſpirit of the treaty of 1775, was an abuſe 
f Parliamentary truſt, and minifterial duty, hitherto une- 
ualled and unprecedented, in the annals of miniſterial time- 
iy, and peculation.---The Colonel fat down, with obſerv- 
ng, that even within his own. memory, ſuch a groſs malver- 
uon in office would have been ſeverely and pointedly ani- 
adverted upon, by a majority of that Houſe, and that no plea, 
ut incapacity or 8 would be ſuflicient to deprecate 
O 2 its 


. Cy Apr = 
= = = = 22 * 
= ri b R 7 7 
— 3 8 = 


6 V, - 2 LA 

— —— 
— 

I ̃ͤ —— 


<7 = 20 r 
— p = — 
r — 
DDr 
r 2 == 
— 
— 


> 


— T7 


— 


8 2 
2 #2 "EZ 

— 
= - 


= 
41 
. 


280 


Febrſione. 


| 
| 
Governor 
| 
| 
| 


N 
4 
{ 
' 
k 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 177). 


/ 

its juſt reſentments, againſt ſo daring and wanton a breach of Ir 
ublic truſt, Motion agreed to. ] 
Adjourned to the 24th. y 
February 24. 0 

Private buſineſs. n 
February 25. | t1 

Governor Fohnſtone. I have in my hand a petition from ſl a 
Captain Blair, in behalf of himſelf and Doctor Charles Ir- If 
ving, complaining of a violent outrage committed by two b 


Spaniſh guarda-coſtas, holding commiſſions from the King of 
Spain, in the capture of the ſhip Morning Star, the proper- di 
ty of the petitioners, as ſhe lay at anchor, with Englith co- tt 
lours diſplayed, in the road before Black-river, the principal 
Britiſh ſettlement on the Muſquito thore. of 
As I believe from ſomething I have heard fince, a noble ſe 
Lord in my eye [Lord North] has entered the Houſe, I th 
whoſe fiat generally determines the vote, that I ſhall not be lf pe 
perm:*:ed to bring this petition up, I ſhall therefore take the Ian 
liberty of ſtating the contents and the circumſtances more at I no 
large than I ſhould otherwite have done in this ſtage of the 4 
buſincis, that the world may judge between the conduct of 
thoſe who offer this petition, and of ſuch repreſentatives off ha 
the people as refuſe even to hear the complaints of 1njured me 
ſubjects, or to enquire into the circumſtances of national in- ¶ we 
felt and diſgrace, cot 
Before I ſtate the particulars of this tranſaction, it is ne-em 
ceſſary for me to inform the Houſe, that they are not now tur 
called on to enquire into a caſe where the leaſt infraction of wit 
any of the laws for carrying on commerce in the Spaniſh do- ole; 
minions, can be alledged, I freely confeſs that the impoli- I ing 
tic Jaws of Spain, reipecting the commerce of her colonie, * 
is iuch, by making the temptation ot profit jo much greaic mii 
than the riſque of ieizure, that the adventurous {pirit of ol me; 
countrymen has been frequently called forth to force a trade tha; 
upon thoſe coaſts, and even encouraged by the officers ot ouIᷓ by 
government, below the dignity of a gieat nation. Thetq; poi. 
adventurers are much diminiſhed of late: they were former he 
ly known by the name of Buccaniers: like moſt other illegal in t 
traders, with great riſques and great profits; they were of Winhz 
very deſperate caſt, and frequently irregular in their conſtry 
duct, ſo that enquiries into their complaints demzanded mor how 
than ordinary circumſpection. But ] beg the Houſe will noflimoy; 
from thence be induced to believe from private whiſpers off and 


5 
3 


falic inſinuation, that there was the leaſt degree of illegal com caſe 
| g N m. 7.6 » 
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of MW merce or unbecoming behaviour on the part of Captain 
Blair or Doctor Irving, or any of their people, intermixed 
with this complaint ; they are both men of irreproachable 
character, and of enlarged underſtanding, well known to 
many of the members of this Houſe. The matter is 
truely and without evaſion, an iſſue joined between Spain 
mand Great Britain, to the right of ſettling on the Muſquito 
r- ſhore, which the Spaniſh court ſeem determined to ſupport 
vo by overt acts of force and violence, rather than ſubmit to a 
of © civilized diſcuſſion by the law of nations, of which inſulting 
er- diſpofition, in the court of Spain, theſe worthy gentlemen, 
o- the petitioners, are likely to be the unhappy victims. 


pal W It was with no hoſtile intentions, Sir, it was with no views 


of illegal commerce, that theſe gentlemen embarked them- 
ble ſelves and their property, on the project of a ſettlement on 
fe, the Muſquito ſhore; it was to cultivate the generous arts of 
be peace, and diffuſe their benign influence through that rude 
the and waſte part of the world. This project they undertook, 
at not only by the encouragement, but in ſome meaſure at the 
the dre of government. | 
of In the year 1775, a more regular form of government 
; of having been eſtabliſhed on the Muſquito ſhore, by the appoint- 
redſſ ment of a legiſlative council, Doctor Irving and Captain Blair, 
in-· ¶ were induced by this act of authority, together with the en- 
couragement they received from the Earl of Dartmouth, to 


ne · ¶ embark between five and fix thouſand pounds in the adven- 
zo ture of making a ſettlement on the Muſquito ſhore, chiefly 
1 ol with a view of expreſſing vegetable oils out of the various 
do · oleagenous productions of that country, fit for the wool-comb- 
oll ing and other purpoſes in the woollen manufactory here. 


The next object (the petitioners being both excellent chy- 
miſts as well as intelligent botaniſts) was the improve- 
ment and cultivation of the different dyes, already known in 
that country, with a reaſonable hope of further diſcoveries 
by men ſo attentive and intelligent on this ſubject. A third 
point was the culture of cotton in a climate ſo favourable, 
where land is ſo cheap, and which is beſides ſo well calculated 
in the proceſs of preparing for the native indolence of the 
inhabitants, in their firſt progreſs towards more active indu- 
on try. Theſe were the objects of this expedition, and to ſhow 
norq how much they were approved by authority, Lord Part- 
neſmouth, then firſt Lord commiſſioner of trade and plantation, 
's Ofland ſecretary of ſtate for the colonies, actually undertook, in 
onYraſe Mr. Blair and Doctor Irving ſucceeded in their views, 


x4 4 reſpecting. 
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. the veſſel, ſhe was, in open day, boarded, ſeized, and carried 


has any Spaniard ever ſettled there. 
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reſpecting the vegetable oil, that it would be moved in Parlia- I 
ment, to make an alteration in the duties in that reſpect. 

A project like this may raiſe ridicule from men born to op- 50 
pulent fortunes, who have never had occaſion to conſider, be- 
yond their own eſtates, the various incitements which God r 
has eſtabliſhed for ſpreading improvements throughout the MW, 
world. But to thoſe who are able to trace the efficacy of Pro- 
vidence through different works, and know the numberleſs diſ- 
coveries that have been made in the arts and ſciences under 
ſuch enthuſiaſm, who feel the ſpirit that ſent Columbus to the 
weſt, and Gama to the eaſt, will revere men of that turn 
of mind. 

It would appear that this arrangement of the legiſlative coun- 
cil, coupled to the circumſtances of men of genius ſetling under 
it, had rouſed the natural jealouſy of the court of Spain, 
and had determined the councils of that nation to countera@ 
the meaſure by actual force, for after all the trouble of collect- 
ing materials for ſuch an eſtabliſhment, after the fatigues of 
ſo long a paſſage, before half the utenſils were landed out of 


off, in ſight of the King's houſe, and all the inhabitants of the 
lace, by the Pacifico of twelve guns, commanded by Don 
ohn Caſtello, and the Recorſo of fourteen guns, command- 
ed by Don Antonio Yepe, by whom the unhappy marinen 
were tied together and made captives, and carried along with 
the veſſel to Carthagena. | 

That the Houſe may underſtand the ſubject fairly, it wil 
be proper to ſtate in a curſory manner, what has hitherto been 
the ſituation of the Muſquito ſhore. 

The country extends about twenty leagues beyond Black 
river, to the weſt, and twenty leagues to the ſouth of Yarn 
or Great river, making in the whole about 4oo miles of a 
rectangular coaſt, running weſt and ſouth, from Cape Gracia 
de dias, and from 100 to 80 miles deep in the country. The 
chiefs of the different tribes of Indians, firſt formally cede 
this country to his Majeſty, while the Duke of Albemarl 
was governor of Jamaica; their chiefs have ever ſince been 
reſpected and obeyed by the natives, according to the com 
miſſions they have held from the governor of Jamaica, t 
which the Maiquito ſhore is conſidered as an appendage, not 


In the war of 1740, when we projected the attack on Cartha 
ena, and the expedition into the ſouth ſeas, under Lord An 
on, thinking the Indians might be of material ſervice againy 
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the Spaniards, an officer under the name of ſuperintendant, and 

paid by the crown, was then appointed, as alſo juſtices of the 

peace, by commiſſion from the governor of Jamaica, which 

e- Wcfabliſhment has continued ever ſince, ſometimes with more 

d rlaxed, and ſometimes with firmer authority, according to 

he Ie characters of the men employed, as every ſpecies of co- 

o- lony government under our conſtitution muſt be, when 

i{- Wounded merely on the will of the crown, without the elec- 

er Wiive voice of the people. 

It was no doubt with a deſign of remedying thoſe inconve- 

niencies, that this new ſpecies of colony government by a le- 

giſlative council, choſen by the inhabitants, was adopted. I 

do not take upon me either to condemn or approve the policy 
which directed the meaſure, but I believe the motives were 
extremely good, A very extraordinary circumſtance had 
brought the affairs of the Muſquito ſhore, under the more 
immediate review of the Board of trade, by which the un- 
reſtrained irregularities that prevailed there, became more ap- 
parent; a very worthy gentleman, and a friend of my own, 
had gone to that part of the world, in the year 1773, with a 
new of ſettling in the country; when he arrived there, he 
found a commerce eſtabliſhed of the moſt barbarous and cruel 
kind that ever diſgraced the tranſactions of any civilized 
people. The traders on the Muſquito ſhore were accuſtomed 
to ſell their goods at very high prices and long credit, to the 
Muſquito Indians, and the mode of payment ſet on footby the 
Britith ſettlers, was to hunt the other ſurrounding tribes of In- 
dians, and ſeize them by ſtratagem or force, from whence 
they were delivered to the Britiſh traders as ſlaves, at certain 
prices, in diſcharge of their debts, and were by them convey - 
ed as articles of commerce to the Engliſh and French ſettle- 
ments in the Weſt-Indies. The perſon among others, con- 
cerned in this ſhameful traffic had been the ſuperintendant 
himſelf, whoſe employment was oſtenſibly to protect the In- 
dians, from whence, as the Houſe will eafily perceive, all 
kinds of jealouſy, diſtraction, and diſtruſt had prevailed : 
ſeveral of the Indians, and particularly the King, complained 
to my friend of the diſtracted ſtate of the natives, from this 
ſpecies of commerce. He wiſely foreſaw that it would be im- 
poſhble to correct the evil by any complaint through the 
ſuperintendant, who was himſelf concerned; he there- 
fore adviſed, as the beſt means of obtaining redreſs, that 
AnFthe King ſhould ſend his brother and his ſon to England, with 


we i regular complaint, and leſt the fact ſhould be diſputed, he 
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actually purchaſed two of thoſe ſurrounding Indians, who 
had been made ſlaves, to accompany the others on the voyage, 
which voyage he undertook at his own expence, and agreed 
to accompany them thither with that humanity and attention 
to the rights of his fellow creatures, for which I know him to 
be diſtinguiſhed. But whilſt I praife his benevolence, and 
conſider the act as the moſt meritorious that could be perform- 
ed, I muſt allo, in juſtice to truth, declare to the Houſe, his 
total ignorance of the ignoble ſelfiſh ſpirit which directs the 
councils of this country ; this gentleman was actually weak 
enough to believe he would receive public commendations for 
his conduct, and inſtant redreſs for ſo inhumane a grievance! 

When the affair was firſt ſtated to Lord Dartmouth, he 
received the chiefs as became him, and felt with that tender- 
nets for which he is ſaid to be noted; but his ardour was ſoon 
cooled by tome of thoſe worthleſs indifferent beings who can- 
not believe that any man can ſuffer an injury, while they are 
enjoying the luxuries of an abundant table. The ſuperinten- 
dant had alſo found friends, among thoſe kind of men ; the 
matter was afterwards put off for nine months, from week to. 
week, till Lord Dartmouth quitted the Board of trade, 
having firſt, in conſequence - of the enquiry, eſtabliſhed the 
legiſlative council, which has been the ocaſion of the hoſtili- 
nies complained of. 

The firſt act of Lord Dartmouth's ſucceſſor was to diſmiſs 
the ſuperintendant of the Muſquito ſhore, and appoint 
another, leaving however ſuch an expence upon my worthy 
friend, notwithſtanding government paid a ſmall ſum towards 
his loſſes, that I believe no man will again venture upon ſuch 
a romantic idea as that of croſſing the Atlantic, in conſe- 
quence of any grievance, in hopes of obtaining redreſs in 
England, 

It was tho very Indian chiefs, which Lord Dartmouth 
{ent out with Meſl's Blair and Irving. 

We ihall now confider what can be ſaid in vindication of 
the conduct of the court of Spain. ; 1 

Our right to trade and to ſettle in the Muſquito country, 
is founded (as I have ſhown) on the ceſſion made by the na- 
tive inhabitants, and on an uninterrupted poſſeſſion of near a 
hundred years. That of the Spaniard is founded on a grant 
from the Pope of Rome, and as being the firſt diſcoverers ot 
the circumjacent coaſts. It is true the matter is left ſome- 
what indefinite, by the definitive treaty of Paris. That 
the Houte may judge exactly, I will read the article 17th. 

| 40 
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« His Britannic Majeſty ſhall cauſe to be demoliſhed all the 
fortifications which his ſubjeQts ſhall have erected in the Bay 
of Honduras, and other places of the territory of Spain 12 
that part of the world, four months after the ratification of 
the preſent treaty ; and his Catholic Majeſty ſhall not per- 
mit his Britannic Majeſty's ſubjects, or their workmen, to 
be diſturbed or moleſted, under any pretence whatſoever, in 
the ſaid places, in their occupation of cutting, loading, and 
carrying — logwood ; and for thispurpoſe, they may build 
without hinderance, and occupy without interruption, the 
houſes and magazines neceſſary for them for their families, 
and for their effects; and his Catholic Majeſty aſſures to 
them, by this article, the full enjoyment of thoſe advantages 
and powers on the Spaniſh coaſts and territories as above ſti- 
pulated, immediately after the ratification of the preſent 
treaty .”? 

Undoubtedly the words other places of the territory of Spain, in 
that part of the world, leaves the diſpute as much at large, or 
2s contracted as could be defired by a politician diſpoſed to 
take the cauſe of either party. I freely confeſs, that a regu- 
lar eſtabliſhed government, where mankind could multiply 
under the benign influence of colonization, that formerly 
prevailed in the Engliſh ſettlements, and thus ſituated in the 
very heart of the Spaniſh dominions, is an object of great 
conſideration for them, perhaps (and for the ſame reaſon) it 
nily i; equally an object of great conſideration with us, not to re- 
int I linquiſh ſuch advantages. Men who are diſpoſed to yield 
thy Wl the rights of Great Britain to ſuch conſiderations, might find 
rds many ftronger arguments, upon that conſideration, for yield- 
uch Wing up Gibraltar, ſituated in the kingdom of Spain itſelf, and 
ie · ¶ deſtined for the key of commerce in the Mediterranean, ex- 
in poſing to paſſing nations at the South of Europe, the proud- 

eſt triumph of inſular power, and the moſt humiliating 
uth circumſtances of debilitated empire, that has yet appeared in 

the fluctuating ſcene of human events. For ſhe too, 
1 offlin the plenitude of her power, made cruel war on her 

diſtant ſubjects :! But I do not wiſh at preſent to enter 
try, into the queſtion of convenience or of right, or the 
na-Wextent of that right, on the Muſquito ſhore z my pro- 
ar a poſition is ſhort and fimple, diſencumbered upon every alter- 
rantWnative from ſuch perplexity. If Lord Dartmouth had no 
s O!Mright to eſtabliſh a legiſlative council on the Muſquito ſhore, 
me- by which every Engliſhman was invited to partake of the 
Thai benefits of that ſpecies of government, his Lordſhip is to 
"i Vor. VI. P blame, 
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blame, and the adminiſtration with whom he concerted that 
meaſure, ſhould be cenſured. But for this Houle to permit 
the innocent ſubject acting under ſuch ſanctions of govern- 
ment, to be ruined by his confidence, while the ſame fet of 
miniſters are in power, is inconſiſtent, or that we ſhall refuſe 
to hear complaints, or to examine 1nto the truth in ſuch caſes, 
is placing the repreſentatives of the people (who ought to {ce 
with a jealous eye the injuries of every individual) in fuch an 
odious light, that inſtead of being conſidered as the guardians 
of the rights and privileges of the people ; they can only be 
conſidered as an engine in the hands of a miniſter, (like the 
Roman ſenate under Tyberius) to palliate diſgraces, or execute 
vengeance at his will. 

What I maintain here, and with more confidence than in 
the caſe of Falkland's Ifland is this, that ſuppoſing govern- 
ment had even exceeded the juſt limits between the King of 
Spain and Great Britain, yet ſtill the object was a matter of 
cool diſcuſſion, agreeable to the reſpect due to the dignity of a 
great nation, before any overt act of violence could be com- 
mitted. The late Sir Charles Saunders declared, upon the 
unhanging a floop of war's rudder, merely to detain her for 
a few days, that Madrid in aſhes was hardly a ſufficient 
atonement. For my part, I conſider this of much greater 
conſequence, becauſe I regard perſonal liberty as the firſt 

eat confideration in a free country; the tying of Britiſh 

ubjects together, loading them with irons, and throwing them 
into dungeons, is of more eſtimation, in my judgment, 
than the ſhipping and unſhipping of five hundred rudders. I 
ſee ſome gentlemen ſmile at this ſentiment, I do not wiſh to 
adopt their opinions, nor do I expect they ſhould adopt 
mine. It would be difficult for me to make them feel the 
regard J have for civil liberty. If I ſhould ſay it is equal to 
the affection they bear to their penſions and places, they 
would hardly believe it poſſible. But I am not aſhamed to 
maintain that the commerce of the productive coaſt of the 


Muſquito ſhore, is infinitely ſuperior to the barren rocks of 


Falkland's iſland. When a member of Parliament can laugh 
at the impriſonment of Engliſh ſubjects, or fit regardleſs of 
a queſtion where the peace, the happineſs, the exiſtence of 
five hundred families of his fellow ſubjeQsare involved, it is, 
in my opinion, a mark of depravity that deſerves the con- 
tempt and abhorrence of all good citizens. 1 

J am the furtheſt of any man in this houſe from wiſhing to 
involve us in a war with Spain. I am conſcious of our feeble 

enn © To”: 3  «-fatuation, 
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t fituation, and that we are already engaged in a civil war, too 
t ¶ extenfive for our reſources. I do not expect in this aſſembly, 
- WW that Roman ſpirit which directed vengeance againſt the King 
t Wof Epirus, when Hannibal was in the centre of Italy; that 
© Wocriod is paſſed. Our late defeats in America, muſt make 
„ Jerery man look with awful conſideration on the extent of the 
© Woreſent war, and the magnitude of the expence in dealing 
n with the enemy, whom we have unhappily driven into rebel- 
is lion, by our own falſe policy and oppreſſion. I am conſcious 
e that our revolted colonies, aided by a foreign force, muſt prove 
Wan over-match for us. Their reſpectable reſiſtance on the 
© Whore, and the innumerable captures at fea, demonſtrate this. I 
| Wherefore think it would be madneſs to irritate any other 
in power; our ſituation is ſuch at preſent, that I think it better 
as ſuffer every inſult, than provoke any foreign power, openly 
to aſſiſt the Americans, or to form any alliance with them, 
of Wrhich muſt make their return to the allegiance of this country 
2 Wnore difficult, if not impoſſible, even ſuppoſing his Maje- 
n- ty ſhall ſoon ſee the fruitleſs conduct of his preſent miniſters, 
ne land become diſpoſed to liſten to wiſer and more faithful coun- 
or Wkllors. 

nt It is for this reaſon I would propoſe, if the petition was 
er brought up, that the damages ſhould be paid to the innocent 
ri Nafferers, until we are in a ſituation of doing ourſelves juſtice. 
ih put while I offer this propoſition, I beg the names of thoſe 
-M Wen may be remembered, who from the height of national 
nt, Wroſperity, without any exterior cauſe or other reaſon than 
eir own miſmanagement, have croſſed the Rubicon, and plung- 
to Wed us into all the horrors of civil diſcord, until we are left 
Pt In this debilitated ſtate, liable to be inſulted by every foreign 


the power. 


to Lhave only now to inform the Houſe, of the different ſteps 
ae Wat have been taken ſince the capture of the Morning Star, to 
to Whtain redreſs, . 
the Tue inhabitants of the Muſquito ſhore, extremely alarmed 
of Wo notorious an attack, by force of arms, on the property of 
19h ſic King's ſubjects, in which their fate was involved, tranſ- 
; of Fitted an immediate repreſentation to the governor of Ja- 
of raica, of the circumſtances attending it, and though the 
1s, Proof, that the veſſels which made the ſeizure were Spaniards, 
on- as not ſo poſitive as the common law of this country would 
tquire, before a jury, to deprive a man of his life, yet, at- 
bo ended by thoſe numerous circumſtances, by which ſeamen 
ble 


note the veſſels of foreign nations, there could remain no 
ON, P P 2 doubt 
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doubt that the cruizers were Spaniards ; this, added to the 
dreſs, complexion, and tones of voice of the crew, all plainly 
diſtinguiſhable, rendered the evidence from the afhdavits as 
complete as the nature of the caſe could admit. This repre- 
ſentation was carried to Jamaica by Captain Blair, 1n perſon, 
who ſtated to the governor, all the other minute circumſtan- 
ces that came to his knowledge. 

Though the unhappy ſufferer was perfctly convinced who 
had injured him, yet the governor, who is himſelf a ſeaman, 
and a man of found natural ſenſe, would not believe the Spa- 
niards could be guilty of ſuch nc:vility, and ſtill infiſted the 
captors muſt be veſſels from North America. Application 
was alto made to the worthy admiral upon that ſtation, but 
he was equally incredulous as to any miſbehaviour in the Spa- 
niards ; and yet if he was ſincere in his belief, it would ap- 
pear ſtrange that the admiral ſhould have ſent no cruizers to 
look after thoſe American privateers. 

Finding no likelihood of redreſs abroad, from the inſtrue- 
tions the governor and admiral muſt have received, Captai 
Blair embarked for England, and on the 25th of September, 
delivered a memorial to Lord George Germaine, ſecretary of 
ſtate for the colonies, complaining of the unjuſtifiable capture 
of his veſſel by the Spaniards, and ſtating his loſſes at 3000 
His Lordſhip was in the ſame incredulous diſpoſition of mind 
with the governor of Jamaica. It was from our own co 
lomies alone, that any hoſtile act could come. It was impoſ 
ſible to perſuade his 3 from any circumſtantial proof 
that the Spaniards could be guilty of ſuch an at, What 
now maintain 1s this, that admitting there was not ſufficien 


Proof for an application for redreſs, there was perfect grount 


for a hypothetical enquiry, if our good friends and allies ha 
committed this treſpaſs, and what were the motives : but thi 
was refuſed, from our ſituation with regard to the Span 
court, After three months had elapſed in fruitleſs attendance 
there was, by accident, tranſmitted from Jamaica, a depoli 
tion of Frederick Sund, one of the unhappy mariners, wb 
had been taken in the veſſel, and eſcaped from priſon at Car 
thagena, This man ſet forth every particular in his affiada 
vit, and as it 1s the moſt material evidence in the petition, 

w1ll read it to the Houſe, * . 
As ſoon as this affidavit was public in Jamaica, applicatio 
was again made to the governor and admiral on that ftatic 
ta obtain redreſs ; the governor ſtill profeſſed his entire ſcef 
ticun 


For this affidavit ſee page 310. 
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ticiſm, and the admiral was more profitably employed in 
catching the innocent traders from North America, who had 
ventured to ſea under the faith of our firſt reſtraining bill, 
but who were now condemned as prizes by the ſecond, before 
the limitation in the firſt bill was expired. This was about 
the harveſt of ſuch glorious exploits, and therefore a moſt 
unſeaſonable time to enquire into private injuries, or national 
inſults. After fix weeks ſolicitation, however, the governor 
and admiral did at laſt think it decent to make ſome inquiry 
into the depredations committed upon his Majeſty's ſubje&s 
under their protection. Accordingly a frigate was diſpatch- 
ed, with a complimentary letter to the governor of Cartha- 
gena, wrote in a ſtile the moſt civil and obliging that is to be 
found 1n the annals of this country, when demanding repa- 
ration for a national indignity. When this nation is ſunk 
ſtill lower, it may ſerve as a model to future admirals and go- 
vernors. Nevertheleſs, when Doctor Irving requeſted of the 
admiral, that he might accompany the repreſentation, and go 
in this frigate to point out his own veſſel, and refute any falſe 
allegation on the ſpot, he was refuſed this equitable requeſt, 
which plainly demonſtrates, (as well as the papers when 1 4 
ſhall be read), that the whole was a timid ceremonious requiſi- 
tion, unworthy the dignity of this nation. | 
As I have the honour to be acquainted with the governor of 
Jamaica, who is an excellent naval officer, and knows what is 
due to the Britiſh colours, J am perſuaded he never could have 
acted a part ſo humiliating to this country and himſelf, if he 
had not ſecret inſtructions to curb the dignity of his own mind. 
Notwithſtanding the courtly expreſſions in the letter from the 
goyernor of Jamaica, and the refined politeneſs of the Eng- 
Iſh admiral, the ingenuous character of the Spaniſh gover- 
nor, would not permit him to adopt the evaſion which was 
pointed out, he boldly acknowledged the capture, by veſſels 
commiſſioned by the King of Spain. He afligned no reaſon 
in juſtification, but freely declared he had no power to order 
reſtitution in an affair which depended upon the courts of Ma- 
drid and London. While this pleaſant ſcene was carrying on 
in the Weſt Indies, the depoſition of Frederick Sund had 
been tranſmitted to Captain Blair in England ; this he incloſed 
in a letter to Lord George Germaine, of the 17th December; 
his Lordſhip ſeemed ftill deſirous of further delays, but on 
being preſſed by Capt. Blair, in terms more ſevere than his 
natural modeſty generally inclines him to uſe, his Lordſhipthen 
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wheeled to a more extraordinary ſubterfuge; he acquainted 
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the unfortunate petitioner, for the /ir/? time, that truly he 
was in the wrong courſe of office, and that the matter belong- 
ed to Lord Weymouth's department, to whom the papers 
ſhould be ſent. This I conſider as a very unfair and diſinge- 
nuous conduct, whatever purpoſes it might be intended to 
ſerve. If the affair belonged to Lord Weymouth's office, his 
Lordſhip ſhould have bcen permitted to ice and judge con- 
cerning the firſt repreſentation in September, which I am per- 
ſuaded would have been very different. | 

Capt. Blair hereafter applied to Lord Weymouth, who im- 
mediately came to town, and tran{mitted a repreſentation to 
Lord Grantham at Madrid. Captain Blair has waited with 
great patience, in hopes of ſome fatisfaQory anſwer, but he 
has not as yet officially learned any particulars. As this is not 
a veſſel ſeized for illegal commerce, but for going to attempt 
a ſettlement on the Muſquito ſhore, under the encourage- 
ment and approbation of government, the matter is brought 
to a ſhort iſſue, and muſt turn on the right of the nation, to 
make any ſettlements there. Here is no diſavowal 
of the facts alledged, no declaration, in caſe the cir- 
cumſtances are as repreſented, they thould be willing to ren- 
der reparation : ſo that the unhappy ſufferers, after embark- 
ing their fortunes in a laudible undertaking, at the invitation 
of adminiſtration, are now plundered and ruined by a foreign 

wer; the matter is further endeavoured to be involved in 
ſuch doubt, myſtery, and confuſion, that there is no proſpect 
of relief; and the parties, after every ſpecies of procraſtina- 
tion and evaſion in office, are left without a glimpſe of hope 
for obtaining redreſs, unleſs by the interpoſition of this ho- 
nourable Houſe. 

If it is alledged that the court of Spain are ever ſlow in ne- 
gotiations like this, I anſwer, that the Spaniſh court are com- 


poſed of men conſtituted like others; that they are flow, or 


rompt in reply, according to the men and the adminiſtration 
th whom they are tranſacting buſineſs. If the capture was 

ut upon the footing of any illicit trade, (which is impoffible 
in the preſent caſe) the matter might demand enquiry, and 
conſequently delay. But here the point muſt turn on our 
right to trade and ſettle on the Muſquito ſhore, the 
diſcuſhon ſhould be ſhort, after one hundred years poſ- 
ſeſſion; or at leaſt, if government do not chute to ven- 
ture that diſcuſſion at preſent, the laws of civil ſociety require 
that the ſtate ſhould indemaify the innocent ſufferer, when- 


ever the nation ſhall poſtpone any requiſition for the 


Teparation 
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e Wreparation of private injury which is due to every indivi- 
-adual, from the protection of the ſtate. Either condemn Lord 
'S Dartmouth; demand ſatisfaction of the court of Spain; 
- Wor indemnify the individual, who acted under your ſanction 
o Wand advice. One of thoſe three things you are bound to do; 


is the laſt would prove moſt pleaſing to me in the preſent junc- 
- MWture., Will any man believe, that in caſe Lord Chatham 
lad been firſt miniſter of this country, that in fue months he 
rould not have been able to procure an explicit anſwer upon 
this fubject, from Madrid? For my part, I ſincerely be- 
lere, that he would have had an anſwer in frve weeks 3 and I 
rzfer to thoſę who remember the honour of the nation, in the 
days of Mr. Pitt, if the whole tenor of lus Lordſhip's con- 
duct does not juſtify me in entertaining this belief. But at 
al events there can be no national objection to bringing up 
he petition 3 we are bound to hear the complaints of the ſub- 
ect; what is to be done after the Houſe are fully informed of 
to Ine facts, may be a matter of more difficult conſideration ; 
al ut to reject the petition, would be loading our own reſolu- 
r- Mons with an imputation of timidity, worſe than any I have 
n- MWated in the conduct of the ſubordinate officers of govern- 
„ent, and ſhowing it is the ſame abject diſpoſition that per- 
on Fades the whole ſyſtem. 

zn In hopes that this is not entirely the caſe, and that at leaſt, 
in che old ſpirit of reſentment for national indignities is ſtifled, 
ce ſpirit of private juſtice is not yet extinguiſhed, I now 
a- Nove you, that this petition be brought up. 


291 


p< The motion was ſeconded by Mr. J. Johnſtone, who lamen- Mr. 5. 


ad been reduced to by the violent and impolitic meaſures 
urſuing againſt America, which left us at the mercy 
our foreign enemies, notwithſtanding the high ſounding 
aſtful language held, of our being in a ſituation to be able 
on I cope and contend with all the powers of Europe, ſhould a 
Jas Weceflity ariſe for any ſuch exertion, He declared himſelf 
ble renuouſly for the enquiry, as the means of rouſing us to a 
nd oper ſenſe of our very critical and perilous ſituation, from 
"ur Wole romantic dreams of American conqueſt, and uncondi- 
the ſonal legiſlative ſupremacy; and of recalling the attention of 
rhament to the dangers we have been imperceptibly led in- 
, by the unexampled folly, temerity, and obſtinacy of a 

d infatuated ſet of men, to whom the adminiftration of 
blic affairs had been unfortunately entruſted, Ted 
| T 


d the miſerable, degraded, and humiliating ſtate this country Jeb 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 17) 


Ls. Nertb. Lord North ſaid he ſhould be againſt the bringing up of the 


petition, upon ſeveral grounds: Firſt, he thought it would 
be extremely improper to bring ſuch a matter before parlia- 
ment, till it was known in what manner the court of Madrid 
would behave, or what anſwer they would ultimately give, 
It was a delicate affair, and required a cloſe and careful inveſ- 
tigation, before it would be proper to take any deciſive 
meaſures reſpecting it. His Lordſhip denied that any legi- 
ſlative council was now exiſting on the Muſquito ſhore ; and 
infiſted, that the ſuperintendant, though named here, 
was appointed or approved of by the governor of Ja- 
maica, He ſaid, we never had any direct controul 
over the ſettlers in the Bay of Honduras ; they were under 
the direction of the government of Jamaica; and any 
communication they had with miniſters here, had always come 
through that medium. His Lordſhip ſeemed very willing to 
inſinuate, though he did not expreſsly aſſert it, that there was 
no ſort of civil policy exiſting, or ever had exiſted on the Muſ- 
uitoe ſhore. He ſaid it had never been conſidered in the 
light of a colony, but rather a ſociety of perſons, reſiding 
there for the benefit of cutting logwood, dependent on Ja- 
maica. As to the right of reſidence, and all other rights a- 
riſing from it, he ſpoke with great caution, and with ſome 
degree of doubt, at leaſt with diffidence. He ſaid the Spa 
niards had always diſputed it; and the article in the treaty 0 
Paris, referred to by the honourable gentleman, plainly ſhew 
ed, that the right was far from Dung acknowledged, for there 
it was ſpecially provided, that the firſt preliminary ſtep to be 
acceded to by the Britiſh court, was the demolition of al 
fortifications, defences, or military works of any kind, which 
might have been raiſed or conſtructed in the courſe of thi 
late war, or at any preceding time; the article both ſpeaking 
and importing that language. Then followed the ſtipulatio 
by which Spain was bound to ſecure to the Britiſh ſettlers, the 
privilege of cutting logwood. It was a permiſſion only tc h 
cut logwood, which was very far from a recognition of an . 


right to territorial poſſeſſion. He then ſpoke to the fact and - 
dates very fully, which were ſtated in the petition, What 4 
ever ſome gentlemen might think of the idea which prevaile N 
with the governor of Jamaica, and the nobleLord in office wh I 
adopted it, he, for his part, ſaid he perceived nothing impro +4 


bable or extraordinary in ſuch an opinion. There were 1 
proofs either way; and till there were, it would be a mol 
® 5. 7-0 2.22 = Extraordins 
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extraordinary procedure to apply to the court of Madrid for 
redreſs of an injury, perhaps committed by our own ſubjects. 
On the whole, he ſaid, that five months had only elapſed ſince 
the firſt complaint was lodged in the American department, 
three of thoſe had been a blank; two months, then, have paſ- 
ſed ſince the complaint has been ſubſtantiated ; application 
was immediately made to the court of Spain; a letter was 
diſpatched the, very night (the 17th of December) by Lord 
Weymouth to Lord Grantham, at the court of Madrid, to 
demand ſatisfaction for the injury. A letter, in anſwer to the 
ſaid complaint, was received on the 15th of January ; in 
which the Spaniſh miniſter diſavows any knowledge of the 
at, but deſires that a memorial, ſtating the facts, may be 
drawn up, and tranſmitted to our miniſter at Madrid, by 
which means the Spaniſh court would be enabled to make the 
neceſſary enquiries, and from the whole circumſtances colle&- 
ed from both ſides, give that degree of ſatisfaction to which 
the nature of the caſe was entitled. Two other letters have 


been ſince written, to which no anſwers have been yet receiv- 


ed; conſequently, the very grounds and prayer of the peti- 
tion are equally ill founded; the petitioner, in a negotiation, 
from its nature ſo ſubje& to procraſtination and delay, has no 
right to complain, no pretence to come to Parliament for re- 
dreſs, till refuſed it elſewhere. No ſuch refuſal has been given; 
on the contrary, the King's miniſters have urged the matter 
with a moſt commendable diligence. What does the petitio- 
ner complain of? That his complaint has been of five months 
ſtanding. Surely, when all the circumſtances are properly 
conſidered, as well as the tedious courſe neceſſarily to be ſub- 
mitted to in the mode of obtaining redreſs, the petitioner may 
think himſelf well off, if he obtains it in five times five 
months. | 3 

It was never known, he ſaid, that a negotiation, involved 
as it muſt appear, in intricacy, till properly cleared up, was 
ever ſettled in the time allotted by the petitioners. If they 
had conſidered properly what they were deſirous of obtaining, 
they could never have complained of procraſtination, or de- 
lay; they would have learnt, that application muſt be firſt 
made to the Spaniſh miniftry ; that as a matter of ſtate, it 
' muſt be conſidered in cabinet; that orders muſt be ſent to the 
Spaniſh governor or governors, to inquire into the motives 


of their conduct; that the 2 anſwer ariſing from this 
t 


courſe of inveſtigation, muſt be tranſmitted hither by our 
miniſter ; and finally, that his Majeſty's ſervants muſt ulti- 
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mately determine upon the propriety of the offered redreſs, 
Theſe were all ſteps neceſſary to be previouſly taken, before 
the petitioners, even on a refuſal of redreſs, could apply with 
any degree of propriety in the preſent manner, His Lord- 
ſhip further obſerved, that another ground of complaint ſtat- 
ed in the petition was, that Mr. Plair was refuſed a copy 
of the letters, relative to this tranſaction. This complaint 
was as ill- founded, as the relief ſought was unreaſonable and 
premature. The under ſecretary could not, without permiſ- 
ſion, give a copy of the letters deſired, nor was it uſual, He 
had done every thing to oblige Captain Blair, that was con- 
ſiſtent with his duty. He read the contents of the letters au- 
dibly, and without reſerve ; and Mr. Blair expreſſing a defire 
to hear the contents more diſtinctly, the under-ſecretary com- 
plied with his requeſt, and read the letter a ſecond or a third 

time, | 5 
Governor Governor Johnstone. Sir, I riſe by way of explanation, 
Jebnſme. and I hope for the indulgence of the Houſe. Nothing could 
tempt me to treſpaſs on their patience, after the favour they 
kave ſhewn me, except the clearing up ſome diſputable facts 
of material conſequence. The noble Lard denies two things, 
both of which I aſſert. He ſays there never was any ap- 
pointment of a legiſlative council on the Muſquito ſhore, by 
Lord Dartmouth, nor is any ſuperintendant appointed by the 
cron fo act there. When I heard the firſt of thoſe declara- 
tions, I immediately went out of the Houſe to Capt. Blair, 
who had aſſured me of the fact. He is now at the door, and 
ready to prove what he has told me, that he ſaw the inſtruc- 
tions from the governor of Jamaica, for conſtituting the le- 
giſlative council, reciting, that it was eſtabliſhed in conſe- 
quence of inſtructions from Lord Dartmouth, and he faw 
this legiſlative council, ſeveral times aſſembled and acting un- 
der this authority. Reſpecting the other fact diſputed by the 
noble Lord, I do again aſſert the ſuperintendant now acting 
there, was appointed by the ſecretary of ſtate, for the colo- 
nies now in my eye. * Here then are two points in diſpute, 
which ſhould alone be a ſufficient reaſon for bringing up the 
tition, that we may prove or diſprove the allegations, and the 
Houſe be accurately informed. With regard to the other parts 
of the noble Lord's aſſertions in this 9 they are aſſum- 
ed upon equally bad information, and betray a degree of ig- 
norance on this ſubjeR, that this noble Lord ſeldom ſhews on 
| | | | any 
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* This Lord George Germaine acknowledged. 
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any other. I ſee the noble Lord now collects his knowledge 
by peace-meal, from thoſe about him. While my honourable 
friend * now whiſpers the noble Lord, will he alſo tell him 
and the more aged gentlemen of the houſe, before we yield up 
our right to the Muſquito ſhore, that it is from thence we receive 
the greateſt part of our delicious turtle. May I tell the youn- 
ger part, before they give their conſent, that it is from thence 
comes the /ar/aparilla, to purify our blood. All the noble 
Lord's arguments ſtand on confounding the Moſquito ſhore 
with the Bay of Honduras, which are perfectly diſtinct. 
There 1s a report of the board of trade, folemnly delivering 
their opinion in favour of the rights, by reference to facts that 
cannot have a doubt in the mind of any man who reads them. 
To find the miniſter of a great kingdom, in a matter of ſuch 
moment, perfectly unacquainted with the material circum- 
ſtances, is an affecting ſpectacle, and ſhews how byſineſs may 
be conducted in other affairs. Perhaps it is the beſt way of 
accounting for our repeated blunders. I cannot ſuppoſe the 
noble Lord meant to miſrepreſent or amuſe, that would be 
worſe. | 

To ſay that we would make no inquiry about the capture 
of the Morning Star, until we had poſitive common law 
proof, is equally ridiculous in national affairs. Suppoſing 
Sund had never eſcaped, could there have been no application 
or means of redreſs for the unhappy ſufferers ? Perhaps there 
may be many other. Britiſh ſubjects languiſhing in Spaniſh 
jails, if theſe are the principles that are to direct our conduct. 
In ſhort, every argument the noble Lord has uſed, are ſtrong 
reaſons why we ſhould hear the petitioner ; there is not one 
againſt it. 


Mr. Fox obſerved, that the ſubje& of debate lay within a Mr. Fez. 


very narrow compaſs. It was a fixed rule in the proceedings 
of that Houſe never to reject a petition, but on the following 
grounds; either that the facts ſtated in it were known to be 
materially falſe, or that it contained matter improper, or offen- 
hve in itſelf; or laſtly, that the facts, though true, were 
not worthy of enquiry or conſideration. Now, the facts were 
not denied by the noble Lord ; they were rather confirmed 


by him. It was not pretended that the petition: contained 


any thing offenſive, or incompetent for the Houſe to en- 
quire into; conſequently, the purport of his Lordſhip's op- 
poſition to the motion is this; that the petition muſt be re- 

RIA Q q 2 8 jected, 


* Some gentleman was whiſpering Lord North. 
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jekted, not becauſe, as he ſaid before, that the contents were 
falſe or improper, but becauſe they were true, but not worthy 


of inveſtigation. If however any doubts remained with the no- 


. 


bleLord, or his coadjutor, in the difficult taſk of government, 
of the reality of the facts, it was incumbent on the Houle to 
have thoſe facts enquired into; and if the petitioners ſhould 


be diſcovered in attempting to miſlead the Houſe, it would 
be the buſineſs of every member preſent to cenſure ſo unjuſti- 
 fiable a conduct, and to follow it with a cenſure ſuitable to 
the degree of the offence. Nothing like this being pretended, 
it came ſubſtantially round to his firſt aſſertion, that the facts 


were true; but, as the noble Lord ſaid, the affair was fo de- 


| licate, or tickliſh, or if his Lordſhip liked the explanation 


better, of ſo little conſequence, that it was unworthy the no- 


"tice of that Houſe, Beſides the general complexion of the 
PAY, as a matter of a public nature, reſpecting Great 


ritain and Spain, he could not help obſerving, that it ſtruck 


him, though not in a different, at leaſt in a ſeparate light. It 
came, in his opinion, before the Houſe, as a matter of com- 
_ plaint againſt the noble Lord who preſides at the American de- 


partment. His conduct was indeed of the firſt 1 


IT Two Spaniſh guarda-coſtas take a Britiſh veſſel on the 


coaſts of America, which till this day, that a very doubtful, 


if not a different language is held, from a ſeat underſtood to 


be of great authority, it is ſtated in the memorial preſented 


both to Sir Baſil Keith at Jamaica, and the American ſecre- 


97 of ſtate hefe, as a matter of certainty, that the armed 
veſſels which ſeized the property of the petitioners were Spa- 


niſhi; that the language they ſpoke was Spaniſh ; and that 
they hoiſted Spaniſh 


colours. What then does the governor 
of Jamaica do? Why, by a kind of croſs purpoſes, in the 


full ſpirit of contradiction, he ſuppoſes the moſt extraordi- 
_ nary and unaccountable ſuppoſition 1maginable ; he r 
againſt every rule of preſumptive evidence, that tho 
niſh guarda-coſtas were nothing leſs than American priva- 


joſe Spa- 


teers? What does the ſecretary do? Why, in exact confor- 


mity to Sir Baſil, he inſtantly thinks with the governor z he 
tells the petitioner, that the matter ſhall be enquired into; in- 
forms him of his miſtake: but that is not all; after three 
months fruitleſs attendance at his Lordſhip's office, the nice 


er” 
— 
- 
” 


enen ſpeculations of Sir Baſil and his Lordſhip, proving, 
ike other modern refinements, rather too fine ſpun, when the 
affidavit of Frederick Sund has convinced his Lordſhip, as 


well as the governor of Jamaica, that they were not Ame- 


rican, 


A. 177). DB E B A T E B. 

rican, but Spanĩſh armed veſſels, that made prize of the Mor- 
ning Star; why, his Lordſhip very ingenioufly informs Cap- 
tain Blair, what he muſt have known from the beginning, 
that he had nothing at all to ſay to the buſineſs; and very 
politely refers him to the ſecretary of ſtate for the ſouthern 
department. This conduct in the noble Lord, was, he con- 
tended, extremely reprehenſible, and called for enquiry; and 


if found true, called for the moſt ſignal diſpleaſure of that 


Houſe. If therefore he had no other motive for having the 


petition received, an enquiry into the facts now adyerted to, 


would be ſufficient for him. It was highly unbecoming a 


perſon, occupying the office the noble Lord did; it was a de- 
lay, if not a hindrance of juſtice ; and he preſumed, the 


whole affair would have ſunk in oblivion, till followed by 
other acts of a ſimilar nature, if it had not been miraculouſly 


brought to light by the marvellous efcape of Fredrick Sund, 


from the dungeon of Carthagena. 


Lord North faid he roſe to explain ſome matters, which Ld. North. 
he ſuppoſed had been miſconceived, or miſrepreſented by the 


honourable gentleman. He never ſaid that there had been no 


legiſlative council, but he ſaid there wasno legiſlative council 
exiſted at the time, nor ſince the outrage complained of 'was 


committed. He allowed an attempt had been made to efta- 


liſh a legiſlative council, but he underſtood that it came to 
333 to nothing. That he was right in ſay ing that the 
ſuperintendant, though named here, was appointed formally 


the governor of Jamaica. [Here his fleeve was again 


pulled and ſet right, as he was frequently in ſeveral other 


facts affirmed by him while up.] He was now inform- 
ed, that the laſt ſuperintendant of the Muſquito ſhore was 
appointed here, as well as named, and was ſent directly from 
hence. The main and ſtrongeſt part of his argument went on 


the impropriety of the interference of the Houſe of Commons 
ia this ſtage of the bufineſs, in the beginning of a negotiation, 


the event of which no perſon could preciſely foretell, nor in- 
deed judge of. The true grounds of the conduct of Spain, 
our rights, and every thing included in either, were matters 
vorthy of enquiry and diſcuſſion; but they were not now in 


2 proper ſtate for this mode of enquiry. The circumſtances 


attending the ſeizure of the veſſel, the real or pretended mo- 
tive for ſuch an outrage, were matterꝭ to be firſt known. It 
was faid that the petitioner's caſe might deſerve confidera- 
tion and redreſs, taking the facts as ſtated, without going into 
the queſtion at large, as reſpecting the Spaniſh court. = 
uch 
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ſuch a mode of proceeding he had many objections. It would 
be a diſtinction without a difference, to redreſs the indivi- 
dual injury and paſs over the inſult. It would be a collateral 


inveſtigation of the matter, and would have the improper ap- d 
pearance of a tacit acquieſcence 1n the outrage, if Parliament WW ti 
made ſatisfaction to the injured party, inſtead of procuring W at 
him redreſs from the Spaniſh court. His Lordſhip then pro- W a 
ceeded to reſtate the facts relative to the ſeveral applications W th 
made by the petitioner, as he partly acknowledged, having, WW nc 
been more minutely and correctly informed of them, in the fi 
interim, between his firſt and ſecond riſing. in 
Hon. Z. Luttrell ſaid he was aſtoniſhed to ſee the gallery, N th 
which in his opinion at all times ought to be open, kept con- th 
ſtantly ſhut againſt ſtrangers ; but infinitely more ſo to ſee it ¶ th 
open, when a noble Lord was to ſurrender the moſt ſacred m 
and inalienable rights of this country, into the hands of ai ni 
foreign power. He doubted not but both France and Spain th 
had their emiſſaries in this country; and that what was nowſiff of 
paſting, would ſoon come to their knowledge. The language m: 
of the miniſter this day, would be ſoon interpreted to proceedi w- 
from the moſt ſhametul timidity and puſilanimity. What ig. 
their next demands might be, no man could foretell ; but ii qu 
might be well preſumed they would riſe proportionably to oui co 
want of ſpirit. Injuries ſhould ever be ſpeedily and vigoroul . 
ly reſented ; to ſhrink from an appearance of danger, was inſſer 
fact to create and, augment it. Tritling inſults, if not time ger 
ly reſented, are uſually. productive of material injuries; th wh 
uniform hiſtory of all ages and countries gave the moſt amplanc 
teſtimony of this truth. It would be matter of infinite pleayi no! 
ſure to them, to hear that the important and lucrative tradFnot 
carried on in the Bay of Honduras, was depreciated as o me 
1 he 


little or no value, to furniſh miniſters with the more plauſibl 
pretext for its ſurrender, and all the rights on hi it wa flir 
founded. He then ſtated our retenfions to both the terMeitl 
_ ritory and the lo te, rol quoted the treaty in 160) rep 
in the reign of Charles the Second, as the baſis of the rig deb 
now diſputed ; ſhewed the foundation of that right, in t uſu 
invitation and ceſſion of the native Indians, and contendeſiſſdeg 
generally, whatever dormant claims Spain might have at diſſiimr 
ferent times renewed, the right of Britiſh ſubjects to cut logſWnor 
wood in the Bay of Houndarus, was as clear and inequi voc eret 
a right as any enjoyed or exerciſed by any Britiſh communiWreaſ 
in the wide extent of this vaſt empire; nay the very wor - 
of the treaty alluded to, ſpoke literally to the point, for 

3 | mention 
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1: nentioned more particularly our ſettlements on the Black Ri- 
d ver on the Muſquito ſhore, which was the preciſe place or 
i- W diftrict where the two Spaniſh guarda-coſtas had committed 
al WW the depredations complained of. He then turned to the pre- 
p- dicted delay and procraftination of the noble Lord, in his five 
nt WW times five months. He believed he might venture further; 
and aſked, in point of appearances and humanity, at leaſt, if 
any ſteps were meant to be taken, either for the honour of 
the Britiſh nation, or the poor miſerable wretches who were 
now periſhing in chains in a Spaniſh dungeon, who, let the 
tight be as it may, were clearly innocent of any crime, or any 
imputation of a crime. He was ſevere on what he termed 
the noble Lord's repeated blunders and miſtakes, relative to 
the eſtabliſhment of a legiſlative council on the Muſquito 
ſhore ; the appointment of a ſuperintendant over that ſettle- 
ment, directly from hence, as well as the immediate commu- 
nication between this country and the Bay of Honduras, 
through the means of the American department, and board 
of trade, not through the medium of the government of Ja- 
maica, as his Lordſhip had miſtakenly aſſerted. Indeed, he 
was inclined to doubt, from the ſpecimen of the noble Lord's 
ignorance of any thing relative to our ſettlement on the Muſ- 
quito ſhore, whether he ſo much as knew that any ſuch 
country exiſted. 


s in ſerved perſons were in the gallery at the time the honourable 
me gentleman ſpoke ; and as he did not take out his glaſs to ſee 
thꝗ whether any other gentleman had come in ſince he firſt ſpoke, 
npl and as ſeveral might have fince come in, who heard the ho- 
leaf nourable gentleman's interpretation of his expreſſions, and 
rad not the words or exprefion themſelves, he truſted thoſe gentle- 
as ol men would give him credit, when he poſitively affirmed, that 


he neither ſaid that the trade to the Muſquitoe ſhore was tri- 
ling, or ought to be relinquiſhed, much leſs that any right, 
either commercial or political, ought to be ſurrendered, 
repeated now, as he had frequently done 1n the courſe of the 
debate, that reparation muſt be ſought, and obtained in the 
uſual manner ; that miniſters were not to blame in the leaſt 
degree ; that the preſent application was premature, .and very 
improperly attempted to be introduced into the Houſe of Com- 
mons, as the matter of complaint was in the hands of the ſe- 
cretary of ſtate 3 and that the petitioner had not a colour of 
reaſon to ſupport the preſent application, it not being in the 
way 


1e 


9 


Lord North, in anſwer to Mr. Luttrell, ſaid, that he ob- LA. Noreh. 
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way of official diſcuſſion, much above two months. He did 
not ſee that a ſingle fact advanced by him had been materially 
contradicted.- As to the legiſlative council, after all that had 
been ſo confidently aſſerted upon that ſubject, he ſtill believ- 
ed, that no ſuch council exiſted. He had heard, that it was 
no ſooner formed than diſſolved, the ſettlers quarrelled among 
themſelves ; at leaſt no kind of government authorized from 
home, was eſtabliſhed there. | Here his Lordſhip was again 
corrected by Lord George Germaine. | He concluded, with 
diſclaiming any great knowledge of, or being deeply verſed 
in the ſcience of geography; yet, he was not entirely ſo ig- 
norant of it, as to ſuppoſe towns fituated in the North ſea, 
lay within the ſhores of the Baltic 

Lord George Germaine confined his obſervations to his own 
perſonal juſtification. The firſt notice, he ſaid, he had of the 
affair, was on the 5th of September laſt, when Sir Baſil 
Keith repreſented it to him by letter, preciſely as had been 
mentioned by an honourable gentleman, in the courſe of the 
debate, | Mr. Fox]; with all that gentleman's ingenuity and 
abilities, he was yet to learn, what crime it was to believe 
that the depredation complained of had been committed b 
two. American privateers, when it was impoſſible he coulc 
know. the contrary, or indeed any thing at all relative to the 
ſubject. On the 25th of the ſame month Captain Blair called 
at his houſe, or his office, he forgot which, and delivered : 
memorial, ſtating the facts and the grounds of his ſuſpicions 
for they could go no farther. As ſoon as he received Capt... 
Blair's memorial, he immediately wrote to Sir Baſil Keith, . vo 
enquire into the nature of the affair, and diſcover the trutiſ ;, 
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In 


of the tranſaction. Much about the ſame time, he receive pes 


an account from Sir Bafil and the memorialift, ſtating the de nat 


. poſition of Frederick Sund, the mariner, on which, of courſe the 


the matter no longer reſted in his office, If he was guilty off q,, 


any procraſtination, evaſion, or delay, he was ready to abid * 


che cenſure of the Houſe; he, however, flattered himſelf H hin 


was not, but had acted in the ſtricteſt conformity to the eſtaſ tior 
bliſhed rules of office, as well as to his duty as one of h | 


Majeſty's miniſters. He could take no ſtep in it but what! C 
did. If the act of piracy, as it was ſuppoſed to be, had bee 90e 
committed by an American privateer, he would, and inter diſp 
-ded to do all in his power to procure an indemnification fc repa 
the memorialiſts; as it was not, there the matter went out q R 
affai 


- kis hands; and he, very properly, referred Captain Blair: 
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the only office through which there was a poſſibility of ob- 


taihing redreſs. This information came to his knowledge on 
the 15th or 16th of December; and on the 17th Lord Wey- 
mouth wrote the letter, and received the anſwer mentioned by 
sche noble Lord. Several letters have fince paſſed and repaſſed 
8 on the ſubject, and while a matter of this importance was in 
n WF ſuch a ſtate of negotiation, he thought it would be highly im- 
n proper to take any ſtep whatever in it, till the event of ſuch 
th oy une; was known. 


ow b © 


a, might be productive of hurrying us into a war with any fo- 
reign power. He was well ſatisfied this was no time for ſpi- 
rited meaſures againſt our natural enemies. We had already 
more than we ſhould, he feared, be able to contend with ; but 
ſtill, he would never accept, as concluſive of any ſpecies of 
prudential reaſoning, which might go to a ſurrender of any 


the branch of trade, or territorial poſſeſſion, we were fairly en- 
nd titled to hold or enjoy. If we conceded in one point, another 
. would ſoon be demanded of us; and the ſame reaſon would 


hold good in a ſecond, a third, and a fourth, which held in 
the firſt, till nothing would be left us to grant. If ſuch, 
then, were the deſigns of the court of Spain, he hoped, as a 
matter of prudence and policy, that we would reſiſt in the firſt 
inſtance any ſuch attempt, and never permit the honour and 
on dignity of this country to be ſacrificed to the ambition or 
weakneſs of miniſters, or to the mad deſire of carrying a fa- 
vourite meaſure againſt our own ſubjects. He thought, there- 
fore, whatever elſe might be done, it would be extremely pro- 
eq per to aſcertain the facts, in order to let Spain know that the 
nation was not unacquainted with them; and that they had 
the ſpirit and inclination to do themſelves juſtice, if juſtice 
MW ſhould continue to be denied. He was pointed on the noble 
abi Lord in the blue ribbon, on an expreſhon which dropped from 


th him, relative to Lord Grantham's civil but firm repreſenta- 

tons to the Spaniſh miniſter. He feared we were rather too 
f civil, and that the boaſted firmneſs, was hazarded in conſe- 
at! o_ of the great civility with which it was accompanied. 
beeſſ Such kinds of civility and firmneſs, might lead to contempt and 
ay diſgrace, he was certain 1t would never procure an honourable 
) 


reparation or ſubſtantial ſatisfaction. 


out Y Right Honourable 7. hy ee aſſerted, that the whole Rt. Hon. 7. 
ritiſh flag, and on the Bri- Townſhend. 


al Wattair was an inſult on the 
th nation in general. He laughed at the doubts of the 
VOL. . Rr | noble 


ir Edward Afiley diſclaimed any with or defire of prefling Sir Edward 
any inquiry or diſcuſſion, either in or out of the Houſe, which y. 
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noble Lord in the blue ribbon, reſpecting the right to the 
territory in queſtion, and all the ſubordinate privileges inclu- 


ded in that right. He expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the un- 


feeling confidence of miniſters, who could thus wantonly re- 
nounce every claim to humanity, ' as well as every attention 
to the honour of their country, by treating with ſo much 
levity and innattention the ſufferings of their fellow-ſubjetts, 
the tortures of Britiſh' ſeamen, freed daily, perhaps, by 
death, from the intolerable miſeries of a Spaniſh dungeon. 


He could not help exprefling his aſtoniſhment on the noble 


Lord, who ſpoke firſt, offering to explain what he was total- 
ly ignorant of, or what being well informed of, he choſe to 
diſguiſe and miſrepreſent : he was confident, that there was 
ſcarcely a ſingle perſon, but his Lordſhip, that was ignorant 
that a civil government, dependent immediately on this coun- 
try, was eſtabliſhed near the Black River, on the Muſquito 
ſhore. It was notorious, that Lord Dartmouth while in of- 
fice, made it an object of his attention; nay, he remembered 
himſelf, an old acquaintance, a captain in the guards, ſince 
dead, who was appointed here, to that government; he 
having ſeveral converſations with him, after his return, on 
the ſabje&t of that colony, the degree of improvement it was 
capable of admitting, and its peculiar importance to the 
Weſt-India iſlands, and to the general trade carried on in 
that part of the world. | 

Mr. C. Her- Mr. C. Herbert clofed the debate, with obſerving, that af- 

* ter all that had been offered in the courſe of the debate, two 

points were clearly incontrovertible, which went equally 
againſt the grounds of the petition, allowing that every ſingle 
fact contained in it was correctly ſtated; one was, that ad- 
miniſtration hitherto had acquitted themſelves properly in 
every thing that depended on them ; and that the matter was 
in a ſtate of negotiation ; ſo that ſuppoſing the petition inten- 
ded as a complaint, or as ſeeking redreſs from that Houle, 
there was not the leaſt foundation for either the complaint, or 
the redreſs ſought by the petitioner. 

The queſtion was put, whether the petition ſhould be 
brought up? It paſſed in the negative. There was no 
diviſion. 


The following authentic papers illuſtrate this debate. 


To 
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To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 
aſſembled, the humble petiticn of Alexander Blair, in behalf of 
himſeif and Doctor Charles Irving, 


Sheweth, Tp BY - | | 

THAT Lord Dartmouth having tranſmitted inſtructions to 

the governor of Jamaica, in Auguſt 1775, for eſtabliſhing a 
legiſlative council, on the Moſquito ſhore, to be choſen by 
the inhabitants, for the better government of that colony, 
Doctor Charles Irving, and your petitioner, induced by this 
arrangement, formed a plan, for ſettling in that country, and 
.embarked the greateſt part of their property in it, firmly 
truſting that it would be equally protected there, as in any 
other part of the Britiſh dominions. They communicated 
their plan to Lord Dartmouth, then ſecretary of ſtate, for 
the colonies, who highly approved of it, aſſured them of 
every encouragement and protection, in the power of go- 
vernment to give, and requeſted of them to carry home the 
ſon and brother of the Muſquito king, and two other Indian 
chiefs, then in England. 

That on the goth of April laſt, the ſloop Morning Star, 
belonging to Doctor Charles Irving and your petitioner, was 
laying at anchor, under Britiſh colours, in the road before 
Black River, the principal Britiſh ſettlement on the Moſquito 
ſhore, and in fight of the King's houſe, and was there for- 
cibly ſeized, by two Spaniſh guarda-coftas, commanded by 
Don Juan Caftello and Antonio Yepe, by whom the unhap- 
py mariners were tied together, and made captives, and car- 
ried along with the veſſel to Carthagena. et, 

That this moſt daring and unprecedented outrage, was 
committed without a poſſibility of alledging that any thing 
had been done by the owners, or their agents, which could 
afford the ſlighteſt pretence for it. <2 2 

That immediate intelligence of this unjuſtifiable outrage 


was ſent by the ſuperintendant and council of the Muſquito 


ſhore, to Sir Baſil Keith, governor of Jamaica, (the colony 
being at preſent an appendage to that government) notwith- 
ſtanding which no ſteps were taken to reclaim the veſſel and 
ſeamen, until the latter end of October, when a frigate was 
ſent to Carthagena, by admiral Gayton, who poſitively re- 
fuſed to permit Doctor Irving, one of the owners, to go in 
the frigate, to aſſiſt the Captain in his application for redreſs. 
That the governor of Carthagena acknowledges the cap- 
„ | NI 40 bj LA at aa doe ture, 
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ture, by veſſels commiſſioned by the King of Spain, bur ſaid 


he had no power or authority to order reſtitution. 

That your petitioner had taken the earlieſt opportunity of 
returning to England, to lay before his Majeſty's miniſters, 
an authentic account of this extraordinary tranſaction, and 
on the 25th of September preſented to Lord George Germaine, 
a memorial on the ſubject, with an atteſted eſtimate of the 
actual loſs immediately ſuſtained, amounting to 2659]. 125. 10d, 
ſterling, beſides the total ruin of their project. 

That his Lordſhip expreſſed many doubts of the rs 
having been committed by Spaniſh veſſels, and ſeemed de 
rous of waiting for further information, from the governor of 
Jaimaica, before any application for redreſs ſhould be made 
to the court of Spain. | 

That your petitioner having received an affidavit of Fre- 
drick Sund, (one of the ſeamen taken in the ſloop Morning 
Star, and who had eſcaped from Carthagena), made before 
Thomas French, cuſtos and chief judge of the court of com- 
mon pleas, of Kingſton in Jamaica, giving a detail of the 
tranſaction, incloſed a copy of the ſame, on the 17th of De- 
cember, to Lord George Germaine, who ſeemed ſtill defirous 
of making further delays ; but being preſſed by your pet: - 
tioner for redreſs, referred him to Lord Weymouth, in whole 
office he was then told this buſineſs would be tranſacted; your 
petitioner has now waited two months longer, making 3n the 
whole five months, fince his firſt application to Lord George 
Germaine, and is till told that no anſwer whatever has yet been 
received from the court of Spain, from whence he ſees no 
proſpe& of redreſs, without the interpoſition of this Honour- 
able Houſe. | 

In the courſe of this application for redreſs, your petitio- 
ner wrote the following letters and memorial to the different 
public offices, to whom they are addreſſed, viz. 


Extract of a letter from Alexander Blair te Sir Baſil Keith, 
governor of Tamaica, &c. &c. &c. dated Black River, Muſ- 


guito ſhore. | 
SIR, Muy 3d, 1776. 


I HAVE the misfortune to inform your Excellency, that 
the ſloop Morning Star, belonging to Doctor Charles Irvine 
and myſelf, was, on the 3oth of laft month, torcibly ſeized, 
and carried away, by two Spaniſh guarda-coſtas, from the. 
uſual anchoring ground, near the mouth of thus river. 


2 As 
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As we have never been to the ſouthward of Great River, 
in latitude 12% 47, nor to the weſtward of this place, 
nor have not had _= trade or intercourſe with any place or 
perſon belonging to Spain, I am afraid that this ſtep can on- 
ly be conſidered as an avowed declaration of their intention 
to ſeize every veſſel, they find on any part of this coaſt, 
3 if permitted, muſt at once annihilate this promiſing 
colony. : 

— of my papers have been carried away with the 
ſloop, I have not been able to make out ſo minute a detail of 
our loſs as I could wiſh, but I can aſſure your excellency, that 
from the beſt eſtimate I have been able to form, it amounts to 
three thouſand five hundred and nine pounds eight ſhillings, 
Jamaica currency, befides the great detriment we ſuſtain, 
from the loſs of many of our plantation ſtores, the incom- 
pleteneſs of thoſe already landed, and the want of a proper 
reſſel, to keep up an intercourſe with Jamaica, for the pro- 


curing ſlaves, and many neceſſaries. 


Copy of a Memorial preſented to Lord George Germaine, 
September 25th, 1776. —— 


To the right honourable Lord George Germaine, one of 
his Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate, &c. &c. &c. 


The memorial of Alexander Blair, in behalf of himſelf 
and Doctor Charles Irving. : 


Humbly ſheweth, | 

THAT on the goth of April 1776, the ſloop Morning 
Star, belonging to your Lordſhip's memorialiſts, was foreib- 
ly ſeized, as ſhe lay at anchor, in the road before Black Riv- 
er, the chief Britiſh ſettlement on the Muſquito ſhore ; by 
two Spaniſh armed ſloops, and was by them carried away. 

That by this 1llegal 31 your memorialiſts not only 
ſuſtained an immediate loſs, amounting to upwards of two 
thouſand ſix hundred pounds fterling, as appears by the atteſ- 
td account preſented herewith, but they are far more eſſen- 
tally injured, by the total derangement of their plan, for 
ſettling on the Moſquito ſhore ; a plan in the proſecution of 
which they were not without well founded hopes of making 
diſcoveries and improvements, that muſt have proved advan- 
tgeous to themſelves, and highly beneficial to the manufac- 
tures and commerce of Great Britain. | x 

| I Lat 
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only be conſſdered as an open and avowed declaration on thi 
part of Spain, of an intention to ſei ze every veſſel they mee 


on by her means, with any place or perſon ſubject to thi 


Eſtimate of the loſs ſuſtained by Meſſ. Blair and Irving, b 


The above is the prime coſt of the different articles 1 
England; ſuch plantation ſtores are never ſold in this count 
for leſs than double the ſor in Jamaica currency, which t 
prime colt amounted to, freight, inſurance, and 4. 

| charge 
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That your memorialiſts are now deterred from riſquing 
more of their property, in that country, from an appre 
henſion, that this moſt daring and unprecedented outrage, ca 


with, on any part of the Muſquito ſhore ; for there coule 
not otherwiſe be formed even the ſhadow of a pretence, fo 
ſeizing the above-mentioned ſloop, which had not (from thi 
time of her leayirig England) been near any part of the Spa 
niſh dominions, nor had any trade or intercourſe been carried 


crown of Spain. | 

Your memorialiſt ſubmits the whole to yourLordſhip's mo 
impartial confideration ; firmly truſting that ſuch ſteps wil 
be taken, as may procure them the moſt ſpeedy and effectua 
redreſs, and place a colony capable of being made equal t 
any in the Weft Indies, in ſecurity, 


Copy of the account of damages preſented with the foregoing m 


morial, 


the capture of the ſloop Morning Star, (David Mille 
Maſter,) in the road of Black River, on the Moſquit 
ſhore, on the 3oth day of April, 1776. 


Five copper ftills, about 300 gallons each, fo 
made as to ſerve occaſionally for boilers, for . s. d. 


ſundry purpoles  =— - — - $00 o och 
Two iron boilers, about 400 gallons each 20 © o ve 
Three large iron preſſes, with ſcrews, plates ane 
&c: 2 for making ol = - 120 o o fta 
Upwards of 1 3000 bricks - - 13 8 8 
Sheet lead, at leaſt 18cwt. — id 
A quantity of caſt iron, bars and plates, coſt W. 
— RR. — = = 20: 0 os. 
A plough and ſundry other implements of huf- Bec 
bandry, coſt at leaſt - - - 30 © Olic..; 
et 
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charges, being always conſidered as part -of the prime coſt, 


than 40l. which being added to the above, makes the whole of 
the prime coſt amount to 5531. the double of which is 11061. 


The above articles were therefore worth in this {. 5. d. 
country, at leaſt 11061, Jamaica currency 1106 00 
Gun-powder 3325 pounds, at 121. per 10olb, 399 © © 
Lead fhot at leaſt 30cwt. at 408. per cwt. 60 © © 
Muſquets 47 at 408. each — 94 0 o 
Fowling pieces two, at 100s. each - 10 0 0 
An anchor of about 300 weight, and 12 ſmall 

anchors and graplings, value at leaſt © - 45 0 © 
Apuncheon filled with lines and twine - 27-10 0: 
Ruſſia drab, value at leaſt - - Is. 0 © 
Oſnaburghs, at leaſt 2200 yards, at 1s. per yard 110 © © 
Seventy two deer ſkins at 2s. 6d; 36 lb.tortoiſe 

ſhell, at 75. 64. 2 — — 22 10 9 
Sundry articles of ironmongery and haberdaſhe- 

ry, che particulars of which cannot poſſibly 

be recollected, but which are under- rated at 100 © © 
Wine, porter, tea, ſugar, and ſundry other cab- 

bin ſtores, value at leaſt - — 36 0 0 
Cath, at leaſt — — 8 10 0 


The ſloop Morning Star, as appears by the af- 
fidavit of David Miller maſter, was worth 1400 © © 


| | £- 3433 160 

4 The articles in this ſecond part, (the ſloop excepted) are 
of charged at the wholeſale price of this place, and moſt of them 
of were in great demand, and could have been fold at that rate, 
and cafh, good bills, or produce that would have made a pro- 
of ftable remittance, immediately received in payment, 


0 Eſlimate of the loſs ſuſtained by Alexander Blair. 
Wearing apparel, at leaſt = - 41 
o Books, charts, inſtruments and arms - 90 © © 
F bedding and furniture EE 40 © © 
Caih, at leaſt — - - 40 © © 
1 


Loſs ſuſtained by Blair and Irving as above 3433 10 o 


15 . 3 3723 10 0 
7 | This 


which 2 for the above articles, cannot be ftated at leſs 
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Black River, 1 fl. 
Muſquito ſhore. E | N 
This day Alexander Blair appeared before me John Bourke, 


Eſq; cuſtas rotulorum, and one of his Majeſty's juſtices of the 


peace for the Muſquito ſhore, and. being duly ſworn, on the 
Holy Evangeliſts, depoſeth and faith, that the above eſtimate, 
(amounting in the whole to the ſum of 37231. 108. Jamaica 
currency, or 2059 1. 128. 10d. ſterling _— of Great Bri. 
tain, is a juſt and true account, of the loſs ſuſtained by. Doc- 
tor Charles Irving and this deponent, according to the beſt 
of this deponent's judgment and recollection; that ſeveral 
of the papers relating to the cargo, being carried away with 
the ſloop, ſome parts of the above eſtimate are formed from 
memory, but in ſuch parts this deponent has been extremely 
careful, rather to under-rate, than to over-rate the ſame : 
They ſuffer a ſtill farther and very ſerious damage, by being 
deprived of the above ſtores, intended for a plantation, which 
they are now carrying on at Great River, on the Muſquito 
ſhore, and by the incompleteneſs of thoſe already landed, 
many of which cannot be replaced in this country; and by 
the loſs of the ſloop, they are deprived of the means of keep- 
ing up an intercourſe with Jamaica; an intercourſe eſſentially 


_ neceſſary, in the proſecution- of their plan, being the _ 


place where they could procure ſlaves and many other neceſ- 
:aries, for their plantation; and they are {till further ſuffer- 
ers, by the neceffity which this deponent deems himſelf under 
of returning to England, in order to lay before his Majeſty's 
miniſters a circumſtantial and well authenticated relation of 
this moſt extraordinary act of violence; which voyage will 
unavoidably be — with a conſiderable expence, and 
great loſs of time, and be highly detrimental to the affairs, 
(in this country) of Doctor Charles Irving and this depo- 
nent, all which damages it is impoſfible at this time to ſet any 
juſt value upon. This deponent further ſays, that there were 
on board the ſloop, ſundry promiſſory notes, receipts for mo- 
ney left in England, as a fund of credit, and ſundry accep- 
ted bills of exchange, all belonging to this deponent, and 
that if ſome of thefe papers fall into the hands of bad men, 
this deponent may be thereby put to a very great trouble and 
expence, and by the loſs of others, his property may be with- 
held from him; but as the damage which may be incurred by 
this loſs, depends ſo much on circumftances, no charge is 
made forit. There were alſo on board the ſloop, many pa- 
pers, of great importanec to this deponent, in his future views 
"2 $94 4 In 
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in life; but which he muſt not pretend to ſet a value upon. 
This deponent further ſaith, that from the day on which the 
ſloop Morning Star ſailed from England, until the day on 
which ſhe was taken, ſhe never had been to the ſouthward of 
Great River, in latitude 12? 47 N. nor to the weſtward 
of Black River, both on the Muſquito ſhore, nor had any 
trade or intercourſe been carried on by her means, with any 
place or perſon ſubject to the crown of Spain. 
. ALEX. BLAIR, 
Sworn before me this 17th day of 
July 1776. Joun BouRKE. 


Cepy of a letter to Lord Gearge Germaine. 
My LoRp, | 


IT it is now three months, fince I had the honour of de- 
livering to your Lordſhip a memorial, in behalf of Doctor 
Charles Irving and mylelf, complaining of the illegal cap- 
ture of the ſloop Morning Star, in the road before Black 
River, by two Spaniſh armed floops, without any juſtifiable 
cauſe whatever, to the total ruin of your petitioners” affairs, in 
that part of the world. 

Your Lordthip was then pleaſed to ſay, that you could not 
believe, that the veſſels who committed this unjuſtifiable out- 
rage, belonged to the Spaniſh nation, but ſeemed rather to 
ſuppoſe they might be veſſels from North America. 

By the fortunate eſcape of ſome of the failors, belonging 
to the ſaid ſloop Morning Star, I have now the honour to 
tranſmit to your Lordſhip, the copy of an affidavit, made by 
Frederick Sund, one of the mariners, before Thomas French, 
euſtos and chief judge of the court of common pleas, of 
Kingſton, in Jamaica, the original of which is in my poſſeſ- 
ſion; whereby it appears that the veſſels who took the Morn- 
ing Star, were not only Spaniſh veſlels, but holding commiſ- 
ſions, immediately under the King of Spain, the one called 
the Pacifico, of fourteen guns, commanded by -Don Juan 
Caſtello, the other the Recurſo, of twelve guns, commanded 
by Antonio Yepe ; with all other particulars of the capture, 
as ſet forth in the affidavit. 

Feeling what is due to men in high authority, at critical 
moments, I have waited with the utmoſt patience, agreeable 
to your Lordſhip's requeſt ; now the facts are uncontrover- 
tible, and feeling alſo the protection that is due to us, as Bri- 
tiſn ſubje&s, I venture to hope, that my ſubmiſſive delay, 
ary be a means of procuring us more ſpeedy juſtice in the 
end. 

Vor. VI. 8 s I beg 


ö ? 
: x 
n, 
$1} 
: 
s 1 
” 
Hh N 
; 
* | 1 
| 
N 
' 
1 


— 


— ͥͤ — — —— 
- - — — 28 S Y ” — — Ceo——_ 

3 — — CT __C TER 222 => . == Ao = 

. —— | l HED — — — — — - 
8 2 Ds - N by . „ 
_ — » —_— ro . _—_ - 
Se ͤ — - + g 
2 — —_ = 


* — — 
E * — — 
n 7 * 
2 1 


310 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777, 


beg leave to put your Lordſhip in mind, that neither Doc- 
tor Irving nor myſelf, who are both well known 1n this coun- 
try, and have held reſpectable commiſſions under his Majeity, 
can be claſſed with thoſe random buccaneers, who ſometimes 
force an illicit trade with the Spaniſh colonies; we undertook 
this project, with the approbation, if not at the deſire of go- 
vernment, in hopes it might prove beneficial to ourſelves, and 
the nation at large, and we were abſolutely promiſed, chat in 
caſe the project ſucceeded, and any alterations in the duties on 
oils, or other articles, ſhould be found neceſſary, that they 


would be moved in Parliament, and even bounties propoſed 


in certain events. | | 

After expending ſo much of our money and time, in com- 
pleating the neceſlarics for ſuch an undertaking, after under- 
going the fatigues of a voyage, of ſuch a length, in ſo ſultry 
a climate, juit at the time, when we had brought ſo many 
concurring circumſtances to bear, to find our veſſel, carrying 
Engliſh colours, lying in a road under his Majeſty's protec- 
tion, thus violently ſwept away, without a poſſibility of al- 
ledging there was the leaſt infraction of the ſlighteſt punctilio, 
much leſs any crime; and the unhappy mariners tied toge- 
ther, and made captives, in ſo diſgraceful a manner; all thoſe 
things call ſo loudly for redreſs, that I am perſuaded they will 
raiſe your Lordſhip's indignation, and that we ſhall now find 
you the warmeſt interceſſor with his Majeſty, in obtaining us 
compenſation for our loſſes, and vindicating our country's 
wrongs. I am, with great reſpect, 

; your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 

London, 17th Dec. 1776. ALEX. BLAIR, 


P. S. I will call regularly at your Lordſhip's office, every 
day, at 12 o'clock, for three days ſucceffively, to ſhew the 
original affidavit, before judge a. whole hand-writing 
is well known in this town, and will be ready to attend your 
Lordſhip, at any other time you are pleaſed to command me. 
I lodge at Mr. Holland's in Oxendon Street. 

To the right honourable Lord George Germaine. 


Copy of an affidavit of Frederick Sund. 
Jamaica, : 5 
FREDERICK SUND, of the pariſh of Kingſton, in the 
county of Surry, and ifland of Jamaica, mariner, late be 
longing to a certain ſloop called the Morning Star, being dwy 
ſworn, maketh oath, and faith, That on the thirtieth * 7 . 
pri 


\ 
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April laſt, the ſaid ſloop, Morning Star, was laying at anchor 
near the bar of Black river, on the Muſquito ſhore: And 
this deponent further ſaith, that two guarda-coſtas, belonging 
to his moſt Catholic Majeſty, the Pacifico of fourteen guns, 
commanded by Don Juan Caſtello, and the. Recurſo of twelve 
guns, commanded by Antonio Vepe, under Dutch colours, 
bore down upon the ſaid ſloop, while at anchor as aforeſaid, 
(ſhe having Engliſh colours hoiſted) whereupon the ſaid 
guarda-coſtas, hauled down the Dutch colours, and the Paci- 
fico hailed the ſaid ſloop, Morning Star, and aſked, ©* From 
whence came ye?“ and being anſwered, ** From London 
and Jamaica,” ſhe again aſked, Have you any flour or 
other proviſions ?” and was anſwered, Only for our own 
uſe.” And after ſo hailing the ſaid ſloop, they, the ſaid Don 
Juan Caſtello, and Antonio Yepe, came on board the ſaid 
loop, and the ſaid Don Juan Caſtello aſked, © Who the veſ- 
ſel belonged to ?”? he was anſwered, © To Meſſrs. Irving and 
Blair;“ and alſo aſked, © What is the maſter's name? and 
he was anſwered, David Miller, who is on ſhore.” And 
this deponent further ſaith, that as ſoon as they, the ſaid Don 
Juan Caſtello and Antonio Yepe came on board the {loop 
Morning Star, they ordered the Englith colours to be hauled 
down, which was accordingly down, and then aſked if there 
were any ammunition on board, when they were anſwered 
only ſome powder and muſquets for our own uſe ; and they 
alſo aſked, ** Have you ſent any powder on ſhore ?” and 
they were anſwered, ** Some to the ſuperintendant at Black 
River,” And this deponent further faith, that after their 
faid queſtions were anſwered, the ſaid Don Juan Caſtello or- 
dered ſome armed men to come on board, Who by his com- 
mand, tied the ſloop's crew, two by two, . Dayid 
Robinſon the boatſwain, who continued on board the ſaid 
loop ſome days after) and put them on board the Pacifico, 
while the Spaniards took rolſeffion of the ſaid ſloop, Morning 
Star, and proceeded to Port Bello, and from thence to Car- 
thagena, from which laſt mentioned place this deponent made 


his eſcape. 1 
Sworn before me FREDRICK X SUND, 
this 20th day of Sept. 1776. mark. 
T. FRENCH, cuſtos, Sc. Kingſton, 
Ns Copy 
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Copy of a letter to Lord Weymouth. 


My Loxzn, 

- I PRESENTED a memorial to Lord George Germaine, 
three months ago, complaining of the illegal capture of the 
ſloop Morning Star, belonging to Doctor Charles Irving and 
mytelf, by two Spaniſh armed ſloops, on the Muſquito 

tore, a copy of which is here incloſed. 

_ Having received a circumſtantial account of the capture 
by an affidavit of Frederick Sund, one of the failors, taken 
before Thomas French, cuſtos and chief juſtice of the court 
of common pleas of Kingſton, in Jamaica; I wrote the in- 
cloſed letter to Lord George Germaine, on the 15th inſtant, 
and 1n a converſation with his Lordſhip on the 19th, reſpe&- 
ing this letter, I was told that the papers relative to this out- 
rage, would be tranſmitted to your Lordſhip's office, which 
T can by no means lament, confidering what has paſſed, and 
believing from your manly character, that there will be now 


no longer any delay in procuring ſatisfaction for our loſſes, 


O 


and vindicating the national honour. 


It never was my wiſh to hurry adminiftration into a diſ- 
cuffion with the court of Spain, at an improper ſeaſon ; [ 
delayed from preffing my buttheſs, in deference to their fitu- 
ation, although I had croffed the Atlantic for redreſs ; pow l 
am transferred to another office, and my conduct in this re- 
ſpect, treated as weakneſs, I beg it may be underſtood, that 
any delay in demanding from the crown of Spain, that ſatis- 
action, which the caſe requires, is not with my conſent. 

It muſt be evident to your Lordſhip, that until redreſs is 
fully obtained, in this caſe, the inhabitants of that country, 
can have no ſecurity for their property, and are thereby de- 
terred from engaging with any degree of ſpirit, in the culti- 
vation of many commodities, which the colony is very hap- 
pily ſituated for producing; commodities eſſentially neceſſary 
to the manufactures of 3 Britain, but which are at pre- 
ſent principally furniſhed by the colontes of France and 
Spain, our Weſt India Iſlands being prevented by the ſcarcity 
of land, and other local diſadvantages, from engaging in the 
culture of them, to any extent. | 

It was alledged by Lord George Germaine, in the laſt con- 
verſation I had the honour to hold with his Lordſhip, that 
the Spaniardss had never acquieſced in our title, to the Muſ- 
quito ſhore ; but I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that there are 
no veſtiges of their having ever poſſeſſed that part of the 

country 
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country where the Engliſh are ſettled, and which was volun- 
tarily ceded to King William, * by the unconquered natives; 
that the Englith have ever fince retained polleflion; and as his 
Majeſty has lately been graciouſly pleaſed to eftablith a legiſ- 
lative council, for the better governing of the colony, it 
would be a deception of his ſubjects, and a national diſgrace, 
to permit their property to be ſeized, under theſe circumſtan- 
ces by any power whatever. | 

[ ſhall e ready at any time to wait on your Lordſhip, to 
give every information, in my power, concerning this un- 


precedented act of violence, and to explain the commercial 


advantages, that may be derived from the colony. 
Jam, with the greateſt reſpect, 
your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
and moſt humble ſervant, 


London, Dec. 23d, 1776. ALEX. BLAIR, 


I lodge at Mr. Holland's Oxendon ſtreet. 


Copy of a letter to Lord Weymouth. 


Mx Loxn, 

I CALLED on your Lordſhip yeſterday morning, to 
have had the honour of ſome converſation reſpe&ing the 
ſloop Morning Star : Sir Stanier Porten told me, it would be 
proper to put my buſineſs in writing, which I now do. | 

I am informed, my Lord, that the governor of Jamaica, 
Sir Baſil Keith, has tranſmitted to Lord George Germaine, a 
copy of his letter to the governor of Carthagena, demand- 
ing reſtitution, and ſatisfaction, to the owners (being Doc- 
tor Irving and myſelf) of the ſloop Morning Star, which 
was taken by two Spaniſh guarda-coſtas, commanded by 
Don Juan Caſtello, and Antonio Vepe, as ſhe lay at anchor, 
in ſight of the King's houſe, at Black river, on the Muſqui- 
to ſhore, as alſo the Spaniſh governor's anſwer, acknowledg- 
ing the capture, by vefiels commiſſioned by the King of 
Spain, but declaring that he could not order reftitution. 

My firſt anxiety is, to know if theſe letters have been 
tranſmitted to your Lordſhip, who I am perfuaded, notwith- 
ſtanding the delays that have hitherto taken place, in this bu- 
ſineſs, will loſe no time, in vindicating the honour of the na- 

0 tion, 


mm 


— 


* Mr. Blair has ſince diſcovered, that what he conſidered as the 


original ceſſion of the Muſquito ſhore, was only a confirmation of 


the original ceſſion which was made in the reign of King Charles 
the Firit, | 
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tion, and doing juſtice to every particular member, of the 
community. 

If 1t ſhould be deemed impolitic, as I am given to under- 
ſtand at another place, to preſs the Spaniſh court for redreſs, 
at the preſent moment, I hope your Lordſhip will conſider, 
the great hardſhip upon Doctor Irving and myſelf, from ſuch 
a proceeding, who embarked the greateſt part of our pro- 
perty in this adventure, under the ſanction and encourage- 
ment of government, under the faith of protection, where 
his Majeſty had eſtabliſhed a legiſlative council, and diſplayed 
his colours, and where no one improper act on our part, or 
our agents, can be alledged, as the cauſe of the capture ; and 
therefore your Lordſhip muſt ſee, that the point in iſſue, in 
this buſineſs, is the right of the nation, to the ſettlement on 
the Muſquito ſhore, which Great Britain has ſo long main- 


tained, and lately ſettled, under a more regular, form of go- 


vernment, as ſet forth, in my former memorials ; and there- 
fore I expect, if the ſyſtem of procraſtination ſhould be a- 
dopted, that your Lordſhip will give me explicit aſſurances, 
in writing, that the public will in the mean time, pay the 
loſs ſuſtained by Doctor Irving and myſelf, according to the 
account I have rendered, otherwiſe, after waiting fo long, I. 
ſhall think it my duty, to prefer a petition to Parliament ; 
and although there may be little hopes of ſucceſs, through 
that.channel, where the King's miniſters do not approve, yet 
it is a duty I owe to my abſent friend, Doctor Irving, to uſe 
every means for redreſs, the conſtitution has given to an in- 
jured ſubject, conſcious of the juſtneſs of my claim, what- 
ever be the event. 5 
I am, with the greateſt reſpe& to your Lordſhip, 
your obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 

Oxendon Street, | ALEX. BLAIR. 
Jan. „ 

All which your petitioner humbly ſubmits to this honour- 
able Houſe, and prays ſuch relief as they in their wiſdom ſhall 
think fit. 

February 24th 1777. ALEXANDER BLAIR, 
Copy of the prateſi of David Miller, late maſter of the ſloop 
| Morning Star. | 
Great Black River, } Fo 
Auſquito ſhore. y | 

BY this public inftrument of proteſt, be it known and ma- 

nifeſt to all whom it may concern, that on the firſt day of 
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May, in the year of our Lord God one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy-ſix, David Miller, late maſter of the ſloop 
or veſſel called the Morning Star, burthen one hundred and 
thirty tons, or thereabouts, plantation built, and Britiſn pro- 
perty, perſonally appeared before me John Bourke, Eſquire, 
one of his Majeſty's juſtices, and cuſtos rotulorum on the Muſ- 
quito ſhore, in North America (no notary public being then 
on the Muſquito ſhore); and the ſaid appearer, David Miller, 
did then ſolemnly intimate, declare, teſtify, proteſt and ſay, 
that the aforeſaid ſloop or veſſel, called the Morning Star, 
cleared out at the cuſtom-houſe in London, for Jamaica and 


the Muſquito ſhore, at the latter of which places the ſaid 


veſſel arrived about the middle of February laſt paſt; Alex- 
ander Blair and Charles Irvine then being paſſengers on board 
of her, and the ſaid veſſel continued at different parts of the 
ſaid Muſquito ſhore, until about noon on Tueſday the thirtieth 
day of April laſt paſt; that about the hour of eleven in the 
forenoon of the ſaid Tueſday, the ſaid veſſel was lying at 
anchor off Great Black River (the chief Britiſh ſettlement) 
on the Muſquito ſhore aforeſaid, with Britith colours flying, 
when two armed {loops or veſſels came in from ſea, with 


Dutch jacks at their topmaſt heads, and anchored at a very 


{mall diſtance from the aforeſaid veſſel called the Morning 
Star, and ſoon after their anchoring, as aforeſaid, they (the 
ſaid armed veſſels) ſent two boats or launches, with a great 
many men, on board of the faid veſſel called the Morning 
Star, and according to the beſt of the aforeſaid appearer's 
knowledge and belief, took poſſeſſion of her, at the ſame time 
ſtriking the Britiſh colours, and putting the ſaid veſſel (called 
the Morning Star) under fail, the ſame armed veſſels alſo 
getting under fail, when all the aforeſaid three ſloops or veſ- 
els ſtood out to ſea, and were ſeemingly cloſe hauled to the 
wind; and the aforeſaid appearer further ſaith, he hath been 
aſſured that the aforeſaid two armed loops or veſlels ſtruck 
their Dutch jacks, nearly at the ſame time with the ſtriking 
of the Britiſh colours which were on board of the aforeſaid 
reſſel called the Morning Star; but the ſaid appearer cannot 
ay whether the ſaid Dutch jacks were hauled down before or 
after the aforeſaid boats or launches got on board the ſaid veſ- 
ſe] called the Morning Star; and the aforeſaid appearer further 
faith, that during the ſhort time the ſaid two armed veſſels 
continued at their anchors as aforeſaid, the ſaid appearer heard 
liree guns fired, but did not at that time certainly know by 


vom the ſame were fired, though he hath ſince been _— 
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that one of the aforeſaid boats or launches fired ſome ſmall 
arms, and the ſmalleſt of the ſaid two armed veſſels fired three 
you at a ſmall floop or veſſel called the Polly, owned by 
ritiſh ſubjects, reſident on the Muſquito ſhore aforeſaid, then 
commanded by John Cofhl, and which ſaid laſt abovemen- 
tioned ſmall veſſel, ran very cloſe in a long ſhore, and eſcap- 
ed to the weſtward, with a ſignal of diſtreſs, while the afore- 
faid armed veſlels were employing their aforeſaid boats or 
launches-to take the ſaid veſſel called the Morning Star, and 
on board of which ſaid veſſel, the Morning Star, there were 
fix Britiſh ſubje&s, and one Swede, at the time of her illegal 
capture as aforeſaid ; to wit, the mate and fix ſeamen which 
belonged unto her, the aforeſaid Charles Irving having been 
left at Great River on the aforeſaid Muſquito ſhore, and the 
aforeſaid Alexander Blair, together with the aforeſaid appear- 
er David Miller, and one ſeaman being about neceſſary buſi- 
neſs on ſhore at Great Black River aforeſaid ; and the afore- 
faid appearer further ſaith, he hath been aſſured that after the 
aforeſaid two armed veſſels ſtood out to ſea, in company with 
the aforeſaid veſſel called the Morning Star, the largeſt of the 
ſaid armed veſſels hoiſted a broad pendant, and the other 
hoiſted a long pendant, both of which, as the ſaid appearer 
hath been allo aſſured, appeared to be blue, and which ſaid 
pendants, and the Dutch jacks, were all the colours which 
were, according to the beſt of the aforeſaid appearer's know- | © 
ledge and belief, hoifted, or in any manner ſhewn, by the {c 
aforeſaid captors, while either of the ſaid armed veſſels, or 
their aforeſaid illegal capture, remained in ſight of the afore- fa 
ſaid chief Britiſh ſettlement ; and the aforeſaid appearer fur- MW 7* 
ther ſaith, that from the firſt time of the aforeſaid veſſel, the V 
Morning Star's arrival at the Muſquito ſhore aforeſaid, until ſe] 
the very inſtant of her being illegally taken and carried away, as 
aforeſaid, ſhe, the aforeſaid ſloop or veſſel, called the Mor- af 
ning Star, never was at any place unto the ſonthward of 
Great River, the mouth of which is nearly in latitude twelve 
es and forty-ſeven minutes north, on the aforeſaid Mul- 
quito ſhore, nor hath ſhe ever been, within the ſaid time, at ſol 
any place-unto the weſtward of Great Black River, the chief 
Britiſh ſettlement aforeſaid, neither has there at any time been 
any trade or intercourſe whatſoever carried on, oreven attemp- 
tell to be carried on, with any Spaniſh ſubje& whatſoever, by 
means of the ſaid veſfel called the Morning Star, or by means 
of any the merchandize or other effects, at any time or times, 
an board of her, during the time from her firft arrival un- 


til her illegal capture as aforeſaid; neither has the ſaid _ 
calle 
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called the Morning Star, ever had (during any part of the 
ſaid time, from above the middle of February laft paſt, until 
ſhe was illegally boarded and taken as aforeſaid) any kind 
whatſoever of Spaniſh property or produce on board of her, 
and the time of her being ſo taken and carried away, the re- 
mains of her cargo, which ſhe brought from England and 
then had on board, conſiſted of a great quantity of plantation 
ſtores, and ſundry other goods, which were all and every part 
thereof intended to be landed on the aforeſaid Muſquito ſhore, 
had not the ſaid capture prevented the ſaid landing thereof; 
and the ſaid plantation ſtores, and ſundry other goods taken 
and carried away, as aforeſaid, do amount to a very conſide- 
rable value, which cannot at preſent be exactly aſcertained, 
by the aforeſaid appearer, David Miller, as all the papers 
which he had relative thereto, were on board of the ſaid veſ- 
ſel called the Morning Star, at the time of her being illegally 
taken and carried away as aforeſaid; and he, the ſaid appear- 
er, doth verily believe, the ſaid ſloop, called the Morning 
Star, 1s ſuch a good veſlel that ſhe could have been ſold in 
Jamaica (before her aforeſaid illegal capture), for the ſum of 
one thouſand and four hundred pounds current money of Ja- 
maica, or thereabouts ; and he, the ſaid appearer, och alſo 
verily believe the aforeſaid two armed veſſels were and are 
Spaniſh property, and navigated by Spaniſh ſubjects; and 
therefore, he, the aforeſaid appearer, David Miller, hath 
ſolemnly declared to proteſt, and defired an act of me the 
aforeſaid John Bourke, Eſq; as cu/tos rotulorum on the afore- 
ſaid Muſquito ſhore, (no notary public being then on the Muſ- 
quito ſhore) to ſerve and avail him, the ſaid appearer David 
Miller, and all others concerned in the aforeſaid ſloop or veſ- 
ſel, called the Morning Star, or concerned in her cargo, when 
and where it ſhould, or may be requifite, Wherefore I, the 
aforeſaid John Bourke, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's juſtices, 
and cuſtcs rotulorum on the Muſquito ſhore aforeſaid, (no no- 
tary-public being then on the Muſquito ſhore) at the requeſt 
aforeſaid, did ſolemnly proteſt, and by theſe preſents, do hereby 
ſolemnly proteſt 4 the aforeſaid two armed ſloops or 
veſſels, or their boats or launches, and every perſon and 
perſons whatſoever, who was or were on board the ſaid arm- 
ed ſloops or veſſels, or on board of their boats and launches 
or that was or were, in any manner whatſoever, aſſiſting 
or concerned in taking and carrying or ſending away, 
as aforeſaid, the aforeſaid ſloop called the Morning 
Star, for all loſſes, damages, coſts and detriments what- 
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ſoever, already in any way ſuffered or ſuſtained, or which 


ſhall or may be hereafter in any manner ſuffered or 


ſuſtained, by reaſon or means of the aforeſaid cap- 
ture, to be all had and recovered in time and place, as of 
right ſhall appertain : This was thus done and proteſted at 
Great Black River, (the chief Britiſh ſettlement) on the Muſ- 
uito ſhore, in North America, in the preſence of John 
Gallen and Thomas Marriot Perkins, witneſſes thereunto re- 
eſted. David MILLER. 
Witneſſes JohN GALLIN. 
THOMAS MARRIOTT PERKINS. 


David Miller, late maſter of the ſloop called the Morning 
Star, mentioned in the forcgoing proteſt, came this day be- 
fore me, the aforeſaid John Bourke, Eſq; cuſtos rotulorum, as 
aforeſaid, and duly made oath on the Holy Evangeliſts of 
Almighty God, that the foregoing proteſt, as to the ſubſtance 
thereof, is true in every particular as therein ſpecified. 

| DAVID MiLLEs. 


Sworn before me at Great Black River aforeſaid, this firſt 
day of May, in the year of our Lord God One thouſand, ſe- 
ven hundred, and ſeventy ſix. Jonx BovurkE. 


The four following depoſitions were taken in preſence of 
the legiſlative council, of which the ſuperintendant 1s preſident, 


Copy of the depoſition of Thomas Archdeacon, mariner. 


Black River, Muſquito ſhore. ſſ. 
PERSONALLY appeared before me, his Majeſty's chief juſtice 


of the peace for the ſaid ſhore, Thomas Archdeacon mariner, 
who made oath on the Holy Evangeliſts of Almighty God, 
depoſeth and ſayeth, that he, this deponent, being at Black 
River aforeſaid, about eleven o'clock, being the thirtieth day 
of April laſt, he ſaw two ſloops come to an anchor off Black 
River Bar, under Dutch colours, which colours were ſoon 
after hauled down; this deponent looking at them with a ſpy 
glaſs, imagined that they were veſſels of force, and were full 
of men; a ſhort time after, this deponent ſaw a launch or 
boat go on board the ſloop Morning Star, David Miller ma- 
ſter, ſhe being at an anchor likewiſe, and had an Bugliſh pen- 
dant and enſign hoiſted, and that immediately as the boat or 
launch went on board he ſaw them ſtruck. Preſently after, 
he faw a Jack hoiſted in the ſtarboard ſhrouds, and another 


launch or boat went then on board, when this deponent - 
ſerved 
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ſerved that the jack was hauled down, and about half an hour 


after, he, this deponent, ſaw the Morning Star under fail, and 
the other two ſloops immediately followed her ; one of them 
hoiſted a long pendant, and the other a broad pendant, but 
cannot tell what colours they were. And further this depo- 
nent ſayeth not. THoM AS ARCHDEACON, 


I have examined the above depoſition, and compared it with 
the original, and find it to be a true copy. JoHN BOURKE. 
Sworn before me this 3d of May 1776. 
Joun BouURKeE. 


Copy of the depoſition of David Lamb, ſurveyor. 


Black River, Muſquito ſhore. 11. | 
PERSON ALLY appeared before me, his Majeſty's chief juſtice 
of the peace for the ſaid ſhore, David Lamb ſurveyor, who 
made oath on the Holy Evangeliſts of Almighty God, depo- 
ſeth and ſayeth, that on the thirtieth day of April laſt, about 
twelve o'clock at noon, he this deponent being at Black River 
aforeſaid, and hearing that two ſtrange {loops were come to, 
off the bar, and that a third ſloop was under fail, this depo- 
nent went to the beach on the ſea fide to view them, and in 
his way heard ſeveral guns fired, when he, this deponent, got 
on the beach, he ſaw the ſloop Morning Star, and the two 
ſtrange ſloops at anchor, and a fourth under fail, which was 
a ſloop belonging to himſelf, named the Nancy, whereof John 
Coffell was maſter, which ſloop Nancy ſtood in ſo cloſe for 
the ſhore, that this deponent ſuppoſed the people in her in- 
tended to run her on ſhore, and the ſaid ſloop Nancy had her 
colours hoiſted in her ſhrouds : This deponent obſerved that 
the other three ſloops had no colours, and told Captain Tho- 
mas Archdeacon of it, when Captain Archdeacon (who got on 
the beach a few minutes before this deponent) ſaid he ſaw the 
colours of the ſloop Morning Star hauled down. This de- 
ponent obſerved the two ſtrange ſloops to be full of men and 
appeared like armed veſſels, and ſaw two boats full of men 
go from the ſaid ſtrange {loops on board the ſloop Morning 
Star, and in little more than half an hour he, this deponent, 
ſaw the ſaid ſloop Morning Star under ſail, and preſently after 
the two ſtrange ſloops followed her, the three {loops ſtood out 
to ſea, that is to the northward, the fourth which did belong 


to this deponent, went to Prenaw creek. And further this : 


deponent ſayeth not. 1 | David LamB. 
Sworn before me this 6th 
day of May 1776. Jonx BoURKE. 
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Copy of the depgſition of Richard Burrell, mariner. 


Black River, Muſquito ſhore. ſſ. 

PERSON ALL V appeared before me, his Majeſty's chief juſtice 
of the peace for the ſaid ſhore, Richard Burrel, mariner, who 
made oath on the Holy Evangeliſts of Almighty Ged, that 
he, this deponent, was a paſſenger on board the ſloop Nancy, 
John Coffell maſter, on a voyage from Prenaw creek, to Cape 
Gracias a Deos, on the ſaid thore, and that on Monday the 
twenty-ninth day of April laſt, about nine o'clock in the 
evening of that day, the moon ſhining very bright, the afore- 
faid ſloop Nancy, being then about eight leagues to the north- 
ward of Puttook River, they fell in with two Spaniſh guarda- 
coſtas, the ſmalleſt of which fired a gun, and brought the 
ſaid ſloop Nancy too, at the ſame time ſhe hoiſted Spaniſh 
colours, and then hailed in Spaniſh firſt, and in Enggliſh af- 
terwards, to know where the ſaid ſloop Nancy had come 
from, and where ſhe was bound to? John Coffell, maſter of 
ſaid ſloop, anfwered, from Prenaw Creek, and bound to Cape 


Gracias a Deos, on which the ſmalleſt guarda-coſta went a 
head, and then the largeſt came along fide of ſaid ſloop Nan- 


cy, and hailed her in the ſame manner that the ſmall guarda- 
coſta did, and aſked what ſhe was loaded with ? to which they 
were anſwered, that ſhe was only in ballaſt, on which the 
guarda-coſta ordered the ſaid ſloop Nancy to heave too, and 
kept her in that manner until three o'clock on Tueſday mor- 
ning, when the guarda-coſta hailed and aſked, what provi- 
ſions were on board? to which Captain Coffell anſwered, he 


had none, but would be glad that the Spaniards would ſpare 


him a barrel of bread or barrel of flour, at the ſame time aſk- 
ing why they detained him ſo long ? The Spaniards then 
aſked the bearings and diſtance of the iſland of Bonaca, and 
what veſſels were at Black River? to which this deponent 
anſwered, that Bonaca bore weſt and by north, and Captain 
Coffell anſwered that there was a brig and ſchooner at Black 
River; they, the Spaniards, then told the people on board 
the ſloop Nancy, that they might go about their buſineſs. On 
which the ſaid ſloop Nancy bore away for Black River, her 
fails being bad, and about ſeven o'elock the ſame morning, 
they ſaw the two Spaniſh ſloops under Dutch colours, and 
ſtanding in for Black River, where he, this deponent, ſaw 
them at an anchor about twelve o'clock at noon, the ſaid ſloop 
Nancy run down by the ſaid Spaniſh ſloops, not ſuſpecting 
that any hoſtility was intended, the largeſt Spaniſh {loop 
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hailed the faid ſloop Nancy, and ordered her to come a lon 
fide, to which one of the Nancy's people anſwered, that as 
ſoon as ſhe got a little further in, they would heave to for 
them; by this time this deponent ſaw a launch or boat coming 
towards ſaid ſloop Nancy, full of men, and he verily be- 
lieves there were twenty men in her at leaſt, all armed with 
cutlaſles and ſmall arms, they ſoon came along fide ſaid ſloop 
Nancy, and called for a rope, but none was handed, on which 
the bowman hooked the quarter rail with his boat hook, the 
foreſail being by this time hoiſted, gave the ſloop Nancy 
ſuch way on her, that the bowman in the boat or launch was 
obliged to let the boat hook go, and inſtantly the people in 
the boat or launch fired four muſkets, two of which hit the 
{aid ſloop, and the ſmalleſt guarda-coſta fired three cannon : 
as ſoon as the launch or boat left the ſaid ſloop Nancy, this 
deponent ſaw her or another go on board a large ſloop that 
was then at anchor, which ſloop had an Engliſh pendant and 
enſign hoiſted, and preſently after the boat, or launch, go on - 
board the ſaid ſloop, he obſerved the colours were ſtruck, 
which {loop this deponent has been ſince informed, is the 
ſloop Morning Star, David Miller maſter ; and this deponent 
ſayeth, that in about an hour after ſaid launch or boat got on 
board ſaid ſloop Morning Star, he ſaw her and the other two 
ſloops under way, and ſtanding to the northward ; and this 
deponent ſayeth, that the middle cloth in the mainſails of the 
above two ſloops were black; and this deponent ſayeth, 
that the largeſt ſloop, he believes, had fourteen cannon mount- 
ed, and the ſmalleſt floop had twelve cannon mounted, and 
that both ſloops were full of men. And further this depo- 
nent ſayeth not, RICHARD BURRELL, 


Sworn before me this 3d 


day of May 1776. JohN BouRKE. 


Copy of the depoſition of John Coffell, maſter of the floop Nancy. 


Black River, Muſquito ſhore. 1T. 

PERSON ALLY appeared before me, his Majeſty's chief juſtice 
of the peace for the ſaid ſhore, John Coffell, maſter of the 
ſloop Nancy, who made oath on the Holy Evangeliſts of Al- 
mighty God, depoſeth and ſayeth, that on the twenty-ninth 
day of April laſt, being off Brewer's lagoon, in the ſloop 
Nancy, whereof this deponent was maſter, at about ten 
o'clock at night he ſaw two fail to the north- eaſt lying to with 
their heads to the northward, about eleven o'clock they tack- 

ed, 
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ed, and the ſmalleſt of the ſloops bore down and fired a gun, 
and brought the ſloop Nancy to, and hailed, enquiring where 
they came from, and to where bound ? in which they were 
anſwered. She had colours at her maſt head, but this depo- 
nent could not diſtinguiſh of what nation: they immediately 
made for the large iloop, and in a little time ſhe came and 


. ſpoke to us, aſking many queſtions, as, if we had any flour 


on board, and if there was any veſſels at Black River, and 
How Bonaca bore, and many others that this deponent could 
not underſtand ; the ſloops kept cloſe together, as if conſult- 
ing, until about four o'clock on Tueſday morning, they dif. 
miſſed this deponent; when he, this deponent, ſtood in for 
the land, the two ſloops ſtanding the ſame way under eaſy 
ſail, and at day-light the large ſloop hoiſted a Dutch flag, the 
other anſwered with the ſame ſort of colours, and directly they 


- hauled them down and made fail for Black River, when this 


deponent bore away alſo for the ſame place; the two {loops 
anchored there, before this deponent could reach it ; there 
was another ſloop at anchor cloſe without them, with Engliſh 
colours hoiſted, which ſloop this deponent has been fince in- 
formed, was the ſloop Morning Star, David Miller maſter; 
this deponent paſſed cloſe under the large ſloop's ſtern, when 
they ordered him to bring to, and told him they were priva- 
'teers ; this deponent told them he would bring to when he 
ſhould have room; at ſame time, a launch full of men with 
ſmall arms, &c. came and hooked the quarter rail, but the 
veſſel being under too much ſail for the launch, the man who 
held the boat-hook was obliged to quit his hold, and leave the 
boat-hook behind; they then diſcharged ſeveral ſmall arms, 
and deſired the other ſloop to fire on us; this deponent deſired 
his people to lie low, when ſhe diſcharged three or four can- 


non at the ſaid ſloop Nancy, at the ſame time curfing in the 


Spaniſh language: The ſloop Nancy was preſently out of 
their reach, and this deponent faw them preſently board the 
loop that had Engliſh colours, and ſaw them inſtantly hauled 
down, which ſloop this deponent hath been fince informed, 


Was the ſloop Morning Star, David Miller maſter ; by the 


whole behaviour of the two firſt mentioned ſloops, this de- 
ponent verily believes them to be Spaniſh ſloops. And further 
this deponent ſayeth not. JohN CoFFELL, 


Sworn before me this 6th 
day of May 1776. Jokx BovkkE. 


I have examined the above depoſition, and compared it with 
the original, and find it to be a true copy JohN BoURKE. 
2 Some 


A. 1777. l 


Some notice having been taken in the public prints, of 
the facts contained in theſe papers, the following Recapitula- 
tion appeared, which it is thought neceſſary to ſubjoin: 


THE capture of the Morning Star, belonging to Doctor 

Irving and myſelf and my conduct in my application for re- 
dreſs having been greatly miſrepreſented, both in and out of 
Parliament, I ſubmit the following ſtate of facts to the public, 
who may then judge for themſelves, how far any of their ſer- 
vants have been culpable; and whether in my appeal to Par- 
liament, I have been guilty of that indecent hurry of which 
I am accuſed. 
Lord Halifax, when ſecretary of ſtate, 1n a letter to the 
governor of Jamaica, dated Dec. 9, 1763, ſays, “ The Muſ- 
quito ſhore is a Britiſh ſettlement, and as ſuch is to be main- 
tained and encouraged,” 

Lord Dartmouth ſent inſtructions to the governor of Jamai- 
ca, in Auguſt 1775, for eſtabliſhing a legiſlative council, on 
the Muſquito ſhore, to be choſen by the inhabitants. 

Dr. Irving and myſelf, induced by the above arrangement, 
failed from Graveſend on the 13th of November 1775, with 
a deſign of ſettling on the Mutquito ſhore, not entertaining 
the moſt diſtant tuſpicion, that our property would not be 
equally protected there as in any other part of the Britiſh do- 
MINIONS. | 

On the 3oth of April laſt, the Morning Star was laying 
at anchor, under Britiſh colours, in the road of Black River, 
the principal ſettlement on the Muſquito ſhore, and in fight 
of the. King's houſe, and was there forcibly ſeized by two 
armed ſloops under Dutch colours; at the ſame time one of 
their boats chaſed the Nancy, a ſmall ſloop belonging to 
Black River: John Coffel, maſter of the Nancy, and Rich- 
ard Burrell, who was a paſſenger in her, both depoſed, that 
the boat was at one time ſo near as to hook the Nancy's quars 
ter-ra1il, and that the crew were Spaniards ; every man who 
has ever ſeen a Spaniard, muſt know that they could not be 
miſtaken. | 

The inhabitants of Black River, conſcious that the Mor- 
ning Star had never been employed in any illicit trade, were 
greatly alarmed ; they conſidered the capture as a direct at- 
tack on the colony, and applied to the ſuperintendant to aſs 
ſemble the legiſlative council : that council which (I am told} 
Lord North aſſured the Houſe of Commons never exiſted, 

met, 
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met, adviſed the ſuperintendant to ſend an expreſs to Jamaica, 
with an account of this daring and unprecedented outrage, 
and laid a tax upon the colony, for defraying the expence, 

The depoſitions of John Coffell, Richard Burrell, and 
ſome other _— who ſaw the tranſaction, were ſent to the 
governor of Jamaica (the colony being at preſent an appen- 
dage to that government) but both the governor and admiral, 
for reaſons beſt known to themſelves, were of opinion, that 
the Morning Star was taken by North American privateers ; 
and no ſtep was taken to reclaim the veſſel and ſeamen, until 
Doctor Irving arrived in Jamaica, on the 19th of September, 
and fortunately met with Frederick Sund, one of the ſeamen 
taker in the Morning Star, and who had eſcaped from Car- 
thagena : this man made oath to all the particulars of the 
capture before Thomas French, cuſtos and chief judge of the 
court of common pleas of Kingſton in Jamaica. 

The goyernor, unable to reſiſt ſuch poſitive proof, applied 
to admiral'Gayton, who, after a delay of another month, 
ſent a frigate to Carthagena, but poſitively refuſed to permit 
Doctor Irving to go in the frigate to aſſiſt the captain in his 
application for redreſs. | 

The Spaniſh governor, contrary, in all probability, to the 
wiſhes of Sir Baſil Keith and admiral Gayton, acknowledged 
the capture, but ſaid he had no power or authority to order 
reſtitution, 5 Ib 5 : 

Having taken the earlieſt opportunity of returning to 
England, I got to London, September 24, and next day 
preſented a memorial to Lord George Germaine, with an at- 
teſted eſtimate of the actual loſs immediately ſuſtained, 
amounting to 2659 l. 12s: 10d. ſterling, beſides the total 
ruin of our project; his Lordſhip .acquainted me with 
the opinion of Sir Baſil Keith, that the Morning Star was 
taken by North American privateers. I ſhewed him the af- 
fidavits of John Coffell and Richard Burrel; but his Lord- 
ſhip choſe to give more credit to the vague ſuſpicion of 
the governor of Jamaica, than to my poſitive aſſurances, as 
a ſpectator of the tranſaction, ſupported by the cleareſt evi- 
dence the nature of the caſe would admit, or which there was 
at that time any probability of ever obtaining. His Lordſhip 
ſeemed extremely defirous of not making any immediate ap- 
plication to the court of Spain, and in deference to the criti- 
cal ſituation of this country at that time (for the accounts of 
our ſucceſſes in America were not then arrived) I did not then 
preſs the matter farther. 
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I received Frederick Sund's affidavit on the 17th of De- 
cember, and wrote immediately to Lord George Germaine, 
incloſing a copy of it. I ſaw his Lordſhip on the 19th, when 
he ſeemed ſtill deſirous of making further delays ; but being 
preſſed by me for redreſs, referred me to Lord Weymouth, 
to whoſe department he told me it belonged, to make appli- 
cation to the court of Spain. | 

I aw Lord Weymouth by appointment ſoon after, who 
told me that the firſt knowledge he had of the affair was by a 
copy of Doctor Irving's petition to the governor of Jamaica, 
and of Frederick Sund's affidavit, tranſmitted to him from 
the Admiralty; that he had immediately ſent them to Lord 
Grantham ; that the papers which I had put into his hands 
ſhould be ſent that evening; and that as ſoon as any anſwer 
arrived from the court of Spain, it ſhould be communicated 
to me: this laſt part of his Lordſhip's promiſe has never been 
performed; but I willingly impute the negleC to hurry of 
buſineſs. | 

The propriety of Lord Weymouth's conduct in the affair 
of Falkland's iſland makes it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that if 
the repreſentations to the court of Spain, on the preſent occa- 
fion, have not been made with becoming ſpirit, it is not his 
Lordſhip's fault. | | 

I am aſſured that Lord North told the Houſe of Commons, 
that the Spaniſh miniſter denied any knowledge of the affair 
in the month of January. The Morning Star was taken on 
the 20th of April, and carried directly to Porto-Bello and 
Carthagena. Can any man believe that a Spaniſh governor 
dared fo long neglect informing his court of the capture of a 
Britiſh veſſel in ſo unprecedented a manner ? 0 

Great pains have been taken to repreſent the whole affair 
as a complaint of a private injury, in order that adminiſtra- 
tion might ſhelter themſelves under the ſhallow pretence, that 
did not continue to harraſs them with daily applications for 
redreſs, from the 25th of September to the 17th of Decem- 
ber; but this is by no means the caſe ; the Britiſh flag has 
been inſulted ; Britiſh ſeamen have been made captives in the 
moſt barbarous and diſgraceful manner, and the very exiſtence 
of a colony, capable of being made equal to any in the Weſt 
Indies, is at ſtake. | 

I conceive that I diſcharged my duty to the public, by 
communicating to his Majeſty's miniſters, as early as poſſible, 
all I knew of the matter ; if the negotiation has languiſhed 
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in their hands, it is to be hoped the day will arrive, when 
they ſhall be made anſwerable for it. 
Oxingdon-ſireet, March 4. 1777. ALEX, BLAIR. * 


* The following anſwer was publiſhed to the above paper, 


To ALEXANDER BLAIR, Eſq. 

SER, 

YOU have appealed from the miniſters to Parliament, and from Parliament to 
the people : An individual has, therefore, a right to aſk you to explain certain 
terms in which your information is conveyed. You fay, © Lord Dartmouth 
c. ſent inſtructions to the governor of Jamaica, in Auguſt, 1775, for eſtabliſhing 
« a legiſlative council oa the Muſquito thore, to be choſen by the inhabitants,” 
If we are to underſtand by a legiſlative council, a council veſted with the powers 
of legiſlation, and Lord Dartmouth really did ſend an inſtruction to the governor 
of Jamaica, to eftabliſh ſuch a council on the Muſquito ſhore, his Lordſhip is 
the firſt ſecretary of ſtate that ever aſſumed the authority of eſtabliſhing a legiſ- 
lature by an inſtruction, Hitherto there have been but three modes of conſtitut- 
ing legiſlative bodies, known to the conſtitution; his Majeſty's commiſſion or 
charter under the Great Seal, and an act of parliament : but you tell us of a 
more compendious mode than either; an inſtruction from a ſecretary of ſtate, 
How very idle was it to apply to Parliament for authority to veſt a governor and 
council with legiſlative powers in Quebec, when it ſeems the council alone might 
have been fully poſſeſſed of them by an inſtruction from a ſecretary of ſtate ; and 
this too in a place where there neither is or ever was a governor, or other perſon 
commiſſioned by his Majeſty. | 

You call the ſettlements on the Muſquito ſhore a colony. Can you tell us by 
whoſe authority this colony was eſtabliſhed ? Where is the charter or commiſſion 
recorded that grants the foil, and deſcribes its boundaries? Has the crown ever 
granted a fingle acre of the lands? Or is there a man in the country that has a 
legal title to one inch of what he poſſeſſes or lays claim to? When you have an- 
ſwered theſe queſtions, and explained the nature of the legiſlative powers with 
which the council is veſted by Lord Dartmouth's inſtruction, the public will be 
able to judge whether Lord North was right in refuſing to allow the council choſen 
by the traders to the Muſquito ſhore from among themſelves, to be a legiſlative 
council, and to call ſettlements made without authority, and without a legal 
title, a colony. AN IN DIVIDVAILI. 


. 


ALTHOUGH I do not think myſelf obliged to anſwer anonymous letters, | 
ſhall reply to this; declaring at the ſame time, that for the future, I will not 
take the leaſt notice of any letter to Which the writer does not ſign his name. 

AN IN DIVI DV AI begins with afk:irg for ſome explanations, and afterwards 
propoſe a long ſtring of queries, with an exulting confidence, as if they were un- 

anſwerable. 

In the firſt place, as to the legiſlative council, J aſſert, that during my reſi- 
dence on the Muſquito ſhore, from the middle of February to the latter end of 
July laft, there exiſted a. council veſted with the powers of legiſlation, and actual) 
exerciſing thoſe powers in conſequence of inſtructions from Lord Dartmouth to 
the governor of Jamaica : if either Lord Dartmouth in ſending ſuch inſtructions, 
or the governor of Jamaica in executing them, exceeded their authority, iti 
their buſineſs to anſwer this point. The council conſiſted of the ſuperintendant, 
appointed by the crown, who fat as preſident, and had a voice, but no negative 
and of twelve perſons, choſen, (according to the inſtructions) by the inhabitants 
to repreſent them for three years : this council likewiſe heard cauſes, by appeal 
from the inferior courts of juſtice, Under theſe circumſtances, (notwithſtanding 


the cenſure of An INDIviovar) I ſhall ſtill continue to call it a legiſlative ger 
| 5-0 
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cil : nor do I conceive it unconſtitutional or ſimilar to the council of Quebec, 
which required an act of parliament to give it validity; in the one caſe the mem- 
bers are choſen by the people, who are to be bound by their acts; in the other, 
they are named by the crown, and removeable at pleaſure. 

AN IN DIVIPVAI aſſerts, that there never was on the Muſquito ſhore a go- 
vernor, or other perſon commiſſioned by his Majeſty, My anſwer is, that ever 
ſince the year 1741, there has been a ſuperintendant, with a falary of gool. 
ſterling a-year, an allowance of 5ool. a-year for contingencies, and 3ool. a-year for 
preſents to the Indians, all paid by Great Britain; whether his commiſſion is 
ligned by the King, or by any other ſervant of the public authorized by the 
King, is very immaterial ; but if that will not ſatisfy An INVDIVIDVAL, I 
muſt inform him, that a detachment of the 49th regiment was ſtationed on the 
Muſquito ſhore, for upwards of twenty years; and that a regular commiſſion of 
the peace has been iſſued, in his Majeſty's name, under the great ſeal of the iſland 
of Jamaica, witneſſed by the governor, from time to time. 

Ax Ixpivipuar ſeems diſpleaſed with me for calling the Muſquito ſhore 
& a colony.” It he likes Lord Halifax's appellation better, he has my permiſſion 
ſill to diſtinguiſh it by the name of “ a Britiſh ſettlement 3” all I with to prove 
is, that ſuch arrangements had been made reſpecting that country, as gave Doc. 
tor Irving and myſelf a right to expect that our property would be protected in it, 

Notwithſtanding the ſhyneſs of adminiftration to aſſert the right of the nation 
to the Muſquito ſhore, I am fully convinced that our title to that country is as 
clear and unqueſtionable as our title to any of our other poſſeſſions in America. 
The Spaniards never had any footing on the Muſquito ſhore. The country was 
voluntarily ceded to us, by the unconquered natives, in the reign of King Charles 
the Firſt, This ceſſion has been frequently confirmed; the Indians acknowledge 
themſelves ſubject to the crown of Great Britain; their chiefs receive cemmiſ- 
ſions from the governor of Jamaica, without which they are not allowed, even by 
their own people, to excrciſe any authority. Our title is confirmed by the fa- 
mous treaty of 1670; nor is it impeached by that of 1763, unleſs by thoſe who 
confound the Bay of Honduras with the Muſquito ſhore, which are perfectly 
diſtin.” 

The Muſquito ſhore extends from Cape Honduras to the northern branch of 
the river, by which the lake of Nicaragua diſcharges itſelf into the ſea, being 
upwards of 500 miles in length; the breadth is various; but I believe I am well 
grounded in ſaying, that in almoſt the whole of this extent there is no Spaniſh ſet. 
tlement within an hundred miles of the fea. The country is well watered by many 
large rivers, and is very happily ſituated for producing cotton, indigo, rice, and many 
other valuable commodities. The face of the country is at preſent covered with 
immenſe foreſts of excellent timber, fit for ſhip-building, and other uſeful purpoſes. 

AN InDIvIDUAL aſks, what legal title any man on the Muſquito ſhore has 
to the lands he poſſeſſes? Bred to arms, and having ſpent the beſt part of my life 
in that profeſſion, T am not much acquainted with the nice diſtinctions of the law, 
but I will venture to aſſert, that in caſe the ſettlers on the Muſquito ſhore have not 
a legal title to their lands, moſt of them have a juſt and equitable title. Govern- 
ment having never thought proper to eſtabliſh any office, to which the ſettlers 
could apply for grants of land, it has been uſual for them to apply to the Indian 
chief, in whoſe diſtri& they choſe to ſettle, who, with the conſent of his tribe, 
granted ſuch lands as were wanted, Theſe lands were entered on the records kept at 
Black River, and are conſidered as probfs that the ſettler had the conſent of the 
neighbouring Indians. This, with poſſeſſion, cultivation, and the conſent of the 
King's officers in the ſettlement, is ſurely a ſufficient title to ſatisfy An Inpi- 
VIDUAL. 

There are in Lord George Germaine's office authentic papers, containing the 
fulleſt information reſpecting the Muſquito ſhore, If I have miſrepreſented any 
thing, it will be eaſy, by the help of thoſe, to refute me. 


Oxenden-fireet, March 13. Arx. BTAII. 
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Some account of the Britiſh ſettlement on the Muſquito ſhore, -=-< 
Drawn up for the uſe of government, in 177 3. 


By BRIAN EDwaARDs, E/q. of Jamaica. 


HAVING the honour of a ſeat in his Majeſty's council 
of this iſland, it has lately fallen to my lot to be nominated 
in a committee appointed to enquire into the riſe of ſome diſ- 
turbances and diſputes among the Britiſh inhabitants on the 
Muſquito ſhore. In this capacity many letters and papers of 
importance have been ſubmitted to my inſpection, and ſundry 
examinations of perſons taken before me, from whence, and 
from other very authentic and well-ſeleted information, 
communicated to me by ſome intelligent friends who reſided 
many years on the ſpot, * I have ſtated the following par- 
ticulars, which, I truſt, not only prove, beyond all contra- 
diction, the right of the Britiſh crown to the ſovereignty of 
this delightful and moſt valuable country, but alſo ſhew that 


ſuch advantages will neceſſarily reſult to our revenues, com- 


merce, and navigation, from its further ſettlement and im- 
provement; ſuch eaſy channels be opened from our poſſeſſion 
of it, of attacking the Spaniſh dominions in time of war, 
and ſuch grateful returns be made to the private adventurer, 
for whatever ſums may be expended in its cultivation, as well 
deſerve the moſt ſerious attention of government. Left, 
however, it ſhould be ſuppoſed that my duty, as one of his 


Majeſty's council, requires me to ſuppreſs every information 


which I have received on this occaſion, I think it neceſſary to 
premiſe, that I have ſtated no one fact or circumſtance, but 
what 1s of public concern to the inhabitants of Great Britain, 
and of common notoriety on the Muſquito ſhore.---But tho 


I have ſtrictly obſerved this rule throughout the whole of this 


paper, I think myſelf, at the ſame time, free to declare, that, 
neither in my capacity abovementioned, or otherwiſe, have I 
yet met with any information, reaſoning, or occurrence what- 
ever, which either ought to, or can, in the ſmalleſt degree, 


invalidate or weaken the account which I am about to give. 
| FR With 


_—_— VE Rn 


* For the deſcription which follows of the country, and its native inhabitants, 
I am principally indebted to the Rev. Mr. W. who reſided ſome years on 
the Muſquito ſhere, and which I give chiefly in his own words, becauſe I cannot 
hope to add perſpicuity or force to his very fatisfaQtory and elegant account. 
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With this plea I proceed ;---and firſt, in regard to the right 
which Great Britain has to the dominion of this country, the 
following facts appear to me to be clear and uncontrover- 
tible:- namely, that the native Indians of this country have 
never been conquered by, nor did they ever ſubmit to, the 
Spaniſh government z---that the Spaniards never had any 
ſettlement among them; that, during the courſe of upwards 
of one hundred years, they have maintained a ſtrict and un- 
interrupted alliance and friendſhip with the ſubjects of Great 
Britain ;---that they have made a free and formal ceſſion of 
the dominion of their country to his Majeſty's predeceſſors, 
acknowledging the King of Great Britain for their ſovereign, 
before the American treaty concluded at Madrid in 1670 ;--- 
that this ceſſion of the Indians to the Britiſh crown, was ac- 
cepted on behalf of the King of Great Britain, has been fre- 
quently, and very formally repeated by the natives ;---and 
finally, that this accumulation of Britiſh right was not im- 
paired by the laſt treaty of peace. Theſe poſitions, I ſay, 
appear to me to be certain and indiſputable. 

The two firſt are admitted by the Spaniards themſelves. In 
regard to the next, namely, the alliance of the natives with 


the ſuhjects and crown of Great Britain, and their ſubmiſſion 


to its government, previous to 1670 ; the following circum- 


ſtances, which I preſume may be abundantly confirmed by 
original papers, now in the plantation office, are recorded by 
Sir Hans Sloane, who was himſelf preſent in Jamaica, when 
the Muſquito king, in perſon, applied to the Duke of Albe- 


marle, governor of that iſland, in the reign of James the 


Second, to renew his allegiance, and to crave protection. 
„The memorial and ſubſtance (ſays Sir Hans) of what he 
(the Muſquito king) and the people with him, repreſented to 
the Duke of Albemarle was, that in the reign of Charles the 
Firſt, the Earl of Warwick, by virtue of letters of repriſal, 
poſſeſled himſelf of ſeveral iſlands in the Weſt Indies, parti- 
cularly that of Providence (fince called by the Spaniards St. 
Catalina) which is ſituated in 139 10 N. lat. lying eaſt from 
Cape Gratias-a-Deos (vulgarly known by the name of the 
Muſquitos) between 30 and 40 leagues; which put the ſaid 
Earl upon all ways and means of future correſpondence with 
the natives of the ſaid Cape and neighbouring country, and 
in ſome little time he was ſo ſucceſsful as to gain that point, 
and prevailed with them ſo far as to perſuade them to ſend 
kome the King's ſon, leaving one of his people as hoſtage for 

| him, 
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him, which was Colonel Morris, now living at New York, 
The Indian prince going home with the ſaid Earl, ſtaid in 
England three years, in which time the Indian king died, 
and the natives having in that time had intercourſe and com- 
merce with thoſe of Providence, were ſoon made ſenſible of 
the grandeur of his Majeſty of Great Britain, and how ne- 
ceſſary his protection was to them; and upon the return of 
the ſaid Indian prince, they perſuaded him to reſign up his 
authority and power over them, and with them unanimoufly 
declare themſelves the ſubjects of his ſaid Majeſty of Great 
Britain, in which opinion (continues Sir Hans) they have 
ever ſince perſiſted, and do own no other ſupreme command 
over them.” (Hiſt. of Jamaica, 1ſt edit. vol. 1. p. 76.) 

In the month of June 1670, the famous American treaty 


was ſigned at Madrid, of which the 9th article ſtands as 


follows : N 
The King of Great Britain, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
{ſhall have, hold, and poſſeſs, for ever, with full right of to- 
vereign dominion, property and poſſeſſion, all lands, coun- 
tries, iſlands, colenies and dominions whatever, ſituated in 
the Weſt Indies, or in any part of America, which the ſaid 
King of Great Britain, and his ſubjects do, at this preſent, 
hold and poſſeſs; ſo that in regard thereof, or upon any co- 
lour or pretence whatever, nothing may, or ought, ever to be 
urged, nor any queſtion or controverſy moved, concerning the 
ſame hereafter.” Let us ncw refer to the laſt treaty of peace, 
of which the 17th article is as follows: His Britannic Majeſty 
ſhall cauſe to be demoliſhed all the fortifications which his 
ſubjects ſhall have erected in the Bay of Honduras, and other 
places of the territory of Spain, 1n that part of the world, within 

four months after the ratification of this treaty, &c.“ 
From ignorance, as it would ſeem, that the firſt of theſe 
articles ever exiſted, or from ſome moſt unaccountable miſap- 
prehenſion and miſconſtruction of the ſecond, has ſolely ariſen 
any doubt of his Majeſty's juſt right to the ſovereignty of this 
country; for it muſt be remembered that the Muſquito ſhore,1s 
no part of the Bay of Honduras, nor was it ever eſteemed as 
ſuch by the Spaniards themſelves, as plainly appears by every 
chart of this coaſt in uſe among them. The Bay or Gulph 
of Honduras extends from C. Catoche in N. lat. 210, 
W. long. 80 20, (reckoning from London) to Cape Hon- 
duras, in lat. N. 16% and W. long. 85? 55, From 
Cape Honduras to the northern branch or mouth of the lake 
| Nicaragua, 
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Nicaragua, commonly called St. John's River, in lat. about 108 
25 lies the ſea coaſt of the country commonly called the Muſ- 
quito ſhore; a country on which the Spaniards never had any 
footing, claim of occupancy, or poſſeſſion, from the beginning 
of the world to this day. If they had, they relinquiſhed it 
by the firſt of the foregoing articles; for the native Indians 
of this country, who had happily preſerved their freedom and 
independency amidit the general carnage and deſolation which 
the Spaniards had ſpread over the territories around them, 
had already applied for, and obtained, the Britiſh protection; 
acknowledging the King of England for their ſovereign ; as 
we have already ſhewn : ſo that in fact they were included in 
the very words of the-above article ; being at that time, to all 
intents and purpoſes, ſubjects of the Britiſh crown. This 
their ſubmiſſion to the ſovereignty af Great Britain, was not 
only moſt folemaly renewed, hy the Muſquito King in perſon, 
to the Duke of Albemarle, when governor of Jamaica, as 
before ſtated, but it is a fact not to be denied, that they have 


made it a point to give to almoſt every ſucceeding governor, | 


freſh aſſurances of their allegiance: in conſequence of which, 
Great Britain did, for upwards of a century, afford them 
protection; and has for many years conſtantly diſtributed 
annual preſents among their native chieftans.---In the year 
1741, a regular eſtabliſhment of troops, under the command 
of a ſuperintendant, was fixed there ; and an adminiſtration 
of juſtice, by magiſtrates and courts of quarter ſeſſion, were 
conſtituted in 1744, which continued to ſubſiſt under the 
auſpices of government, 'till the laſt peace, when the troops 
and military ſtores were removed, and orders given to diſ- 


mount the guns, and diſmantle the fortifications which our 
people had built, for the protection of themſelves and their 


faithful friendly allies the native Indians, who were now to 
be expoſed to the implacable reſentment of a power from which 
they had every thing to dread, and by which, but for our pro- 
tection, they had long ago been exterminated. Theſe impo- 
litic orders were evidently grounded on a moſt unaccountable 
notion, that the Muſquito ſhore was part of the Bay of 
Honduras; an aſtoniſhing inſtance of inattention, to call it 
by no harſher name. As it is no part of the Bay of Hon- 
duras, ſo neither is it any part ©. of the territory of 
Spain in that part of the world; for, admitting the Spaniſh 
claim of prediſcovery of the whole of this coaſt, aided as it 
was, by the benevolent grant of Pope Alexander the Sixth, 
and admitting even (which I have ſhewn is not the caſe) _ 
tac 
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the ſubjects of England had no intercourſe with this country, 
revious to the concluſion of the American treaty in 1670, 
will it be pretended, in a nation ſo enlightened as ours, 
that circumſtances of this kind are ſufficient to juſtify the 
pretenſions of the Spaniſh crown to enſlave a free people, 
who, if not the ſubjects of Great Britain, are, by the laws 
of God, and the unerring dictates of human nature, free, 
at this day, to yield allegiance to what power they pleaſe ? 
Having thus briefly ſhewn, that the right of Great Bri- 
tain to the ſovereign dominion of this country 1s founded on 
the beſt of all titles, namely, the unreſtrained and ſponta- 
neous conſent of its free and antient inhabitants, I ſhall now 
give the beſt account I am able of the country itſelf. 
The ſea coaſt, as before deſcribed, extends from Cape 
Honduras to the northern branch of the Nicaragua, or Sr. 
phn's river, a ſpace of one hundred and eighty leagues, and 
if the diſtant mountains which bound the Spanith territories 
behind, be confidered as the inland line, Great Britain poſ- 
ſeſſes an extent of country here, more than half as large as 


the kingdom of Portugal, 


Of the preſent Britiſh ſettlements, the three principal are 
Black River, about twenty-ſix leagues nearly eaſt from Cape 
Honduras; Cape Gracios-a-Dios in lat. 14 54, about fifty- 
four leagues, nearly E. S. E. from Black River; and Blew- 


fields, about ſeventy leagues, nearly ſouth, from Cape Gra- 


cios-a-Dios. | 

From Blewtields to Black River, the country is generally 
flat for many miles fromm the ſea-coaſt ; but it riſes into hills 
much ſooner to the weſtward of Black River, and to the ſouth- 
ward of Blewfields. 

Every variety of animal and vegetable nature for uſe or 
beauty, for food or luxury, has heen moſt liberally beſtowed 
on this country. It 1s every where plentifully watered ; and 
the ſoil is almoſt every where fertile in a very uncommon de- 
gree, and capable of producing in the utmoſt perfection, 
whatever is produced between the tropicks. "The cotton buſh, 
the cocoa or chocolate nut, and venelloes, flouriſh ſpon- 
taneouſly all over the country. Indigo too, is a native, and 
appears to be of the ſame ſort with that of the neighbouring 
province of Guatimal, which 1s accounted the beft of any. 
The ſugar-cane arrives here to as great perfection as in any 


of the iſlands; and the quantity of mahogany and ſarſaparilla 


annually exported from hence to Great Britain, renders the 
ſettlement already an object of no ſmall importance in the ſcale 
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of her commerce and navigation. The rivers and coaſts 
abound with excellent fiſh ; and the fineſt turtle, both for food 
and ſhell, is found here in greater plenty than in any part of 
the known world. To which it may be added, and it is a cir- 
cumſtance of no ſmall utility in an infant ſettlement, that 
the mouths of many.of the principal rivers produce a prodi- 
gious quantity of oyſters, both of the mangrove and flat 
ſpecies : of the latter fort, there are banks that appear inex- 
hauſtible ; ſo that, with regard to food, the inhabitants of 
this country ſeem almoſt to be exempted from the general 
curſe entailed on our firſt parents. 

In 1770, there were, excluſive of the natives, about 1400 
inhabitants, ſubjects of Great Britain, of whom 206 were 
whites, about as many more of mixed blood, and about goo 
ſlaves. Of theſe, 136 whites, 112 mixtures, and about 600 
ſlaves, were at, or within a few miles of, Black River; 
which however is, in almoſt every view, one of the moſt in- 
eligible fituations for a capital; and, indeed, it became the 
firſt ſettlement, chiefly on account of what cauſes this ineli- 
gibility; its nearneſs to one extremity of theſhore, and there 
being only about fix feet water on its bar, having rendered 
this river the readieſt and ſafeſt retreat for our logwood cut- 
ters, who were driven from the bay of Honduras in 1730. 

Blewfields has very greatly the advantage over Black Ri- 
yer in ſeveral reſpects, and bids fair to become a place of 
importance. There is generally twelve or thirteen feet water 
at the entrance into the harbour. The Bluff, an extenfive 
rocky eminence of very eaſy defence, has naturally almoſt 
every requiſite for a town ; and preſents ſo bold a bank to the 
harbour, that veſſels of any burthen may lie cloſe to it when 
they load ; and ſeveral noble rivers, after having watered 
ſome of the richeſt land, perhaps, in the world, empty them- 
ſelyes into the vaſt lagoon, of which this harbour 1s part, 
But it is full of worms, and much too far to the ſouthward, 

The harbour of Cape Gracios-a-Dios is formed by an arm 
of the ſea, large enough to hold the navy of Great Britain, 
and open only from E. by S. to S. S. W. from which points 
the wind ſeldom blows there. The inhabitants live on the 
edge of a very large ſavanna, perpetually covered with the 
moſt fattening paſturage, and bounding on the river Wants, 
which ariſes very near the South Sea, and after ſucceſſively 
paſſing the Spanzards, Indians friendly to the Spaniards, In- 
dians friendly to us, and Muſquito Indians, rolls over a ſhal- 
iow bar into the ſea at this cape. | 
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The ftrength of current, and various courſe of this river, 
and many other obſtructions to meaſurement of diſtance, 
make 1t very difficult to aſcertain the breadth of the conti- 
nent; but mules have been brought down to the cape from a 
place ſuppoſed to be conſiderably more than an hundred 
leagues up the river, from whence it is ſaid to be only two 
days ride through the woods to the Spaniſh city of Leon. 

There are, ſeveral ſmall ſettlements between this Cape and 
Blewfields, and one ſtill farther to the ſouthward. 

The Muſquito Indians, properly ſo called, and who have 
been ſo juſtly remarkable for their fixed hereditary hatred of 
the Spaniards, and attachment to us, were formerly very nu- 
merous; but they were much reduced ſome years ago by the 
ſmall-pox. Their preſeat number is from ſeven to ten thou- 
ſand fighting men, formed into different tribes, both by na- 
ture and policy; by nature, from the general diſtinction of 
pure Indians and Samboes; by policy, as living and acting 
under ſeveral chieftains, called king, governor, general and 
admiral, each of whom has a different territory, and nearly 
independant juriſdiction, though the king has an imperfectly 
defined ſupremacy both in power and dominion. ; 

The general's people are Samboes, and ſtretch from Black 


River to near Cape Gracios-a-Dios. The king's chief reſi- 


dence 1s about twelve leagues ſouth of the Cape ; his people 
are alſo Samboes, and his immediate precinct reaches to the 
Cape, and runs far up the country. The governor's pre- 
cinct joins to the king's, and extends between twenty and 
thirty leagues to the touthward, 'till it meets the admiral's. 
The people under theſe chieſtains are pure Indians. 

The Samboes are ſuppoſed to derive their origin from a 
Guinea-ſhip, which, it is ſaid, was wrecked on the coaſt 
above a century ago. Certain it is, that their hair, com- 
plexion, features, and make, _ prove an African an- 
ceſtry ; from whom they have alſo inherited ſome of the 
worſt characteriſticks of the worſt African mind; for they 
are generally falſe, deſigning, treacherous, knaviſh, impudent 
and revengeful. 

The pure Indians are fo called, becauſe they are free from 
any mixture of negroe blood; and their general conduct 
gives a very favourable idea of Indian nature. They are 
ſeldom guitly of poſitive evil, and often riſe to poſitive good, 
when poſitive good does not require much exertion of mind. 
Their modeſty, docility, good faith, diſpoſition to friendli- 
neſs and gratitude, ought to engage equally our regard and 
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rotection; for the ſame virtues that render them amiable, 
will be likely to bring on their deſtruction from the enter- 
prizing ambition of the Samboes. 

The proper management of thoſe heterogenous people, 
watching over, guiding and tempering the Sambo reſtleſſneſs, 
and giving encouragement and activity to the inoffenſive, 
but indolent, diſpoſition of the pure Indians, ſeem to be ſome 
of the moſt important objects of our policy. | 

The Britiſh ſettlers have hitherto been employed chiefly 
in cutting mahogany, digging farſaparella, getting tortoiſe- 
ſhell, and purchaſing ſkins from the Indians; of which the 
far greater part has been ſhipped to England in Britiſh veſ- 
ſels. The exports in 1769 were about 800,000 ſuperficial 
feet of mahogany, 200, ooolb. of ſarſaparella, and 10, ooolb. 
of tortoiſe-ſhell. There is alſo a ſmall trade with the bor- 
dering Spaniards, and a few mules are occaſionally ſent to 
Jamaica. 

But a little encouragement would ſoon rouſe a more exten- 
five and liberal ſpirit ; the ſpirit of cultivation; which, even 
in the preſent ſtate of the colony, has begun to exert itſelf 
with the faireſt appearance of ſuccels ; a little induſtry would 
ſoon diſcover an almoſt inexhauftible variety of woods, gums 
and dyes, and the country abounds in very valuable ſhip 
timber, | | 
Much, however, remains ſtill to be done, before much 

benefit can be derived, either to the colony or to the mother- 
country, from what has been done already. Of the motives 
which have hitherto prevented the Britiſh miniſtry from gi- 
ving form and permanency to the ſettlement, and affording 
it that open countenance and full ſupport, under which it 


would certainly and rapidly riſe to a place of the firſt impor- 


tance, it becomes me, perhaps, to pronounce with caution ; 


but I hope I ſhall not offend in obſerving, that the dubious 
and unavowed plan of, conduct, with which government has 
conducted itſelf, in regard to this colony, ever fince the con- 
cluſion of the laſt peace, neither tends to its ſpeedy encreaſe, 
nor much redounds to the honour and dignity of a great and 
powerful nation. Either the native Indians have purchaſed 
our protection, by the ceſſion of their country, and an un- 
Interrupted allegiance of upwards of a century, or they have 
not. If they have, and the contract was reciprocal ; if the 
fulleſt — and ſupport was repeatedly promiſed them, 
on the part, and by the authority, of the Britiſh crown; if, 
in contequence thereof, they have hitherto received our peo- 
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ple with open arms, have conſtantly encouraged and affiſted 
them to the utmoſt of their power, always conſidering our 
enemies as theirs ; if, by theſe means, they have incurred 
the implacable reſentment, not only of the Spaniſh nation, 
but alſo of many powerful Indian tribes, in alliance with 
that crown, and intailed inevitable deſtruction on themſelves 
and their children, in caſe we now deſert them ; and finally, 
if the many advantages above ſtated, are likely to accrue to 
our commerce and navigation, from the poſſeſſion of this 
country; if theſe, I ſay, are facts notorious, (and no per- 
fon, I am perſuaded, who has any knowledge of the ſubject, 
will attempt to prove the contrary) it will, perhaps, be dif- 
ficult to aſſign a reaſon which bears even the colour of plauſi- 
bility, for the negle& and diſregard which is now ſhewn to 
theſe poor, friendleſs, and affe&tionate people, and to the in- 


tereſts of the Britiſh ſertlers- among them, who indeed are. 
now daily decreaſing, and if the preſent ſyſtem with regard 


to them is much longer purſued, muſt either quit the coun- 
try, or periſh in the ruin that ſeems to await them. | 

Confidered in every point of view, the deſertion of this 
colony appears impolitic and extraordinary. The eaſy means 
of attacking the Spaniſh dominions in time of war, and even 
ſhaking her vaſt empire in South America to the foundation, 
by the way of the lake of Nicaragua, afford ſo mighty a 
proſpect of conqueſt, wealth, and glory to the Britiſh arms, 
that I cannot perſuade myſelf government has ever been right- 
ly informed in a circumſtance of ſo great importance. I 
have been aſſured, if I am not greatly deceived in my recol- 
leon, that a veſſel of thirty tons has ſailed up to the en- 
trance of this lake, which very veſlel afterwards made a voy- 
age to Jamaica, From the interior boundary of the lake to 
the neareſt part of the South Sea coaſt, the diſtance does not 
exceed ten or twelve leagues, through a level country : it 1s 
true, indeed, the entrance into the river, from the harbour 
of St. John's, is {ſomewhat obſtructed by a bar, on which 
there are only five feet water; but the inconveniency reſult- 
ing from hence, may be cured ſurely in a great meaſure, in 
caſe an armament is ſent here, by conſtructing the tranſport 
veſſels for conveying troops up the lake with flat bottoms. 
The harbour above- mentioned, called St. John's, is very ca- 
pable of containing from ten to fifteen ſhips of war, with 
ſhallow water- births of about three fathom; and there 1s 
room enough for an hundred ſail of tranſports beſides, __ 
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will lie perfectly ſecure from the north and ſouth winds, the 


only dangerous winds on the coaſt. 

The harbour of Cape Gragios a-Dios has been mentioned 
already: but the fineft harbour in all the continent, from Hon- 
duras to Porto Bello, is undoubtedly the Boca-del-Tora; a 

lace not only capable of containing the whole navy of Great 

ritain with good anchorage throughout, but which has 
within it many excellent harbours, ſheltered from the wind 
at every point of the compaſs ; it commands a track of coun- 
try one hundred miles in extent, and joins a lagoon, called 
the Cherrique lagoon. The rivers that empty themſelves 
into this lagoon are indeed little known to any people ex- 
cept our Muſquito Indians, who ſay they have traced ſome 
of them — back to the Spaniſh ſettlements. They aver, 
that there is a lagoon on the South Sea coaſt, right oppoſite to 
the Cherrique lagoon, and that theſe lagoons have a commu- 
nication with each other, by means of ſome of the rivers 


above-mentioned : certain it is, that from a hill on the inte- 


rior banks of the Cherrique lagoon, there is a ſpacious pro- 


ſpect of both ſeas. The navigation into the harbour we are 
now ſpeaking of, will be attended with no kind of difficuly 
» ſhips of the largeſt tonnage, the ſmalleſt depth being five 
athom. 

But the lake of Nicaragua, beyond all diſpute, preſents 
the moſt obvious and certain channel of attacking the Spa- 
niards with ſucceſs in the richeſt of their South American 
ſettlements; and for this reaſon alone, if for no other, it is 
humbly inſiſted, the poſſeſſion of the Muſquito ſhore is an 
object of the greateſt importance to Great Britain — I was 
going to add, of more value than even the poſſeſſion of Gibraltar 
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During this feſnon, the following bill paſſed the Houſe of 
Commons ; but was poſtponed by the- Houſe of Lords for 
ſubſequent conſideration, We have inſerted it by deſire. 


A Bill, intituled An Af for procuring Accounts of all charitable 
Donations 0 the Benefit of poor Perſons, in the ſeveral Pa- 
try and Places within that Part of Great Britain called Eng- 


WHEREAS it is proper that the legiſlature, who 
ph are extending their enquiries into the ſtate and condi- 
tion of the poor, ſhould be informed of the ſeveral charita- 
ble donations for the uſe and benefit of poor perſons 3 which 
information cannot be effectually obtained without the aid 
and affiſtance of Parliament: | 

May it therefore pleaſe your Majeſty, 

That it may be enacted; and be it enacted by the King's 
moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
ſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, 
that a ſufficient number of printed copies of this act ſhall, 
as ſoon as conveniently may be after the paſſing hereof, be 
tranſmitted by George White, Eſq. one of the clerks of the 
' Houſe of Commons, to the clerks of the peace of every 
county, riding, diviſion, city, liberty, and place having clerks 
of the peace, in England and Wales; and that the ſaid ſeve- 
ral clerks of the peace ſhall, and they are hereby required, 
with all convenient ſpeed, to cauſe a ſufficient number of the 
Schedule, to this Act annexed, to be printed, and delivered, 
together with a printed copy of this act, to every high con- 
ſtable, or, where there ſhall be no high conſtable, to ſuch other 
proper officer, who hath the execution of precepts from juſti- 
ces of the peace, within ſuch reſpective juriſdictions; and alſo 
to the town clerk, or other proper officer, of every eity, bo- 
rough, or place, and alſo to receive the anſwers and returns 
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made by the miniſter and churchwardens, purſuant to the 
directions herein-after given, and tran{mit ſuch anſwers and 
returns to the clerk of the Parliaments, with all convenient 
ſpeed, in order that the ſame may be inſpected by the mem- 
bers of both Houſes of Parliament, upon pain of forfeiting 
for. every neglect and default a ſum not exceeding Ten 
pounds, nor leis than Five pounds. Ez ß 

And be it further enacted, That the ſaid ſeveral high con- 
ſtables, town clerks, or other proper officers ſo deſcribed as 
aforeſaid, ſhall receive from the ſaid glerks of the peace the 
ſaid printed ſchedules, as ſoon as conveniently may be, and 
inter two or more of the juſtices of peace acting withig their 
reſpective limits, with ſome of the ſaid printed ſchedules, and 
at the ſame time produce and ſhew to them the faid printed 
act, in order that they may appoint à convenient time and 
place for the meeting herein- after dire&ed. ; and the juſtices 
are hereby required to appoint the fame, and to ſign the pre- 
cept contained in the faid ſchedule, as herein after mentioned; 
and every juſtice ſigning ſuch bree {ſhall receive one of the 
ad printed ſchedules; and the ſaid high conſtables, town 
clerks, or other proper officers, after receiving ſuch.precept, 
fhall fill up the blanks in the precept in every ſchedule, direct- 
ing the time and place for the meeting, in like manner as 
1 they ſhall be filled up by tlie juſtices, and ſhall, with all con- 
| | venient ſpeed, deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, one ſuch ſche- 
dule to the rector, vicar, or officiating minifter, and alſo to 
the churchwarden or churchwardem, chapelwarden or chapel- 
wardens, in every pariſh, townſhip, replace, within their re- 
ſpective limits; and, in places where there ſhall be no mini- 
ſter, churchwarden, or chapelwarden, to the overſeers or over- 
ſeer of the poor, if any ; and if there ſhall be no ſuch over- 
ſeer, to ſome ſubſtantial houſholder refiding within the ſame; 
and the ſaid High conſtables, town clerks, or other proper offi- 
cers, ſhall ſign their names at the foot of the precept con- 
rained in the laid ſchedule, under the words there written for 
that purpoſe, before they deliver the ſame, and ſhall attend 
che ſaid reſpective meetings, and then and there prgduce, the 
aid act, and receive the ſeveral anſwers and returns made by 
the miniſter and..churchwardens, and indorſe upon the back 
of each of them the name of the hundred, rape, wapentake, 
lathe, precinct, foke, franchiſe, liberty, city, town, or coun- 
ty corporate, wherein the pariſh, townſhip, or place, there- 

in mentioned is fituate, and tranſmit the ſame, together with 

da true and perfect liſt of the names of the miniſter and church- 
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wardens, overſeer, or houſholder, of every pariſh, townſhip, 


or place, to whom ſuch {ſchedules had been delivered by 
them reſpectively as aforeſaid, to the ſeveral clerks of the 
peace at the then next Michaelmas quarter-ſeffions of the 


peace or the adjournment thereof (which adjournment the ju- 


ſtices at ſuch Michaelmas quarter-ſeffions are required to 


make, to ſome convenient day within one calendar month af- 
ter ſuch Michaelmas quarter- ſeſſions, in caſes where any ſuch 
returns ſhall not be made at the ſaid Michaelmas quarter ſeſ- 


ſions) and every ſuch high conſtable, town clerk, or other pro- 


per officer,ſhall forfeit fox every default or neglect in the premi- 
ſes, a ſum not exceeding ten pounds, nor leſs than'five pounds, 
And be it further enacted. That the ſeveral juſtices of the 
eace, within their reſpective juriſdictions in England and 
Wales, to whom ſuch ſchedule ſhall have been defivered. as 
aforeſaid, ſhall, as ſoon as conveniently may be after receiy-- 


ing the ſame, and ſeeing this act, appoint a time and place, or 


times and places, which time or times ſhall be before the fif- 
teenth day of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
venty- ſeven, for the rector or vicar, or, in their abſence, fox 
the officiating miniſter and churchwardens or chapelward 20s; 
or for the overſeer or ſubſtantial houſholder,” as aforeſaid; 
within their reſpective juriſdictions, to attend them at'fuch 
meeting or meetings, for the purpoſes of this aft, with re- 
turns and anſwers to the queſtions ſtated in the ſaid ſchedule 
and two or more of the ſaid juſtices ſhall and are hereby re- 
quĩred to cauſe notice in writing to be given of ſuch meeting 
to ſuch miniſter and churchwardens or chapelwardens, over: 
ſeer or houſholder reſpectively, by their precept, as herein be- 
fore directed, twenty-eight days at leaſt before the day to bg 
appointed for ſuch meeting, requiring their attendance at ſuch 
meeting, for the purpoſes of this act; which precept ſhall be 
in the Form: or to the effect contained in the faid ſchedule. ' 
And be it further enacted, That the miniſter and church- 
wardens, overſeer or houſholder, as aforeſaid, of every ſuch 
pariſh, townſhip, and place, ſhall, and are hereby required to 


% 


and then and there 


ſigned by them, upon oath, a juſt and true account of all 
charitable donations for the benefit of poor perſons within 


— juſtices of the peace at ſuch meeting or meetings, 
t deliver to the ſaid juſtices, in writing, 


their reſpective pari es or places, diftinguiſhing, as far as 


may be; by whom, when, and in what manner, and for what 
purpoſe given; likewiſe whether ſuch reſpective donations 


were in land or money, and in whom now veſted, and what is 


the annual produce thereof reſpectively, by way of anſwer and 


152 return 


| 
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to receive and take the anſwers and returns ta be made by 


5 2 ] 2 
return to the ſaid queſtions, as before directed; and that 
every minifter and churchwarden, overſeer or houſholder, as , 
aforeſaid, making default in any of the matters hereby re- 
quired, ſhall, for every ſuch neglect or default, forfeit a ſum 
not exceeing ten pounds, nor leſs than flve pounds, at the diſ- 
cretion of the juſtice or juſtices before whom complaint 
thereof ſhall bemade : and in order to enable the ſaid miniſter 
and churchwardens, overſeers or houſholders, to make proper 
anſwers and returns, they are hereby authoriſed and impo- 


| | wered to call for and inſpect any degd, will, inſtrument, or 


other writing, relating to ſuch charitable donations, or any 
copy thereof, where the original cannot be had, which ſhall 
reſpectively be in the cuſtody of any perſon or perſons ta 
whom application ſhall be made for that purpoſe, and to make 
extracts of ſuch part or parts thereof reſpectively as ſhall be 
neceſſary for the purpoſes of this act; and in caſe any perſon 
or perſons, to whom any ſuch application ſhall be made, ſhall 
refuſe or neglect to permit ſuch inſpect ion, copies, or extracts 
to be made, the ſaid miniſter and churchwardens, oxerſeers 
and houſholders, ſhall make complaint thereof to the juſtices 
at their ſaid meeting, which juſtices ſhall farthwith ſummon 
the perſon or perſons, againſt whom ſuch complaint ſhall be 
made, to appear before them at a time and place to be ap- 
inted for that purpoſe by ſuch ſummons, before the then next 
Michaetmas quarter- ſeſſions, to which time and place ſuch 
meeting of the juſtices ſhall be adjourned, and to produce be- 
fore the juſtices at ſuch — ſuch deed, will, or other in- 
ſtrument, or copy thereof, or ſhew cauſe to the contrary ; at 
r meeting the miniſter, churchwardens, overſeers, and 
ouſholders reſpectively, making ſuch complaint, ſhall attend; 
and if ſuch deed, will, inſtrument, or copy, ſhall be produced, 
the ſaid minifter and churchwardens, overſeers and houſhol; 
ders, reſpectively, ſhall then and there inſpect the ſame for 


the purpoſes of this act; but if the ſame ſhall not be produ- 


ced, nor any ſufficient cauſe ſhewn to the contrary, to theſay 
tisfaQtion of ſuch juſtices, every perſon or perſons concealing 
or with-holding the ſame ſhall forfeit a ſum not exceeding ten 


pounds, nor leis than five pounds, at the diſcretion of the ju- 
ſtice or juſtices. before whom complaint thereof ſhall be ſo 


made. 1 yh 3 
And be it further enacted, That the ſaid juſtices. of the 

peace ſhall, and they are hereby alfa required, at ſych mect- 

ing or meetings ſo to be appointed by them as aforeſaid, 


the 


343 ] m_ | 
the miniſter and churchwardens, overſeers and houſholder® 
reſpectively, purſuant to the directions aforeſaid, and then 
and there adminiſter to them reſpeQively the oath contained 
in the ſaid ſchedule ; and ſuch juſtices, if they ſee cauſe, 
may examine ſuch miniſter and churchwardens, overſeers and. 
houſholders reſpectively upon oath, touching any of the 
matters contained in ſuch queſtions and anſwers; and the 
faid juſtices ſhall then deliver ſuch anſwers and returns to the 
reſpective high conſtables, town clerks, or other proper offi 
cers, as aforeſaid, in order that the ſame may be by them 
tranſmitted to the clerks of the peace, as herein is directed. 

And be it further enacted, That there ſhall be paid and 
allowed for the trouble and expences of the ſeveral perſans 
employed in the tranſactions aforeſaid, for every return 
which ſhall be ſo made and tranſmitted to the clerks of the 
peace, purſuant to the directions aforeſaid, | the ſums follow- 
ing, and no more; (viz.) to the.clerk of the peace, for 
the return which ſhall be made from every pariſh, townſhip, 
or place, the ſum of one ſhilling ; to the high conſtable, town- 
clerk, or other proper officer, for the like, the ſum of one 
ſhilling ; to the clerks of the juſtices of the peace, for the 
like, the ſum of ſix-pence ; and that the juftices of the peace, 
at their reſpective quarter ſeſſions which ſhall be held next af- 
ter Michaelmas, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
ſeven, ſhall, and are hereby required to make an order upon 
their reſpective -treaſurers, to pay the ſame out of the rates 
to be made and collected for the reſpective counties, ridings, 
diviſions, precincts, ſokes, franchutes,- hberties, cities, towns, 
and counties corporate. | 1 

And be it further enacted, That the ſeveral forfeitures and 
2 inflicted by this act ſhall, if not immediately paid, 

levied by diſtreſs and ſale of the offender's goods and chat- 
tels, by virtue of a warrant under the hand and ſeal of any 
juſtice of the peace having juriſdiction where ſuch offender 
ſhall dwell, rendering to the ſaid offender the overplus (if any) 
after the charge of ſuch diſtreſs and ſale ſhall be deducted; 
and in caſe ſufficient diſtreſs ſhall not be found, then it ſhall 
be lawful for ſuch juſtice to commit ſuch offender to the com- 
mon gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize for a 
term not excecding twelve calendar months, nor leſs than ſix 
calendar months, at the diſcretion of ſuch juſtice, unleſs the 
faid forfeiture and charges ſhall be ſooner paid; and the ſaid 
forfeitures, when recovered, ſhall be paid and applied one 
half to the informer, and the other half to the ſaid reſpeAive | 
: dreaturers, 


„„ 


treaſurexs, in aid of the rates aforeſaid; and any perſon ſhall 
be deemed a competent witneſs. for the execution of any of 
the purpoſes of this Act, notwithſtanding his paying, or being 
hable to pay to ſuch rates. 5 
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UESTIONS, to which Anſwers are to be returned by virtue of 
an at? paſſed in the ſeventeenth year of his Majeſty King George 

_ the Third, intituled, An af? for procuring accounts of all 
I charitabie donations, for the benefit of poor perſons, in the 
«© ſeveral pariſhes and places within that part of Great- Britain 
* called England.” „ 
: FIRST QUESTION. : 
WHAT charitable donations are there, for the benefit 
of poor perſons, within your pariſh (or place) by 
whom, when, in what manner, and for what particular pur- 
pale, were they given, to the beſt of your knowledge, infor- 
mation and belief? 95 | 5 
SECOND QUESTION. 

Were the reſpective donations in land or money; in whom 
are they now veſted; and what is the annual produce thereof, 
reſpec̃tively? ; | 
4 FORM of the OATH. 
you ſhall ſwear, that the anſwers and return now made 

®* by you, to the queſtions contained in the Schedule 


hereunto annexed, is a full and true anſwer to the ſaid 
queſtions, to the beſt of your knowledge, information and 


belief. N . 
Tux RETURN To BE ANXEXED To THE SCHEDULE. 


To be indorfed by the high. conſlable, town' clerk, or other proper ; 
Meer, receiving the returns from the juſtices. 


A NSWERS returned to the queſtions in the ſchedule an- 


2 nexed, from the pariſh (or place) of (in the 
| hundred; rape, wapentake, lathe, precin&, ſoke, franchiſe, 
liberty, city, town, or county corporate, of as 
the caſe hall; be) de dayof © | 


— * 
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Precept to the high conſtable, &c. appointing a day and 
place for taking the anſwers and returns, and requiring the 
attendance of the miniſter and churchwardens. = 


1 | To the conſtable or town clerk, "ORE or 3 
to wit. within the hundred (riding, diviſion, liberty, city, 
| town, as the caſe ſhall be) of _ in the ſaid 


county, in order to carry into execution an act made 
in the ſeventeenth year of the reign of his Majeſly 
King George the Third, for procuring returns of all 
charitable donations for the benefit of poor perſons. 


you are hereby required, with all convenient ſpeed, to 
give, or cauſe to be given, notice to the rectors and vi- 
cars, or officiating minſters, of every pariſh within your 
diftri& aforeſaid ; and in places where there ſhall be no mi- 
niſter or churchwarden, to the overſeer or overſeers of the 
poor; and if no overſeer, to ſome ſubſtantial inhabitant of 
ſuch place, by delivering to each of them a printed copy of 
the Schedule to the ſaid Act, with the time and place for the 
| meeting, filled up in the Precept, as herein appointed, that 
| they are required to appear at on the day 
of next, at the hour of in the forenoon, 
then and there to deliver upon oath, a juſt and true account 
of all charitable donations for the henefit of poor perſans 
within their reſpective pariſhes or places; diſtinguiſhing, as 
| far as may be, by whom, when, and in what manner, and 
F for what purpoſes given; likewiſe whether ſuch reſpeQive 
donations were 1n land or money, and in whom now veſted, 
and what is the annual produce thereof reſpectively; on 
pain of forfeiting a ſum not exceeding ten pounds, nor leſs 
than five pounds, for every negle& and default; and that 
they are authoriſed and impowered by the ſaid Act to call | 
for, and inſpect, any deed, will, inſtrument, or other wri- — 
ting, relating to ſuch charitable donations, or any copy there - 
of where the original cannot be had, which ſhall reſpectively 
be in the cuſtody of any perſon or perſons to whom they 
ſhall make application for that purpoſe, and to make ex- 
tracts of ſuch part or parts thereof reſpectively as ſhall be 
neceſſary for the purpoſes of the ſaid Act; and that in caſe 
X 5 any 
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any perſon or perſons, to whom any ſuch application ſhall 
be made, ſhall refuſe or neglect to permit ſuch inſpections, 
copies, or extracts, to be made, the ſaid miniſter, church- 
wardens, or ſuch other perſons aforeſaid, are to make com- 
plaint thereof to the juſtices at the ſaid meeting, who are 
by the ſaid Act td ſummon ſuch perſons to produce the 
' fame before them at a time and place to be appointed, when 

and where the ſaid miniſter, churchwardens, or other per- 

ſons making ſuch complaint, are to attend : and if the per- 
ſon, againſt whom ſuch complaint ſhall be made, does not 
produce the ſame, or ſhew good cauſe for his refuſal, to the 
ſatisſaction of. the juſtices, he is to forfeit a ſum not ex- 
. ceeding ten pounds, nor leſs than five pounds. Given under 
( 4 pi hands, the day of in the year of our 
1 Lord -” 


The above precept contains the notice which I am directed 
to give to you. : 


VN. B. The high conſtables, town clerks, or other proper 
. officers, before they deliver the Schedules, are required to 
fill up the blanks which ſhew the appointment of the day 
and place for the meeting, in the manner they are filled up 
by the juſtices who ſigu the precept. 


* 
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Db/ervations on the returns made by the overſerrs of the poor, "by 
' virtue of an att of the laſ? ſeſſion 5 and on the Bill for procur- 
ing returns of charitable- donations for the benefit of poor perſons. 
HE legiſlature, by virtue of an act of the laſt ſeſſion of 
1 Parliament, have procured an account of the money 


raiſed by the poor's rates within the year ending at Eaſter 


1776, which amount to no leſs than C. 1, ) 20, 316. 146. 4. 
including C. 37,656. 105. 8d. applied out of that ſum for 
the purpoſe of paſſing vagrants, and other county expences; 
. 80,296. 145. 7d. for the rent of workhouſes, and other 
ouſes for the poor; and J. 35,092 for the expences of liti- 
gations: which account has been abſtracted, and is now 
printing for the uſe of the members of both Houſes of Par- 
liament. 0 | | i 
The ſum thus raiſed upon the landed property of this 
kingdom (for perſonal eſtates contribute very little to it) is 
enormous: but it is to be lamented, that theſe very ample 
proviſions do not adminiſter that comfort and convenience 


to the poor, which might juſtly be expected from them * 
poſe 


many of the moſt neceſſitous and induſtrious being ex 
to want and diſtreſs, whilſt the idle and profligate find means 
of obtaining their ſupport from this money. | | 
When the charities given for the benefit of the poor ſhall 
be enquired into, they will be found to be very conſiderable z 
and, if faithfully applied for the purpoſes directed by the 
donors, will be the means of affording relief and ſupport to. 
great numbers of poor perſons, and in their conſequences 
of eaſing the poor's rates: but it is apprehended, that many 
of them are either-concealed, or very much perverted ; and 
It too frequently happens, that where there are the greateſt 
charities, idle perſons are induced to procure ſettlements in 
thoſe places, that. they may be entitled to the benefit of 
them, and by that means, inſtead of diminiſhing, increaſe 
the poor's rates. be. 2 
From theſe ſeveral circumſtances it appears, that there 
is ſomething capitally defective in the laws and police of 
this country, with reſpect to the relief and employment of 
the poor; for which, it is hoped, ſome ſpeedy remedy will 
be provided, Many attempts for that purpoſe have been 
made; but hitherto without effect: perhaps nothing can 
Vot. VI, | . contri- 
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3 
— more to the ſucceſs of any futnre endeavours, 


rfe& ſtate of the grievance. 
Wich rega rd to the poor ſupported by parochial levies, the 


expences, in every pariſh and place within England and 


ales, will —— from the returns Mready Pt procured ; and 
by the bill now depending in auen the like returns 
wall be | ad - of all charit; le donations, for the benefit of 
poor pe „ within every ſuch pariſh and place. 

When thoſe ſeveral returns ſhall be compleated, noble- 
and gentlemen will be enabled ta trace the burthens of 
under the rates, and alſo the a donations, 
ihe ſeveral pariſhes and places where their eftates lie 3 - 
and ll be naturlly led to enquire how thaſe great ſums 


l 


any charities ſhall appear nat to have been applied to 

the purpoſes for which they were given, it is not doubted but 

means will be found to compel the defaulters to a due appli- 

cation, according to the intent of the ſeveral danors.; Riel 

may be the means of reviving many charities, now funk and 

loſt, by — _— 1 otherwiſe ; and of . 

a W Ma Ve Crept into many Fs, by 

— —— and alſo "* affording relief to — di- 

families, who modeſtly conceal their neceſſities; and 
moreoyer may ultimately tend to reduce the poor's levies. 
This bill is propoſed io be executed and enforced by the 

ticey of peace, clerks of the peace, high conſtables, mini- 

a and churchwardens, much: 1 in the ſame manner as that 

of the laſt ſeſſions, for procuring returns from the overſcers 

of the poor; and as the. forms of the proceedings are fixed by 


the Schedule, it will be done with little yo and at a ver 


We moderate expence, conſidering the > magnitude of the 
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TO THE 


SIXTH VOLUME 


„5 of the diftributton - 


of money for any extraordina- 
ry expences in military ſervices 
for 1776 


ley and Drummond, of the inveſt- 
ment of money 267 

- of the Britiſh ſettlements 
So thes Muſquito Shore 328 to 337 
Adair, Mr. Serjeant, oppoſes the ſuſ- 
_ penſion of the Habeas Corpus act 


Adam, Mr. ſpeaks in favour of 11 
American high treaſon bill 
riſes to ex plain the words far 
enough 262 
Addrefs of the Houſe to the King on 
his ſpeech from the throne 47 
the King's anſwer thereto 48 
Africm Company offer a petition to 


the Houſe — 149 
— ordered to lie upon the table 
150 


Army extraordindries, debates there- 


on 225 to 280 


Archdeacon, Thomas, mariner, his 
depoſition concerning the affair of 
_ Capt, Blair — 318 
Aſtley, Sir Edward, oppoſes the inqui- 
ry into the affair of Capt. Blair 301 
Attorney General, calls Mr. Luttrell 
to order 67 
Vol. VL 


174 
delivered by Meſſrs. Hart- 


Attorney, Genebal, anſivered by Mr. 

| Luttrelf © | 68 

ſtrenuouſly oppoſes an en- 

quiry into the ſtate of the navy 27 

h = riſes in ſupport of the Ame- 

| rican high treaſon bill 168 

|  confiders rebellion as the 
- native growth of America ibid. 

deferids the- intended ſuſ- 

| penſion of the Habeas Corpus act 

234 

—— obſerves his having 8 
deſeribed as the framer of the bill 

25 

endenyours to j uſtify every. 

part of * 24352 

— — replies to Mr. Dunning 

Fr # 

Authentic papers, being copies of 7 3 
laſt eſtimates preſented to Parlia- 
ment of the yearly expences of 


—__ 


North America before the preſent 


war (See Eſtimates) 80 to 130 
Bacon, Mr. A. riſes in favour of the 
African Company's petition © 1 
Barre, Col. enquires into the powers 
with which Lord and deter: 3" 
were inveſted 
—— reads a paper Nia to SEE 
paſſed between Gen, Folge 
— Col. SE ; 


n 
'Yy | 


= Blair, 
X . caſe Cm 6 by Gov. Johnſtone | 
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"Barre, Col. afks adminiſtration why 
that affair was not made public 40 
— Lord North's anſwer thereto 


41 
— Eeclares he will be a watch up- 
on adminiſtration ibid. 
—=— arraigns the treaſury-bench with 
the want of manners 42 
. .o —- ſupports the motion for revr̃- 
fing the acts relative to 1 


— ſeverely attacks Mr. Wedder- 
burne 

inſiſts that government at home 

drove America into independency 


$9 
— in what manner that was ac- 


% 


— riſes to oppoſe the American 
high - treaſon bill 172 


| attacks the conduct of the war- 
_ office in the debates on the army 


\ , extraordinaries 276 
- — expoſes the inſatiable avarice of 
- contractors 278 


on the treaty with h Heſſe Caſſel 


279 

+ JEM Lo riſes in ſupport of 
the character of the war- office 276 
—— ſpcaks in defence of the 
army extraordinaries 278 
t. and Dr. Irving, their 


Þ 280 
1 Tacks a ſettlement on the 
* Muſquito Shore >. IBx 
their W ſeized by the 
5 | Spaniards 282 
Lord Dartmouth's pro- 
. ceedings thereon 284 
the right of Engliſhmen to 
ſettle on the Muſqui 
| " dered by: Gov. Jahnſtone 28 6 
— their petition not ſuffered 
to be read 5 302 


— copy of the petition 303 
5 —— his . to Sir Bafil Keith 
Th: 304 


- 


to ſhore, conſi- 


X. 
Blair, Capt. preſents a Amore to 
Lord George Germaine 305 


copy of the account of the 
damage preſented with the forego · 
ing memorial 306 
eſtimate of the loſſes — 
ſtained. — 
copy of a letter to at 
George Germaine zog 
copy of an affidavit of Fre. 


derick Sund — 310 
— of a letter to Lord 
Weymout — 12 
copy of another letter to 

Lord Weymouth 


copy of the proteſt of Da 
vid Miller, late maſter of the {loop 
Morning Star 214 

| copy of the depoſition of 
Thomas Archdeacon, mariner 318 
copy of the depoſition of 
David Lamb, ſurveyor 319 
copy of the depoſition of 
* Richard Burrell, mariner 320 
and of John Coffell, matter 
of the ſloop Nancy 321 
recapitulation of facts 323 
anſi er and reply thereto 


Buller, Mr. moves for 45,000 8 
for the year 1777 66 
— ſpeaks. further on that motion 
70 
Burrel, Mr. ſpoke a few words in 
' Favour of NS _ high trea- 
ſon bill _ 259 
Burrell, Richard, his depoſition on 
the affair of the Morning Star 321 
By ng, Mr. ſtates the ſyſtem of admi · 
niſtration reſpecting America 62 
Cavendiſh, Lord John, oppoſes the 
_ addreſs to the King on his ſpeech 8 
. lameots adminiſtration not 
| having liſtened to the cats 
of the Americans 9 
—N◻¶NUðùæpvViſdes for a foeedy 2 
with the Americans 
Cav endif, 


1 
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Cavendiſh, Lord John, reads the de- 
claration of Gen. Howe 49 
calls on adminiſtration to 
declare whether it was a truth or a 
forgery 50 
— is referred by Lord North 
to Lord G. Germaine, who believes 
it to be genuine ibid. 
congratulates the Houſe on 
ſuch an extraordinary meaſure, ibid. 
moves for a reviſal of all 
acts of Parliament relative to Ame- 
rica 51 
Chatham, Lord, difference of con- 
duct in him from what is found in 
the preſent ad miniſtration 291 
Clinton, Gen. his character ſupported 


by the Hon. T. Townſhend 1 
Caf. 


U, John, maſter of the ſloop Nan- 

cy, his depoſition in the affair of 
the loop Morning Star 321 
Convention between his Majeſty and 
the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel 152 
Conway, Gen. declares againſt the 
addreſs to the King on his ſpeech 46 
arraigns the folly of the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration in American 
affairs — 261 
Cooper, Sir Grey, on the American 
high treaſon bill 230 
—— defends the intended ſuſpen- 
ſion of the Habeas Corpus act 236 
Cornwall, Mr. ſpeaks to the bill for 


ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus act 


238 

moves for an amendment 
241 

- ſpeaks by way af explana- 
tion to that amendment 258 
Declaration of Gen. Howe in Ameri- 
ca ſor reſtaring peace | 49 
Dempſter, Mr. ſpeaks on the ſuſpen- 
. fion of the Habeas Corpus ad 231 
Dundas, Mr. (Ld. Advocate of Scot- 
land) ſpeaks warmly for the ſuſpen- 

. fion of the Habeas Corpus at 232 


Dunning, Mr. attacks Gen. Howe's 


declaration in America 
——— and the conduct of 
ration in that buſineſs 


04 


DP 


Dunning, Mr, oppoſes the American 
high treaſon bill 165 
argues in defence of the Ha- 
beas Corpus act ibid. 
urges the danger of giving 
too much power to the crown 167 
——— propoſes a new clauſe to the 
| bill for ſuſpending the Habeas Cor» 
pus act 239 
takes a view of the obvious 
import of the above bill 240 
A agrees to an amendment in 
the bill 231 
. replies to the Attorney Ge- 
neral 252 
accuſes the miniſtry of being 
divided in their own opinions 262 
his motion for a new claule, 
agreed to without a diviſion. 264 
Edwards, Brian, Eſq. of Jamaica, his 
account of the Britiſh ſettlememns 
on the Muſquito Shore . 328 to. 337 
Eſtimates reported and agreed towithe 
out any debate 76 
—— of North American expea - 
ces before the preſent v ar 80 
of the expences of barracks 
in America - 
— of the expences of furniſh 
ing the barrack-rooms, -and yearly 
expences of furniture, ing, 
&c. &C, — 82 
— — remarks On the eſtimate 
for fuel and candles, &. &, 84 
— remarks on the eſtimate ſor 
for an allowance to officers in lieu 
of lodging N 87 
— remarks on the eſtimates ſox 
furniſhing the barracks, &g. ibid. 
——— detail, ſhewing how the 
expence mentioned in the foregos 
ing eſtimate ariſes at the ſeveral 


— 


90 I 


polts ; and, firſt, at Quebec 88 
at the Three Rivers, and 
at Montreal and Chambly -]}. 
—— at Oſwegtachie and Nia- 

gara 2 | 92 
A at Detroit | 93 
at Michillimakinae 94 

1 . 2 | Eſtimate 


. 
ibid. 
® 


9 


 Effimate of the expences (in detail) 


at F e 95 
at Fort Stanwix and Fort 
6 


George - 9 
. Crown Point and Ticon- 

deroga = 9 7 
— atk Halifax 9 
— a Anapolis Royal 99 
at Fort Frederick 100 
— at Fort Cumberland ænd 


© Louifburgh 101 
at St. John's Iſland 102 
at Nobile 103 
at Penſacola 104 


PEST... at Apalackie and St, Au- 


guſtine 105 
2 -at Fort Chartres 106 
at Fort Pitt 107 


— at Fort Charlotte and Fort 
Prince George 108 
N at Fort 8 and Fort 
Frederick 109 
detail of the ex pence of 


3 


Eſtimate of the expences at Mobile, 
Fort Chartres, New Providence 


and Bermudas - 117 
incidental charges at ſun- 
dry places - ibid. 


of the expences of the 
works at the forts in the diſtrict of 
New-York for 1766 wrt 
at MidhiVimackinac ibid. 
- at Detroit and Fort Eric 
119 
at agen and Olwegat- 
120 

at Albany and Fort Pitt 
121 
——— of expenses attending a re- 
gular poſt to and from New York 
to Albany 123 


— — 


chie 


8 of the naval department 


on the Lakes for 1766 ibid. 
— — of the na val ſtores ncceſ. 
tary: for the veſſels on the Lakes 
124 


an allowance to officers, in lieu of - —P2 of the expence of ſending 


1 in garriſons where there 

are no office's barracks 110 
x Quebec and ranged = 
vers 
at Montreal, Halifax x a 

St. Auguſtine - 111 
— of expences attending two 


troops of Rangers for Georgia 112. 


— of expences occurred in 
one year in the department of 
the Commiſſary General of ſtores 

and proviſions at New-York 113 

So — at Albany, Fort Gearge 
and Edward, Crown Point and 
 Ticonderoga,ScheneRtada and F = 

© Stanwix 

2 at Eaſt End, Meida Sr 

Fort Breyerton, Fort Ontario — 


Onondago Falls, Oſwegatchie and 


Fort Willam Auguſtus, Niagara 
and Little Fapdings and Little 


Niagara f 11 
at Fort * Detroit, Mi- 
cChillimackinac, Penſ, lyania and 


ee 4 


119, 


ee to Auguſta, Prince 
George and Charlotte Forts 126 
of the -expences of the 
Quarter-Maſter General at New- 
York | ibid, 
— expence of commiſſary of 
muſters office for the northern and 


- 


center „ eee, 128 
or the ſouthern deparment 
4 1 29 


— of ordinary contingencies 
in Nova Scotia for one year 1 30 
— at Halifax 4 and its 
environs | | ibid. 
at Fort Cumberland I31 
of the contingent expences 
of the garriſon of Louiſburg, Iſland 
Battery, and Colliery 5: "mg 
of the annual expence of 
| ſtores and proviſions for _ 
ibi 
of the annnal expences of 
the hoſpital in the garriſon ot Que- 


=> 133 


Efizmaye 


„ 


Eſti mate of the expences attending 
the Brigadier-General's department 
in the northern diſtrict 134 
. of the annual expence of 
Fort Amherſt, St. John's Iſland . 
1 

of the ſuppoſed expence of 
the Quarter-M aſler-General's de- 
partment at Albany 137 
liſt of the officers of the 
northern department of Indian af- 
fairs 138 
—— of expences neceſſary for 
the repair of the ſeveral yards, &c. 
at Halifax in Nova Scotia 141 
——— of the total expences for 
one year 148 
w—— of invalid, officers wl- 

dows, &C. nes to the Houle 
ibid, 
Examination of evidence before a 
committee relative to the ſending 

lumber to the Weſt Indies 

| 268 to 274 
=—— — Mr. Alexander Douglas's evi- 
dence 268 
Mr. Molyneux” 8 (a mn" 


—— Mr. Chriſtopher 3 
ſtave merchant ibid. 
Mr. John Robert Hawkins, 
cooper 271 
Mr. Brooke Watſon's ibid. 
dir Robert Herries, banker 
and merchant 272 
—  Y Chriſtopher Baldwin, a 
merchant 273 


ſtave merchant 
Fielde, Mr. ſpeaks to the 1 
high-treaſon bill 


Fox, Mr. ſupports the conduct of — 
minority 


— his opinion of American inde- 


pendence ibid. 
— defires Lord North's concilia- 
tory motion to be read, which is 
read agcorgdingly 


Mr. Jacob Hagen, a pipe- 
274 4 
his remarks on the houſe 


45 


E © 
Fox, Mr, ſtates the advantages of Ay 


merican commerce - 46 
—— begs the Houſe not to adjourn 
till a motion of conſequence was 
made 


— 


ing the Houſe contemptuouſly 54 
conſiders the American high- 
treaſon bill as the firſt feene of the 
fifth at | 169 


— ſtates the dangerous effect of the 


above bill — 
— enlarges on the fatal el 
ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus's a 


2 2 the principles of che 
1 
— calls the attention of the Houſe 
to the court of France 249 
— aſſerts that more Americans are 
killed in the Gazette than in the 
field 250 
attacks Mr. Wedderburn and 
Mr. Adam 263 


— congratulates the Houſe on car- 1 


rying Mr. Dunning's new «clauſe 
to the high-treaſon a& 264 


— humourouſly attacks the Sclici- 


tor General ibid. 
ſupports Governor Johnſtone 
in his motion in behalf of Captain 


Blair, & c. 4 4 
Gaſcoyne, Mr. oppoſes the petition 
the African Company 1 50 


General Faſt, day appointed for one 


Germaine, Lord George, riſes to 2 5 


plain ſome queſtions relative to the 
tate of the armament 


Bourbon's aſſiſting America 44 


Howe's proclamation 1 in America 


6 


treaſon bill — 6 


——— endeavours to juſtify himſelf 


in the affair of Capt. Blair 


! 


300 


accufes adminiſtration of treat- 


9 s 
O _ 


riſes in defence of General 


preſents the American highs 


_ Ger» 


5 


Germaine, Lord George, receives a 
memorial from Capt. Blair 305 
receives another letter from 
the ſame perſon (See Blair) 309 
16 bd Mr. Serjeant, oppoſes the 
1 of the Habeas Corpus 
8 


233 
- ſhews its fatal 2 1m” 


"ry Marquis of, ſeconds Lond J. 
Cavendiſh in oppoling an addreis 
to the King 10 

Habeas Corpus act ſuſpended i in the 
American high-treaſon bill 165 

the Houſe in a committee on 

the ſuſpenfion of that act 230 

Hartley, Mr. W. drew a very mourn- 

ful picture of this 3 in its 
2 ſtate 72 

Hatton, Mr. ſeconds Mr. Nivelle's 
motion for an addreſs to the 9 

Herbert, Mr. C. oppoſes the reading 
of Capt. Blair's petition 302 

High- treaſon bill, American, notice 
given by Lord 1 of its ſpeedy 


appearance 151 
— : preſented wy” + Lord George 
| Germaine 156 


— Lord Mayor, &c. of Lon- 
duo, peti ion againſt it 235 
[Be Howe, Lord and Gen. their declara- 
tion in America 

' Johnſtone, Governor, ſeverely ar- 


raigns the conduct of adminiſtra- 


10 
afſerts the conqneſt of Long 
Sr my to be no mater of triumph 
| It 
— — urges the danger of a war 
with France and Spain ibid. 
conjiders the miniſter's ſpeech 
© as a compound of hypocriſy ibid. 
— his opinion of American in- 
dependency 
— oppoſes the American _ 
treaſon bill 


tion 


2 73. 
— riſeʒ in behalf of F Capt. Blas 


and Dr. Charles Irving 280 


12 + 


. 


Johnſtone, Gov. ſlates the hard cafe 
of thoſe two gentlemen ibid, 
— — conſiders the right of Engliſh. 
men to ſettle on the Muſguito 
Shore 284 
anſwers Lord North concern- 
ing the affair of the Morning Star 


Johnſtone, John, Eſq. oppoſes the 7 
merican high-treaſon bill 186 
argues againſt it on the ſecond 
reading 164 
——— laments the miſerable, de- 
graded and humiliated ſtate of this 
country 291 
Irving, Dr. Charles, his caſe as re- 
— reſented by Gov. Johnſtone (See 
lair) * — 280 
Keith, dir Baſil, letter of Capt. Blair 
to — 304 
Keppel, Admiral, repreſents the ex- 
treme diſagreeable — of 
public affairs 2 2 
King's ſpeech on the opening of the 
third ſeſſion of the fourteenth Par- 
liament 1 
Mr. Neville moves for an ad- 
dreſs of thanks for the ſpeech 6 
Mr. Hatton * the mo- 
tion 8 
oppoſed by 1 Lord J. Caven- 
| ibid. 
ſeconded by the Marquis of 
Granby 10 
Gov. Johnſtone remarks on 
the ſubſtance of the ſpeech 11 
— Mr, Neville's motion approv- 
ed of by Mr. Wombwell and op- 
poſed by Mr. Wilkes 12 
-the addreſs oppoſed by the 
Hon, T. Luttrell 18 
— dir H. Macworth in favourof 
the motion - 
Mr. T. Townſhend ſevere on 
adminiſtration - ibid, 


Lord North ſupports the = 


diſh 


— 


— "We 


tion; - 5 
— Vo, Barse calls upon "Lord 
North 


Fr 


BY 9 * 


t- 1 5 


North to anſwer an important queſ- 
tion 36 
King, addreſs to, Lord North anſwers 
it, and Col, Barre reſumes his ſpeech 


37 

Admiral Keppel laments the 
© fituation of our atfairs 42 
Lord G. Germaine endea- 
vours to vindicate the meaſures of 


government _, 43 
Mr. Fox oppoſes the addreſs 
4+ 

as does Gen. Conway 47 
the addreſs voted by a great 
majority — ibid. 
copy of the addreſs ibid. 
anſwer thereto 8 


4 

Lamb. David, ſurveyor, his depoſition 
in the affair of Capt. Blair 319 
Land-tax ſettled — 7 3 
Letters of Marque, bill paſſed for 
2 them 17 
Luttrell, Hon. Temple, oppoſes the 
miniſterial addreſs to the King 18 
A alludes to a cuſtom among the 
ancient Perſians ibid. 
—— and to the wiſdom of Ageſi- 
laus, king of Sparta 19 
laments the Houſe having ſup- 
ported ſuch deſperate meaſures 20 
relates the hiſtory of the ran- 


corous and bloody war of the Bo- 


hemians — 21 
ſhews the cauſe of our preſent 
decreaſe of natives 23 
—— Conſiders Ireland as an op- 
preſſed country | 24 
—— ſevere ſarcaſm on the firſt 
commiſſioner of the admiralty 25 
———— inſiſts that the Americans do 
not fight for independency ibid. 


accuſes adminiſtration of 
falſely ſtating the force of our na- 
vy — =; 
ſeyerely cenſures the firſt 


Lord of the admiralty 


7 
=—— — ſupports the right of freedom 


of ſpeech in the Houſe 68 
attacks Lord Mulgrave on 
his defence of Lord Sandwich 70 


Luttrell, Hon. Temple, makes a mo- 


tion for an enquiry into the ſtate of | 


the navy — 71 
- ſpeaks with great aſperity 
againſt the ſuſpenſion of the Habe- 
as Corpus act — 235 
— accu es the miniſter of pare 


nimity in the affair of the Morn» 

ing Star — 298 
—— —- ſevere on the miniſter's blun- 

ders and miſtakes 2 


99 
doubts whether Lord North 
knew that any ſuch ſettlements 
as thoſe on the Muſquito Shore- 
ever exiſted - ibid. 
Luttrell, Colonel, thinks the ſuſpen- 
ſion of the Habeas Corpus act ne- 
ceſſary at this time 253 
Luttrell, Hon. James, oppoſes the 
ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 
act 263 
—— expatiates on the unhappy ti- 
| tuation of the Americans 254 
———- denies the Houſe having any 
_ right to tax the colonies 2; 
conſiders the preſent miniſtry 
as dangerous ſervants to the ſtate 
—— repreſents the pretended deli- 
cacy of treating with the Congreſs 
as an impoſition upon mankind 
; 2 
— — his. grand object, _ 
commerce with America 258 
Macworth, Sir Herbert, profeſſes 
himſelf to be an independent coun- 


try gentleman —; 


againſt American taxation 
but votes with adminiſtration, ibid. 
Malt duty agreed to without any de- 
bace ö 7 
Memorial preſented by Capt. Blair 
to Lord George Germaine (See 
Blair) — 3056 
Miller, David, maſter of the ſloop 
Morning Star, copy of his proteſt 


| 1 
Money diſtributed for 8 


expences 


4 i 


A 


SS 


* A 3 9 N 
„ 
0 5 


I 

- _ Expences in military ſervices for 
1776. 3 
Morning Star, a ſhip belonging to 
Capt. Blair, &c. ſeized by the 

© Spaniards — 282 
Morton, Mr. ſpeaks to the bill for the 
; 1 of the Habeas Corpus 


— 2 


a 3 
Motion made by Mr. Neville to ad- 
dreſs his Majeſty on his ſpeech 

from the throne . 6 
. carried on a divifion 


47 
 =—= by Lord J. Cavendiſh for revi- 


fing the laws relative to America 


| . Fo 

——- rejected on a diviſion 66 
— by Mr. Buller for 45,000 ſea- 
men ibid, 


to 
—— by Mr. Luttrell for an enqui 
into the ſtate of the navy ibid. 
— rejected without a diviſion 73 
— made by Earl Nugent, and a- 
. __ to, in behalf of the African 
mpan 150 
— made by Gov. Johnſtone to 
read a petition from Capt. Blair, 
. 5 291 
— rejected without a divifion = 4 
Moyſey, Mr. ſpeaks on the ſoſpenfion 
of the Habeas Corpus at 232 


Mulgrave, Lord, repreſents Lord 


Sandwich as the beſt naval com- 
miffioner England ever knew, for 
capacity and merit 69 

Muſquito Shore, hiſtory of the Britiſh 
ſettiements there, by Brian Ed- 
wards, Eſq. of Jamaica 328 

—— ——— the right of Great Britain to 
the dominion of that country ſtat- 
ed | 


— 2 


—ſeventh article of the un as 
American treaty figned at Madrid 


| = NIE | 330 
— ſubmiſſion of the Mufquito 
King to the Britiſh ſovereignty 33 1 


—— account of the Engliſh ſettle- 


ments in rhis country "7 vox 


3 1 


4 * 
1 4 i 
2 - „ : 


9) 


9 


1 
Muſquito Shore, its produce and 


tility 


fel 
: * 
its number of inhabitants 333 
rivers, Capes, &c. ibid. 
the number of Indians great- 

ly reduced by the ſmall-pox 334 
the Samboes of African Ex- 


traction = ibid. 
employment of the Britiſh 
ſettlers — 335 


the deſertion of this country 
confidered as impolitic and extra- 


ordinary — 336 
as valuable as Gibraltar it- 
ſelf — 337 


Navy, reſolutions for the ordinary of 


Neville, Mr. moves for an addreſs to 
the King on his ſpeech at the open- 
ing of the ſeſſion 6 

ſubſtance of that addreſs 7 

Newhaven, Lord, ſpeaks on the ar- 
my extraordinaries 275 

North, Lord, riſes to anſwer ſome 
queſtions ſtated by Mr. Townſhend 

| La 3 33 

— inſits that no member keeps his 
place longer than himſelf 

—— endeavours to juſtify the ſpeech 
from the throne againſt the mem- 

bers who attack it ibid. 

denies having ftuffed the ſpeech 
with wit, humour, &c. 35 

— declares it his wiſh to bring mat- 

ters to a ſpeedy concluſion with as 


little bloodſhed as poſſible 36 
— anſwers to a queſtion put to him 
by Col. Barre - 


—— confeſſes he is tio prophet 41 
oppoſes the motion for the revi- 
fat of the aQts relative to America 


| | ” 

— riſes to defend the character of 
Lord Sandwich — 70 
—— recommends the reading of the 
African Company's petition '-149 
— gives notice of bringing in the 
American high-treaſon bill 151 
| ks North, 


8 


„  R8VOut* 
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North, Lord, preſents the convention 
between his Majeſty and the Land- 
grave of Heſſe Calle 152 

— ſupports the above bill on the 
ſecond reading — 171 

— anſwers ſome charges ſtarted 
againſt adminiſtration + 172 

— argues the neceſſity of ſuſpend- 
ing che Habeas Corpus act for a li- 
mited time — 231 

— denies any intention of increa- 
fing the power of the crown 260 

—— ſpeaks in defence of the army 
extraordinaries — 275 

— eeplies to Colcnel Barre on the 
ſam- ſubje& — 277 

— ſpeaks in defence of the rum 
contract — 278 

— oppoſes Gov. Johnfone's mo- 
tion iu behal: of Capt. Elaif, &c. 


292 

— replies to Mr. Fox on the = 
ſubject — 297 
—— anſwers the Hon. T. Luttrell on 
the like topie — 2099 
Nugent, Earl, riſes in favour of the 
African company | 150 


Palmerſtone, Lord, defends the cha- 
racter of Lord Sandwich and the 
preſent board of admiralty 570 

Papers, authentic, being eſtimates of 
expences in North America before 
the preſent war. (See Eſtimates) 

Patterſon, Col. particulars of the in- 
terview between him and General 


Waſhington — 37 
Petition from the African company 
offered to the Houſe | 149 


from the conſervators of the 
Great Level of the Fens 157 


—— of the Lord Mayor, &c. of 


London, againft the ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus act 235 
of Capt. Blair and Dr. Irving 


Plat, Ebenezer Smith, his hard — 
repreſented by Mr. Wilkes 244 


Vol. VI. : 


Powys, Mr. oppoſes the ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus act 233 

moves for a clauſe to be 

added to the Habeas Corpus act : | 

23 

to which Lord North conſents, 

and was agreed to by the Houſe 


5 ibid. 
— takes a further view of the evil 
tendency of this bill 237 


Recapitulation of the facts contained 
in the papers concerning the affair 
of the ſloop Morning Star 323 

Reſolutions for ſupplics | 73 

— agreed to without any de- 
bate — 76 
ſingular remark thereon 
: | ibid. 
for the ordinary of the na- 
5 3 

—— of the committee relative 

to the ſending lumber to the Weft 

Indies — 274 

Rigby, Right Hon. R. fincerely 
wiſhes for the general ſuſpenſion 
of the Habeas Corpus act 248 

Rous, Mr. enters into an abſtract of 
diſcourſe on the nature of civil go- 
vernment — 62 

—— 1s againſt making one conde- 
ſcending ſtep to make up American 
differences — ibid. 

Rumbold, Mr. preſents a petition 

relative to the Shafteſbury 

Savile, Sir George, offers a pee 
reſpecting the Shafteſbury election 


76 
——— the petition brought up and 
read 


2% 77 
— ſpeaks to the American high- 
treaſon bill _ 266 
Shafteſbury Election, a petition from 
Thomas Rumbold, Efq. offered by 


Sir George Savile 76 
— - oppoſed by Mr. Grenville 
and Mr. Powis — 1 
Shitef- . 
Z 2 ] 


_— — 
2 


5 2 
* 2 
* 
: 


—— attacks Mr. Wedderburn 


| Ex > 
Shafteſbury Election, the petition 
brought up and read 77 


a motion made thereupon, 
and Mr. Rumbold's petition grant- 
ed | _ 78 


| ſented and cad ibid. 

ä the ſubſtance of the peti- 
tion granted — 79 

Speech (See King's Speech) 


Sund, Frederic, captain of the Morn- 


ing Star, his depoſition in the af- 
fair of Capt. Blair 310 
Sykes, Mr. preſents a petition re- 
lative to the Shafteſbury * 
3 22 
end. Right Hon. T T. calls 
one of the paragraphs in the mi- 
- niſter's ſpecch, an 2 one 


26 
——— diſputes the miniſter's lo- 
gie — 27 


— accuſes adminiſtration of 
* Jjokivg with the Houſe 


ibid. 
— — aſks the miniſtry a few 
queſtions — 28 
1 enquires into the ſtate of 

the navy — 2 
— ives a diſagreeable view 
of the fate of the nation 30 
ſupports the character of 

Sen. Clinton — 31 


- wiſhes the Scotch peerage 
vpon a much better footing 33 
ſupports the motion for 


| an enguiry into the ſtate of the 


Davy — 2 
— wile ſpeaks againſt the ſuſpen- 
ſion of the Habeas Corpus act 

232 
reminds the Houſe of the 
| hit II power they were 

giving to the crown 259 


266 


— ariſes in deſence of the pe- 
tition from Cpt. Llaic 301 


Mr. Sykes's petition pre- 


1 


Townſhend, Right Hon. T. accuſes 
Lord North of groſs ignorance 
302 
Tranſlation of a convention between 
his Majeſty and the Landgrave of 
Heſle Caſſel - 152 
Vyner, Mr. ſpeaks on the African 
company's petition 150 
and on the American high- 
treaſon bill - 259 
Wallace, Mr. ſpeaks in favour of the 
ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 
act — 233 
Waſhington, Gen. particulars of the 
interview between him and Col. 
Patterion 


37 
"Wedde: burne, Mr. ſes i in ſupport of 


Sen. Howe's declaration in Ame- 
merica (Page 45) 56 

ſpzaks in defence of ſuſ- 
pending the Habeas Corpus act 
2 

: — makes ſome vation 

on Mr. Fox's intelligence 262 
attacks Mr. Fox 26 

Wey mouth, Lord, Caps Blair's let- 


ter to 212 
receives anotherletter from 

the ſame hand - 313 
Wilkes, Mr. oppoſes preſs-warrants 
12 

— inſiſts that the affair of Long 
Ifland was miſrepreſented 13 


condems goverment for their 
diſputes with America ibid. 
conſiders ſincerity as prefer- 
able to poliſhed periods in lan- 
guage — 14 
| animadrerts on ſome parts of 
the King's ſpeech - 15 
— = conſiders the American war 
as ſavage and piratical 16 
—— denies the very idea of una- 
nimity at home * 17 
—— adpiſes to recall our forces, 
and repeal particular acts 18 
riſes to oppoſe the ſuſpenſion 
of the Habeas 8 = 24! 
Wilkes, 


I 


n * 


1 M W 1 : 
Wilkes, Mr. complains of the enor- Wilmot, Mr. laments the preſent 


mous power of the crown 242 horrid ſituation of America 251 
A conſiders the fatal effects of Woombwell, Mr. cenſures the Ame- 
the bill — m 243 ricans as a bragging, cowardly 
— — = ſtates the caſe of Ebenezer banditti - I2 
Smith Plat - 244 defends the public and 
American meaſures carried private virtues of Lord Sandwich 
on with indecent rage and extra- 69 
vagant madneſs - 245 Yonge, Sir George, approves of put- 
A» conſiders the tenor pf the ſe- ting the country in a ſtate of de- 
cond enacting clauſe 246 fence, but laments the ruinous ſyſ- 
— attacks the Solicitor General tem of the American war 66 
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